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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKING DEVICES FOR A SERIES OF DRAWERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 137,391, dated April 1, 1873 ; application filed
January 20, 1873,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CASPAR A. STOCK, of
" the city, county,and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Method of
Locking a Series of Drawers simultaneously;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the aceompanying drawing forming part of
this specification.

Similar letters refer to like parts.

The nature of my invention relates to an
improvement in locking devices for a series of
drawers, which, by the closing of one of them,
(by preference the top one,) the remainder of
the series are simultaneously locked, and con-
sists of a lever, a vertical bar, working in ap-
propriate bearings secured to the inside of
the case containing the drawers, latches piv-
oted to the vertical bar and held in their po-
sitions by springs, and staples rigidly secured
to the rear end of the drawers.

Figure 1 is a vertical elevation of a series
of drawersin a case, M, showing the construc-
tion of the vertical bar, lever, latches, staples,
and the bearings of the vertical bar.

A is the top drawer, provided with an ordi-
nary lock, e, in the front end. B are drawers,
which are simultaneously locked by the latches
¢ engaging with the staples d when the ver-
tical bar C is raised by the closed drawer A.
¢ are latches pivoted to the vertical barC. d
are staples-rigidly secured to the rear ends of
the drawers B. a are springs rigidly secured

at one end to the vertical bar C, the other ends
acting on the latches ¢, keeping them against

pins % in the vertical bar C, and in position to
hoolk onto the staples d should the case M be
turned over. ff are the bearings which hold
the vertical bar C, and are secured to the in-
side of the case M.

The dotted lines show the position of the
vertical bar C, the lever , latches ¢/, and the
open drawer A’,

Fig. 2 is a front elevation, showing the ver-
tical bar, lever, latches, springs, and bearings.

It will readily be seen that as the topdrawer
A is opened the vertical bar C will fall by its
own weight, carrying with it the latches ¢, and
bringing the lever b into the position indica-
ted by the dotted lines }/, and the latches into
the positions ¢/, leaving the remainder of the
drawers B unlocked by the latches ¢ being
carried away from the staples d.

I have now,fully and particularly deseribed
my invention and the manner in which it may
be carried into effect; and

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1, The vertical bar C, which by its own
weight disengages the latches ¢, as shown and
deseribed.

2. The latches ¢, suspended from the ver-
tical bar C, in combination with the springs a,
as and for the purpose described.

3. The vertical bar C, having the lever b,
latches ¢, and springs a, in combination with
the staples d, as and for the purpose set forth.

CASPAR A. STOCK.

‘Witnesses:
THOS. A, MACAULEY,
C. L. VOLEHAUSEN.




