June 21, 1966 L. R. SRIGLEY ETAL 3,256,978

LITERATURE HOLDER

Filed July 11, 1962 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

N
N
A

=)

-
e ——
I

]

INVENTORS
FRANK E.BROWN &
Llﬁ},AND R. SRIGLEY

ATTORNEYS




June 21, 1966 L. R. SRIGLEY ETAL 3,256,978

* LITERATURE HOLDER
Filed July 11, 1962

2 Sheets-Sheet 2

sz)q ’ ‘ 343
] ! S
Si=r+ 5 YH—a9
i I I
| [N I
A P N \‘ |
o 50 |
(It t
[ ERRRSSELEET
o v !
Fic. 7

m@ Fic. 1]

Frank E. BREWRE s
ﬁgLAND R. SRIGLEY

Bunto ittt Bisstr ot

ATTORNEYS



United States Patent O

- 3,256,978
' lce Patented June 21, 1966

1

3,256,978
LITERATURE HOLDER
Leland R, Srigley, Grosse Pointe Park, Mich., and Frank
E. Brown, Burbank, Calif., assignors to Parke, Davis
& Company, Detrmt Mich., ., a corporation of Michigan
Filed July 11, 1962, Ser. No. 209,046
19 Claims. (CL 206—47)

This invention relates to packaging devices and in par-
ticular to a literature holder for use with containers, such
as vials, bottles, and the like. -

In the sale of proprietary drug items, it is necessary
in some instances to include in the packaged medicine
considerable information, more than can be printed on a
small slip of paper, with the result that the literature that
must accompany each such package of medicine is some-
times relatively bulky. This problem of bulky literature
is particularly troublesome in connection with bottles,
vials, and the like which for one reason or another must
be stored and distributed together with similar bottles,
vials, etc. in a single shipping bozx, as- distinguished from
bottles or vials which are packaged each in its individual
carton. Thus, there is a need, particularly in the drng
industry, for a packaging device which can retain bulky
literature and which can be attached directly to the
bottle, vial or the like.

An object of this invention is to provide a literature
holder for containers, such as vials, bottles, and the like
that attaches directly to the container; that can hold
bulky literature; that can be produced and assembled on
the container economically; and that can be embodied
in various forms so as to be adapted to differentially
shaped containers.

The literature holder of this invention comprises a
pair of spaced resilient sleeves fitting one within the
other and having one end of each sleeve interconnected,
the other ends of the sleeves being open so as to form a
cavity ‘between the sleeves for accommodating literature.
One of the sleeves tightly embraces the container to sup-
port the holder thereon.

In the drawings, FIG. 1 shows 2 sealed container and
literature holder assembly where the literature holder is
adapted to fit over and be supported by the top of a bottle
or other container. :

FIG. 2 shows the assembly of FIG. 1 with the seal re-
moved and a portion of the literature holder broken
away.

FIG. 3 shows the device of FIGS. 1 and 2 with the
parts disassembled.

FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment of the instant
invention that is adapted to be supported by the neck
and shoulder of a container.

FIG. 5 shows the embodiment of FIG. 4 with the seal
removed and a portion of the literature holder broken
away.

FIG. 6 shows yet another embodiment of the instant
invention adapted to be carried on the lower portion of
a container adjacent the bottom.

FIG. 7 is a front elevation of a literature holder for

use with a twin-pack having two containers packaged to-

" gether.
FIG. 8 is a plan view of the literature holder in FIG. 7.
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FIGS. 9 and 10 are plan views of two other twin-pack

literature holders.

FIGS. 11 and 12 show a twin-pack hterature holder
for packaging two containers side by side in direct con-
tact.

FIG. 13 shows a circular twin-pack literature holder
which can be stretched into the shape of the literature
holder of FIGS. 11 and 12.

