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This invention relates to apparel and apparel
accessories, and the principal aim of the inven-
tion is to provide improvements in such additions
where it is intended, especially in women’s .ap-
parel, to provide a holding and positioning means
to be located over a shoulder and to cooperate in
a novel and valuable way with a tape-like com-
ponent of another article whether the latter be
an article of apparel or not.

In the utilization of the inventmn as above, a
special object thereof is to. provide a shoulder
strap or epaulet for the over-shoulder portion of
a walist, blouse or other upper garment, and an
epaulet which can be carried inside or outside the

blouse or the like but in. either case to have new 1?9

and important advantages. -

In the connection last noted, a further obJect
is to provide an epaulet which may act as a hold-
ing and positioning means as aforesaid in a plu-

rality of selectively prevised different. ways of
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Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view, looking
toward the shoulder portion of the garment as
seen at the left in Fig. 1, additionally showing, as
the tape-like component aforesaid, a strap held
by and positioned within the epaulet.

g, 3 is a further enlarged detail view, this
being a section taken on the line 3—3 of Fig, 2.

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1, except that the
epaulets are mounted on the inside of the gar-
ment.

Fig. b is an enlarged vertical section taken on
the line 5—5& of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is 5 view similar to Fig 2 but showing
another embodiment.

" Fig. 71s a vertical section taken on the line 7—17

© of Fig. 6.
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functioning, according to the desire of the wearer, =

the anatomical characteristics of the latter at the
shoulders, and the nature of the tape-like com-
ponent to be positioned and held by the epaulet.

Also in the connection. already referred to, an -

25

object is to provide an epaulet which may be em-

ployed as a holding and positioning means for a
plurality of tape-like components to be positioned
and held over a shoulder of the wearer..

Generally, the invention aims. to provide fea-
tures as aforesaid in an epaulet of attractive ap-
pearance, free of discomfort when used, inex-
pensive to make, yet long wearing, and in the last
regard, to provide a collection of various attach-
ing devices for the epaulet so coacting as to by-
pass certain strains to insure that these will. be
taken up and absorbed by a part of the epaulet
itself which is inherently sturdier than the re-
sistance to disengagement of an attaching means
for the epaulet selected because of its having.ad-
vantages other than a high resistance to a dis-
engaging force.. .

Por further comprehension of the invention,
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer-
ence will be had to the following description and
accompanying drawing, and to the appended
claims in which the various novel features of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawing forming s ma-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a woman’s
blouse equipped at each shoulder with an epaulet
according to one embodiment of the invention;

such epaulet being here shown as outside the gar- -

ment,

30

35

40

45

50

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 7 but illustrating
the epaulet when the same is to be placed inside
the garment.

Fig. 9 is a view also similar to Fig. 2 but show-
ing still ancther embodiment.

Fig. 10 is a vertical section taken on the line
f0—190 of Fig. 8. )

Referring to the drawings in detail, and es-
pecially to the form of the invention shown in
Figs. 1 through 5, a garment 15 is here illustrated
as provided with a pair of epaulets 16. One such
epaulet is seen in complete perspective in Fig. 2,
in which view the collar {7 of the garment is
omitted. Near the neckline 18 of the garment and
over the shoulder portion of the latter, the epaulet
43 is suitably sécured in place, permanently, as by
stitching 19, or temporarily, as by a snap fas-
tener or equivalent (not Shown). The opposite or
outer end of the epaulet is attached in place to
the shoulder portion of the garment, adjacent a
seam 28 between the main body of the garment
and a sleevé 21. This last mentioned attachment
is preferably by way of a snap fastener, as shown
in Fig. 3, such fastener heirg conventional and
comprlsmg a post element 22 and a socket ele-
ment 23. 0 ,

The snap fastener element mounted on the
epaulet is here shown as the post element 22.
Such mounting thereof is one which hides the
presence of the snap fastener while the epaulet
is in use. To this end an extra piece of mate-
rial 24 is marginally stitched to the underside of
the epaulet {6 as by the stitchings 25 and 26. The
post element 22 of the shap fastener is secured
to the piece of inaterial 24, with its post extended
downward away from the underside of the epau-
let {86, : : .

