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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a suspended
ceiling comprising an adjustable node and a correspond-
ent kit.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Suspended ceiling systems, often referred to
as a dropped or secondary ceiling, are known in the art
and are typically provided a distance below a structural
floor slab or roof of a building. Such ceiling systems are
often provided in the form of a planar surface comprising
a series of tiles supported by a grid or a series of nodes.
The use of suspended ceiling results in a void being pro-
vided above for the provision of services such as air con-
ditioning, lighting, wiring, piping etc. in said space, result-
ing in a more aesthetically pleasing appearance. Addi-
tionally the suspended ceiling may improve the acoustics
and insulation of the space below. Usually such ceilings
are planar, or adopt simple geometric forms.

[0003] Inrecentyears, ithas become desirable for sus-
pended ceilings, particularly those of large public build-
ings, to have more "organic" forms that curve on one or
two axes and are less regular. Typically, in order to pro-
vide for a curved or non-planar suspended ceiling sur-
face, polygonal shapes having different sizes and/or dif-
ferent shapes are required to be individually located at a
desired location in a particular arrangement to achieve
a particular form. This results in increased cost and time
of bespoke manufacturing and increases the complexity
of constructing a non-planar suspended ceiling system
due to the requirements of different sizes and shapes of
tiles.

[0004] CN 200992 763 Y discloses a suspended ceil-
ing according to the preamble of independent claim 1.
[0005] The present invention aims to overcome or at
least mitigate one or more of the problems associated
with the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] A firstaspect of the invention provides for a sus-
pended ceiling comprising: two ceiling tiles, and a node
provided in the form of a plate, the node comprising a
suspension arrangement that suspends the node from
above, a fixing arrangement that fixes the two ceiling tiles
to the node, and a pivotable locating arrangement that
locates a ceiling tile in a non-coplanar relationship with
another ceiling tile, the non-coplanar relationship being
within a pre-determined angular range, the two ceiling
tiles each comprising: a tile mount that pivotally mounts
the ceiling tile to the node; wherein the node supports
adjacent vertices of the two ceiling tiles; and wherein the
tile mount is a tile bracket, and: the tile bracket comprises
a pivoting member that pivotally engages the node, and
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wherein the node supports adjacent vertices of the two
ceiling tiles, characterised in that the pivotable locating
arrangement comprises an alignment member in the
form of a recess, wherein the recess is preferably an
elongate locating slot, in the node plate that pivotally en-
gages with the pivoting member and aligns a first edge
of one ceiling tile substantially flush with an adjacentedge
of the other ceiling tile, whilst in a non-coplanar relation-
ship.

[0007] Thetile bracket may comprise arounded region
for engaging a node.

[0008] The tile bracket may be separate from the ceil-
ing tile and secured thereto.

[0009] Preferably the tile bracket further comprises two
opposing flanges wherein the tile bracket is secured to
the two opposing flanges and defining a central region
extending therebetween.

[0010] The ceiling tile may comprise a spring for bias-
ing the ceiling tile onto a node. Preferably the spring is
associated with the central region of the tile bracket.
[0011] The tile bracket may comprise a hook and the
spring is mounted on said hook. Preferably the spring is
a torsion spring.

[0012] A second aspect of the invention provides for a
kit of parts comprising: two ceiling tiles, and a node pro-
vided in the form of a plate, the node comprising a sus-
pension arrangement for suspending the node from
above, afixing arrangement for fixing the two ceiling tiles
to the node, and a pivotable locating arrangement for
locating a ceiling tile in a non-coplanar relationship with
another ceiling tile, the non-coplanar relationship being
within a pre-determined angular range, each of the two
ceiling tiles comprising: a tile mount for pivotably mount-
ing the ceiling tile to the node; wherein the tile mount is
a tile bracket, and the tile bracket comprises a pivoting
member for pivotally engaging the node; and wherein the
node is configured to support adjacent vertices of the at
least two ceiling tiles, characterised in that the pivotable
locating arrangement comprises an alignment member
in the form of a recess, wherein the recess is preferably
an elongate locating slot, in the node plate for pivotally
engaging the pivoting member and aligning a first edge
of one ceiling tile substantially flush with an adjacentedge
of the other ceiling tile, whilst in a non-coplanar relation-
ship.

[0013] Thetile bracket may comprise arounded region
engageable with the locating arrangement.

[0014] The tile bracket may be separate from the ceil-
ing tile and securable thereto.

[0015] The recessed region may be arranged radially
on the node.
[0016] Advantageously, the provision of an alignment

member enables adjacent tiles to be located flush with
each other so as to improve the overall appearance of
the suspended ceiling.
[0017] The fixing arrangement may comprise a resil-
ient element for flexibly retaining the ceiling tile on the
locating arrangement.
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[0018] Advantageously, this provides an easy way of
securing the ceiling tile to the node while ensuring that
the ceiling tile can pivot with respect to the node.
[0019] The resilient element may releasably fix or se-
cure the ceiling tile on the locating arrangement.

[0020] The resilient element may be a spring, prefer-
ably maybe a torsion spring. The spring may be associ-
ated with the tile bracket.

[0021] Preferably,thetile bracket may comprise a hook
and the spring is mounted on said hook.

[0022] The fixing arrangement may comprise an elon-
gate slotin the node for receiving the spring therethrough.
[0023] Preferably, the elongate slot is arranged sub-
stantially tangentially on the node.

[0024] Advantageously, providing an elongate slot that
is tangential enables a spring to be positioned perpen-
dicular to the plane through the node and allows the node
plate to be more compact whilst preventing the arms of
springs of adjacent ceiling tiles from interfering and en-
tangling with each other.

[0025] The node is provided in the form of a plate.
[0026] Preferably, the suspension arrangement is piv-
otable with respect to the node.

