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In JP 2007-276535 A (Toyoda Gosei Co., Ltd.), 25 October 2007
(25.10.2007), paragraph 0021-0022, fig. 2 (hereinafter referred to as
"document 1"), there is described "an airbag (airbag (20)) inflated and
expanded by gas supplied to the inside of the airbag, wherein the airbag
is provided with an opening section (base-side opening (36)) formed in
the airbag and also with a tubular gas discharge opening (gas discharge
tube section (34)) connected to the opening section, the gas discharge
opening being configured (by using a support member (39)) so as to be
easily bent in a predetermined direction." The invention in claim 1 has
no novelty in relation to the inventions in document 1 and, therefore,
has no special technical feature. The special technical feature of the
claims dependent on claim 1 at the time when the order for payment of
additional feeswas issuedare evaluated and determined that the dependent
claims include the following three inventions linked to each other by
the special technical features described therewith.

The invention in claim 1 having no special technical feature is
classified into invention 1.

(Invention 1) Among the inventions in claims 1-4 and in claims 10
and 11, the inventions having the following special technical feature.

An airbag, "wherein a gas discharge opening is provided with a first
panel mounted outside the bending direction and also with a second panel
mounted inside the bending direction, the second panel consisting of
a material having lower rigidity than the first panel.”™ Note that the
inventions in claims 3 and 4 are only modifications of the invention
in claim 2 by using a well-known technique and, as a consequence, exhibit
noneweffect. Accordingly, theinventionsinclaim3and4areclassified
into invention 1.

(Invention 2) Among the inventions in claims 5-8 and in claims 10
and 11, the inventions having the following special technical feature.

An airbag, "wherein a gas discharge opening is provided with a
substantially circular conical-shaped curved surface section having a
diameter gradually reduced from an opening section and also with a gas
discharge nozzle section having a diameter greater than the minimum
diameter of the substantially circular conical-shaped curved surface
section, and wherein the top of the cone which forms the substantially
circular conical-shaped curved surface section is located within the
gas discharge nozzle section.”

(Invention 3) Among the inventions in claim 9 and in claims 10 and
11, the inventions having the following special technical feature.

An airbag, "wherein a gas discharge opening is provided with a first
panel mounted outside the bending direction and also with a second panel
mounted inside the bending direction, the first panel and the second
panel being formed so as to form a substantially mountain-like shape
when combined together, the first panel and the second panel being sewn
to an opening section with opposite ends of each of the first and second
panels superposed on each other."
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