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This invention relates to envelopes and 
particularly to envelopes of a type in which 
a flap is provided with locking ears which 
may be engaged in suitable apertures in a 
wail of the envelope to form a closure. 
One object of my invention is to provide 

a locking envelope with a flap which may be 
locked and unlocked repeatedly. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide an envelope with a flap adapted to be 
locked against the body portion of the en 
velope only after a portion of the envelope 
has been removed. 

Still another object of my invention is 
to provide a coupon envelope, the co:lpon 
normally forming a part of an envelope wall 
which must necessarily be removed before 
the envelope can be locked. 

Still another object of my invention is 
to provide an envelope with a memory clie 
which will make it necessary for the user 
to remove a coupon before the envelope is 
locked closed. 
Other objects will appear from the foll 

lowing specifications, the novel features be 
ing particularly pointed out in the claims 
at the end thereto. 
Coming now to the drawings wherein. iike 

reference characters denote like parts in 
dicated: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of an envelope 
blank from which an envelope constructed 
in accordance with and embodying a pre 
ferred form of my invention may be made: 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary plan view of 
an envelope folded up from the blank shown 
in Figure i 

Figure 3 is a plan view similar to Figure 
2 but with the coupon detached, thus plac 
ing the envelope in a locking condition. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary plan view of 
the envelope with the locking ears on the 
flap engaged in complementary openings 
in the envelope body, thus locking the clos 
ure in place. 

Figure 5 is a plan view of an envelope 
constructed in accordance with another em 
bodiment of my invention, and 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 
but with parts in a different position. 

For a great many purposes and particu 
larly for photographic finishers it is useful 
to provide an envelope in which the work 
to be done may be placed, this envelope be 
ing pi'ovided with a closure which can be 
repeatedly opened and closed without dam 
aging the envelope. 
As the work comes in it is convenient to 

issue a number for the work, place on the 
customer's name and address, the work re 
quired and the like, and to hand the cus 
torner a receipt for the work. 

in Order to form a memory cue to insure 
that a Work order, instructions or other nec 
essary data is recorded, I have provided a 
Coupon envelope with a detachable coupon 
which is so located on the envelope that it 
Inlist be detached before the envelope clo 
Sure can be locked to hold the contents in 
the envelope. 
A preferred embodiment of my invention 

is shown in the accompanying drawings 
wherein as indicated in Figure 1, a blank 1 
is shown from which an envelope may be 
made. 
This blank may consist of a front wall 2, 

a back Wall 3, and an inner part wall 4, 
between which the fine dot, and dash lines 
5 indicate folding lines. There is a flap 6 
which may be attached to the front wall 2 
and a bottom flap 7 which may also be at 
tached to the front wall 2. Folding lines 
5 indicate the extent of these flaps. 
The inner wall 4 is provided with a flap 

S eXtending down one side of the front wall. 
2. The 'ear wall 3 may be provided with 
a pair of spaced slots 9 and these slots may 
be connected with the weakened lines shown 
in broken lines at 10, thus a rectangular 
coupon may be provided which can be read 
ily torn from the material forming the back 
wall 3 of the envelope. 
This coupon may be provided with blanks 

to be filled in by the user, a series of lines 
11 in Figure 2 indicating any required data. 

f it should be useful to provide a dupli 
cate copy of the data on the coupon broadly 
designated as 12, the flap 6 may be pro 
vided on the outside as shown in Figure 4 
with data, 13 corresponding with the data 11 
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on the coupon, thus it is only necessary to 
place carbon paper between the flap 6 or on 
the flap 6 facing the coupon 12 in order 
to enable the user to provide the Written 
data required on both the flap 6 and the 
Coupon 12. 

Before the envelope can be locked in a 
closed position it is necessary to remove 
flap 12 by tearing it along the Weakened 
lines 10. 
With the blank shown in Figure 1 the en 

velope may be constructed by bending Wall 
4 and flap Salong line 5. Adhesive may 
then be applied to the area indicated by 
broken cross-hatched lines in Figure 3 and 
marked A. Over this folded portion of the 
envelope the real wall 3 is then folded 
along the ine 5 and it will be held by the 
adhesive just described. The lower flap 7 
is then coated with adhesive A2 as also in 
dicated in Figure 3 and is folded over the 
wall 3 thus completing the envelope. 

