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To all whom it may concern: 
Bé it known that I, PAUL E. OswaLD, 

citizen of the United States, residing at Los 
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and 
State of California, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Coin-Col 
lectors, of which the following is a full, 
clear, concise, and exact description. 
My invention relates to a toll box for tele 

phone pay stations, and has for its object to 
provide an improved and efficient construc 
tion whereby coins of less than the proper 
size intended for use with the box, will, if 
inserted within the box, be diverted from the 
mechanism thereof, and transferred to the 
refund tray on the outside of the box. 
My invention relates to a toll box for tele 

phone pay stations of the character disclosed 
in my Patent H846,604, patented March 12, 
1907 and filed as an application in the Pat 
ent Office March 7, 1905, having a Serial 
Number 248,908 of which application the 
present application is a division. 
In a toll box embodying my invention, the 

coin chute, which leads from the outside of 
the box to the operating mechanism therein, 
extends in an approximately horizontal di 
rection for a short distance from its mouth, 
such horizontal portion of the chute being 
laterally inclined and having one of its side 
walls cut away, a guide being provided, 
however, for the tops of proper sized coins 
placed within the chute, to divert said coins 
to the interior of the box. A coin of less 
than the proper size placed within the chute 
will not be supported at its top by said 
guide, but will roll off the floor of the chute 
through the opening in the side wall thereof 
and be diverted by a suitable guide into a 
chute leading to a refund tray on the outside 
of the box, without being turned over or 
tilted and changing its approximately ver 
tical position. With this arrangement the 
coin chute, guide and refund chute may be 
located close together to take up the least 
Space. 
- I will describe my invention particularly 
by reference to the accompanying drawing 
which illustrates the preferred embodiment 
thereof, reserving for the appended claims a 
statement of the parts, improvements and 
combinations which I consider novel with 
le. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva 
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tion of a toll box embodying my invention, 
with the case in section; Fig. 2 is a partial 
detail view of the plate forming a wall of 
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the coin and refund chutes. Fig. 3 is a front 
view of the chute; and Fig. 4 is a sectional 
view thereof online 4-4 of Fig. 1. 

Similar letters of reference are used to 
designate the same parts throughout the sev 
eral figures of the drawings. 
The coin chute a leads from the exterior 

of the box to the distributing mechanism of 
the box, the outer wall of the chute being 
formed by a plate b. The upper portion of 
the chute a at the top extends in a substan 
tially horizontal direction with a slight 
downward inclination, and is laterally in 
clined, as shown more clearly in Fig. 3, one 
side of Said chute at at the upper portion 
thereof being cut away to form an opening 
from Said coin chute into a refund chuted 
leading to the refund tray a on the outside 
of the toll box, the portion b’ of the wall 
plate b being bent out to form a guide adapt 
ed to direct an undersized coin passing out 
through said opening into the chute c'. The 
floor or ledge of the coin chute at such open 
ing is not inclosed at the side by the plate 
b and an undersized coin rolls off the floor 
into the refund chute. The top of the coin 
chute a at said opening has a downwardly 
projecting guide or flanged formed by the 
upper portion of the wall plate b and a stop 
è is formed by an inwardly projecting part 
of the bent portion b of the wall plate 
against which said undersized coins strike 
after leaving the floor of the chute, and are 
caused to fall directly downward along the 
guide b. A coin of proper size when insert 
ed in the chute will pass by said opening and 
proceed to the interior of the box, its upper 
surface being engaged by the guide or flange 
d, but a coin of less than the proper size on 
reaching said opening will not be held by the 
flanged, but will roll off the floor of the coin 
chute, strike the stop e, and be deflected by 
the guide b into the refund chute without 
being turned over and caused to leave its 
approximately vertical position. 
I claim:- 
1. The combination with a toll box, of a 

coin chute therefor, said chute near its 
mouth extending in a substantially hori 
Zontal direction, the horizontal portion of 
said chute being laterally inclined and open 
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On one side, a guide adapted to Support the 
top of a coin of predetermined size to direct 
the same along the floor of the chute and 
into the box, a refund chute having its 
mouth adjacent the opening in said laterally 
inclined portion of the coin chute, a coin of 
less than the predetermined size rolling off 
said floor through said opening, a stop 
against which Such coin strikes, and a guide 
along which said coin moves into the refund 
chute. 

2. In a toll box, the combination with a 
coin chute, said chute near its mouth being 
laterally inclined, one side of the inclined 
portion of said chute being cut away to 
form an opening through which undersized 
coins may roll, Said chute having a down 
Wardly projecting flange along the upper 
side thereof where said opening is formed, 
of a refund tray, a chute communicating 
therewith, a guide in front of Said opening 
adapted to divert coins into said chute, and 
a stop between said guide and the wall of 
the main chute; whereby a proper coin 

passes through the main chute and into the 
interior of the box, being held in the chute 
by said flange, but a coin of less than the 
proper size rolls into engagement with said 
stop and is directed by the guide into the 
refund chute. 

3. In a toll box, a coin chute having a 
laterally inclined portion near the entrance 
thereto, said inclined portion having its 
lowermost Wall bent outwardly to form an 
opening in the side of the chute, and hav 
ing the lower end of said wall bent inwardly 
to form a stop, said chute about said open 
ing being provided with a flange at the top 
and a ledge at the bottom thereof, and a 
refund chute having a mouth communicat 
ing with said ledge below said opening. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto Sub 
scribed my name this fourth day of May 
A. D., 1906. w 

PAUL E. OSWALD. 
Witnesses: 

L. H. JUDSON, 
J. W. NEIGHBOURs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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