[0027] More preferably, the suspension arrangement
is rotatable with respect to the node. Yet more preferably,
the tile mount is slidably fixed to the locating arrange-
ment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0028] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Figure 1 is an isometric view viewed from below of
a suspended ceiling according to an embodiment of
the present invention comprising ceiling tiles and
nodes;

Figure 2 is an enlarged isometric view viewed from
above of a ceiling tile of the suspended ceiling of
Figure 1;

Figure 3 is an isometric view of a node of the sus-
pended ceiling of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is an enlarged isometric underside view of
the suspended ceiling of Figure 1 with two tiles re-
moved for clarity;

Figure 5 is an enlarged isometric top view of the sus-
pended ceiling of Figure 1;

Figure 6 is a side cross-sectional view of suspended
ceiling comprising two ceiling tiles mounted to anode

in a co-planar state;

Figure 7 is a side cross-sectional view of the sus-
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pended ceiling of Figure 6 in a retracted co-planar
state;

Figure 8 is a side cross-sectional view of the sus-
pended ceiling of Figure 6 in a first articulated state;

Figure 9 is a side cross-sectional view of the sus-
pended ceiling of Figure 6 in a second articulated
state;

Figure 10 is an isometric top view of a suspended
ceiling according to an embodiment of the invention
comprising ceiling tiles and a node;

Figure 11 is an isometric view viewed from below of
the suspended ceiling of Figure 10, with two tiles
removed for clarity;

Figure 12 is an isometric view of the suspended ceil-
ing of Figure 10 with five of the ceiling tiles removed
for clarity;

Figure 13 is an isometric view of a ceiling tile of the
suspended ceiling of Figure 10;

Figure 14 is an isometric view of a tile bracket of the
suspended ceiling of Figure 10;

Figures 15A to 15D are side views of the suspended
ceiling of Figure 13 in an extended co-planar state,
a retracted co-planar state, a first articulated state,
and a second articulated state, respectively; and

Figures 16A to 16C are end views of the bracket and
node of the suspended ceiling of

Figure 13, with the ceiling tile removed for clarity, in
a co-planar state, a first articulated state, and a sec-
ond articulated state, respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT(S)

[0029] Referringfirstly to Figure 1, a suspended ceiling
according to an embodiment of the present invention is
indicated generally at 10. The suspended ceiling 10 com-
prises a plurality of ceiling tiles 12 positioned around a
node 14. In the illustrated embodiment, there are six ceil-
ing tiles 12 provided in the form of triangles that are po-
sitioned around and secured to each node 14. In alter-
native embodiments, it will be appreciated that a different
shaped or sized ceiling tile 12 may be used. For example,
square or pentagonal ceiling tiles 12 would result in four
or five ceiling tiles 12 being positioned around each node
14, and that any suitable number of tiles may be used in
a suspended ceiling 10 according to the present inven-
tion. In a further alternative embodiment, the corners or
edges of the node plate 16 may be smoothed or rounded.
This would avoid the eye being drawn to any misalign-
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ments of ceiling tiles, if present, and would also reduce
handling risks.

[0030] Further, whilst each tile is shown as being iden-
tical in this embodiment, in other embodiments, the sus-
pended ceiling may be formed from a limited number
(e.g. two) different shapes and/or sizes of tile. Whilst the
tiles in this embodiment have been shown as forming a
substantially uninterrupted tessellating form, in other em-
bodiments non-uniform gaps may be provided between
tiles (e.g. if the tiles are circular).

[0031] Additionally, it will be appreciated that nodes 14
which are provided at the sides or at corners of a sus-
pended ceiling 10 may only comprise at least two ceiling
tiles 12 secured thereto.

[0032] Referring now to Figure 2, a ceiling tile is indi-
cated generally at 12. The ceiling tile 12 comprises a
flange member 22 extending around its periphery and
converging at a point at each apex 24 thereof. A stiffening
lip 23 of the flange is omitted adjacent to each apex 24
so as to accommodate a tile bracket 18. In the illustrated
embodiment, the tile mount is provided in the form of a
tile bracket 18. The tile bracket 18 is provided proximate
to the apex 24 of the ceiling tile 12 and is secured to the
two opposing flanges via a plurality of fasteners 26, (e.g.
self-tapping screws in this embodiment), or alternatively
by spot welding, gluing etc..

[0033] The tile bracket 18 is formed from a central re-
gion 20 and two wings 28 which are provided at opposing
sides of the central region 20 and are angled with respect
to the central region. The angle of the wings 28 is selected
so as to conform to the opposing flanges 22 of the ceiling
tile 12, which results in the central region 20 of the tile
bracket 18 extending linearly, e.g. transversely, between
the two flange members 22. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the tile bracket 18 is a separate component to the
ceiling tile 12, and is secured thereto via the fasteners
26. However, in alternate arrangements, the tile bracket
may be formed integrally with the ceiling tile 12. The
wings 28 of the tile bracket 18 are further provided with
two pivot points 30, which protrude upwardly from the
flange members 22 when the tile bracket 18 is secured
to the ceiling tile 12. In the illustrated embodiment, the
pivot points are provided in the form of curved regions
30, but it will be appreciated that the pivot points may be
pointed (e.g. triangular), or any other suitable shape.
[0034] A fixing arrangement, in the form of a flexible
retaining element 32 is further provided on the ceiling tile
12 for fixing the tile bracket 18 to the node plate 16 when
assembled. In the illustrated embodiment, the flexible re-
taining element 32 is provided in the form of a torsion
spring, although any suitable element may be used. The
spring 32 is positioned on the central region 20 of the tile
bracket 18, extending transversely across the apex, and
is secured to the bracket by a hook 34 provided on the
central region 20 of the bracket. However, it will be ap-
preciated that any suitable attachment means may be
used. The spring 32 is held on the hook by supporting
members 36 provided on opposing sides of the hook 34.
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It will be appreciated that the tile bracket 18 may also be
manufactured from a sheet metal stamping that is folded
to form the features described above.

