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COVERS FOR SUPPORT PILLOWS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. This invention relates generally to the field of 
Support pillows, and in particular to covers for Support 
pillows. More specifically, the invention relates to remov 
able covers for Support pillows So that a single Support 
pillow can be modified Simply by Substituting one cover 
with another cover. 

0002 Support pillows have gained widespread accep 
tance in a variety of applications. For example, Support 
pillows are now commonly used to Support infants and 
babies in certain positions. Support pillows are also used to 
provide back Support, to facilitate nursing, to Support objec 
tion in front of a perSon, and the like. Such uses are 
described in, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,261,134, 5,661, 
861; 6,038,720; 6,055,687; 6,119,873; and 5,546,620, the 
complete disclosures of which are herein incorporated by 
reference. 

0003. Some support pillows are constructed of a filler 
material that is stuffed into a fabric shell. This shell may be 
completely closed, Such as with a Sewn Seam, to prevent the 
filler material from inadvertently being removed. The fabric 
shell may be decorated with a variety of colors and/or 
patterns. 

0004. This invention is related to covers for these and 
other types of Support pillows So that the decorative and/or 
utilitarian functionally of Such pillows may to easily be 
varied. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005 The invention provides exemplary covers for Sup 
port pillows and methods for their use. With such covers, a 
Single Support pillow can be modified to have a different 
color, design, texture, or the like as well as a different 
utilitarian function. 

0006. In one embodiment, the covers are useful with a 
cushion body having a medial region and two opposing arms 
that define a generally open well. The cushion body further 
includes an outer periphery and an inner periphery adjacent 
the well, with each of the arms terminating in an end. A shell 
encompasses and tightly conforms to the cushion body. With 
Such Support pillows, the fabric cover may be constructed So 
that it may be placed over the shell, with the fabric cover 
conforming to the Shell. To facilitate placement of the cover 
over the pillow, the fabric cover includes an opening, and at 
least one fastener is provided to close the opening once the 
cover has been placed over the Shell. In this way, a Support 
pillow may be modified simply by inserting the pillow into 
the opening of the cover and then operating the fastener to 
close the opening. 
0007. The opening may be positioned at a wide variety of 
locations on the cover. For example, the opening may be 
located along the outer periphery at the medial region, along 
the inner periphery on one of the arms, along the outer 
periphery on one of the arms, acroSS the medial region, along 
one of the ends, or acroSS one of the arms. In one aspect, the 
fabric cover may comprise a curved tubular member having 
two ends, where one of the ends is closed and one of the ends 
is open to define the opening. Such a cover further includes 
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an end flap to cover the opening, and the fastener is used to 
couple the end flap to the tubular member. 
0008. In another aspect, the cushion body is constructed 
of a fill material that is compressed within the shell. In a 
further aspect, the shell is constructed of a fabric. 
0009. A variety of fasteners may be used to close the 
opening. For example, the fastener may comprise a Zipper, 
a hook and loop fastener material, or the like. In one optional 
aspect, at least one peripheral item may be attached to the 
cover to vary the utility of the pillow. Conveniently, an 
attachment mechanism may be used to attach the peripheral 
item to the cover. Merely by way of example, the peripheral 
item may comprise a toy and the attachment mechanism 
may comprise a Strap. AS another example, the peripheral 
item may comprise a head of a figure, Such as an animal 
head. 

0010. The invention also provides a method for covering 
a Support pillow that is similar to the Support pillow 
described above. The method further utilizes a cover that is 
formed from a curved tubular member having an open 
interior. According to the method, a fastener on the cover is 
operated to form or expose an opening in the tubular 
member to provide access to the interior. The Support pillow 
is placed into the interior of the cover through the opening 
and the cover is manipulated So that the cover covers the 
shell and conforms to the shape of the Support pillow. The 
fastener is then operated to close or cover the opening. 
0011. By using such a cover, the fastener may be operated 
to reform or re-expose the opening, and the cover may be 
removed from the Support pillow. Another cover may then 
be placed over the Support pillow in a similar manner. 
0012. A variety of techniques may be used to form the 
opening. For example, a Zipper may be unzipped, a flap may 
be removed from the cover, or the like. In another aspect, a 
peripheral item may be attached to the cover. For example, 
the peripheral item may comprise a toy that may be attached 
by use of a Strap that is attached to the cover. In a further 
aspect, the opening may be formed acroSS the medial region, 
along one of the arms, along one of the ends, or the like. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of 
a Support pillow having a removable cover according to the 
invention. 

