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5 Claims. 

This invention comprises novel and useful im 
provements in a Venetian shade and more spe 
cifically pertains to a combination window shade 
and Venetian blind whereby the advantages of 
each assembly may be selectively employed either 
alternately or proportionately and simultaneous 
ly in order to more efficiently control a window 
Opening. 
The primary object of this invention is to pro 

vide a Window covering construction which shall 
combine and incorporate therein the known ad 
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Vantages of a window shade of the spring roller 
E together With a Venetian blind construc 
lO, 

A further more specific object of the invention 
is to provide a Venetian shade construction in 
Conformity with the preceding object, in which a 
Single supporting means shall be provided for 
mounting the entire assembly to permit raising 
and lowering of the same to lessen the number 
of parts and the weight of the same for mount 
ing and controlling the operation of the com 
bined window shade and Venetian blind. 
A still further important object of the inven 

tion is to provide a window shade construsian as 
set forth hereinbefore having upper and lower 
Sections, one of Which Shall comprise a conven 
tional window shade assembly of the spring roller 
type, while the other shall provide an improved 
construction of Wenetian blind assembly. 
A still further important Specific opiect, of the 

invention is to provide a device in conformity 
with the preceding object in which the Venetian 
blind assembly shall be greatly reduced in Weight, 
in which the number of parts of the same shall 
be greatly lessened, and wherein the individual 
slats may be mounted in an improved manner 
upon the Supporting tapes to permit easy removal 
of the same for cleansing, servicing or replace 
ment as desired. 
A still further important object of the inven 

tion is to provide an assembly of the above Set 
forth character in which the Venetian blinds 
shall be capable of tilting of its slats as desired; 
wherein the slats may be collapsed and locked 
in collapsed position without impairing the Oper 
ation of the window shade portion of the device; 
and wherein the slats may be readily removed 
from the device to permit use of the construction 
solely as a window shade. 

These, together with various ancillary features 
and objects of the invention, which will later be 
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trated, by way of example only, in the accom 
panying dra Wings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a pre 
ferred embodiment of window covering construc 
tion in accordance with this invention, the same 
being shown in its lowered position with the 
Window opening covered by the Window shade 
at the top half and the Venetian blind assembly 
at the botton half thereof; 

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken Substantially upon the plane indicated by 
the section line 2-2 upon Figure 1, parts being 
broken away and the view being taken upon an 
enlarged scale; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one of the 
improved slats forming a part of the Venetian 
blind assembly of the device; 

Figure 4 is an elevational view of the invention 
of Figure 1 upon a reduced scale and showing 
the Window shade portion and the Wenetian blind 
portion of the device simultaneously in use; 

Figure 5 is an elevational view of the arrange 
ment of Figures 1 and 4, the window shade por 
tion of the device being rolled up so that the 
Wenetian blind assembly covers the upper half 
of the window opening; - 
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come apparent as the following description pro 
ceeds, are attained by the present invention, pre 
ferred embodiments of which have been illus 55 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figures 1 and 4 
but showing the Venetian assembly in its fully 
collapsed position and the window shade rolled 
doWn to fully cover the window opening; 

Figure 7 is an elevational view of a reversed 
arrangement of the Venetian blind assembly and 
the window shade assembly in which the former 
covers the top half of the window opening and a 
window shade assembly covers the lower half of 
the Same; 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary perSpective view of 
the middle portion of the arrangement of Figure 
7 showing the bottom portion of the Venetian 
blind assembly and the manner in which the 
window shade is mounted thereon by means of a 
spring roller; and 

Figure 9 is a vertical transverse sectional de 
tail view taken upon an enlarged scale substan 
tially upon the plane indicated by the Section 
line 9-9 of Figure 6 and showing the manner 
in which the Venetian blind aSSembly is col 
lapsed and secured in collapsed position. 

Referring now more specifically to the accom 
panying drawings, wherein like numerals desig 
nate similar parts throughout the various views, 
attention is directed first to Figures 1-6 and 9 
wherein the inproved Venetian shade assembly 
for covering a window opening is ShoWn aS Con 
sisting of a window shade assembly indicated 



2,646,114 
3 

generally by the numeral 0 and a Wenetian blind 
assembly indicated generally by the numeral 2, 
these two assemblies being secured to each other 
upon a common horizontal edge as shown in the 
embodiment of Figures 1-6 and also as shown in 
the modified construction of Figures 7 and 8. 