[0035] With reference to Figure 3, the node 14 is pro-
vided with a substantially flat plate 16, for example a
sheet metal stamping. In the illustrated embodiment, the
plate 16, is in the form of a hexagonal plate corresponding
to the six ceiling tiles 12 secured thereto. If three ceiling
tiles 12 are provided for each node 14 the plate 16 may
be provided in the form of a triangle. However, it will be
appreciated that any other suitable shapes of the node
plate 16 may be used and that the plate 16 need not be
limited to a polygonal shape that has the same number
of sides as there are ceiling tiles 12 secured thereto. The
node plate 16 is provided with a pivotable locating ar-
rangement 42 for locating a ceiling tile in a non-coplanar
relationship with another ceiling tile and with the node
plate, the non-coplanar relationship being within a pre-
determined angular range. In this embodiment, the range
with respect to the node plate 16 is approximately 80°,
being around +60° and -20° before contact with the node
plate inhibits further rotation. It will be readily envisaged
that in other embodiments the arrangement may be
reconfigured to achieve a range of up to 180°, 270°, or
even full rotational freedom.

[0036] The pivotable locating arrangement is in the
form of an alignment member which is provided as elon-
gate recesses in the underside of the node plate 16,
which may be formed as part of the stamping process.
The recesses 42 are arranged generally radially on the
node plate 16 and are configured to receive and locate
the curved regions 30 of the tile bracket 18 when the
suspended ceiling 10 is assembled. As such, the recess-
es 42 have been found to inhibit the node plate rotating
about its vertical axis and causing the adjacent tiles 12
to clash. The ceiling tiles may be permitted a degree of
rotational offset from a true radial position. In this em-
bodiment, the ceiling tiles are permitted a maximum off-
set within an angular range of + 2.5°, although the an-
gular range may be greater or less than this in other em-
bodiments.

[0037] The node plate 16 is also provided with a fixing
arrangement 44 for fixing the ceiling tile 12 to the node.
In the illustrated embodiment, the fixing arrangement is
provided in the form of a series of apertures or longitu-
dinal slots 44 which are arranged tangentially around the
node pate 16 intermediate corresponding to pairs of re-
cesses 42. More specifically, the orientation of the elon-
gate sots 44 are tangential to a circle described about
the centre of the node plate 16. The elongate slots 44
are configured to receive the spring 32 therethrough
when the suspended ceiling 10 is assembled.

[0038] The node 14 is further provided with a suspen-
sion arrangement 38 provided in the form of a bracket
for suspending the node 14 from above. The bracket 38
is secured to the node plate 16 via a fastener 40 which
enabled the node plate to rotate with respectto the brack-
et to further improve the freedom of movement of the
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adjustable node. Additionally, the bracket 38 is provided
in two sections which are able to pivot so as to enable
the node plate 16 to pivot with respect to the suspension
means (e.g. a wire, a rod or the like, not shown).
[0039] Referring now to Figures 4 and 5, the assem-
bled node 14 and ceiling tiles 12 are illustrated in more
detail from above and below, and in Figure 5 two of the
assembled ceiling tiles 12 have been omitted so as to
improve clarity. The tile brackets 18 of the two omitted
ceiling tiles are incorporated so as to illustrate the inter-
action with the node plate 16.

[0040] Prior to assembly of the suspended ceiling sys-
tem, a complex surface of a required suspended surface
will be designed using CAD and a desired shape and
size of ceiling tile and node will be selected, e.g. six tri-
angular ceiling tiles per hexagonal node as is illustrated.
[0041] Firstly, a suspension means, e.g. a rod, is sus-
pended from a structural slab, roof or ceiling of a room
or space. Each rod is then secured to a corresponding
node, where the length of the rod provided for each node
may be different from those adjacent thereto. This ar-
rangement results in an array of nodes suspended from
a ceiling by varying distances, so as to define the required
suspended ceiling profile.

[0042] The torsion spring is depressed laterally in-
wards and is inserted through the elongate aperture in
the node plate. The depressive force is released and the
torsion spring expands laterally so as to engage with the
opposing ends of the aperture. The connection of the
ceiling tile to the node via a spring is able to maintain
tension and hold the ceiling tile up throughout the spec-
ified range of articulation. The force from the spring urges
the curved regions 30 into contact with the pivotable lo-
cating regions 42 so as to align the ceiling tile with the
node. This process is then repeated for the remaining
ceiling tiles which are to be secured to the node. Due to
the orientation of the elongate slots, and hence the
springs, the arms of the springs of adjacent ceiling tiles
will overlap in a manner that allows the node plate to be
more compact without the springs 32 of the adjacent ceil-
ing tiles 12 interfering and entangling with each other.
This arrangement urges the curved regions of the tile
bracket into cooperation with the recesses of the plate
so as to provide the required pivotal connection. The abil-
ity to adapt is important as it allows a standard system
to meet a vast range of surface configurations. The ar-
rangement of the tile bracket and the recess also enables
the ceiling tile to move towards or away from the centre
of the node as required within a specified range.

[0043] A preferred application of this adaptive system
is by mapping a standard system design onto a complex
surface, typically provided by an architect designed using
CAD. The standard system can be manipulated by ad-
justment of node position to generate the desired surface
without having to design a bespoke framework. This sys-
tem may also greatly improve the transition from archi-
tects design to manufacture and installation. It may be
possible to provide a software plug in for popular archi-
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tectural programs such as 'Revit’ RTM and 'Rhino’ RTM,
Such a plug-in could allow the architect to generate the
final details themselves with a bill of materials being pro-
duced by the software, ready to manufacture and install,
greatly reducing design time required to generate com-
plex surfaces.

[0044] When constructed, the tile bracket 18 of each
ceiling tile 12 is cooperable with the node plate 16 so as
to pivotally secure the ceiling tile thereto. More specifi-
cally, the curved portions 30 of the wings 28 of the tile
bracket 18 engage with the recessed regions 42 of the
node plate 16. The curved regions 30 enable the tile
bracket 18 and hence the ceiling tile 12 to pivot with re-
spect to node member 16.

[0045] Referring to Figures 6 to 9, a node 14 having
two ceiling tiles 12 assembled thereon is illustrated show-
ing different working positions of the suspended ceiling
10. As can be seen in Figure 8, the curved regions 30 of
the tile bracket 18 are able to slide along the recesses
42. The variation of the separation between the vertices
24 of the ceiling tiles 12 enables a greater space to be
provided between the ceiling tiles 12 so as to further in-
crease the adjustability of the suspended ceiling system
10.

