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* This invention relates to’ 11nprovements in -

fasteners as applied-to containers; particu- v

larly to types adapted to be carried in the -

" hand, such as purses, pouches, bags, port-
5 folios and the like prov1ded with a flap to
“engage over the side of the container. ,
Such réceptacles -are -usually made of
leather or like flexible material and are com-

posed of one or more expansible pockets, ¥

10 covered by an overhanging flap, usually ex-
tending  in ‘normal - condition - downward
alonos1de the -outer wall of the container, to
aﬂ:’ord protection from: inadvertent - loss of
the contents and also the entrance of foreign

-15 matter therein.
It is an’ object of the present 1nvent10n to

p10v1de a simple, cheap and- effective device -
~to positively secure: ‘such -flap in-operative

position, with respect to the body. of the con-

‘20 tainer, until it is desired to obtaln access to
the interior. :

A further feature is in the prov1s1on of

‘an’ ornamental spring fastening having self-

ad]ustmg means conformable to angular po-

,wall of the conta,mer :

Amother -purpose “is to produce an easﬂy,

and rapidly operable snap catch which can
be 'maneuvered by one hand, gither to fasten
or ‘release the flap, and Wthh, when in-an
engaged posﬂnon, acts’ eﬁ"ectually as a lock—
ing.means. =

These several 1mpoltant ob]ects are at-
taineéd by the novel construction,: combina-
tion and arrangement of parts as hereinafter
described, and “shown in the “accompanying
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drawing, forming a materlal part of this -

. disclosure, and in which:—
a0 ‘Figure. 1 is a pelspectlve ‘view- of-a con-

ventlonal type of purse showing an embodi-

-ment: of the invention as: apphed thereto.
Figure :2- is-an enlarged- sectional  view
taken through the longltudm‘ll cente1 line

45 of the: fastener

“Figure 8 is a perspeotlve view showmcr the -
main parts of the device-as assembled 'md n

pos1t10n for engagement. -
- Figure 4 is a perspective viéw. of the de-
_ual‘s constltutmg the ﬂap carrled member

sitions -assumed by the flap relatlve to the -
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TFigure 5 is a s1m11ar detall wew of the‘
, vaH “carried member.

The pouch or purse shown in Flgure 1 R
Wlll be seen to. consist of a single piece of
‘material, shaped to present a.front:wall 10’
_folded at the bottom upwardly to produce - -
“a rear ‘wall-11-having an overhdnging front-.

flap 12 normally extendlno ‘over the front .

wall 10 in intiniate contact: therew1th

The flap may be straight across or curved
as indicated and confined to the wall 10:by a -

fastener composed of a channel’ shaped,sheet

“metal casing bent to ‘present.a plain front

plate 14 and rear plate 15-connected by an

ntegral member 16 1ecept1ve of the edge of-" {
»the flap- 12, ’
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A pair of pronos 17 7, sheared from the plate: '
15 are bent to extend inwardly to engage a

leather or like wall entered between the plates,
so that when the plates are forcibly pressed -

towards each other they W111 be permanently
and securely anchored:

The profilé of the plates is aymatter of fancy
“and one may differ from the other, both be-
ing preferably bevelled along their edges as: 1

shown, and centrally in-the channel element
16 is-an elongated opening 18.- <"
- A strip 19 of spring material is cut and

~curled at one end to produce a tubular bead
20 freely enterable:through:the-opening 18,
-being limited by distinet’ “shoulders 21 mak.
‘ing contact with the outer surface of the ele-

ment 16, and a pin 22, passed: through the

bead to extend outwardly at its ends, actsin -

the manner of a hinge, 1eta1n1ng the palts ines

operative relation. :
The continuing; widet: portlon of the. stmp

is folded closely upon itself, as at.23,-the
_“teversely extending ‘portion 24 being. out.
“turned and-curled to produce. a” hollow: elon-

gated knob or handle ‘element 25 ‘disposed

apprommately in front of the- shoulders 21,

and fitted to the opening in the handle isa .

pin 26 having upset heads 27 forming a de-
snably finished appearance:. -
A circular disc'80,-having a’ flanged pe-

ripheral edge 31, is: prov1ded with perfora- :

-tion 82, the' same re(rlsterlng with similar per-.
“forations 33 in a plate 34 having end members
35 bent at- rloht antrles to’ pqss through ap— 1
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propriate slits in the wall 10, thereafter be-
ing turned outwardly to engage the material

~and hold the plate rigidly thereagainst.
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A socket 86 of sheet metal is shaped to in-
cline inwardly towards its lower edge and its
side members are provided with prongs 37
adapted to pass through the openings 39—83
to be upset on the inner side of the plfxte 34,
holding the three elements rigidly in fixed
relation. Obviously thesocket may be formed

integral with the disc by suitable dies, if pre-

ferred, rather than be made as a sep'xrator
member.

On the face of the disc 30 are two slightly
raised tracks.or guides 38 disposed to re-
celve the. elements 23 and 19 when pressed
into engaging position in the socket 36, the
tracks 38 preventing scrafching, WeamnO‘ and
marring the surface of the disc.

At the open end of the socket 36 is. an
inreaching integral ledge 39 at a right angle
ftd]acently below the tracks, this ledge bemo

engageable with a projection 40 fo1med on’

the spring element, 24 contiguous to the knob
25, and acting as a catch %o engage within
the soclket. .

