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This invention relates to an improved clasp
for the bracelet of a wrist watch or other jew-
elry and has reference particularly to a de-
vice of this character, which allows ample
5 adjustment over the bracelet without damage
thereto and which is an efficient means of
connecting and disconnecting one end of the
bracelet from the intermediate - portion
thereof. :

The invention has for its principal object
to provide a clasp embodying separate mem-

10

bers, which snap together to fasten, and .

of which one member is constructed to allow
adjustment thereof along the wrist band.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide for the member of the clasp which is
adjustable over the band, means for friction-
ally engaging the sides of the band over a
substantial length, so as to avoid making an
20 impression anywhere along the band as would

result from engagement at decided points:-

A still further object of the invention is
to provide an efficient means of separably
fastening one member of the clasp to the

25 other. SRS

The clasp of this application is particu-
larly applicable for use in connection with
bracelets of the flexible metal mesh type
which are of course constructed of fine wire

30 links and as a consequence are very readily
injured by any form of clasp which would
bite into the mesh to hold its position thereon:

I have accomplished these objects by means

of an improved-clasp constructed as illus-

15

drawings and fully described in the follow-
ing specification and set forth in the append-
ed claims. ‘ C
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a-perspective
view of a bracelet showing my improved clasp
in closed position; Figure 2 is a plan view
of the clasp on a very much enlarged scale;
Figure 8 is a side elevational view of the
same; Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the
clasp in position on the mesh; Figure 5 is a
top plan of the slidable portion of the.clasp
and an inside view of snap portion as the
parts appear In open position; Figure 6 is a
transverse sectional view taken on lines 6—6
of Figure 2; Figure 7 is a longitudinal sec-
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tratively exemplified in the accompanying’

tional view taken on lines 7—7 of Figure 2;
and Figure 8 is a perspective view of a modi-
fied construction for the slide and snap mem-
bers of the clasp.

Referring in detail to the drawings, 10 de-
notes the slide member of the clasp and 11
the upper or' snap member thereof, both
members being mounted on a flexible brace-
let 19, preferably metal link mesh, which is
illustrated in connection with a watch 13 in-
tended to be worn on the wrist. The slide
member 10 comprises a bottom plate 14 pro-
vided with spaced parallel transverse slots
15 which extend to points just short of the

_opposite sides and between which the metal

strip 16 is bowed slightly upwardly at its
mid portion to provide a frictional contact
support with the mid portion of the mesh su-
perimposed thereover. The outside strips

17 beyend the slots 15 are curved outwardly 7

at their-outside ends: to lend support to the
delicate mesh over substantially wide areas.
As illustratively exemplified particularly in
Figure 6, the opposite shorter ends of the

- plate-14 beyond the ends of the slots 15 are

each bent upright to the plane of the plate 14
itself to form a guideway 18 and at the ex-
treme end is again bent at right angles to

overlie the plate 14 along a very slightly

arched line, so that when engaged about the
side of the mesh band 12 only the very tip
19 will press down upon the margin of the
band. This particular construction allows
the slide member 10 to firmly embrace the
margins of the mesh just inside the edges,
so that there is no tendency on the part of the
tip portions 19 to break down the fine wire
end links since they are free and protected
by the overhanging walls of the guideways
18. To adjust the slide member the latter is
merely made to slide along the band 12, the
three points of contact with the band, namely
the mid portion of the strip 16 which is
curved inwardly to yieldably engage the mid

portion of the band and the two tips 19, %5

which provide sufficient engagement with the
band to hold the slide anywhere along the
band until the bracelet is adjusted on the
wrist of the wearer and ready to be clasped.