[0046] Figure 7 illustrates a node 14 of the suspended
ceiling 10 where the ceiling tiles 12 are substantially co-
planar. When a node 14 is raised via the suspension
arrangement 38 with respect to surrounding nodes of the
suspended ceiling system 10, the ceiling tiles 12 coupled
to the node 14 pivot with respect to each other, as is
illustrated in Figure 8. Alternatively, if the node 14 is low-
ered with respect to surrounding nodes of the suspended
ceiling system 10, the ceiling tiles 12 coupled to the node
14 pivot with respect to each other, as is illustrated in
Figure 10.

[0047] Referring now to Figures 10to 13, a suspended
ceiling according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion is indicated generally at 110. Corresponding com-
ponents of this embodiment are labelled 100 higher with
respect to the embodiment of Figures 1 to 9, and only
differences are discussed in more detail.

[0048] Referring firstly to Figures 10 and 11, the sus-
pended ceiling 110 comprises a plurality of ceiling tiles
112 positioned around a node 114. The tile bracket 118
is provided proximate to the apex 124 of the ceiling tile
112 and is secured to the two opposing flanges 122 via
two self-tapping screws 126. It will be appreciated that
the bracket 118 may be secured to the tile 112 by spot
welding, gluing, or any other suitable arrangement. It will
further be appreciated that the tile bracket 118 may al-
ternatively be integrally formed with the ceiling tile 112,
e.g.bybeing stamped from the same blank as the flanges
122.

[0049] The node 114 is further provided with a suspen-
sion arrangement 138 provided in the form of a bracket
for suspending the node 114 from above. The bracket
138 is secured to the node plate 116 via a fastener 140,
which enables the node plate to rotate with respect to
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the bracket 138 to further improve the freedom of move-
ment of the adjustable node 114. Additionally, the bracket
138 is provided in two sections, which are able to pivot
so as to enable the node plate 116 to pivot with respect
to the suspension means 139 (e.g. a wire, a rod or the
like).

[0050] Referring now to Figure 12, the node 114 and
ceiling tile 122 are illustrated in more detail. The node
114 is provided with a substantially flat plate 116, for ex-
ample a sheet metal stamping. In the illustrated embod-
iment, the plate 116 is in the form of a dodecagonal plate
corresponding to the six ceiling tiles 112 secured thereto.
Such an arrangement improves the appearance of the
node plate 116 when viewed from below, through the
gaps between the ceiling tiles 122 forming the ceiling
110. However, it will be appreciated that the shaped of
the node plate 116 may be adjusted to any suitable shape
to suit the application/installation.

[0051] The node plate 116 is further provided with a
pivotable locating arrangement 142 for locating a ceiling
tile 112 in anon-coplanar relationship with another ceiling
tile 112 and with the node plate 116, the non-coplanar
relationship being within a pre-determined angular
range. In the illustrated embodiment, the pivotable locat-
ing arrangement 142 is in the form of an alignment mem-
ber, which is provided as an elongate locating slot 142
in the node plate 116. The slots 142 are arranged gen-
erally radially on the node plate 116, and are configured
to pivotally engage the tile bracket 118 to the node 114.
[0052] Referring to Figures 13 and 14, the ceiling tile
112 and tile bracket 118 are illustrated in more detail.
The tile bracket 118 is formed from a central region 120
and two wings 128, which are provided at opposing sides
of the central region 120, and are angled with respect to
the central region. The angle of the wings 128 is selected
so as to conform to the angles of the opposing flanges
122 of the ceiling tile 112, which results in the central
region 120 of the tile bracket 118 extending linearly, e.g.
transversely, between the two flange members 122. In
order to accommodate the bracket 118, the flanges 122
terminate short of the apex 124. To secure the tile bracket
118 to the ceiling tile 112, the wings 128 are provided
with upper regions 129 that are folded over to substan-
tially conform to the underside of the flanges 122. A screw
126 is then used to secure the flanges 122 and the wing
regions 129 together, to secure the tile bracket 118 to
the ceiling tile 112.

[0053] The ceiling tile 112 is mounted to the node 114
via aresilientmember, as has been described for Figures
110 9. The spring 132 is positioned on the central region
120 of the tile bracket 118, extending transversely across
the apex 124, and is secured to the bracket by a hook
134 provided on the central region 120 of the bracket.
However, it will be appreciated that any suitable attach-
ment means may be used.

[0054] As is illustrated in Figure 14, the spring 132 is
mounted over the hook 134, and the hook is then bent
so as to secure the spring 132 on the hook 134. Each of
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the upper regions 129 of the tile bracket 118 is provided
with a notch 131. The notch 131 is provided on an inward
facing edge 133 of the regions 129. When mounting the
spring 132 to the bracket 118, the spring is depressed
laterally inwards and is inserted through the elongate
spacing between the edges 133 and the hook 143. The
depressive force is released and the arms of the spring
132 expand laterally so as to engage with the notches
132. The notches 131 work to keep the spring 132 in a
generally fixed position during tile assembly and after
installation of the suspended ceiling.

[0055] The centralregion 120includes a pivoting mem-
ber 146 that protrudes upwardly from the central region
120 of the tile bracket 118. The pivoting member 146
protrudes upwardly from the flange members 122, when
the tile bracket 118 is secured to the ceiling tile 112. The
pivoting member 146 is provided with a central section
148, having a shoulder portion 150 on each side thereof.
In the illustrated embodiment, the pivoting member 146
is curved on the upper surface thereof, i.e. it includes a
curved central section 150 and curved shoulder portions
152. Specifically, the upper surface of the central portion
148 is curved towards the shoulder portion, i.e. substan-
tially downwardly, and the shoulder portions 150 are
curved towards the respective wing portion 128 of the
bracket 118. However, it will be appreciated that the piv-
oting member 146 may be pointed (e.g. triangular), or
any other suitable shape. The central section 148 of the
pivoting member 146 also functions as an alignment fea-
ture, and this is discussed in more detail below.

