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[57] ABSTRACT

A container is provided for housing desiccant material
therein and for facilitating fluid flow therethrough to a
surrounding environment. The container comprises a cup
member including a base or bottom wall member and a
generally cylindrically shaped outer wall connected to the
base or bottom wall member to thereby define a housing. A
plurality of openings extend through the outer wall and
provide communication between the housing and the sur-
rounding environment. At least one recessed, relief portion
is provided in communication with one of the openings. The
recessed. relief portion has an outer diameter dimension less
than the outer diameter dimension of the cup member.
Accordingly, when the cup is snugly received in an associ-
ated canister or the like, a relief area is formed that defines
a fluid flow channel along the interface of the cup member
and canister.

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
FLUID FLOW ADSORBENT CONTAINER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains to an adsorbent container for use
in proximity drying processes such as those utilized in
automobile air conditioner systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Adsorbents, such as desiccants, are commonly used in
automotive air conditioning systems for dehydrating air and
refrigerants. Particulate desiccants are common in such
systems because the high surface area-to-volume ratios of
the particles facilitate the interaction of the particles with
surrounding air or fluid. Since the particles of desiccant must
be held in the air or fluid stream and prevented from
contaminating other parts of the system. the particles must
be held in a container which is permeable to the air or fluid
but impermeable to the particles.

One form of dryer used in automotive air conditioning
systems includes an elongated receiver or accumulator can-
ister having inlet and outlet ports communicating with the
interior of the canister. A desiccant container is positioned in
the interior of the canister and allows for air and/or flow fluid
through the desiccant material.

The desiccant material itself may be in the form of a
powder or particulate material encased within a felt-like bag
or enclosure. Examples of such bags and enclosures are
described. for instance, in U.S. Pat. No. 4,474,035 (Amin et
al.); U.S. Pat. No. 4,619,673 (Cullen et al.) and U.S. Pat. No.
5,177.982 (Plemens).

In another approach developed by the assignee of the
present invention, a desiccant containing cup member is
provided to house the particulate desiccant. The cupisof a
one-piece molded plastic construction with the outside
diameter fitting snugly within the receiver or accumulator
canister. Openings along the top lid of the cup and along the
cup bottom allow for fluid (e.g., air and refrigerant) flow
through the cup and desiccant material for subsequent exit
through an outlet port associated with the canister, A filter
element such as a porous felt like material is superposed
over the desiccant under the cup lid and, in similar fashion,
the filter material also is disposed under the desiccant along
the bottom of the cup.

Although the cup design as above described has provided
significant advantage in the manufacture, and uniformity of
the cup and in the reliable accurate reception of the cup in
the canister. it is desired to improve upon this cup design to
allow for a greater filter surface area and to minimize
pressure drop through the cup.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly. the present invention is directed toward an
improved adsorbent containing cup design which design not
only provides for snug reception of the cup within its
associated canister, but also provides for increased filter
surface area while minimizing pressure drop.

The cup structure includes a plurality of axially extending
slots that are disposed around the outer periphery or wall of
the cup to provide communication between the cup interior
and the outside. The slots are separated from each other by
the provision of axially extending posts. To provide stability
to the cup, transverse flute members are provided transverse
to the cup axis and extend across the slots.

In one embodiment of the invention, the flutes and slots,
together define a recessed, relief area having a cross sec-
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2

tional dimension (0.d.) that is less than the outside diameter
of the cup. Accordingly, when received in the air conditioner
system canister, fluid may flow into the canister through an
open cap structure and then contact desiccant housed in the
cup. Dried and filtered fluid flow radially exits the cup
through the slots and travels along the inside diameter of the
canister within the recessed relief area to the canister outlet
port.

In another embodiment, the slots, flutes, and posts are all
provided in a reduced diameter portion of the cup outer wall.
This reduced diameter section provides spacing from the
inner diameter of the receiver or accumulator canister wall,
Fluid accordingly flows through the cup, radially outwardly
through the slots and then along this spacing, ultimately to
the canister outlet post.

The invention will now be further described in accordance
with the appended drawings, detailed description and
claims.