In the first and preferred arrangement, the 
Window shade assembly constitutes the upper 
portion of the Venetian shade construction, while 
the Wenetian blind assembly constitutes the lower 
portion thereof. The upper portion consists of 
a sheet of pliable material 4 which may of any 
of the conventional and usual materials em 
ployed for Window Shades, this naterial being 
Wound upon a conventional form of Spring roller 
16 by means of which the shade may be resiliently 
rolled upwardly about the roller for raising the 
Sarine. Since the Window shade element is of 
a conventional and known design, a further de 
tailed explanation of the same appears to be 
tunnecessary. It will be understood that in the 
arrangement, of Figures 1-6 that the roller is 
mounted upon the window frame or above the 
upper edge of the window opening in any of the 
conventional and usual manners whereby the 
shade Will depend from the roller to selectively 
cover predetermined portions of the Window open 
ing as desired. 
As shown more clearly in Figures 1 and 2, the 

lower portion of the window shade is pro 
vided with cylindrical portions 8 which depend 
therefron and constitute bearings for oscillatively 
Supporting a rod 20 which constitutes the upper 
or tilting rail of the Venetian blind assembly. 

Fixedly Secured by their upper ends to the 
tilting rail 23 are pairs of Wenetian blind tapes 
22 which may be of any conventional design, and 
which tapes are connected together in pairs by 
horizontally disposed webs 24 in accordance with 
conventional practice for supporting upon the 
Webs and between the tapes a set of Venetian 
blind slats 26. These slats may be of any suit 
able natelial such as thin metal, a Suitable plas 
tic, Or even cardboard or the like, and are of an 
imperforate nature, and preferably of a very 
lightWeight construction. 

It should be here noted that in view of the 
Specific and improved Venetian blind assembly 
construction to be set forth hereinafter, that 
the slats and tapes may be relatively narrower 
and lighter than conventional Wenetian blind 
slats and tapes, thereby lessening the weight 
applied to the window shade, portion of the as 
Sembly and improving the operation of the com 
plete device. 
The slats are removably secured between the 

pairs of tapes by means of notches 28 upon the 
Side edges of the slats, which notches are adapted 
to receive the tapes 22 therein. 
The lowermost slat of the assembly has the 

bottom ends of the tapes fixedly secured thereto, 
and is further provided with a pull ring 30 where 
by the entire assembly may be lowered from the 
Supporting roller 6 thereof. 
As so described, and by reference to Figures 

1 and 2, it Will be readily apparent that the Slats 
of the Venetian blind assembly may be readily 
tilted in accordance with conventional practice 
by means of a tilting rail 20 regardless of the 
position of adjustment of the entire assembly 
With relation to the supporting spring roller 6. 

It will be further apparent that the device may 
be raised until the window shade 4 is completely 
Wound upon the spring roller 6, leaving the slat 
assembly at the upper portion of the window as 
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ShOWn in Figure 5; or the device may be lowered 
until the window opening is covered at the lower 
half by the Wenetian blind assembly and at the 
upper half by the window shade assembly as 
shown in Figure 4; or finally, the device may be 
lowered until the window is entirely covered by 
the Window shade as in Figure 6, with the 
Slat assembly being completely collapsed as 
ShoWn at the botton part of that figure. 

it should be here noted that when desired, the 
Slat a SSeibly may be completely collapsed and 
Secured and retained in this collapsed position in 
the manner shown in Figures 1, 6 and 9. For 
this purpose, there is provided a fastening tape 
32 fixedly Secured to the tilting rail 20 by one 
end, Whereby When the slats are collapsed this 
tape aay be Wound about the collapsed slat as 
Senbly as shown in Figure 9 and have its lower 
end connected by a Snap fastener or the like to 
a Suitable conventional fasteining button on the 
tilting rail as suggested in Figure 9. 

t is also possible to completely remove the 
siats from the tapes whereby the window shade 
itself is free to function in a normal imanner. 
This arrangement thus permits easy renoving of 
the individual siats since the Sanhe are retained 
Solely by the engagement of the tapes 32 in the 
act?ched edges 28 of the slats, and since there 
are into lift, cords disposed through apertures in 
the SatS in the Suai Iihannel. The above Con 
Struction also greatly lightens the Weight of the 
Cltire device since the weight of the pull cords, 
heir Sugoiting pulleys and fastenerS aire Cinit 
ted; the usual tilting cords and pulleys are 