0014 FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the Support 
pillow and cover of FIG. 1. 
0.015 FIG. 3 is a top view of an embodiment of a pillow 
cover according to the invention. 
0016 FIG. 4 is a top view of another embodiment of a 
pillow cover according to the invention. 
0017 FIG. 5 is a top view of yet another embodiment of 
a pillow cover according to the invention. 
0018 FIG. 6 is a top of still another embodiment of a 
pillow cover according to the invention. 
0019 FIG. 7 is a top view of one particular embodiment 
of a pillow cover according to the invention. 
0020 FIG. 8 is a top view of a further embodiment of a 
pillow cover according to the invention. 
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0021 FIG. 9A is a top view of a pillow cover having an 
open end according to the invention. 

0022 FIG.9B illustrates the cover of FIG. 9A with an 
end flap to cover the opening. 
0023 FIG. 10 illustrates a support pillow and cover 
having Straps for attaching items to the cover according to 
the invention. 

0024 FIG. 11 illustrates a support pillow and cover 
having an animal head that is attached to the cover according 
to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SPECIFIC 
EMBODIMENTS 

0.025 The invention provides various covers for support 
pillows. The covers of the invention may be used with a 
wide variety of Support pillows that have generally resilient 
cushion body. The cushion body may be constructed in a 
variety of ways and of a variety of materials. One way is to 
stuff a fill material into a flexible shell, Such as a fabric tube. 
Types of fill materials that may be used include fibers, balls, 
Seeds, foamed materials, elastomers and the like. Some 
examples of such support pillows are described in U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 5,261,134, 5,661,861; 6,038,720; 6,055,687; 6,119, 
873; and 5,546,620, incorporated herein by reference. Other 
types of cushion bodies include inflatable bladders, Sponges, 
and the like. 

0026. The support pillows may also have a variety of 
shapes and sizes. For example, the Support pillow may have 
a horseshoe shape, a “U” shape, a "l' shape, Straight, 
Semi-circular and the like. Shapes for Such pillows are also 
described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,261,134, 5,661,861; 6,038, 
720; 6,055,687; 6,119,873; and 5,546,620, previously incor 
porated by reference. Such Support pillows may include a 
variety of decorations. For example, Such pillows may 
include a fabric Shell having a certain color or pattern. 

0027. The covers of the invention are generally flexible 
and are used to cover the Support pillow. The covers closely 
conform to the shape of the pillow so that the pillow 
maintains the same overall appearance. Examples of mate 
rials that may be used to construct the cover include fabrics, 
Such as cotton, polyester, nylon and the like, plastics, 
Stretchable materials, Such as a mesh fabric, Lycra, and the 
like. The coverS may include one or more openings through 
which the Support pillows are inserted. Conveniently, one or 
more fastenerS may be used to close the opening after the 
pillow has been inserted. Examples of fasteners that may be 
used include Zippers, a hook and loop fastener material (also 
know as VELCRO), Snaps, buttons, hooks, laces, elas 
tomers, and the like. In Some cases, the covers may include 
the features described in copending U.S. application Ser. No. 
09/679,139, filed Oct. 3, 2000 and filed on the same 
date as the present application (attorney docket no. 17242 
007310), the complete disclosures of which are herein 
incorporated by reference. 

0028. The covers may have a wide variety of colors, 
textures, patterns, designs, thicknesses and the like. In this 
way, an existing Support pillow may have its appearance or 
feel modified simply by placing a cover over the pillow. In 
Some embodiments, the coverS may also include various 
peripheral items that are attached to the coverS. Such items 
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can include, for example, toys, teething rings, educational 
items, pacifiers, play mats, play bars, electronic items Such 
as Sound chips, mirrors, writing Surfaces, body parts, Such as 
heads, tails, arms legs, and the like, rattles, pockets and the 
like. Optionally, various attachment mechanisms may be 
used to attached the peripheral items to the cover. Such 
attachment mechanisms can include, for example, Straps, 
Strings, a hook and loop fastener material, Snaps, and the 
like. Another type of peripheral item is a handle for carrying 
the Support pillow. One example of Such a handle is 
described in co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. (attorney docket no. 17242-002250), filed on 
the same date as the present application, the complete 
disclosure of which is herein incorporated by reference. By 
using Such peripheral items, the utility of the pillow may be 
changed simply by using another cover having a different Set 
of items. 