[0056] The tile bracket 118 arrangement provides sim-
ilar degrees of freedom as the embodiment illustrated in
Figures 1 to 9. However, the tile bracket 118 provides a
pivot point between the ceiling tile 112 and the node 114
that is located closer to the apex 124 of the ceiling tile
112. Such an arrangement has been found to provide
improved alignment between adjacent ceiling tiles 112
when they are not orientated in the same plane (e.g. as
isillustrated in Figures 15C, 15D, 16B and 16C). Further-
more, with this arrangement of tile bracket 118, the lip of
the flange 122 is able to extend closer to the apex 124,
due to the pivot point being provided on the central sec-
tion 120 of the tile bracket 118, and hence closer to the
apex 124 of the ceiling tile 112.

[0057] The radial slots 142 are configured to receive
and locate the central section 148 of the pivoting member
146 of the bracket 118, when the suspended ceiling 110
is assembled (as discussed below). The width of the slots
142 are configured to substantially conform to the width
of the central section 148, and the arrangement has been
found to limit or prevent the node plate 116 rotating about
its vertical axis and causing the adjacent tiles 112 to
clash. The node plate 116 is also provided with a fixing
arrangement 144 for fixing the ceiling tile 112 to the node
plate, similar to that described for Figures 1 to 9. The
fixing arrangement is provided in the form of an elongate
slot 144, which is configured to receive the spring 132
therethrough, when the suspended ceiling 110 is assem-
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bled. When constructed, the pivoting member 146 of the
tile bracket 118 of each ceiling tile 112 is cooperable with
the node plate 116, so as to pivotally secure the ceiling
tile thereto. More specifically, the central section 148 of
the pivoting member 146 engages with the slot 142 of
the node plate 116 to pivotally secure the ceiling tile there-
to. Accordingly, the central section 148 of the pivoting
member 146 acts as both the pivot point and the align-
ment guide between the ceiling tile 112 and the node 116.
[0058] The torsion spring 132 is depressed laterally
inwards and is inserted through the elongate aperture
144 in the node plate 116. The depressive force is re-
leased and the torsion spring 132 expands laterally so
as to engage with the opposing ends of the aperture 144.
The connection of the ceiling tile 112 to the node 116 via
a spring 132 is able to maintain tension and hold the
ceiling tile 112 up throughout the specified range of ar-
ticulation. The force from the spring 132 urges the pivot-
ing member 146 into contact with the slot 142 such that
the central section 148 extends into said slot 142 to align
the ceiling tile with the node. This arrangement of the tile
bracket 118 and the slot 142 also enables the ceiling tile
112 to be moved towards or away from the centre of the
node 116 as required within a specified range defined by
the length of the slot 142. That is, the ceiling tile 112 is
able to be moved between an extended orientation (as
illustrated in Figure 15A) and a retracted orientation (as
illustrated in Figure 15B), by sliding of the pivoting mem-
ber 146 along the slot 144.

[0059] The elongate slots 142 are located between the
fixing arrangements 144 and the centre of the node plate
116. Such an arrangement, which results from locating
the pivoting member 146 of the tile bracket 118 proximate
to the apex 124 of the ceiling tile 112, enables the overall
size of the node plate 116 to be reduced. Furthermore,
providing the locating arrangement in the form of a slot
simplifies production of the node plate 116 as manufac-
ture is a simple stamping operation.

[0060] Referring now to Figures 15A to 15D, the node
114 having a ceiling tile 112 assembled thereon is illus-
trated showing different working positions of the sus-
pended ceiling 110. As discussed above, Figures 15A
and 15B illustrate that the pivoting member 146 of the
tile bracket 118 is able to slide along the slot 142 of the
node plate 116 in a radial direction. The variation of the
separation between the vertices 124 of the ceiling tiles
112 enables a greater space to be provided between the
ceiling tiles 112 so as to further increase the adjustability
of the suspended ceiling system 110. Both Figures 15A
and 15B illustrate an orientation where the node 114 and
ceiling tile 112 are arranged in a substantially coplanar
orientation.

[0061] Figure 15C illustrates an embodiment where
the node 114 is lowered via the suspension arrangement
138 with respect to surrounding nodes 114 of the sus-
pended ceiling system 110. Thatis, Figure 15C illustrates
an embodimentwhere the ceiling tile 112 is angled down-
wardly towards the node 116. Conversely, Figure 15D
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illustrates an embodiment where a node 114 is raised
via the suspension arrangement 120 with respect to sur-
rounding nodes 114 of the suspended ceiling system
110, such that the ceiling tile 112 is angled upwardly to-
wards the node 116.

[0062] When the ceiling tile 112 is urged into pivotal
connection the with node 114, the relative dimensions of
the slot 142 combined with the central section 148 and
the shoulders 150 permitthe ceiling tiles to be rotationally
offsetfrom a true radial position. That is, the arrangement
of the slot 142 and the central section 148 enables the
ceiling tile to rotate about an axis defined by the longitu-
dinal length of the slot 142. In this embodiment, the ceiling
tiles are permitted a maximum offset within an angular
range of = 2.5° although the angularrange may be great-
er or less than this in other embodiments. Referring to
Figures 16A to 16C, a node plate 116 with a tile bracket
118 assembled thereon is illustrated in various rotational
orientations. The tile bracket 118, and hence the ceiling
tile 112, is able to be adjusted/rotated from a substantially
co-planar orientation (Figures 16A) to either of a first or
second rotational state (as illustrated in Figures 16B and
16C). Such an arrangement enables a ceiling tile to be
arranged in a non-coplanar relationship with another ceil-
ing tile, within a pre-determined angular range.

