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To all whom it may concern: m 
Be it known that , GEORGE W. WEEss, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, borough of Brook 
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New 
York, have invented a new and improved 
Thread and Tape Holder, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 

in the ordinary form of sewing machines, 
the table or top is made no larger than is 
considered necessary for the supporting of 
the-articles or garments to be sewed, and this 
is particularly true of those sewing machines 
employed in large factories where a great 
many machines are moanted upon a single 
table or top and operated by power. It is 
therefore highly desirable that the machine 
top or table be encumbered to the minimum 
anotunt by attachments, fixtures or devices, 
which although Serving to aid the operator 
in Some respects, yet prevent, and restrict, the 
proper movement of the material. In facto 
ries there is also a great deal of time wasted 
in removing one spool from the sewing ma 
chine spindle and inserting another when it 
is desired to sew with a different kind or 
color of thread, and tiere are also a great 
many partly used spools of thread lost, mis 
placed or stolen by the operators. The ob 
ject of my invention is to overcolne these ob 
jections and difficulties by providing an at 
tachment which may be secured to the sew 
ing machine table or top, or any other table 
or factory table space, and which will serve 
for the support, not only of a plurality of 
spools of thread but also for a plurality of 
rolls of tape, ribbon, seam-binding, or other 
similar or analogous material, which it is 
desired to sew to the article or gament be 
ing manufactured, and these spools and rolls 
are locked against displacement, so that an 
employee cannot accidentally misplace or intentionally carry away a partly-used spool 
or roll. The invention involves various fea 
tures of the attachment, which will be de 
scribed more fully hereinafter and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany ing drawings, forming a part of this speci 
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fication, in which similar characters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts in both 
the figures, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form 
of device constructed in accoidance with m 
invention; and Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a 

device showing a modified form of thread 
holder. - 

in the drawings there are illustrated two 
separate forms which my invention may as 
sume, but in both of these forms the lower 
portion of the standard and the support for 
the rolls of tape, are substantially the same. 
The lower portion of the standard is formed 
of a rod 10 having its lower end rigidiy Se 
cured to a base plate 11 and held upright in 
respect to the same by a collar or boss i2, 
Longitudinally movable upon the rod or non 
rotatable in respect thereto, provide Sup 
ports for a plurality of rolls or spools of 
material which it, is desired to sew onto the 
garnent being manufactured. This mate 
rial may be of any character whatsoever de 
pendent upon the nature of the garment &nd 
the use to which it is to be put. The nate 
riai may be tape, Ribbon, sea in binding, skirt 
binding, lace, or any other safezia, coin 
monly soid or used from arol or spool. By 

66 d. c. 5 the term * tape’ as used hereinafter is the 
specification, I wish to cover any of these 
materials. - 

Each support is in the form of a plate or 
disk 13 having an upwardly-extending ce:- 
trally-disposed collar 14 through which the 
rod 10 forming the lower section of the 
standard extends. The lower plate rests di 
rectly upon the boss or collar 12 and each 
plate above the bottom one rests upon the 
collar 14 of the plate holder. The plates 
are held against rotation in respect to the 
standard in aihy suitable manner, as, for in 
stance, the standard may have a groove or 
kerf 15 extending longitudinally thereof, 
and each collar 14 may have a radially-dis 
posed pin or stud 16 extending into said 
gooye or kerf. The collar of each piate is 
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of slightly greater height than the width of 
the material forming the roll and is of 
slightly smaller diameter than the aperture 
through the spool or tube about which the 
roll of material is formed. A separate roll 
of material may rest upon each of the plates, 
so that the operator may use from any one. 
desired and the use from one roll cannot be 
interfered with by the presence of other 
rolls on the device, as the supports do not 
rotate, and, therefore, the rotating of one 
roll will not rotate any other. The rod 10 
forming the lower section of the standard 
extends to a slightly greater elevation than 
the upper end of the upper collar 14 and 
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suitable mechanism is ovided for posi the corresponding 
tively locking the supporting plates against from each spool exte 
removal save by a foreman or other author ized person. A simple form of locking 
mechanism is illustrated and involves merely 
a padlock 17, having the curved bar 18 there 
P extending through an opening 19 in the 

standard. The upper plate 13 cannot be re 
moved from the standard without first re 
moving the padlock. 