FIGS. 1-3 show a common medicine bottle 14 having
2 body portion 16 and a neck portion 18 interconnected
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by rounded shoulder 20. Resilient stopper 22 is fitted
within the opening of neck 18. The literature holder in-
dicated generally at 24 is preferably molded from a
resilient plastic material to form an imner cylindrical
sleeve 26 and a concentric outer sleeve 28, the upper
ends of the sleeves being connected by an integral U-
shaped portion 30 which closes the upper end of the
holder and spaces the sleeves apart so as to form a cavity
32. The lower end of the sleeve 26 is adapted to contact
the top of stopper 22 and the lower end of outer sleeve
28 extends downward at 35 substantially past the lower
end of sleeve 26. The lower end of the holder is open
to permit insertion of literature or circulars 34 into cavity
32. Outer sleeve .28 has an inside diameter such that
the resilient holder will firmly embrace stopper 22 to re-
tain the holder on bottle 14. Extension 35 of the outer
sleeve continues downward past the stopper and has an
outwardly flared skirt portion 36 at its lower end. This
outwardly flared skirt portion 36 facilitates inserting liter-
ature 34 within the cavity 32 as.well as assembling holder
24 over stopper 22. With the double sleeve conmstruc-
tion the literature may be'inserted easily into the holder
24 before the holder is placed on the container. After
literature holder 24 has been placed on the bottle, a
dry-tight band 37 (FIG. 1) may be used to seal the
holder to the bottle. Additionally, skirt 36 may be di-
mensioned so that dry-tight band 37 pulls the skirt 36
into contact with the shoulder 28 to form an attractive
package.

In FIGS. 4 and 5 the literature holder is especially
adapted for a bottle having screw cap 39 and a wide
shoulder 21 between the neck 18 and the body 16. In
this embodiment the inside diameter of the inner sleeve
38 will firmly embrace either boss 40 on the neck of the
bottle or rounded edge 42 of the bottle cap, whichever has
a greater diameter. Outer sleeve 44 may be provided
with an extension 46 so that the open end of the cavity
32 will be closed when the lower ends of the inner and
outer sleeves rest on the wide shoulder 21. Additionally,
the outer sleeve 44 may be provided with a skirt similar
to skirt 36 in FIGS. 1-3, to engage shoulder 21. . As in
the modification shown in FIGS. 1-3 the literature holder
may be suitably sealed and held in place by a dry-tight
band 37.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 6 the inner and outer
sleeves 47, 48 have substantially the same height so that
the upper ends of the sleeves terminate in substantially
the same plane. In this embodiment, the inside diam-
eter of inner sleeve 47 is such that it will firmly embrace
the side wall of the bottle adjacent the bottom thereof.
As shown in FIG. 6 the literature holder may open ver-
tically upward to facilitate removing the literature from
the holder as well as preventing the literature from fall-
ing out of the holder. However, with sufficiently bulky
literature the cavity could open downwardly and still Te-
tain the literature in which case the rounded U-shaped
portlon 30 would facilitate pushing the bottle within the
inner sleeve.

In FIGS. 7-10 the literature holder is de51gned for
packaging two containers in a twin-pack as is common
with introductory offers, closely related products, or
commodities that require separate containers but are
used together. " In the embodiments illustrated in FIGS.
7-10 the holder comprises an outer sleeve 49 and two .
inner sleeves 50, 51 spaced apart side by side and con-
nected to the outer sleeve by an end wall 52 which forms
an extended cavity 53 around both bottles for receiving
a piece of bulky literature 34. The inner sleeves 50, 51
are shaped to correspond with the cross-sectional shape
of the bottles or other containers with which the holder
is designed to be used. Thus in the holder illustrated
in FIGS. 7 and 8 inner sleeves 58, 51 are both circular



3,256,978

3 .

in shape to accommodate two bottles of circular cross
sections. In the holder of FIG. 9 sleeve 51 is of rec-
tangular and sleeve 50 is of round cross section to ac-
commodate one round bottle and a second bottle of rec-
tangular cross section. In the holder illustrated in FIG.
10 both inner sleeves are of rectangular shape to accom-
modate two bottles of corresponding rectangular cross-
sections. In each instance the outer sleeve 49 is shaped
to encircle both inner sleeves 50, 51. Literature can be
arranged in any of the various portions of the cavity
or receptacle 53 of the literature holder, for example,
as shown in FIGS. 7 and 10, around the cuter peripheral
portion. :

