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i To all whom it may concern : 
Beit known that I, HIRAM. H. HURLBURT, of Bennington, Bennington county, Vermont, 

have invented certain Improvements in Brush 
Holders, of which the following description, 
in connection with accompanying single sheet 
of drawings, constitutes a specification. 
This invention is designed to supply a con 

wenient means whereby one or more brushes, 
such as ordinary paint-brushes, whitewash or 
calcimine brushes, &c., may be attached se 
curely to a long handle, so that such brushes 
may be used on roofs, floors, &c., without.com 
pelling the operator to stoop to his work, or 
on high walls and ceilings without employing 
ladders or scaffolding. It is fully illustrated in the drawings, wherein 
Figure 1 show's a side elevation of my de 

wice; Fig. 2, a top view thereof, and Fig. 3 a 
top view of a modification thereof. 
My device is adapted to be attached to a 

handle, usually ofabout the length of an ordi 
nary hoe or broom handle; and it consists of 
a cross-head, upon which are mounted the de 
wices for clamping the brush orbrushes there 
to, and to which a shank with socket or tang 
is attached, whereby the whole may be con nected With the handle. 
The cross-head above mentioned consists of 

metallic plate, either cast or bent into about 
the form shown at A, B, and I in the seweral 
figures. It consists of a flat plate of a length 
suficient to supportor gripe the desired num 
ber of brushes, and of suficient thickness and strength to resist any strain put upon it by 
the clamp-bolts without yielding, having its 
front edge, I, turned upatright angles to the 
main web to the extent, perhaps, ofone-fourth 
of an inch in height. The top edge of this 
front ledge, 1, is sharply serrated, as at a a a, 
Fig. 2, throughoutitsentire length. The back 
edge of said plate Ais similarly turned up, so 
asto form the ledge J. J. This ledge also has 
twoormore projections, EE, which areintegral 
with said ledge J, and are of considerably 
higher elevation than the top edge of ledge J. 
The top edge of ledge J. J., between and ad 
jacenttosaid projections, is similarly serrated, 
as indicated at a'a'a". The web of the plate 

| for the reception of the clamp-bolts DD. Each 
of these bolts has a T-head, B, across its up 
per end, and beneath the plate A, a thumb|- 
screw, C, C. The clamp-bolt is susceptible of 
rotation in its hole in plate A, and may be 
used in two positions with the T-head adjusted 
across the handles of separate long-handled 
brushes, as in Fig. 2, or in a position trans 
verse to cross-head A, as in Fig. 3. When 
used in this position one arm of the T-head B 
rests on the top of projection E, and the oppo 
site arm of the Tfinds bearing against the up 
per side of the brush-head G", as in Fig. 3. 
The under side of the T-head may be rough 
ened whereitengages the brush-head, formore effectual hold upom the same. 
In practice one clamp-bolt may confine two 

ordinary paint-brushes, and the apparatus may 
be constructed to hold two, three, four, or more 
separate brushes of the ordinary paint-brush 
kind, as may be desired. Formore effectually 
and to prewent their getting out of adjustment 
in relation to each other, the cross-headsor 
T's of the clamp-bolts are, nade with a V 
shaped tongue and slot, as seen at w, Fig.2; 
but this feature is not absolutely essential to 
prewent relative disarrangement of the cross 
heads, and is useful onlywhen the cross-heads 
are disposed transversely with the brush-han 
dles. When the T's areset the other way, or 
so that the Thead lies at right angles with 
the ledges orjaws of the main cross-head, the 
provisions of tongue and slot w areuseless. 
The method of using my invention is as fol 

lows : Having inserted a handle in the socket 
of shank H, the clamp-bolts are loosened. If 
brushes of the paint-brush style are to be used, 
the clamp-bolts are turned so that their T 
heads shall stand parallel with the Serrated 
jaws I and J. The brush-handles G. G. G. are 
theninserted under the T-heads of clamp-bolts 
D D and in position to lie across the Serrated 
portions of jaws I and J. When so adjusted 
in position the thumb-muts C Care screwed up 
tightly, whereby the brush-handlesare firmly 
heads BB of the clamp-bolts. 

If it is desired to use a whitewash or calci 

maintaining their hold on the brush-handle, 
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sary to loosen the bolts and turn heads BB i structed with two upwardly-projecting parallel 
the other way, so that one end of the head c ledges, the frontone of which constitutes one . . 
may rest or bear on top of projection E and jaw of the system of clamping devices, and the 
its opposite end upon the head G' of the brush, 
Fig. 3. In thisway the brush-head is confined 
between jaw I and clamping-head B and by 
tightening nuts C C the brush is firmly 
clamped ready for use. Thus it will be seen that the clamp-bolts 
may be used in two distinctways for holding 
two differentkindsofbrushes, which ordinarily 
could not be confined or successfully held by 
any of the existing appliances used for such 

need not be serrated. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent– 1. Abrush-holder consisting of an inflexi 
ble head provided with two upwardly-project 
ing parallel jaws, either smooth or serrated, 
upon oracross the upturned edges of which. 
the handles of the brushes are clamped, and 
a handle for manipulating the same, in com 
bination with a T-headed clamping-bolt, capa 
ble of adjustment with reference to the head 
bothlongitudinally andtransversely, the whole. 
being constructed andarranged to operate sub 
stantially in the manner described, and for the 
purposes specified. 

2. Abrush-holder consisting of a head con 

back one of which has one or more elewated 
projections, which serve as a support for one 
arm of the T-head of the clamping-bolt, the 
flanking portions of such ledge on either side 
of such elevated projections constituting an 
other jaw of said system, and provided witha 
shank for the attachment ofa lhandle, in com 
bination with a T-headed rotating clamping 
bolt adapted to co-operate therewith, substan 
tially in the manner described, and for the 

For light work the jaws I and J i purposes set forth. 3. The provisions shown whereby the ap 
paratus may be converted from a clamp or 
holder for brushes the handles whereof stand 
vertically orathwart the jaws of the main 
Cross-head to one where the brush-head lies 
parallel with the front clamping-jaw of the 
cross-head, consisting of the T-headed rotat 
ing clamping-bolt and nut B C D and projec 
tion E ofjaw J, substantially as described and 
set forth. * In testimony whereof I have hereto sub 
scribed my name, at Bennington, Vermont, this 

| 24th day January, 1881. HIRAM H. HURLBURT. 
Witnesses: 

FRANKLIN SCOTT, 
KATE L. HURLBURT. 
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