In operation, the respective parts having
been assembled, fastening is effected by di-
recting the. member 23 into the socket 36, con-
tmumg entry until the catch 40 has snapped

past the catch ledge element 39 of the socket,

at which time the knob 25.will extend. shohtly,

outward at the front.

- Upon depressing the knob sufficiently to ve:
lease the catch from the element 39 separa-
tion is accomphshed

Should the container become bulged by its
contents and the flap consequently assume
a position other than parallel to the container
wall, the fastening operation is not interfered
Wlth due to. the adjustability of the spring

catch carrying member.

Although I have described my improve-
ments: with considerable. detail and Wlth Te-
spect to certain, partmular forms of my in-
vention, I do.desire to be limited to such de-
tails since many changes and modifications
may well be made without departing: irom
the spirit and scope of. my invention 1n its
broadest aspect.

Having thus described the invention, what
T claim.as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is:— .

1. A fastener for ﬁemble containers hav-
ing a flap closure, comprising a disc anchored
on the front wall of the. container; a socket
carried: by said: disc, said socket h’wmg an
mreachmu upper edge partially closing the
opening, Taised Gumds on-said digsc above
the socket, a channeled _clasp fixed on. the
container. ﬁap, a . spring tongue. hingedly
engaged in said clasp.to plo]ect dewnwardly

therefrom, said tongue being guided by said

guards to enter the socket,-a knob on said

toncrue, and a lug enfrageable with the in-
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reaching edge of said socket, said lug being

released by depressing said knob.
2. A fastener for ﬁex1b1e containers hav-
ing a flap closure, comprising-a disc anchored

“on the front wall of the container, a socket

carried by said disc, said socket havmo an
inreaching upper edge, a channeled clasp on
the conifuner fiap, said clasp having an open-
ing in 1ts lower portion, a flat spring strip
havi ing
a-pin set in said bead
to retain the spring in the manner of a hinge

- in said - clasp, sai 3d strip- having hml’emg

shoulders and heing bent upon itself to enter
said socket, a lug in ueoml with the bent por-

tion of said strip to engage the upper edge of

said socket, an elopga. ed knob at the outer
end of the. bent strip by which the lug may

be released from the. socket, and means to
prevent: abrasion of said dise. by said strip..
5. A fastener for flexible containers having

a flap closure, comprising a disc anchored on
the front w all'of the contmner a socket car-
ried by said dise, said socket flavmo an in-

veaching upper edfre, a channeled claso on the.

a tubular bead at one end to pass i
'thxough “the opening, '
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contamer flap, said clasp. having an openm(f‘—”

in its lower portlon, a flat spring strip bent
midway its length to present front and rear
portions, said rear port tion being curled and
passed tlnouorh the openmtr 1n. said cla,sp, a
hinge pin to retain the carled end in said
clasp, an integral lug on the front portion of
said-strip. to engage the edge of said socket,
means to. guide the bent strip- inte-the socket

and an elon0 ated: knob on the free end of the»

forward p01t10n of said strlp to dlsenwage

said lug:
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4 A f‘lstener fm flexible containers hav-

ing a flap comprising a socket rigidly fixed
to the wall ofthe container, a support frame
fixed on the edge of the ﬂ%p, a spring clip
hinged- at one of its ends to said frame and
provided with a _lug at its outer end, said
socket being inclined to facilitate entry and
conﬁnement of theclip therein. and having

_an-inreaching marginal ledge with which the

clip lug is adapted'to engage after the clip
has. entered into and expanded within the
socket, whereby the flap may be latched to
the wall of the container by inserting the clip
within the socket, the clip lug engaging the
socket ledge on the expansion of the chp in
the socket and whereby the flap will be un-
latched from the wall of the container by de-

pressing’ the clip, dlsenoraglng 1ts lug from

the socket ledge.
5. A fastenex for flexible containers hav—
ing a flap, comprising a socket provided with

“prongs in engagement with the wall of the

container to rigidly secure the socket thereto,
a channeled casing on said flap, said casmv
being provided Wlth an apertured portion, a
spring clip enterable, at one end, within the
apertured portion of the. casing; a pin on said
end of the spring clip in enoragement with the
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caéing to hold the clip end vth'ei“ein, said clip

‘being further provided with shouldered por-

tions adapted to engage with the casing to
limit the movement of the spring clip therein,
and ‘a projection on the other end-of the

spring clip in engagement with the socket to -

hold the wall and flap of the container in
fastened position. = - Co

- 6. A fastener for flexible containers having .
a flap, comprising a socket provided with an

‘open end and with a closed end rigidly fixed

~ on the wall of a container, said socket having
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a detent member at its open-end, a doubled
spring clip having front and rear members
adapted to enter said socket, said socket being - -

" inclined towards its-closed end to guide the

- clip in its entry into the socket, said rear.
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member being hingedly engaged to the edge: -
of the flap, and means on the front member to
engage said detent to latch thé wall and flap

of the container, the closed end of said socket .

limiting the downward movement of the clip

-therein to prevent accidental disengagement

of the clip and detent member. - S

~ This specification signed this 29th day of

May, 1928. T
s © WILLIAM C. HIERING.



