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(57) Abstract: Provided is a three-dimensional model distribution method comprising a step of generating a depth im-
age from a three-dimensional model (S121) and a step of distributing the depth image and information for restoring the
three-dimensional model from the depth image (S122). As an example, the three-dimensional model distribution method
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may further comprise a step of compressing the depth image using a two-dimensional image compression format, and this
compressed depth image may be distributed in the distributing step. As an example, in the step of generating a depth image,
a plurality of depth images having different viewpoints may be generated from the three-dimensional model, and in the
compressing step, the plurality of depth images may be compressed using relations among the plurality of depth images.
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