[0063] Although the invention has been described
above with reference to one or more preferred embodi-
ments, it will be appreciated that various changes or mod-
ifications may be made without departing from the scope
of the invention as defined in the appended claims.
[0064] Alternative fixing arrangements to those de-
scribed above may be provided. For example, the ceiling
tiles may hook into slots provided in the node. Such slots
would be positioned and sized so as to allow directional
movement towards and away from the centre of the node.
The hooks may be provided with location features which
provide a similar pivoting arrangement to that described
with reference to the Figures. The ceiling tiles may be
releasably secured, e.g. bolted, to the node using a coil
spring, or any other suitable spring may be used.
[0065] The node plate may not be a pressed metal
plate, and for example may be a plastics material which
is thermoformed or injection moulded. Although, it will be
appreciated that any suitable material and method of
manufacture may be used to produce a node plate.
[0066] The spacing between adjacent ceiling tiles may
be substantially covered by laterally extended flanges
extending from the flange 22. Alternatively, the spacing
between adjacent ceiling tiles may be covered by a sep-
arate component which is secured to one or both ceiling
tiles. This would provide the appearance of on uninter-
rupted surface from a suitable distance.

Claims

1. A suspended ceiling (10, 110) comprising:
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two ceiling tiles (12, 112); and
anode (14, 114) provided in the form of a plate
(16, 166), the node comprising:

a suspension arrangement (30, 138) that
suspends the node (14, 114) from above;
afixing arrangement (44, 144) that fixes the
two ceiling tiles (12, 112) to the node (14,
114); and

a pivotable locating arrangement that lo-
cates a ceiling tile (12, 112) in a non-copla-
nar relationship with another ceiling tile (12,
112), the non-coplanar relationship being
within a pre-determined angular range;
wherein the two ceiling tiles (12, 112) each
comprise a tile mount that pivotally mounts
the ceiling tile (12, 112) to the node (14,
114);

wherein the node (14, 114) supports adja-
cent vertices of the two ceiling tiles (12,
112); and

wherein the tile mount is a tile bracket (18,
118), and the tile bracket (18, 118) compris-
es apivoting member (30, 146) that pivotally
engages the node (14, 114);

characterised in that:

the pivotable locating arrangement comprises
an alignment member in the form of a recess
(42), wherein the recess is preferably an elon-
gate locating slot (142), in the node plate (16,
166) that pivotally engages with the pivoting
member (30, 146) and aligns a first edge of one
ceiling tile (12, 112) substantially flush with an
adjacent edge of the other ceiling tile (12, 112),
whilst in a non-coplanar relationship.

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to claim 1,
wherein the pivoting member (30, 146) comprises a
rounded region.

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to any one
of claims 1 or claim 2, wherein each of the two ceiling
tiles (12, 112) further

comprises two opposing flanges (22, 122), wherein
the tile bracket (18, 118) is secured to the two op-
posing flanges (22, 122) and defines a central region
(20, 120) extending therebetween.

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to claim 3,
wherein the pivoting member (30, 146) protrudes up-
wardly from the opposing flanges (22, 122).

A suspended ceiling (110) according to claim 3,
wherein the central region (120) comprises the piv-

oting member.

A suspended ceiling (110) according to claim 5,
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1.

12.

13.

14.

wherein said pivoting member (146) protrudes up-
wardly from the central region (120).

A suspended ceiling (110) according to claim 6,
wherein the pivoting member (146) comprises a cen-
tral section (148) having a shoulder portion (150) pro-
vided on opposing sides of the central section (148).

A suspended ceiling (10) according to claim 3,
wherein two wings (28) are provided at opposing
sides of the central region (20), and wherein said
wings (28) are angled with respect to the central re-
gion (20) such that the wings (28) conform to the
opposing flanges (22) and the central region (20)
extends linearly between the two opposing flanges
(22).

A suspended ceiling (10) according to claim 8,
wherein the pivoting member (30) is in the form of a
pivot point on each of the wings (28), the pivot points
each protruding upwardly from the flange members
(22).

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to any one
of claims 1 to 9, wherein the pivoting member (30,
146) is provided proximate an apex of the ceiling tile
(12, 112).

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to any one
of claims 1 to 10, wherein the fixing element (32,
132) is a resilient element for biasing the ceiling tile
(12, 112) onto a node (14, 114).

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to claim 10,
wherein the fixing element (32, 132) comprises a
spring, preferably wherein the spring is a torsion
spring.

A suspended ceiling (10, 110) according to claim 1,
wherein the tile bracket (18, 118) is slideably mount-
ed to the locating arrangement (42, 142).

A kit of parts comprising:

two ceiling tiles (12, 112); and
a node (14, 114) provided in the form of a plate
(16, 166), the node comprising:

a suspension arrangement (30, 138) for
suspending the node (14, 114) from above;
a fixing arrangement (44, 144) for fixing the
two ceiling tiles (12, 112) to the node (14,
114); and

a pivotable locating arrangement for locat-
ing a ceiling tile (12, 112) in a non-coplanar
relationship with another ceiling tile (12,
112), the non-coplanar relationship being
within a pre-determined angular range;
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wherein each of the two ceiling tiles (12,
112) comprise a tile mount for pivotably
mounting the ceiling tile (12, 112) to the
node (14, 114);

wherein the tile mount is a tile bracket (18,
118), and the tile bracket comprises a piv-
oting member (30, 146) for pivotally engag-
ing the node (14, 114); and

wherein the node is configured to support
adjacent vertices of the at least two ceiling
tiles;

characterised in that:

the pivotable locating arrangement comprises
an alignment member in the form of a recess
(42), wherein the recess is preferably an elon-
gate locating slot (142), in the node plate (16,
166) for pivotally engaging the pivoting member
(30, 146) and aligning a first edge of one ceiling
tile (12, 112) substantially flush with an adjacent
edge of the other ceiling tile (12, 112), whilst in
a non-coplanar relationship.