In FIGS. 11-13 the. literature holder is adapted to
serve as a twin-packaging device where the two contain-
ers or bottles can be held side by side in direct contact.
In FIGS. 11 and 12 the literature holder has a pear-shape
and comprises similarly shaped inner and outer sleeves
54, 55 connected by a rounded end wall 536. FIG. 13
shows a circular holder 57 similar in construction to that
shown in FIG. 6 but designed such that it can be dis-
torted to a pear-shape configuration 58, similar to the
holder in FIG. 12, to accommodate various combinations
of bottles in a twin-pack. As with the literature holder
shown in FIG. 6, the cavity or receptacle of the holders
shown in FIGS. 7-13 may be positioned to open vertical-
ly upward or downward. Whether the cavity opens up-
ward or downward is a ‘matter of choice depending on the
bulkiness of the literature and the ease with which the
holder can be placed around the bottles.

The literature holder is preferably molded from a
suitable resilient plastic material that is sufficiently trans-
parent so that the literature 34 is readable or at least
clearly noticeable when it is disposed inside the cavity
32. The material should be sufficiently stiff to retain its
shape and firmly embrace the stopper 22, yet sufficiently
resilient so as to be capable of stretching slightly when
placed over the bottle or cap and distort easily to per-
mit withdrawal of the literature when the holder is dis-
assembled from the bottle. A suitable material is a poly-
ethylene. Excellent results have been obtained with a
polyethylene - sold commercially as Tenn Eastman
#811-A natural,

While the invention has been described primarily in
connection with small vials or bottles used for medicines,
it will be apparent that such holders are equally adapted
for use on large containers, as, for example, gallon bot-
tles and containers other than bottles, such as cans and
tubes. The literature holder of this invention can also
have many uses outside the medicine field as, for ex-
ample, with containers used in packaging cosmetics or
food.

We claim:

1. In combination, a closed container, a literature
holder and literature, said container comprising a bottle
and the like having a closure, said literature holder com-
prising an inner resilient sleeve and an outer resilient
sleeve, said inner sleeve fitting within said outer sleeve
and one of said sleeves tightly embracing an outer sur-
face portion of said container to support said holder on
said container, said sleeves being spaced apart to define
a cavity therebetween and means connecting said sleeves
together adjacent one end thereof for closing one end of
said cavity, the other end of said cavity being open for
reception of literature in said cavity, and said literature
being in said cavity.

2. A literature holder as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said sleeves comprise spaced concentric cylinders.

3. A literature holder as set forth in claim 1 wherein
the outer sleeve has a length greater than the inner
sleeve so that the outer sleeve extends beyond the inner
sleeve at the open end of said cavity. .

4. A literature container as set forth in claim 1 where-
in said cavity is continuous throughout the entire pe-
riphery of said holder.
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5. The combination set forth in claim 1, wherein said
one sleeve is said inner sleeve and said outer sleeve has -
its end edge adjacent the open end of said cavity abut-
ting said container.

6. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein said
outer sleeve at said other end thereof comprises an out-
wardly flared skirt. '

7. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein said
one sleeve is said outer sleeve.

8. The combination set forth in claim 7 wherein said
inner sleeve is adapated to contact said container to close
said open end on said container and positively retain
literature in said cavity.

9. In combination, a closed container such as a bottle
or the like and a literature holder comprising an inner
resilient sleeve and an outer resilient sleeve, said inner
sleeve fitting within said outer sleeve and said sleeves
being spaced apart to define a cavity therebetween, means
connecting said sleeves together adjacent one end there-
of for closing one end of said cavity, the other end of

. said cavity being open for reception of literature in said
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cavity, one of said sleeves tightly embracing an exterior
surface portion of said container to retain the holder on
the container and the other of said sleeves having its end
edge adjacent the open end of said cavity abutting an
exterior surface portion of said container to close the
open end of said cavity to retain literature therein.

18. The combination as set forth in claim 9 further
comprising a dry-tight band sealably connecting said
holder to said container.

