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UNITED STATES 

. . . 1490,303 
PATENT OFFICE. 

REGINA. J. wooDY, OF CHESTNUT HELL, MAssACEUSETTs, 
DLARER, CATAMENIAL BANDAGE, AND THE LIEEE. 

Application filed Ray 17, 1923. Serial No. 839,534. 
To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, REGINA J. WooDY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Chestnut Hill, in the county of Middle 
sex and State of Massachusetts, have in 
vented a new and useful improvement in 
Diapers, Catamenial Bandages, and the like, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to diapers, catame 

nial bandages and the like and is an im 
provement on the article described in my 
Patent No. 1451,643 dated April 10, 1923. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

an article of the general type described in 
saidpatent which may be made more eco 
sheet without any waste of material, and also 
to provide a method of making such article. 
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ith the foregoing objects in view, my 
invention consists of a method of making a 
diaper, catamenial bandage and the like by 
slitting a sheet of fabric to which may be 
quilted a layer of absorbent fibrous material 
at the four corners thereof, said slits pref 
erably not being along the diagonals of the 
sheet, so as to form two trapezoidal flaps, 
folding said flaps over on the sheet along the 
short bases thereof, so that the long bases of 
the flaps come together and lie substantially 
in the longitudinal axis of the sheet, and then stitching said flaps to the sheet. My 
invention in its simplest form comprises also 
an article which preferably is made by said 
method and which consists of a fabric sheet 
having a central longitudinal reinforcement 
consisting of two trapezoidal flaps, each in 
tegral with the fabric and each reversely 
folded over the same on its short base, where 
by the long bases thereof lie substantially in 
the longitudinal axis of the sheet. The flaps 
preferably are stitched to the fabric sheet 
along their long bases and diagonal sides and 
suitable fastening devices such as strings are 
attached to the corners of the article. The 
sheet is provided with two slots located, re 
spectively, near the diagonally opposite cor 
ners thereof, each slot preferably being in 
clined to the longitudinal axis of the sheet 
and arranged to receive the nearer corner of 
the sheet on the opposite side of the trans 
verse axis thereof, in the manner set forth 
in my Letters Patent aforesaid. 
An article of this class formed as afore 

said may be manufactured very economically 
because as will be obvious the waste of ma 
terial necessarily resulting when the article 

by cutting and folding a fabric 

is made in the manner set forth in my prior 
patent is eliminated, thereby effecting a con 
siderable saving in quantity production. . 
My invention may best be described by reference to the drawings which accompany 

and form a part of this specification, in which 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a fabric sheet cut for making my improvement; 
Figure 2 is a plan view of the finished ar 

ticle made from the sheet shown in Fi Figure 8 is a plan view of a sheet suitably 
cut for making a modification of the article shown in Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a plan view showing the sec 
ond stage in the manufacture of the article 
made from the sheet shown in Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the finished ar 
ticle made from the sheet shown in Figure 3; Figure 6 is a diagrammatic view showing 
the positions of the various parts making up 
the article shown in Figure 5; 
Figure 7 is a transverse section taken on the line 7-7 of Figure 5. - 
In the particular drawings selected for 

more fully disclosing my invention, 10 rep 
resents a sheet of fabric of any suitable chair 
acter such for instance as cheese cloth, which 
as shown may be oblong in shape and to 
which may be quilted fibrous or other ab 
sorbent material as indicated at 11. The 
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fabric sheet is slitted at its corners, the said 
slits 12, in the case of an oblong sheet pref 
erably not being coincident with the diag 
onals of the sheet, and the lines 13 joining 
the inner ends of each pair of slits prefer 
ably are midway between the longitudinal 
axis of the sheet and one of the longer sides 
thereof. The two trapezoidal flaps 14, 15 
formed by the long sides of the sheet, the 
slits and the lines 13, are folded over on the 
sheet in opposite directions along the short 
bases 13 thereof so that the long bases of 
each flap will come together and lie substan tially in the longitudinal axis of the sheet 
as shown in Figure 2. The flaps preferably 
are stitched to the sheet along their long 
bases and their diagonal sides as indicated 
at 16, 17 respectively. The sheet is provided 
with two slots 18, 19 near the diagonally op 
posite corners thereof, each slot being in 
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clined to the longitudinal axis of the sheet 
and arranged to receive the nearer corner of 
the sheet on the opposite side of the trans 
verse axis thereof, that is to say the corner 
20 passes through the slot 18 and the corner 



$2. 

21 passes through the slot 19 as more fully 
described in my Letters Patent above set 
forth, and the bandage is secured to the body 
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of the wearer by suitable fastening means 
herein shown as strings 22 attached to the 
corners of the sheet. 
In the modification shown in Figure 3, an 

oblong sheet of fabric 23 is slitted at its 
corners as shown at 12' 12' in the manner 
above described in connection with Figure 
1, so as to form the trapezoidal flaps 37, 32, 
and four other slits are made in the sheet 
each starting from a point near or at the in 
tersection of the transverse axis 24 with the 
longsides of the sheet, the said slits 25, 26 
making the same angles respectively with 
the transverse axis 24that the end slits 12 
make with the short sides of the sheet. 
The lines 27, 28 joining the inner ends of 

each pair of slits 12, 25, are midway be: 
tween the transverse axis of the upper half 
of the sheet and the short side 29 and trans verse axis 24 thereof, respectively. In like 
manner the lines 30, 31 joining the inner 
ends of the other pair of slits are similar 
ly arranged with respect to the lower half 
of the sheet. 
The trapezoidal flap 32 is folded over the 