Patentanspriiche

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110), die Folgendes um-
fasst:

zwei Deckenplatten (12, 112); und

eine Verbindung (14, 114), die in Form einer
Platte (16, 166) vorgesehen ist, wobei die Ver-
bindung Folgendes umfasst:

eine Aufhangungsanordnung (30, 138), an
der die Verbindung (14, 114) von oben auf-
gehangt wird;

eine Fixieranordnung (44, 144), die die zwei
Deckenplatten (12, 112) an der Verbindung
(14, 114) fixiert; und

eine schwenkbare Positionierungsanord-
nung, die eine Deckenplatte (12, 112) nicht
komplanar mit einer weiteren Deckenplatte
(12, 112) positioniert, wobei die nicht kom-
planare Anordnung in einem festgelegten
Winkelbereich liegt;

wobei die zwei Deckenplatten (12, 112) je-
weils eine Plattenbefestigung umfassen,
die die Deckenplatte (12, 112) an der Ver-
bindung (14, 114) schwenkbar befestigt;
wobei die Verbindung (14, 114) aneinander
angrenzende Ecken der zwei Deckenplat-
ten (12, 112) halt; und

wobei die Plattenbefestigung eine Platten-
halterung (18, 118) ist und wobei die Plat-
tenhalterung (18, 118) ein Schwenkele-
ment (30, 146) umfasst, das mit der Verbin-
dung (14, 114) schwenkbar in Eingriff ge-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

langt,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

die schwenkbare Positionierungsanordnung ein
Ausrichtelement in Form einer Vertiefung (42)
umfasst, wobei die Vertiefung vorzugsweise ein
langlicher Positionierungsschlitz (142) in der
Verbindungsplatte (16, 166) ist, der mit dem
Schwenkelement (30, 146) schwenkbar in Ein-
griff gelangt und eine erste Kante einer Decken-
platte (12, 112) im Wesentlichen biindig auf eine
angrenzende Kante der weiteren Deckenplatte
(12, 112) in einer nicht komplanaren Anordnung
ausrichtet.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei das Schwenkelement (30, 146) einen abgerun-
deten Bereich umfasst.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach Anspruch 1 oder
Anspruch 2, wobei jede der zwei Deckenplatten (12,
112) ferner zwei gegeniberliegende Flansche (22,
122) umfasst, wobei die Plattenhalterung (18, 118)
an den zwei gegeniberliegenden Flanschen (22,
122) befestigt ist und einen zentralen Bereich (20,
120) definiert, der sich dazwischen erstreckt.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach Anspruch 3, wo-
bei das Schwenkelement (30, 146) von den gegen-
Uberliegenden Flanschen (22, 122) nach oben vor-
steht.

Abgehangte Decke (110) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
derzentrale Bereich (120) das Schwenkelementum-
fasst.

Abgehangte Decke (110) nach Anspruch 5, wobei
das Schwenkelement (146) vom zentralen Bereich
(120) nach oben vorsteht.

Abgehangte Decke (110) nach Anspruch 6, wobei
das Schwenkelement (146) ein zentrales Teilstlick
(148) umfasst, das einen Schulterabschnitt (150)
hat, der an entgegengesetzten Seiten des zentralen
Teilstiicks (148) vorgesehen ist.

Abgehangte Decke (10) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
zwei Fligel (28) an entgegengesetzten Seiten des
zentralen Bereichs (20) vorgesehen sind und wobei
die Flugel (28) in Bezug auf den zentralen Bereich
(20) so angewinkelt sind, dass die Fligel (28) zuden
gegentuberliegenden Flanschen (22) passenund der
zentrale Bereich (20) zwischen den zwei gegeni-
berliegenden Flanschen (22) geradlinig verlauft.

Abgehangte Decke (10) nach Anspruch 8, wobei das
Schwenkelement (30) in Form eines Drehpunkts an
jedem der Fligel (28) vorliegt, wobei die Drehpunkte
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jeweils von den Flanschelementen (22) nach oben
vorstehen.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach einem der An-
spriiche 1 bis 9, wobei das Schwenkelement (30,
146) direkt am hochsten Punkt der Deckenplatte (12,
112) vorgesehen ist.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach einem der An-
spriiche 1 bis 10, wobei das Fixierelement (32, 132)
ein elastisches Elementist, um die Deckenplatte (12,
112) auf einer Verbindung (14, 114) vorzuspannen.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach Anspruch 10, wo-
bei das Fixierelement (32, 132) eine Feder umfasst,
wobei die Feder vorzugsweise eine Torsionsfeder
ist.

Abgehangte Decke (10, 110) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Plattenhalterung (18, 118) an der Positionie-
rungsanordnung (42, 142) verschiebbar angebracht
ist.

Bausatz, der Folgendes umfasst:

zwei Deckenplatten (12, 112); und

eine Verbindung (14, 114), die in Form einer
Platte (16, 166) vorgesehen ist, wobei die Ver-
bindung Folgendes umfasst:

eine Aufhangungsanordnung (30, 138) zum
Aufhangen der Verbindung (14, 114) von
oben;

eine Fixieranordnung (44, 144) zum Fixie-
ren der zwei Deckenplatten (12, 112) an der
Verbindung (14, 144); und

eine schwenkbare Positionierungsanord-
nung zum Positionieren einer Deckenplatte
(12, 112) in einer nicht komplanaren Anord-
nung mit einer weiteren Deckenplatte (12,
112), wobei die nicht komplanare Anord-
nung in einem festgelegten Winkelbereich

liegt;
wobei jede der zwei Deckenplatten (12,
112) eine Plattenbefestigung zum

schwenkbaren Befestigen der Deckenplat-
te (12, 112) an der Verbindung (14, 114)
umfasst;

wobei die Plattenbefestigung eine Platten-
halterung (18, 118) ist und die Plattenhalte-
rung ein Schwenkelement (30, 146) um-
fasst, das mit der Verbindung (14; 114)
schwenkbar in Eingriff gelangt; und

wobei die Verbindung so konfiguriert ist,
dass sie aneinander angrenzende Ecken
der wenigstens zwei Deckenplatten halt;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:
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10

die schwenkbare Positionierungsanord-
nung ein Ausrichtelement in Form einer
Vertiefung (42) umfasst, wobei die Vertie-
fung vorzugsweise ein langlicher Positio-
nierungsschlitz (142) in der Verbindungs-
platte (16, 166) ist, der

mit dem Schwenkelement (30, 146)
schwenkbar in Eingriff gelangt und eine ers-
te Kante einer Deckenplatte (12, 112) im
Wesentlichen biindig mit einer angrenzen-
den Kante der weiteren Deckenplatte (12,
112)in einer nicht komplanaren Anordnung
ausrichtet.