In the construction of thread holder 
shown in Fig.1, the upper portion of the 
standard is in the form of a rod 20 having 
its lower end extending into and rigidly se 
cured to a collar 21. The upper end of the 
rod 10 also extends into this collar so that 
the ends of the two rods meet and the collar 
is detachably secured to the lower rod by 
means of a set screw 22. The collar carries 
means for supporting a plurality of spools 
of thread, said means being in the form of i. 
plate subdivided into a plurality of plate 
sections 23, each of which carries a spindle 
24 extending upwardly therefrom and sub 
stantially parallel to the standard. All of . 
the plate sections 23 may be formed inte 
gral with the collar 21, and each may, if de 
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lar space between the outer surface of each 
50 

25, the rod 20 is 
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sired, be slightly dished or concave toward 
the center. The spindles 24 are secured to 
the supporting plate sections, so as to be 
rigid therewith and to avoid the necessity 
for any support or brace for the spindles at 
their upper ends except in case the upper 
ends of the spindles are bent laterally out of 
their normal positions, 
Above the collar 21 and its spool Supports, 
provide a second collar 25 having a plate 

subdivided into a plurality of outwardly 
extending arms or branches 26 correspond 
ing in number and radial distribution to the 
plate sections 23. Each arm or branch 26 
has an opening 27 "therein concentric with the corresponding spindle and of a diameter 
somewhat greater than said spindle. The 
collar 25 and its arms or branches are so dis 
posed that the spindles extend up to or be 
yond the openings, so as to leave an annu 
spindle and the surrounding Wall of the cor 
responding opening. The arms or branches 
serve not only as guides for the thread 
which passes from the several spools on the 
Eiels up through the openings 27, but 
they also serve to prevent the removal of 

5 the spools by the lateral bending of the up 
per ends of the spindles. Above the collar 

provided with a suitable 
locking device, as the shackle 28 of a pad 
lock 29, so that the collar cannot be raised 
to remove any spool from its spindle. The 
rod extends a considerable distance above 
the collar. 25 and at its upper end has a thread-guiding plate 30 rigidly secured 
thereto. The plate 30 is provided with 
small apertures 31 disposed directly above 

ing 31, so that by pulling on the end of the 

984,251 

spin, The thread 
is up through the cor 

responding opening in a branch. 26 and 
thence up through the corresponding open 

thread, it is caused to unroll without bind 
ing and without rotating the spool. 
dishing the supporting plate sections. 23, 

70 

By 

the thread is prevented from binding be 
neath the spool should a few of the lower 
coils slip of the lower end. 

75: 
Wher it is desired to replace empty spools 

by full ones, the operator may unloosen the . . 
Set screw 22 and take the entire upper por 
tion of the standard, together with the spin 
dles, to the stock-room where the employee 
in charge of the supplies may unlock the 
padlock 29 and raise the collar 25. This 

and the operator has no opportunity for 
stealing a spool of thread unless he takes 
the entire upper portion of the standard, in 
which event he will be immediately detect 
ed. The thread-guiding plate 30 is rigid 
with the rod 20 and serves to limit the up 
ward movement of the collar 25, so that the 
latter cannot be removed and misplaced even 
while the padlock is detached. 
For instiring the proper alinement of the 

openings 27 with the spindles 24, the collar 
25 may be keyed to the rod, or may make 

80 

permits any one of the spools to be removed 
from its spindle and replaced by a new one 85 
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the collar freely rotatable on the rod and 
provide a second or supporting collar 32. 
This collar may be rigidly secured to the 
standard by a set screw 33 and may have 
an outwardly, and upwardly extending lug 
34, adapted for entry through an opening in 
one of the arms, or branches 26. The collar 
32 will thus serve to limit the downward 
povement of the collar 25, support the same, 
and prevelt its rotation when said last-men 
tioned collar is in its lowered or operative 
position. 