5 Oliitted; and since it is not necessary to aperture 
the slats to receive the lift cords, the same may 
be shade relatively narrow and of lightei coin 
struction than would otherwise be necessary. 
As above stated, the arrangeriaent of the Vene 

iian blind assenbly and the WindoW shade as 
senbly may be reversed from that previously 
described, with the Venetian blind assembly 2 
disposed at the upper part of the device, and 
the window shade assembly disposed at the 
botton thereof, as shown in Figures 7 and 8. 
In this arrangement, the slat assembly will be of 
the same construction as set forth hereinbefore, 
except that the tilting rail 2 of the slat assembly 
Will be Supported in suitable mounting brackets 
above the Window opening, and since the prin 
Ciples of this invention do not require any par 
ticular mounting nineans, it is not believed to be 
IeceSSally to ShoW or illustrate a conventional 
ariangerient for that purpose. 

However, in this ein bodiment as shown more 
particularly in Figure 8, the lowermost slat 26 is 
provided With a depending bracket 34 at each 
end of the Sane, and the usual Window shade 
Spiring roller 3 above described is detachably 
inoulted in these brackets. The Window shade 
5 in this arrangement is thus imounted upon the 

loWei'most slat and is adjustable thereon in the 
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usual manner, while the entire assembly will be 
positioned. So that the upper half of the Window 
is controlled by the Wenetian blind assembly as 
shown in Figure 7, while the window shade may 
be raised to control the lower half of the same. 
Of course, in this arrangement, the slats may be 
tilted by rotating the tilting rail 2 in accord 
ance with the usual practice. 

Froin the foregoing, the construction and oper 
ation of the device will be readily understood and 
further explanation is believed to be unnecessary. 
However, Since numerous modifications and 
changes will readily occur to those skilled in the 
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art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
exact construction shown and described, and ac 
COrdingly, all Suitable modifications and equiva 
lents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the appended claims. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 

1. A Wenetian shade construction comprising a 
Window Shade and a Wenetian blind assembly, 
said window shade including a reinforcing sleeve 
at its free end and a stiffening bar disposed in 
said sleeve, said sleeve being slotted at spaced 
points along its length to expose portions of said 
stiffening bar, pairs of vertically disposed tapes 
Secured to the exposed portions of Said stiffening 
bar and a set of elongated slats mounted in said 
tapes, said. Stiffening bar constituting a tilt rail 
for said Slats, Said Venetian blind a SSen by coil 
sisting of said stiffening bar, slats and tapes. 

2. In a combination. Window Shade and Wene 
tian blind assembly wherein the Shade has a re 
inforcing sleeve at its free end and a Stiffening 
bar disposed in said sleeve, the improvement com 
prising; said sleeve being slotted at spaced points 
throughout its length to expose portions of said 
stiffening bar, Venetian blind tapes secured to the 
exposed portions of Said stiffening bar and de 
pending therefrom, slats mounted in said tapes, 
said stiffening bar being loosely disposed in said 
sleeve, and constituting a tit rail for Said Sats. 

3. The combination of claim 1 and a strap se 
cured at one end to said stiffening bar adapted to 
embrace Said SlatS and hold the Same in collapsed 

6 
position, cooperating means on said stiffening 
bar and the other end of Said strap for fastening 
the other end of Said strap to said Stiffening bar. 

4. The combination of claiin 2 and a strap se 
E. Cured at One end to said Stiffening bar adapted 

to embrace Said slats and hold the same in col 
lapsed position, cooperating means on said stiff 
ening bar and the other end of Said strap for 
fastening the other end of Said strap to said stiff 
ening bar. 

5. In combination, a solid, flexible window 
Shade and a Wenetian blind assembly depending 
therefrom, Said shade having a reinforcing sleeve 
at its free end and a stiffening bar disposed in 
Said Sleeve, Said sleeve being slotted at spaced 
points, along its length to expose portions of said 
Stiffening bar, said, Venetian blind assembly be 
ing Suspended from said stiffening bar and fas 
tened thereto at the exposed portions thereof, 
Said Stiffening bar constituting a tilt rail for said 
Wenetian blind assembly. 

PHILE PA. K.EARNY. 
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