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UNITED STATES 

1,821,369 

PATENT OFFICE 
KNUT O. G. WETTERSTRAND, OF SUMMIT, NEw JERSEY 

GUIDE FOR LETTERING 

Application filed April 25, 1928. Setial No. 272,620. 

This invention relates to an improved guide for lettering, sign making or Writing 
of music and the like. 
The invention has for its object the pro 

5 vision of an improved guide including a 
guiding frame and cooperating templet parts 
which may be readily handled by an unskilled 
person to enable such person to form letters 
or write music and to guide the user as to 

10 letter spacing and also to serve as a guide for 
the conformation of the various letters or 
music characters or symbols. 
By the use of the devices herein disclosed, sign lettering or music writing may be read 

2.5 ly effected with the ultimate production of 
accurate and sightly work. 

Other objects and advantages will be here 
inafter set, forth in the accompanying speci 
fication and claims and shown in the draw 

20 ings, which by way of illustration show what 

25 

I now consider to be a preferred embodiment 
of the invention. - 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of my improved 
guide. 

Fig. 2 is a detail section taken on line 2-2 
of Fig. 1. . - 

Fig. 3 is a detail section taken on line-3-3 
of Fig. 1. 

Figs. 4 to 6 show the manner of using the 
30 guide for ruling certain illustrative letter 
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examples. 
Fig. 7 is a view showing various kinds of . 

lettering which may be made with my im 
proved guide. 

Fig. 8 shows a supplemental guiding frame 
which is adapted for guiding the ruling of 
slant lettering. 

Fig. 9 shows a templet construction for 
guiding the making of music scores. 

In more detail the guide comprises a suit 
able main guiding framework with side mem 
bers 20 and horizontal connecting pieces 21 
suitably connected together in any desired 
way. The members 21 are provided with 
recessed portions 22 adapted to serve as a 
sliding guide way for a displaceable supple 
mental guide frame or templet generally des 
ignated 23. This displaceable frame has co 
operating guiding parts 24. To guide the 
user in the location of the frame 23 graduated 

scale marks 25 are provided upon the upper 
surface of the lower stepped parts of mem 
bers 21. The templet frame 23 also is pro 

-, - 

vided with vertical guiding rabbeted portions . 
or slideways 26, which serve as a guide or 
slideway for certain templet parts adapted to 
be placed in the frame. The upper faces of 
the lower step of such guide ways are like 
wise provided with graduated scales 27. . . . 

Certain templet parts are adapted to verti 
cally slide in the guides 26. Such parts com 
prise a rectangular plate 28, provided with an 
oval shaped ruling guiding aperture 29, 
adapted to receive an open oval ring-shaped 
member 30, which is provided with a suit 
able flange 31 to fit the recesses or aperture 
29. The plate 28 is also provided with a 
number of round holes 32. The various 
edges of frame 23 upon their upper surfaces 
are provided with a number of markings 
preferably in the form of grooves. 33. Some 
of these are horizontally disposed, others are 
vertically disposed and others slope as shown 
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in Fig.1. These various grooves are marked .. 
with indicia to designate the letter or numer 
al or component of such character which may 
be ruled when a rule is placed in juxtaposi 
tion therewith. Another templet part.com 

75 

prises a long straight member or rule 34 hav- ... 
therewith. - 

It will be understood that the frame 23 
can be slid horizontally to any point in the 
main framework 21 and its position can be 
located and directed by the graduations 25. 
The inner templet parts can be slid vertically 

ing a branched handle portion 35 connected 

to any desired vertical position in frame 23 
and the relative vertical position of such 

graduations 27. - 
The templet parts provided serve for mak 

ing all letters and the manner of use is shown 
for certain letters in Figs. 4 to 6. The usual 

per may be indicated, directed and guided ... 
by - 
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ruling pens are employed which are run . . 
along the edges of the templet parts. In 
Fig. 4 the part 34 is shown as aligned with 
the proper grooves 33 to permit the ruling 
of the cross-bar of the letter A. The same 
templet 34 was previously employed for rul 
ing the sloping components of the letter and i00 
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such ruling was directed by the indicia. On 
frame or templet 23. For guiding the ruling 
of such sloping components the rule 34 was 
placed upon the sloping grooves marked for 
A. After a letter is ruled the spacing to the 
next letter may be obtained by sliding frame 
23 to the sight and gauging the extent of slid 
ing movement by the graduated Scales 25. 

In forming letters or numerals with oval 
components the oval apertured plate is used 
as indicated in Figs. 5 and 6. It will be un 
derstood that this plate can be slid to upper 
position or lower position depending upon 
whether upper or lower curves are to be 
formed. In any case the vertical position of 
the plate may be gauged by the scales 27. 
The round apertures 32 in the plate serve as 
guides in making small filleted corners as 
shown at 36 in Fig. 7. It will be understood 
that the plate 28 can also be used as a temlet 
rule for ruling horizontal lines in which case 
the plate can be lifted up at the bottom and 
then slid back or forth to the desired vertical 
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point as indicated by the scales 27. 
When slant lettering is to be effected the 

frame 23 can be removed from the main frame 
and a frame 23a (Fig. 8) substituted in lieu 
thereof, which has its guideways inclined 
with respect to the horizontal guides in the 
main frame 20-21 instead of being vertical 
with respect thereto as is the case with frame 

When music symbols are to be written, a 
music symbol templet plate 28a (Fig. 9) can 
be employed, which plate has in it the proper 
guiding apertures for the various music sym 
bols or components thereof. 