11. The combination set forth in claim 9 wherein said
container has a closure and a bottom remote from said
closure and said cavity opens in a direction facing said
bottom.

12. The combination as set forth in claim 9 wherein
said container comprises a neck portion and a body por-
tion connected by a shoulder, said inner.sleeve tightly
embracing a peripheral portion of said container and
said outer sleeve having its end edge abutting said shoul-
der.

13. The combination as set forth in claim 12 wherein
said inner sleeve has its end edge adjacent the open end
of said cavity abutting said shoulder.

14. In combination, a plurality of containers such as
bottles or the like and a packaging device for said bot-
tles, said packaging device comprising a resilient outer
sleeve and a plurality of resilient inner sleeves, said in-
ner sleeves being spaced from said outer sleeve to define
a cavity therebetween along the periphery of the outer
sleeve, and means conrecting said outer sleeve to said
@nner sleeves adjacent one end of said sleeves for clos-
Ing one end of said cavity, the other end of said cavity
being open to receive literature in said cavity and each
of said inner sleeves tightly embracing the outer surface
of a respective container.

15. A device for packaging a plurality of containers
such as bottles or the like in side by side direct contact,
said packaging device comprising a distortable resilient
outer sleeve normally having a circular cross section,
a distortable resilient inner sleeve normally having a
circular cross section, said inner sleeve being concen-
trically disposed within said outer sleeve and spaced
therefrom to define a cavity therebetween, and means
extending between said sleeves adajacent one end there-
of. for closing one end of said cavity, the other end of
said cavity being open to receive literature in said cavity
whereby said packaging device may be distorted so as
to fit around a plurality of adjacently positioned contain-
ers and tightly embrace a surface portien of said con-
tainers to retain said containers in side by side direct
contact.

16. In combination, a plurality of containers such as
bottles or the like and a device for packaging said con-
tainers in side by side direct contact, said packaging de-
vice comprising a resilient outer sleeve, a resilient inner
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sleeve, said inner sleeve being disposed within said outer
sleeve and spaced therefrom to define a cavity therebe-
tween, and means extending between said sleeves adja-
cent one end thereof for closing said cavity, the other
end of said cavity being open to receive literature in
said cavity and said inner sleeve fitting around and tight-
ly embracing a surface portion of said containers to re-
tain said containers in side by side direct contact.

17. A literature holder for containers such as bottles
and the like comprising a pair of sleeves, said sleeves
having different peripheral dimensions and being dis-
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posed one within the other in spaced apart relation to -

define a cavity therebetween, one of said sleeves being
adapted to tightly embrace an outer surface portion of
a container for retaining the holder on the container,
means extending between said sleeves adajacent one end
thereof for closing one end of said cavity throughout a
substantial peripheral portion of the outer sleeve, the
other end of said cavity being open for reception of liter-
ature in said cavity, a third sleeve, said inner sleeve and
said third sleeve being disposed side by side within said
outer sleeve, said third sleeve being spaced from said
outer sleeve to define a second cavity therebetween, and
means extending between said third sleeve and said
outer sleeve -adjacent said one end thereof for «closing one
end of said second cavity, the other end of said second
cavity being open for reception of literature in said sec-
ond cavity.

18. A literature holder as set forth in claim 17 where-
in said first and second cavities are connected to form a
continuous cavity around the peripheral portion of said
outer sleeve. )
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19. In combination, a closed container such as a bot-
tle or the like and a literature holdéer comprising an in-
ner resilient sleeve and an outer resilient sleeve, said
inner sleeve fitting within said oufer sleeve and said
sleeves being spaced apart to define a cavity therebe-
tween, means connecting said sleeves together adjacent
one end thereof for closing one end of said cavity, the
other end of said cavity being open for reception of
literature in said cavity, one of said sleeves tightly em-
bracing a surface portion of said container to retain
the holder on the container and the other of said sleeves
having its end edge adjacent the open end of said cavity
abutting a surface portion of said -container to close the
open end of said cavity, said closed container including
a removable cap, said outer sleeve tightly embracing a
peripheral portion of said container, and said inner sleeve

having its end edge abutting the top of said cap.
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