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of one cup structure in
accordance with the invention;

FIG. 1A is a transverse cross-sectional view of the cup of
FIG. 1. taken along the lines and arrows 1A—1A in FIG. 1;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the cup shown in FIG. 1
shown with its associated cap in place;

FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the cup shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal section view of the cup and cap
combination taken along the lines and arrows 4—d in FIG.
2

FIG. 5 is a longitudinal section view of the cup and cap
similar to that of FIG. 4 but showing the cup and cap
positioned in an associated canister; and

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of an alternate cup
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Turning first to FIG. 1 there is shown a first embodiment
of an adsorbent cup 14 adapted for holding an adsorbent
such as particulate desiccant therein. Cup 14 is a one-piece
cylindrically shaped plastic molding which includes cylin-
drical outer wall 20. Equally spaced about the periphery of
outer wall 20 are a plurality of slots 22 that provide
communication between the interior of the cup and the
outside atmosphere. As shown, the slots extend
longitudinally, parallel to the axis of the generally cylindri-
cal cup. The slots 22 are divided into an upper array 22a and
lower array 225 by provision of transversely extending flutes
28. The flutes provide stability to the structure and. in some
instances, provide protection to the desiccant and filter
medium contained in the cup during welding of the canister
into which the cup is received in an automotive air condi-
tioning system and the like.

The flutes 28 are provided as an intermediate array 28a
and bottom array 28b, the latter being disposed along the
bottom or lower edge of outer wall 20. A plurality of
longitudinally extending post members 98 are provided
around the cup, with each post separating and disposed
intermediate adjacent pairs of slots.

On the bottom of the cup a pedestal 24 is provided as an
optional component to provide adequate clearance or spac-
ing of the cup from the bottom of the air conditioning system
canister.

As can be seen most clearly in FIG. 1A, the posts 98 have
an outside diameter that is greater than the outside diameter
of the flutes 28 (flutes 28a shown in the figure). Accordingly,
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the slots and flutes together define a recessed relief area
having a cross sectional dimension or outer diameter (o0.d.)
that is less than the o.d. of the posts. This recessed relief area
will form a fluid flow channel as shall be more fully
explained infra.

Also as shown in FIG. 1A, cup 14 is provided with an
inner wall structure defining an inside tube 26 coaxial with
the central axis of the cup. Tube 26 extends along the entire
length of the cup and is adapted for reception of an inlet or
outlet tube of an air conditioner system canister as shall be
explained in more detail later. As shown, the bottom of cup
14 comprises a flat, annular base or bottom member 42
having a plurality of apertures 45 therein. Of course these
apertures may be omitted, leaving a solid base if fluid flow
requirements permit.

Turning to FIG. 2 of the drawings, it can be seen that cap
16 comprises a central hub 32 coaxial with inner tube 26 of
the cup and adapted for concentric reception around this
inner tube 26. A plurality of radially oriented spokes 34
extend outwardly from hub 32 and connect hub 32 to outer
rim 36. The outer rim 36 is dimensioned to provide for snug
friction fit within the inside portion 38 of cup wall 20.
Annular ribs 96 (only one of which is shown) may be
provided around the inside portion 38 of wall 20 to provide
for snap engagement of the cap 16 within the cup. It is
apparent that the cap provides a mostly open top surface for
fluid flow passage through the relatively large open spaces
between the spokes 34. Other relatively open air structure
caps can be provided.

The bottom of the cup is best shown in FIG. 3 wherein
annular bottom 42 with apertures 45 is detailed. Pedestal 24
comprises legs 92, 90 that extend from pedestal base 88.

Posts 98 extend around the periphery of the cylindrical
cup, terminating in the top side of outer wall 20. A central
aperture 94 communicates with the inner tube 26 (FIGS. 1A,
and 2).

As shown in the cross sectional view of FIG. 4, the cup
is filled with an adsorbent such as particulate desiccant
material 52. The top portion of the filled cup is lined with a
filter medium 48 such as a felt or non-woven material.
Similarly. the longitudinally extending sides of the cup are
lined with filter medium 50 disposed in the form of a sleeve
around the inner circumference of the outer wall 20. A
bottom annularly shaped filter medium is provided and
shown at 49. Slots 224, b are shown in phantom in this
figure.