lower half 33 of the sheet 23 which will be 
the lowermost sheet of the finished article 
as indicated in Figure 6, and the flap 34 
is then folded over the lower half 33 of 
said sheet, each said flap being folded along 
its short base 31, 30 so that their long bases 
will lie substantially in the longitudinal 
axis of said lower sheet 33. The third flap 
35 is then superimposed on the second flap 
34 being folded thereover on its long base 
24, and the upper half 36 of the sheet is 
then folded over the third flap along the 
short base 28 thereof, and finally the fourth 
flap 37 is folded over the upper sheet 36 
along its short base 27, so that the long 
bases of the flaps 35 and 37 lie substantial 
ly in the longitudinal axis of the upper 
sheet and said fourth flap is superimposed 
upon the first flap 32. As indicated in 
Figure 4 the end flaps 32, 37 preferably are 
first folded over their respective sheets 33, 
36 and may be secured thereto by stitching as 
indicated, and then the two halves of the 
sheet are folded along the transverse axis 
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24 thereof, first folding the flaps 34, 35 
together along said axis 24 which constitutes 
the long base of said flaps. It will be un 
derstood of course that the stitching, of the 
flaps 32, 37 indicated in Figure 4 may be 
omitted. After the sheet has been folded 
in the manner above described and the arti 
cle assumes the form shown in Figure 5, 
the latter may be stitched along its outer 
edges as indicated at 38, thereby fasten 
ing the two halves together and the slots 
18, 19 are then made in two diagonally 
opposite corners, and the string fasteners 

3490,803 

22 secured to each corner. It will be noted 
that the flaps afford a central longitudinal 
reinforcement, and that by making such 
reinforcement according to my method of 
cutting and folding there is no waste of 
material. 

. Having thus described an illustrative em 
bodiment of my invention what I claim and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. An article of the class described com 
prising a fabric sheet, said sheet having two 
slots located, respectively, near the diagonal 
ly opposite corners thereof, each slot being in 
clined to the longitudinal axis of the sheet 
and arranged to receive the nearer corner of 
the sheet on the opposite side of the trans 

70 

75 

80 

verse axis thereof, and a central longitudi 
nal reinforcement consisting of two sub 
stantially trapezoidal flaps, each integral 
with said fabric and each reversely fold 
ed over the same on its short base, so that 
the long bases thereof lie substantially in 
the longitudinal axis of said sheet. 

2. An article of the class described com 
prising a fabric sheet, said sheet having two 
slots located, respectively, near the diagonal 
ly opposite corners, thereof, each slot be ing inclined to the longitudinal axis of the 
sheet and arranged to receive the nearer 
corner of the sheet on the opposite side of 
the transverse axis thereof, and a central 
longitudinal reinforcement consisting of 
two substantially trapezoidal flaps, each in 
tegral with said fabric and each reversely 
folded over the same on its short base, so 
that the long bases thereof lie substantial 
ly in the longitudinal axis of said sheet, 
the said flaps being stitched to the fabric 
E. along their long bases and diagonal 
SOS, 

3. An article of the class described com 
prising a fabric sheet, said sheet having 
two slots located, respectively, near the 
diagonally opposite corners thereof, each 
slot being inclined to the longitudinal axis 
of the sheet and arranged to receive the 
nearer corner of the sheet on the opposite 
side of the transverse axis thereof, a central 
longitudinal reinforcement consisting of two 
substantially trapezoidal flaps, each integral 
with said fabric and each reversely folded 
over the same on its short base, so that 
the long bases thereof lie substantially in 
the longitudinal axis of said sheet, the said 
flaps being stitched to the fabric sheet alon 
their long bases and diagonal sides, an 
fastening devices secured to the corners of 
said sheet. 

4. The method of making a diaper, cata 
menial bandage and the like which consists 
in slitting a sheet at the four corners there 
of to form two trapezoidal flaps, the long 
bases of which are the opposite sides of 
said sheet, reversely folding said flaps over 
the sheet on the short bases thereof, where 
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by the long bases of said flaps lie substan 
tially in the longitudinal axis of said sheet, 
and then stitching said flaps to said sheet 
along their long bases and diagonal sides. 

5. An article of the class described com 
prising two superimposed fabric sheets, said 
sheets having two slots located, respective 
ly, near the diagonally opposite corners 
Aerof, each slot being inclined to the longi 
tudinal axis of the superimposed sheets and 
arranged to receive the nearer corner of the 
sheets on the opposite side of the trans 
verse axis thereof, and a central longitudi 
nal reinforcement, said reinforcement con sisting of a trapezoidal flap integral with 
the lowermost sheet and over the 
same on its short base, a second trape 
zoidal flap integral with the lower sheet 
and folded thereover on its short base, 
whereby the long bases of both flaps lie 

substantially in the longitudinal axis of 
said lower sheet, a third trapezoidal flap 
integral with the last mentioned flap, 
superimposed thereon and folded there 
over on its long base, said third flap 
being integral with the upper sheet and said 
upper sheet being folded over said third 
flap along the short base thereof, and a 
fourth trapezoidal flap integral with the 
upper sheet and folded thereover along 
the short base of said flap, whereby the 
long bases of the third and fourth flaps 
lie substantially in the longitudinal axis of 
both sheets and said fourth flap is super 
imposed upon the flap first mentioned. 

n testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name this 16th day of May, 
1923. - 

REGINA J. WOODY. 
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