It will be understood that letters or numer 
als of any desired vertical height can be ruled 
by using the vertical height scale 27, and that 
Smaller curved component lines may be ruled 
by using the plate 28 with the inner plate 30 
in place. The indications graduated upon 
25 can be likewise ruled across upon plates 
28 and 30 as shown at 250 and 25b. 
By the use of the above mentioned guides 

and templet parts the various letters of the 
alphabet, numerals or music symbols may 
be readily formed upon a paper sheet or card 
placed below the main frame. The indica 
tions and graduations serve as guides and di 
rections for ruling and the sloping gradua 
tions in particular with indicia which is re 
lated therewith, afford great aid in making 
letters or numerals having sloping compo 
nent parts such as A, Y, W, M, N. In each 
case with sloping letters the ruling is to the 
right of the ruler 34. The ruling of such 
sloping components has heretofore been 
quite difficult in sign lettering and has usu 
ally required individual templets for each of 

By the present construc 
tion the number of templet parts is greatly 
reduced. 

It will be understood that the guiding of 

and guide the ruling. 
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ruling for purely horizontal lines may be 
made from either the edges of members 21 or 
from an edge of the templet plate 28 or from 
the rule 34. Wertical rulings can be made 
under the guidance of the inner or outer edges 
of the frame 23 or from the edge of rule 34. 
Straight sloping components may be ruled 
under the guidance of rule 34 and its dispo 
sition for such ruling is suitably designated 
in each case. 
The aperture 29 in plate 28 or the aperture 

in the oval ring 30 serve as guides for ruling 
oval letters or characters or oval components 
of characters. Whatever component is ruled 
the graduations and indicia serve to direct 
By the term lettering as herein used in 

clude the forming of alphabetical characters, 
numeral characters or musical symbols. 
Various forms of letters can be ruled. 

Broad or narrow letters can be ruled and the 
breadth of such letters and proper and equal 
symmetry for the various letters can be ob 
tained by merely displacing the frame 23 
horizontally for certain components or dis 
placing the templet parts to the desired verti 
cal position. The graduations 25 and 2 per 
imit the use to observe accurately the relative 
displacement of the parts either horizontally 
or vertically and enable uniformity of width 
of ruling to be readily obtained for a number 
of letters. The graduations also facilitate 
the proper spacing of various letters from 
each other. 
What I claim is: 
1. A guide for lettering and the like, com 

prising a main frame, a supplemental frame 
horizontally slidable therein, said supple 
mental frame having angularly related guid 
ing markings and associated character-des 
ignating indicia, thereon to direct the locat 
ing of a rule member with respect thereto and 
a rule member freely movable over said main 
and supplemental frames to cooperate with 
said guiding markings. 

2. A lettering guide comprising a main 
supporting frame, a supplemental templet 
frame slidable horizontally upon the main 
frame, templet parts slidable in the supple 
mental frame and a rule member adapted to 
freely slide upon the top of the supplemental 
frame, said main frame carrying graduations 
to indicate and guide the disposition of the 
supplemental frame with respect thereto, said 
supplemental frame also carrying gradua 
tions to guide the disposition of the templet 
parts which are slidable thereon and said sup 
plemental frame also carrying angularly re 
lated guiding markings having associated 
character-indicating indicia to direct the dis 
position of the rule member with respect 
thereto for various characters whereby all of 
the characters may be ruled under the direct: ed guidance of the various frames, templet 
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parts and rule member in various relative 
positions with respect to each other. 

3. A lettering guide comprising a central 
ly open main frame within which lettering 
may be effected, a centrally open supplemen 
tal frame horizontally slidable within and 
upon the main frame, a templet part slidable 
upon and within the supplemental frame and 
a rule part for ruling certain components of 
letters which rule part is freely movable over 
the supplemental frame and freely adjust 
able with respect thereto, said main frame 
having graduations 25 thereon for direct 
ing the relative disposition of the supple 
mental frame with respect thereto, said sup 
plemental frame having graduations 27 
thereon for directing and guiding the rela 
tive disposition of the templet parts with re 
spect thereto when said templet parts are 
used for ruling horizontal components of let 
ter characters, said supplemental frame also 
provided with angularly related guiding 
markings 33 having character-designating 
indicia associated therewith for guiding the 
disposition of the rule part with respect 
thereto when the rule part is to be used for 
the ruling of sloping character components, 
said supplemental frame having further 
graduations thereon with correlated charac 
ter-designating indicia for guiding the rul 
ing of curved letter components. 

In testimony whereof I hereto affix my 
signature. - 

KNUT. O. G. WETTERSTRAND. 

  