it should be noted from Figure 3 that 
an area B defined by the dot and dash lines 
b is free from adhesive and consequently 
forms a locking pocket 14, the outward walls 
of which are formed by the slots 9 and the 
edges 15 from which the coupon 12 has 
been torn. 
The flap 6 may be somewhat irregular in 

shape, but is preferably provided with a 
pair of locking ears 16 and a locking ear 
17. The locking ea's 16 are adapted to en 
ter the locking pocket, 14 and engage the 
complementary openings 9 which form the 
side Walls thereof. The locking ear 17 is 
adapted to engage the lower Wall 15 of the 
opening 14 so that the three locking ears 
form a similar connection with the comple 
mentary openings of the envelope back hav 
ing comparatively large areas in engage 
ment there with so that there is little lia 
bility of tearing or bleaking the locking 
ears even though they are repeatedly used. 
The operation of my envelope may be as 

follows: 
With the envelope folded up ready for 

use as shown in Figure 2, a user upon re 
ceiving an order-for instance an order for 
developing and printing film-may Write 
the order on the envelope tab 6 with a piece 
of carbon between this tab and the coupon 
12 thus there will be provided a duplicate 
record. If desirable, a smaller area of car 
bon paper may be placed on or facing tab 
6 at 160. The roll of film or film pack may 
be placed in the envelope and the flap closed. 
If the operator has failed to remove the 

coupon 12, the envelope can not be complete 
ly locked since the tab 17 can not be en 
tered in the locking pocket. This reminds 
a user that the coupon must be removed by 
tearing the coupon along the lines 10-10 
after which the flap can be locked in a 
closed position. 
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The envelope may be repeatedly locked 
and unlocked in removing the films, insert 
ing the prints, showing the prints to cus 
tomers, etc., without damaging the locking 
GS 

It is obvious that modifications can be 
made Without departing from my invention. 
For instance, One modification is shown in 
Figure 5 wherein the removable tab 22 
forms a part of the envelope flap 26 in 
stead of a part of the rear wall 23. In this 
embodiment of my invention the locking 
opening for the fiap consists of a rectangu 
lar cut out 24 in the rear wall and it should 
be noted that the sides 25 of this cut out, 
are spaced a less distance apart than are 
the sides 28 of the coupon 22. There is a 
Weakened line 27 of curved shape connect 
ing the coupon to the fiap 26. As will ap 
Peal' obvious, this coupon 26 must be torn 
off before the envelope can be locked closed. 
With this form of my invention the dupli 
cate copy of the Order may be provided on 
the rear waii. 23 of the envelope just be 
neath the Square cut out 24, as best shown in 
Figure 6. 

Except as above described, the envelope 
may be of the same construction as that 
of the envelope described in the first em 
bodiment of my invention. 

In both of the above describing embodi 
ments of my invention it will be seen that 
there is a coupon necessarily removabie be 
fore the envelope can be locked in a closed 
position. This not only provides a conven 
ient method of retaining a coupon with the 
envelope but in addition it forms a memory 
cle to a user which will prevent the user 
from locking the work without filling out 
the coupon. 
In both embodiments of my invention the 

envelope is formed from a single paper 
blank folded up and pasted. The coupon 
is likewise formed from a piece of the same 
blank. 
As it is obvious that various changes in 

form and shape may be made without de 
parting from my invention, I contemplate 
as within the scope of my invention all such 
forms as may come within the applied 
CalS. 

Having thus described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure b 
Letters Patent is 

1. In an envelope, the combination with 
envelope Wallis having an opening, of a flap 
adapted to close the opening in the walls, 
locking ears on the flap, a locking pocket 
in the envelope including a removable tab 
defined by a pair of spaced slots and weak 
ened lines connecting said slots, said tab 
being adapted to be removed by tearing 
along the weakened lines, whereby the lock 
ing ears of the flap may engage the open 
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ing thus formed and lock the envelope in 
a closed position. 

2. In an envelope, the combination with 
envelope walls made from a single sheet of 
material and folded into front and rear 
Walls, tabs on one of these walls adapted 
to join the front and rear Walls, at least a 
portion of the rear Wall being formed of 
two thicknesses of material, a flap adapted 
to close an opening at one end of said en 
velope, locking ears on the flap, a locking 
pocket in the envelope rear wall including 
a removable tab defined by a pair of spaced 
slots and weakened lines connecting said 
siots, said removable tab lying over an area. 
of the rear wall having a double thickness, 
whereby when said tab is removed the rear 
wall of the envelope may remain unbroken. 

3. In an envelope, the combination with 
envelope walls having an opening, of a flap 
adapted to close the opening in the Walls, 
locking ears on the flap, a locking pocket 
in the envelope including two connected 
walls, one wall including a removable tab 
defined by a pair of slots and weakened 
lines connecting said slots, the double-Walled 
portions of said envelope being connected 
by an adhesive area surrounding said re 
movable tab, whereby a locking pocket for 
the locking ears on the flap is provided by 
removing said removable tab. 
Signed at Rochester, N. Y. this 17th day 

of December, 1930. 
DEWEY M. KENNEDY. 