The other member 11 of the clasp is per-
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manently fixed to one end of the bracelet 12,
as clearly illustrated in section in Figure 7.
The member 11 comprises a top plate 20
which may be pierced and suitably decorated
on its outside or upper face and which is of a
size to project transversely of the band 12
from beyond one longitudinal side to the
other.” The shorter ends of the plate 20 are
bent at right angles to the plane thereof and
in a direction away from the said upper face
so that these side walls 21 are merely depend-
ing portions intended to snap over the up-
standing side walls of the guideways 18. In
order to hold the top plate in position on the

5 slide plate 10 the free longitudinal ends of

the walls 21 are turned inwardly to form lips
929 to engage over the angular portions of the
plate 10 betiveen the bottom 14 and upstand-
ing walls forming the guideways 18, as illus-
trated clearly in Figure 6. The side walls 21
are higher at the rear portion of the plate to
accommodate a loosely rotating pin 23 to
which one end of the wrist band is permanent-
ly attached, preferably by means of solder.
The pin 23 is dispesed as close as possible to
the under face of the top plate 20 so as to
provide sufficient space between the two mem-
bers 10 and 11 to accommodate the mid por-
tion of the band 12, as clearly shown in Fig-
ure 7. The front end of the member 11 at the
mid portion of the top plate 20 is provided
with a slight projection or finger lip 24 which
in closed position of the clasp is closely adja-
cent the surface of the bracelet and which is
intended to be engaged by the finger nail to
1ift the member 11 and disengage 1t from the
slide member 10.

According to this invention, I have devised
anovel means of locating the member 11 over
member 10 before snapping the two together.
This means includes the pin 23 at one end
which is arranged iith respect to the rear
ends of the guideways 18, so as to abut the
latter, while the opposite or front ends of
the side walls 21 are provided with inturned
projections 25 which abut the front ends of
the guideways 18. By placing the upper
snap member 11 over the slide member 10 and
thereafter locating the pin 23 and projec-
tions 25 against the opposite ends, respec-
tively, of the guideways 18, it is then only
necessary to press the two members 10 and 11
together until the lips 22 engage over the
angles of the slide plate 10 and the clasp is
securely fastened.

Tn the modification illustrated in Figure 8,
the slide member 10* is identical with that
shown in the preferred form with the addi-
tion of a bridge piece 26 projecting trans-
versely of the slide between the mid portions
of the tips 19 The bridge 10* is provided
at spaced points with openings 27 adapted to
receive and grip correspondingly disposed
ball projections 28 depending from the un-
der face of the top plate 20* of the snap mem-
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ber 112, To separably engage the two mem-
bers 10* and 112, they are located with re-
spect to each other as previously described
and pressed together, whereby the ball pro-
jections 28 enter the openings 27 and are
firmily held.

Having now described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: )

1. A clasp for bracelets, comprising sep-
arable slide and snap members, said slide
member having a flat bottom portion with in-
wardly bent portions at the sides to friction-
ally embrace opposite marginal edges of the
bracelet and further yieldable means to fric-
tionally engage the mid transverse portion
of the bracelet between the. first means.

2. A clasp for bracelets, comprising sep-
arable members, one thereof being slidably
mounted on the bracelet and the other being
permanently connected to the end of the
bracelet, the slidably mounted member having

a flat bottom plate over which the bracelet is

adjustably supported and integral upstand-

ing side walls, slightly spaced at their mid ¢

portions from the sides of the bracelet to

Joosely embrace the same and turned yield-

ably downwardly at their free ends to fric-
tionally engage the nmarginal portions of the
bracelet just short of the sides thereof, the
flat bottom plate being further provided with
spaced transverse slots to provide: three
strips, the intermediate strip being bowed
upwardly at its mid portion to frictionally
engage the mid portion of bracelet at the side
opposite that marginally engaged by the said
ends of the side walls. :

3. A clasp for bracelets, comprising sepa-
rable members, one thereof being slidably

mounted on the bracelet and the other mem- i

ber being permanently connected to one end
of the bracelet, the latter member comprising
a top plate and depending side walls adapteﬁ
to embrace the first member, the forward
ends of the side walls being turned inwardly
to abut the forward end of the first member,

and a pin mounted between the side walls

adjacent the rearward ends thereof to be

permanently attached to the end of the

bracelet.