0029) Referring now to FIG. 1, one embodiment of a 
support pillow 10 that is covered by a cover 12 will be 
described. Pillow 10 may be constructed in a manner similar 
to those described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,261,134, 5,661,861; 
6,038,720; 6,055,687; 6,119,873; and 5,546,620, incorpo 
rated herein by reference. However, the invention is not 
limited to only this type of support pillow. Pillow 10 has a 
medial region 14 and two opposing arms 16 and 18 that 
terminate in ends 20 and 22. Pillow 10 further includes an 
outer periphery 24 and inner periphery 26 that defines a 
generally open well 28. AS Shown, outer periphery 24 and 
inner periphery 26 have a curved geometry and ends 20 and 
22 are generally rounded. 
0030 FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of pillow 10 and 
cover 12 taken along one of the arms. Pillow 10 is con 
structed of a shell 30 that is filled or stuffed with a fill 
material 32, such as hypoallergenic fiber fill material. Shell 
30 is filled with enough fill material 32 so that pillow 10 is 
firm and does not droop or sag during handling. Shell 30 
completely encloses fill material 32 So as to prevent its 
removal. 

0031 Cover 12 closely conforms to the shape of pillow 
10 so that pillow 10 maintains the same overall shape and 
appearance as shown. Cover 12 further includes a Zipper 34 
that may be unzipped to form an opening through which 
pillow 10 is inserted. Because of the tight fit, cover 12 may 
be manipulated until it properly covers pillow 10. Zipper 34 
may then be Zipped to close the opening. AS previously 
described, cover 12 may have a wide variety of colors, 
textures and the like to vary the appearance or feel of pillow 
10. 

0032) Cover 12 may be modified to vary the location of 
Zipper 34 (or other fastener). Examples of Such variation are 
illustrated in FIGS. 3-8. For convenience of discussion, the 
covers in these examples will use the same reference numer 
als used to describe cover 12, followed by a certain letter. 
Shown in FIG. 3 is cover 12a having a zipper 34a that 
extends across the top side of medial region 14a. 
0033 FIG. 4 illustrates a cover 12b having a zipper 34b 
that extends along Outer periphery 24b at medial region 14b. 
FIG. 5 illustrates a cover 12c having a Zipper 34c that 
extends along inner periphery 26c at medial region 14c. 
FIG. 6 illustrates a cover 12d having a zipper 34d that 
extends along end 20d of arm 16d. FIG. 7 illustrates a cover 
12e having a Zipper 34e that extends across the top side of 
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arm 16e. Finally, FIG. 8 illustrates a pillow 12f having a 
Zipper 34f that extends along arm 16fat outer periphery 24f. 
0034. Another embodiment of a cover 12g is illustrated in 
FIGS. 9A and 9B. Cover 12g is similar to cover 12e of FIG. 
7 except that end 20e has been removed to leave an opening 
40 in arm 16g. As shown in FIG. 9B, an end flap 42 is placed 
over opening 40 to completely enclose the Support pillow 
after the pillow has been inserted through opening 40. A 
hook and loop fastener material may be used to hold flap 42 
to arm 16g. 
0035 FIG. 10 illustrates another modification of support 
pillow 10 and cover 12 of FIG. 1. For convenience of 
discussion, similar elements of the Support pillow of FIG. 
10 and cover will use the same reference numerals, followed 
by the letter “h”. Cover 12h has a pair of attachment straps 
44 and 46 that are sewn to the seam of outer periphery 24h. 
Straps 44 and 46 include pieces 48 and 50 of a hook and loop 
fastener material to form loops in Straps 44 and 46, it being 
appreciated that other fastenerS may be used. Straps 44 and 
46 are used to attach various toys, Such as a toy 52, to cover 
12h. In this way, the utility of pillow 10h may be changed 
Simply by attaching different items to the Straps. Moreover, 
other attachment items may be used with the pillow simply 
by using another cover. 
0036). By way of example, FIG. 11 illustrates another 
embodiment of a cover 12i having an animal head 54 
attached to end 18i. Further, it will be appreciated that other 
types of figures may be coupled to cover 18i and at different 
locations. 

