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(87) Abstract: A sliding member according to the present embodiment
comprises a back metal layer, a bearing alloy layer, and an intermetallic
compound. The bearing alloy layer is layered upon the back metal layer
and forms a sliding surface on the side opposite to the back metal layer.
The intermetallic compound is included in the structure of the bearing
alloy layer and is harder than the average hardness of the entire bearing
alloy layer, and in the bearing alloy layer, the average diameter of the
particles of the intermetallic compound on the side close to the sliding
surface is larger than that on the side close to the back metal layer.
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