4. A clasp for bracelets, comprising sepa-
rable members, one thereof being slidably
mounted on the bracelet and comprising a

‘bottom plate and upstanding side walls, each

wall being spaced outwardly to loosely em-
brace the sides of the bracelet and turned
downwardly along its upper edge to margin-
ally engage the bracelet along lines spaced
from the sides, the other member comprising

a top plate and depending side walls adapted -

to embrace the side walls of first member and
having the forward ends of the side walls
of the second member bent at right angles to
abut the forward ends of the side walls of the

first member, and a pin loosely mounted at "**
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its ends between the side walls of the second
member and permanently attached to the
end of the bracelet, said pin being spaced
from the bent forward ends of the side walls
of the second member a distance equal to
length of the side walls of the first member.
5. A clasp for bracelets comprising sepa-
rable members, one thereof having a trans-
versely slotted bottom wall and upstanding
side walls, the latter walls being spaced on
their inner sides from the sides of the brace-
let and provided with inwardly turned lips
adapted to frictionally engage the marginal
portions of the bracelet just short of the sides
thereof, the strip of material of the bottom
wall between the slots being bowed upwardly
to frictionally engage the mid portion of the
overlying bracelet, the other member of the

- clasp comprising a top plate having depend-

20
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ing side walls turned inwardly slightly to
engage over the angular portions between the.
bottom and side walls, the forward ends of
the side walls of the second member being
turned inwardly to form tabs to abut the
forward ends of the side walls of the first
member, and a pin mounted between the side
walls of the second member and permanently
attached to the end of the bracelet, said pin
being spaced to abut the rearward ends of
side walls of the first member when the clasp
is closed.

6. A clasp for a bracelet, comprising sepa-
rable members each thereof having a pair
of upstanding side walls, one pair of walls

5 being disposed to yieldably embrace the other

pair of walls, the pair of side walls on the
outside being wider at their rearward ends,
the narrower forward ends being turned to-
wards each other to abut the forward ends
of the inside pair of side walls, and means
mounted between the wider ends of the out-
side side walls to permanently carry one end
of the bracelet and to abut the rearward ends
of the inside walls. :

7. A clasp for flexible bracelets compris-
ing separable members, one thereof having
side walls spaced on their inner sides from the
sides of the bracelets to loosely embrace the

"same, the ends of the said sides being bent

over to frictionally engage the bracelet along
marginal lines short of the sides thereof, a
bridge piece projecting between the side
walls and over the portion of the bracelet be-
tween the side walls, said bridge piece having

7 openings spaced transversely thereof, the

other member of the clasp having projections
to releasably engage in the openings of the
bridge piece.

8. A clasp for flexible bracelets, compris-
ing separable members, one thereof having
side walls spaced from the sides of the brace-
lets and downwardly turned lips to frie-
tionally engage the marginal portions of the
bracelet, a bridge piece projecting transverse-

* ly of the member and connected at its ends

3

to the said side walls, said bridge piece hav-
ing spaced openings centrally thereof, the
other member of the clasp having a top plate,
depending projections to releasably engage
in the openings of the bridge piece, and side
walls to overlie the side walls of the first
member, side walls of the second member be-

ing turned towards each other at their for-

ward ends to abut the ends of the other side
walls, and means mounted between the side
walls of the second member to carry the end
of the bracelet and to abut the rearward ends
of the first mentioned side walls.

9. A clasp for flexible bracelets, comprising
a slide member and a snap member to engage
over the slide member, the slide member com-
prising a bottom plate having its longitudi-
nal sides upturned to frictionally engage
about the opposite side edges of the bracelet
and the transverse ends of the bottom plate
being curved upwardly at their mid portions
‘fo support the overlying portion of the brace-
et.

In testimony whereof he has affixed his

signature. .
’ JACQUES KREISLER.

80

jea]
[$7

[+
(2=}

100

105

110

115

120

130