In place of the specific form of thread 
holder illustrated in Fig. 1, I may employ 
the thread holder shown in Fig. 2. This 
holder involves an upper standard section 
in the form of a rod 20 similar to the rod 
20 and adapted to rest with its lower end 
in engagement with the upper end of the 
lower rod 10. The thread holder shown in 
Fig. 2 is reversible and adapted to support 
sixteen Separate spools. The rod has se 
cured thereto intermediate its ends, a spool 
supporting plate 35 by means of a collar 36, 
and adjacent each end of the rod 20 are two 
plates 37, each of which supports a plurality 
of standards 38 substantially parallel to said 
rod. Each of these standards terminates at 
a short distance from the plate 35 but they 
are out of engagement therewith. The op 
posite end of each standard is formed with a 
laterally-extending portion 39 which serves 
to limit, the movement of the standard 
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is foiled of two sections and the upper sec 
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with each sta}} are section. 

toward the plate 35. The standards are all 
longitudinally novable through their corre. 
sponding plates 37 and are noi'nally, pre 
vented fi’om lang'e that a sei's limited move 
inent by means of plates () sectired to the 
rod 20 tijacent the oiter sides of the two 
late 3. The cent'ai or spool-sporting 

plate 35 is rigid Yith the it, and the plates 
37 although rotatable in respect to the rod, 
are held in a redete; ailed position hy 
means of colli's 41, igilly secure i to the 
'(d 26) is stitable sef screws (; othel treans. 
The plates 3 are held oist wardly away froit; 
the late 35 aid towai's lics ceilai's 41 by 
Suit: il sprigs 42 all circling tie staidai'i. 
The rod 20 is provided with aty suit alie 
form of locking device, as, for instance, a 
padlock 43 similar to the padlocks previously 
referred to. ti section The upper siandai'd 
inlay be secured to the lower rod id in any 
stitable natine', a.s. for instance, by a sleeve 
or “tiall having set sciety's for engaging 

Wine) the spools (2) the standard are 
city till it is desired to insert new spools, 
tle etire spool-holdica' inay be 'enloved fi'on 
the ta}}-holder by separating the two 
stand: 'd sections at the coli air 44 and the 
fore alah or the cinpioyee in charge of the 
stock. }}ay renuove either one of the plate: 40 ly 'enhoving the coi'espoiting padlock. 
With the plates ( 'emove. the standaris : 
3S hay be move through the spindle-carry 
ing lates 37, the it spools rein oved and 
lies (ies inserted. The spindles are the 
shifted jack li: , place all locked by Fe 
piate }{} at the padlock. 3.} i ends of the 
tle yi'e lay be fille at tie :tine title, 1. 
when the spool; at one end are en piied the 
soul-holer lay be 'eve'sed aid see 'ed to 
tie tape-in older with the opposite end up;per 
lost. The thread is set only froin the 
tipper 'ow of spindles, aid the space ie 
tweet ille over eists of these spiicles aid 
the sool-sporting plate 35 is }l'Ovice , so 
that shoal: a few cois »f the fireatislip of 
the lower ent of the spot i. it has be readily 
ise witutit 'loggii r (i' indig the li:- 
chine. 

in either foil f : y (it vice, the si: is a 't 

Cl 

tion may be reli oved it taken to the stock 
'ooh when it is lesi'e () insert new spoils 
of read. The (') ioyee cirillot 'ei nove 
either a spool of thread or a roll of title in 
less ire possess the key, anti, therefore, theft. 
of the laterial is preveted. 
The s; she base sports iot only the tape 

ol' (): Iki materia it be sew td to the gai'i: it, 
but it also spoits the threati fi sewing : 
said tae and for general Hsie. The levise 
occipies a ye;y Sinai portion of the ava - 
ble sp;'e on the st-Aving a chill f : i) { }} 

other alie, and tie : its a 'c' s: , ; sigli'i 
thai : ) y kind of tape of titly ki di firi'. 