It has been found that the combination of filter medium 48
in the form of an annulus based atop the particulate
desiccant. the sleeve like disposition of filter medium 50 and
filter medium 49 all provide an ample surface arca allowing
sufficient fiuid flow through the cup structure and efficient
filtering of contaminants from the fluid passing there-
through.

FIG. 5 depicts the cup and cap combination of FIG. 1 as
snugly received within canister 100 of a typical air condi-
tioning system. Canister 100 comprises a generally cylin-
drical outer housing 102. the bottom of which terminates in
base or bottom 104. Canister cap 106 is snugly received in
the housing 102 and includes axial fluid flow tube 108
depending therefrom. Fluid flow tube 108 includes flanged
portion 110 to aid in accurate positioning of the cup 14
within the canister. Inner tube 26 of cup 14 is coaxially
mounted over fluid flow tube 108. Outer wall 20 of the cup
is snugly received in the inner diameter of housing 102.

As shown. canister cap 106 includes fluid inlet bore 112
and fluid outlet bore 114, the latter of which communicates
with canister axial flow tube 108.
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From review of FIGS. 1-5, it is apparent that a container
is provided for housing desiccant material therein that is
adapted to permit fluid flow therethrough to the surrounding
environment. The elongated slot members axially extend
around the outer wall of the cup and are disposed in parallel
relation to adjacent slot members. The post members are
longitudinally disposed around the outer wall of the cup and
are located intermediate to and parallel with adjacent slot
members.

With further attention direction toward FIG. 1A, it is
apparent that the outer wall 20 and post members 98 have a
common outside diameter dimension. The flute members
284 (28b not shown in FIG. 1) have an outside diameter
dimension that is less than the common outside diameter
dimension of the outer wall and post members so that the
flute members and slots together define a recessed relief area
adapted for channeling fluid flow therein.

The flute member arrays 28a, 285 (FIG. 1) are disposed
in parallel axially spaced relation to each other with the
lower array of flute members 285 extending from and
contiguous to base or bottom 42.

With regard to FIG. 1, a plurality of recessed relief areas
are provided with each of the recessed relief areas being
defined by the upper array of slots 22a, with its associated
bottom array of slots 22b and flute arrays 28a and 28b. The
recessed relief areas extend in the longitudinal direction of
the cup member and terminate proximate the base.

In operation, and once again turning to FIG. S fluid from
an air conditioner system enters the assembly through inlet
bore 112 and enters the cup 14 through the openings
provided in the cap 16. Fluid first flows axially along the cup
interior through annular filter medium 48 to contact particu-
late desiccant 52. The thus dried fluid flow then passes
radially outwardly through the filter medium slecve 56
through one of the slots 22a, 22b. Due to the provision of a
recessed or relief area defined by the slots and flutes, the
dried and filtered fluid may exit the cup along this recessed,
relief area located adjacent to the inside surface of canister
housing 102 and proceed downwardly in a longitudinal
direction to enter mouth 116 of the axial flow tube 108. At
the same time, some of the dried and filtered fluid exits the
canister through the apertures 45 for ultimate entry through
mouth 116 and exit through outlet bore 114.

It is apparent that the provision of an open surface cap,
slots and relief areas in the outside wall of the cup. and
apertures in the cup bottom all cooperate to provide
enhanced fluid flow through the cup and do not result in an
unacceptable pressure drop from canister inlet to canister
outlet. It should be noted that the skilled artisan can readily
appreciate that the inlet and outlet 112, 114, respectively, in
the canister can be reversed and that other fluid inlet and
outlet arrangements may be provided.

FIG. 6 depicts an alternate cup embodiment 214 wherein
the outer wall of the cup is divided into a first transverse
section 21 of an o.d. sufficient to provide snug reception of
the cup within its associated canister (not shown), and a 2nd
transverse section 23 having a reduced o.d. This second
section provides a recessed, relief area or channel when
placed adjacent the inside wall of the canister. Second
transverse section 23 includes a plurality of slots 22a, 22b
extending in the axial direction around the periphery of the
outer wall of the second section 23 with post members 98
located intermediate neighboring ones of the slots. The o.d.
of the post member 98 is the same as the o.d. of second
section 23. Due to the location of the slots in the second
section 23 of reduced diameter the flutes 28a. 28b need not
be of reduced o.d. relative to the o.d. of the posts.
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Here again, in the alternate embodiment shown in FIG. 6,
the provision of openings in the side, outer wall of the cup
allows for greater fluid flow and filter area contact with the
fluid.