0037. The invention has now been described in detail for 
purposes of clarity and understanding. However, it will be 
appreciated that certain changes and modification may be 
practiced within the Scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A Support pillow comprising: 
a cushion body having a medial region and two opposing 

arms that define a generally open well, with the cushion 
body having an outer periphery and an inner periphery 
adjacent the well, and wherein each of the arms termi 
nates in an end; 

a shell encompassing and tightly conforming to the cush 
ion body; and 

a fabric cover removably disposed over the shell such that 
the fabric cover conforms to the shell, wherein the 
fabric cover defines an opening to permit the cover to 
be placed over the shell, and wherein the fabric cov 
ering includes at least one fastener to close the opening 
once the cover has been placed over the Shell. 

2. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the opening is 
located along the outer periphery at the medial region. 

3. A Support pillow as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
opening is located acroSS the medial region. 

4. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the opening is 
located along the outer periphery along one of the arms. 

5. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the opening is 
located across the medial region. 

6. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the opening is 
located along one of the ends. 

7. A support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the fabric cover 
comprises a curved tubular member having two ends, 
wherein one of the ends is closed and one of the ends is open 
to define the opening, wherein the cover further comprises 
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an end flap to cover the opening, and wherein the fastener 
couples the end flap to the tubular member. 

8. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the opening is 
located acroSS one of the arms near the end. 

9. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the cushion 
body is constructed of a fill material that is compressed 
within the shell. 

10. A support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the shell is 
constructed of a fabric. 

11. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the fastener 
comprises a Zipper. 

12. A Support pillow as in claim 1, wherein the fastener 
comprises a hook and loop fastener material. 

13. A Support pillow as in claim 1, further comprising at 
least one peripheral item attached on the cover. 

14. A Support pillow as in claim 13, further comprising at 
least one attachment mechanism coupled to the cover, and 
wherein the peripheral item is attached to the cover by the 
attachment mechanism. 

15. A Support pillow as in claim 14, wherein the peripheral 
item is a toy and wherein the attachment mechanism is a 
Strap. 

16. A Support pillow as in claim 13, wherein the peripheral 
item comprises a head of a figure. 

17. A method for covering a support pillow, the method 
comprising: 

providing a Support pillow that comprises a cushion body 
having a medial region and two opposing arms that 
define a generally open well, with the cushion body 
having an Outer periphery and an inner periphery 
adjacent the well, and wherein each of the arms termi 
nates in an end, and a shell encompassing and tightly 
conforming to the cushion body; 

providing a cover that comprises a curved tubular member 
having an open interior; 

operating the fastener on the cover to form or expose an 
opening in the tubular member to provide access to the 
interior; 

placing the Support pillow into the interior of the cover 
through the opening and manipulating the cover So that 
the cover covers the shell and conforms to the shape of 
the Support pillow; and 

operating the fastener or close or cover the opening. 
18. A method as in claim 17, further comprising operating 

the fastener to form or expose the opening, removing the 
cover from the Support pillow, and placing another cover 
over the Support pillow. 

19. A method as in claim 17, wherein the fastener oper 
ating Step comprises unzipping a Zipper. 

20. A method as in claim 17, wherein the fastener oper 
ating Step comprises removing a flap from the cover. 

21. A method as in claim 17, further comprising attaching 
a peripheral item to the cover. 

22. A method as in claim 21, wherein the peripheral item 
comprises a toy, and wherein the attaching Step comprise 
Securing a Strap to the toy that is attached to the cover. 

23. A method as in claim 17, further comprising forming 
the opening across the medial region. 

24. A method as in claim 17, further comprising forming 
the opening along one of the arms. 

25. A method as in claim 17, further comprising forming 
the opening along one of the ends. 
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