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(57) Abstract: The present invention pertains to a method for performing specific data forwarding actions depending on the nature
& of data traffic comprising data packets, which method comprises the steps of: -receiving incoming data traffic of a specific nature,

belonging to at least a specific class among a number of pre-defined classes, step 101 -classifying the data traffic by determining the

nature of the data traffic, step 102, provided by a process of inspecting values of one or more selected header field(s) of an address
space of a data packet and selecting a first matching class from an ordered list of classes providing multi-dimensional classification,

step 103.
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Box II.2

Present claims 14-37 relate to a method defined by reference
to the following parameters:

P1l: crunching

P2: crunching modules
P3: custom crunchers
P4: skipper

P5: pre-crunched header
P6: pre-crunching

P7: pre-crunching device
P8: crunched interval
P9: crunched key

P10: crunched classes
P11l: crunched field

The use of these parameters in the present context is
considered to lead to a lack of clarity within the meaning of
Article 6 PCT. It is impossible to compare the parameters the
applicant has chosen to employ with what is set out in the
prior art. The lack of clarity is such as to render a
meaningful complete search impossible.

Thence it follows that a reasoned statement under Rule
43big.1(a) (1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or
industrial applicability only is established for claims 1-13
of the international application.
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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: 14-37

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an

extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

See extra sheet

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. I Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable

claims,

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of

any additional fee.

3 D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,

the payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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