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To all whom it hwy concern: ;-
‘Be it known that Estey F. Dayron,

.deceased, late a citizen of the United States,

and a resident of New York, in the county

of New York and State of New York, in- .

vented new and useful Improvements in
Reference-Indexes, of which the following
is a specification. o

This invention relates particularly to card
indexes or vertical files 1n which the sheets
or cards, bearing the record or data, lie close
against each other and are arranged in nu-
merical order or alphabetically according to
subject matters. Interspersed - among the
reference cards are guide cards which assist
the searcher in determining the approxi-
mate location of the desired card. In using

a card index of this character, it is neces- -
sary to finger or pick over one by one a

large number of cards before locating the

desired card, causing waste of time and an--

noyance. :

The object is to eliminate these defects,
and this object is accomplished by providing
means, located between the members, acting
to spread or fan apart the reference mem-
bers, so that the numbers, or other iden-
tifying matter, placed close to the edges of

the cards, will be visible to the eye, result- -

ing in the quick loeation of, removal and
replacing of, the desired card. .
In the drawings, forming a part hereof,

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a well-

known card index, the individual members
of which are provided with means for
spreading them apart at their top edges;
Fig. 2 is a plan view and Fig. 8 is a sec-
tion on the line TII—IIT of Fig. 2, of a
reference card equipped with one form of
the means for spreading the cards apart;
Fig. 4 is an end view of a number of cards,
the springs of some of which are compressed
so that the cards lie close to each other and
others of which are spread apart by the
action of the intervening springs, and Fig.
5 is a plan view of one form of spring de-
vice.

. One form of compressible spring device
is shown in Fig. 5, and consists of a disk 1
of thin spring metal, having a compressible

spring 2, in the form of a cross, of the same
material, bent over so that the ends only
of the arms rest upon the disk, each arm,
-near the central portion of the disk, being
sprung out and-away from the disk.

A reference card 3 has formed in it, pref-

cerably pear its lower edge, an opening 4,

in which is located the compressible spring
disk 1, and which is retained therein by
thin sheets of paper 5, placed over the
spring disk and attached to the card 3.
© A plurality of reference cards 6, bearing
at their top edges identifying numbers or
names, and equipped with my. compressible
spring 1, are shown, in Fig. 1, located in a

drawer or container 7, interspersed among.
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which reference cards are a number of guide -

cards 8. ~ Containers or drawers of the type
in common use have at the front end a per-
manent slant block (not shown) and an ad-
justable slanting follower block 9 at the rear

- of the cards, against which blocks the cards
This arrangement results in a limita-

rest.
tion of the space in the bottom of the con-
tainer in which the cards rest on their lower
edges, but giving ample room to spread
apart at their top edges. When any two
guide cards or reference cards are moved
apart, the spring in each card acts against
the next adjacent card to spread the inter-
vening cards apart and also to raise the

cards slightly off the bottom of the con-

tainer, as shown in Fig. 4, which movements
result in spreading apart or fanning the top
edges of the cards. ’
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It is to be understood that applicant does -

not limit herself to the precise form of sepa-
rating means or method of location between
the reference members herein illustrated, as
she considers herself entitled to broadly
cover all means, located between reference
members of an index or file, acting to spread
apart said members so as to render visible
the reference data on the edges of said mem-
bers and facilitate their removal and re-
placement. '

Iclaim: o

1. In a reference member for use in a ref-
erence index, the combination of a compres-
sible spring inserted in an opening cut in
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the Tace of said member, and means for re- opening between the surfaces of sald card
taining said spring in said opening. and acting, when uncompressed upon the’

9. A retference member for a card index, adjacent card, to move said cards apart, and 1
comprising a card having an opening there- means to retain said spring in said opening.

5 in, a compressible spring located 1n said - LUCIE PINCKNEY DAYTON,
opening, said spring occupying; when com- Administratriz of Hstey F. Dayton, de-
pressed, substantially only the space in sald -  ceased.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of'?éfents.
Washington, D. £.”