I together, a pil 'ality of pi;t 

for preventing a 'statiot of 

ties tie retirogi ("int eit 'it w 

)f the spindies, and a thre: 

The are is supported 
; : it i: }e goes directly to 

'eas the hi'ead goes to the 
{{ {:}}oyeti. 

(it w tie ii (; ; ; 
ai'iei, wiel 
r portion of the 1:1: thie. 
the above description and ihei'einafter 

in the t'ai as refei to spoils of threat , 
isit by this ieri i wish to esser illy fai'in 
of ball of soil whet) 'i' s r. 14 it a center core 
is eii) to 'til and villet hel' (' not this core le. 
a wooden lock. a air ille. (1 tier vice. 

a jol is nodificatio is a ch: Figes lay be 
anacle in the specific for: it is ve les' ribed 
with it departing froii tire spirit of lay in 
Velli (37), as it is evi felt that it: i) y' sic: 
:liages th:ly be readily siggestec lay (line 
skiied in the art, 

aving this ties cribed iry invention. I 
citill as new a hit tesire to see tire by Letters 
iPatent: 

it. A device of the class descriie E. coin 
prising a stancai', inciding a base and two 
verfic rocks in aliennent rigidly secured pported by 
the lowei' 'od and concentric there witi, 

; it ea is for s-ciig saic plates apat, means aid plates in 
respect to said rod, an outwardly-extending 
plate carried y the lipper iod, and a plu 
rality of silii dies carried by said last-en 
i ()ii : 
sail ice. 

lite is sistantially parallel to 
2. \ {ievice of the clas; dies'ri 

irisii is a vertical standa 
the reis, a plurality of sy 

'a'iis' froi saic life, a 
jet fly saic st: dal's and . 

t 

ed, con 

a second plate 
having aper 
ith said spiri 

(lies is receiving the per cit is thereof 
to jeave a lar sp about said spindles 
for the passiste of tired from spools 
inclinics or said spices heiween said plates 
al) limit the lateral ending of the apper ends i-guiding piate 
carried by said standard above said second 
in itionet liaie and tag apertures theire 
through in a line ent, with said spindles. 

3. ... device of the class (i.escribed, coin 
ising a sia: a 'ci, ; pin 'aliy of substan 

tially pa'alel piates carried thereby and 
serving to receive 'olis of transient in a terial, 
means for preverting the rotation of said 
plates in respect to said standard, means for 
s&cing said pities a part, locking means for 
reventing the removal of said piates from 

said standard, and means carried by Said 
stantiard it is ve said plates for supporting 
spools of threat by cans of which said, 
transient inate:ii: may be secured to a ga'- 
i.eli. 

of it discribed, co 
: I'd, incit: (iing a lase ail a 

- . . . pright including two verti 
: ; ) is i: ; Yi}here; it wi: i (; cil other an 
cetacially see ire 

o 

reiller, a situality of 
; it wi' (it is 'o- s 

, a piate carried 
ildles extending 
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centric therewith and spaced apart be 23 
ceive a plurality Öf rolls of transient in 
rial, and a plurajity of spindles carria 
the second-mentioned 'od and substan 
parallel thereto for supporting a plurai: 
of spools of thread. 

5. A device of the class described, coia. 
prising a standard, including a base and an upright, said upright including two vertical 
rods in a linement with each other and de 
tachably secured together, a plurality of 
plates supported by the lower rod and coin 
centric there with and spaced apart to re 
ceive a plurality of rolls of transient, Saa 
terial, a plurality of spindles carried by the 
second-mentioned rod and substantially par 
allel thereto for supporting a plurality of 
spools of thread, iocking means carried by 
the lower rod for preventing the removal 

of said rolls, and means carried by the upper 
rod for preventing the removal of the spools 
from said spindles. . 6. A device of the class described, com 
prising a base, a standard supported by the 
base, plates removably supported on the 
standard, between which a binding or tape 
is held, means for supporting thread spools 
upon said standard, and means substantially, 
as shown and described for locking the bind 
ing and thread against removal. 

in testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

GEORGE W. WEISS. 
Witnesses: 

CLAIR W. FAIRBANK, 
joi{N P. DAVIS. 
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