Revendications

Un faux plafond (10, 110) comprenant :

deux dalles de plafond (12, 112) ; et
un nceud (14, 114) prévu sous la forme d’'une
plaque (16, 166), le nceud comprenant :

un agencementde suspension (30, 138) qui
suspend le nceud (14, 114) par le dessus ;
un agencement de fixation (44, 144) qui fixe
les deux dalles de plafond (12, 112) au
nceud (14, 114) ; et

un agencement de positionnement pivotant
quipositionne une dalle de plafond (12, 112)
dans une relation non coplanaire avec une
autre dalle de plafond (12, 112), la relation
non coplanaire étant dans une plage angu-
laire prédéterminée ;

dans lequel les deux dalles de plafond (12,
112) comprennent chacune un élément de
montage de dalle qui monte de maniére pi-
votante la dalle de plafond (12, 112) sur le
nceud (14, 114) ;

danslequel le nceud (14, 114) supporte des
sommets adjacents des deux dalles de pla-
fond (12, 112) ; et

dans lequel le élément de montage de dalle est
un support de dalle (18, 118), et le support de
dalle (18, 118) comprend un élément pivotant
(30, 146) qui engage de maniere pivotante le
nceud (14, 114) ; caractérisé en ce que :

le dispositif de positionnement pivotant com-
prend un élément d’alignement sous la forme
d’un évidement (42), danslequel I'évidement est
de préférence une fente de positionnement al-
longée (142), dans la plaque nodale (16, 166)
qui s’engage de maniére pivotante avec I'élé-
ment pivotant (30, 146) etaligne un premier bord
d’une dalle de plafond (12, 112) sensiblement
auras d’'un bord adjacent de 'autre dalle de pla-
fond (12, 112), tout en étant dans une relation
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non coplanaire.

Faux plafond (10, 110) selonlarevendication 1, dans
lequel I'élément pivotant (30, 146) comprend une ré-
gion arrondie.

Faux plafond (10, 110) selon l'une quelconque des
revendications 1 ou 2, danslequel chacune des deux
dalles de plafond (12, 112) comprend en outre deux
rebords opposés (22, 122), dans lequel le support
de dalle (18, 118) est fixé aux deux rebords opposés
(22, 122) et définit une région centrale (20, 120)
s’étendant entre eux.

Faux plafond (10, 110) selonlarevendication 3, dans
lequel I'élément pivotant (30, 146) fait saillie vers le
haut depuis les rebords opposés (22, 122).

Faux plafond (110) selon la revendication 3, dans
lequel la région centrale (120) comprend I'élément
pivotant.

Faux plafond (110) selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel ledit élément pivotant (146) fait saillie vers le
haut a partir de la région centrale (120).

Faux plafond (110) selon la revendication 6, dans
lequel I'élément pivotant (146) comprend une sec-
tion centrale (148) ayant une partie d’épaulement
(150) prévue sur les cbtés opposés de la section
centrale (148).

Faux plafond (10) selon la revendication 3, dans le-
quel deux ailes (28) sont prévues sur des cétés op-
posés de la région centrale (20), et dans lequel les-
dites ailes (28) sont inclinées par rapport a la région
centrale (20) de telle sorte que les ailes (28) épou-
sent les rebords opposés (22) et la région centrale
(20) s’étend linéairement entre les deux rebords op-
posées (22).

Faux plafond (10) selon la revendication 8, dans le-
quel I'élément pivotant (30) se présente sous la for-
me d’un point de pivot sur chacune des ailes (28),
les points de pivot faisant chacun saillie vers le haut
a partir des éléments de rebord (22).

Faux plafond (10, 110) selon l'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 9, dans lequel I'élément pivotant
(30, 146) est prévu a proximité d’'un sommet de la
dalle de plafond (12, 112).

Faux plafond (10, 110) selon l'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 10, dans lequel I'élément de fixa-
tion (32, 132) est un élément élastique pour solliciter
la dalle de plafond (12, 112) sur un nceud (14, 114).

Faux plafond (10, 110) selon la revendication 10,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

1"

13.

14.

20

dans lequel I'élément de fixation (32, 132) comprend
un ressort, de préférence dans lequel le ressort est
un ressort de torsion.

Fauxplafond (10, 110) selon larevendication 1, dans
lequel le support de dalle (18, 118) est monté de
maniére coulissante sur 'agencement de position-
nement (42, 142).

Un kit de piéces comprenant :

deux dalles de plafond (12, 112) ; et
un nceud (14, 114) prévu sous la forme d’'une
plaque (16, 166), le nceud comprenant :

un agencement de suspension (30, 138)
pour suspendre le nceud (14, 114) par le
dessus ;

un agencement de fixation (44, 144) pour
fixer les deux dalles de plafond (12, 112) au
nceud (14, 114) ; et

un agencement de positionnement pivotant
pour positionner une dalle de plafond (12,
112) dans une relation non coplanaire avec
une autre dalle de plafond (12, 112), la re-
lation non coplanaire étant dans une plage
angulaire prédéterminée ;

dans lequel chacune des deux dalles de plafond
(12, 112) comprend un élément de montage de
dalle pour monter de maniére pivotante la dalle
de plafond (12, 112) sur le nceud (14, 114) ;
dans lequel I'élément de montage de dalle est
un support de dalle (18, 1 18), et le support de
dalle comprend un élément pivotant (30, 146)
pour engager de maniére pivotante le nceud (14,
114) ; et

dans lequel le nceud est configuré pour suppor-
ter des sommets adjacents des au moins deux
dalles de plafond ; caractérisé en ce que :

le dispositif de positionnement pivotant com-
prend un élément d’alignement sous la forme
d’'un évidement (42), danslequel I'évidementest
de préférence une fente de positionnement al-
longée (142), dans la plaque nodale (16, 166)
pour engager de maniere pivotante I'élément pi-
votant (30, 146) et aligner un premier bord d’'une
dalle de plafond (12, 112) sensiblement au ras
d'un bord adjacent de l'autre dalle de plafond
(12, 112), tout en étant dans une relation non
coplanaire.
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