With regard to other contemplated embodiments, instead
of provided two distinct regions having different diameters
such as the regions 21, 23 in FIG. 6, a conical taper could
be applied to cup with the maximum widthwise or diameter
dimension being tailored to snugly nest within the receiver
or accumulator canister.

Also, although the cup designs herein shown are generally
cylindrical in shape, triangular, square, rectangular,
pentagonal, and hexagonal, or other polygonally shaped
cups can be provided for wedging or other snug receipt in
the canister. In all of these designs, openings should be
provided in at least one of the longitudinally extending
sidewalls that is spaced from the canister inside surface so
that fluid can flow outwardly from the cup into a space or
relief area existing between the canister wall and container
wall.

Although this invention has been described with respect
to certain preferred embodiments, it will be appreciated that
a wide variety of equivalents may be substituted for those
specific elements shown and described herein, all without
departing from the true and scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A container for housing an adsorbent material therein
and adapted to permit fluid flow therethrough, said container
comprising a base, and an outer wall connected to said base
and extending longitudinally therefrom to define a housing
together with said base;

said outer wall comprising a plurality of apertures therein
to provide communication between said housing and a
surrounding atmosphere,

said outer wall further comprising at least one recessed
relief area formed therein and in communication with at
least one of said apertures,

said recessed relief area extending to said base, and

defining a fluid flow channel.

2. A container as recited in claim 1 wherein said outer wall
is generally cylindrical and wherein a plurality of recessed
relief areas are provided. each in communication with at
least one of said apertures. each of said plurality of recessed
relief areas extending in longitudinal orientation along said
cylindrical outer wall and terminating proximate said base.

3. Combination comprising a container as recited in claim
1 and a canister, said canister having a base and outer walls
extending upwardly from said base to form a housing, said
container mounted snugly within said canister outer walls,
said canister further comprising a top portion connected to
said canister outer walls along a longitudinal portion thereof
opposite from said base, said top portion comprising fluid
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inlet means and fluid exit means formed therein, said outer
wall of said container being nested in contignous adjoining
relation with said container outer wall.

4. A container for housing an adsorbent material therein
and adapted to permit fluid flow therethrough to a surround-
ing environment, said container comprising:

a base;

a generally cylindrically shaped outer wall connected to
said base to define a housing; and

a plurality of elongated slots extending through said outer
wall and providing communication between said hous-
ing and said surrounding environment;

wherein said slots are disposed axially around the periph-
ery of said outer wall. each said slot being disposed
parallel to a neighboring slot; and

said outer wall further comprises flute members extending

transversely across said slots.

§5. A container for housing an adsorbent material therein
and adapted to permit fluid flow therethrough to a surround-
ing environment, said container comprising:

a base;

a generally cylindrically shaped outer wall connected to
said base to define a housing;

a plurality of elongated slots extending through said outer
wall and providing communication between said hous-
ing and said surrounding environment, wherein said
slots are disposed axially around the periphery of said
outer wall. each said slot being disposed parallel to a
neighboring slot; and

a plurality of post members axially disposed around the
periphery of said outer wall, each said post member
located intermediate a neighboring pair of said slots.

6. A container as recited in claim 4 wherein said outer wall
further comprises a first transverse section having a first
outer diameter and a second transverse section having a
second outer diameter smaller than said first outer diameter;
said plurality of elongated apertures being provided in said
second transverse section.

7. A container is recited in claim 5 wherein said outer wall
further comprises a first transverse section having a first
outer member and a second transverse section having a
second outer diameter smaller than said first outer diameter.
said plurality of elongated slots being provided in said
second transverse section.

8. The container as recited in claim 4 wherein said flute
members are provided in an upper transverse array and a
lower transverse array, said flute member arrays disposed in
substantially parallel axially spaced relation to each other,
said lower array of flute members extending from and being
contiguous to said base.
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