In combination with the feature just described,
there is a further auxiliary structure on. the
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epaulet, the purpose of which will beconie plain
in a moment. Included in said structure is
another piece of material 27 here shown as
integral with the main material of the epaulet,
and provided by folding the inner end of the
epaulet over and under to lie below a portion of
the main material of the epaulet as shown in
Figs. 2 and 5, so that the stifching 19 passes
through not only the garment 15 but through
what in effect amounts to two plies of the epaulet.
The piece of material 2T may be extended any
desired distance away from the stitching {9, but
it is here shown of such length that when stitch-
ing 28 is applied to connect the outer end of
the piece of material 21 with the main body of
the epaulet, there is provided a lateral tunnsl
through the epaulet of a width sufficient to take
easily a strap 29 of the familiar inverted-U ex-
tension and which may suspend any article to
be carried from the shoulder as a support, such
as a hand bag, a satchel, a camera, a pair of field
glasses, or the like. Thus the stitches {8 and 28,
relatively strong compared fo the impermanent
engagement of the snap fastener elements 22 and
23, take any stress from the strap 29 originating
in a sudden swing or sway of the object suspended
from the strap, and so diverts strain from the
snap fastener, with the result that the latter may
be perfectly relied on to maintain the outer end
of the epaulet in place.

Similar advantages are present when the
epaulet is placed inside the-garment {5 as indi-
cated in Fig. 4. Referring in this connection now
particularly to Fig. 5, showing ‘the garment as
the same one illustrated in the other views, it
will be noted that the epaulet, marked generally
18’ and incorporating auxiliary pieces 24’ and 27’
corresponding respectively to the pieces 24 and
21, and having stitchings 19’, 26’ and 28’ corre-
seponding respectively o the stitchings- 9, 26 and
28, is here constructed exactly like the -epaulet
{6, with the following exceptions:

For one thing, the piece 24’ is here shown as
integral with the main body of the epaulet, in-
stead of a separate plece 24 asin Figs. 1-3. Also,
it is now the socket element 23° of the snap
fastener which is carried by the main body of
the garment, with the mouth of its socket fac-
ing downward from the inside of the garment;
and it is now the post element 22/ of the snap
fastener which is carried by the epaulet, with
the post directed upward. Bub now, with the ele-
ment 22’ mounted on the piece 24’, the lowermost
clinched flange of the element 22’ is nested be-
tween the piece 24’ and the main underlying body
of the epaulet; with the result that the skin of
the wearer of the garment is protected against
contact with the mebal material of said flange.

An epaulet according to the invention when
secured to the underside of the“garment offers
also all the other advantages of the latter; among
which advantages are the provision of a trans-
verse tunnel as before, for positioning and hold-
ing an over-shoulder tape 30 of a slip or the like,
and the functioning of the stitchings 19" and 28’
to bypass strain from the snap fastener as already
pointed out.

Referring next to Figs. 6-and 7, the embodiment
here shown is applied to the same type of gar-
ment elsewhere illustrated herein; and comprises
an epaulet, marked generally 31, which, while
affording all the advantages of the invention as
above mentioned, .offers still .another as will be
mentioned in a moment. Here the epaulet is
made up of an upper plece of material 32 and an
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underlying piece 33 of the same or a different
material. Near the outer end of the piece 33 is
mounted the post element 222 of a snap fastener
with its post directed downward as shown. The
two pieces 32 and 33 are laterally stitched to-
gether, as by the lines of stitching 34, 33, 36 and
31; stitching 24 going through the main body
of the garment {5, and the other three stitchings
establishing three pockets along the length of the
epaulet. :

In the pocket thereby established at the outer
end of the epaulet is concealed the basal part
of the post element 222, while each of the two
other pockets provides a lateral tunnel pursuant
to and having the advantages of the invention.
Through either or both of such tunnels, a tape-
like strap 88 may be extended. When {wo such
straps are thus employed, as the straps indicated
at 39 and 40 in Fig. 7, one might suspend a hand
bag, and the other an auxiliary.

The type of epaulet just described may also be
attached to the inside of the zarment, preferably
by reversing the two elemenis of the snap
fastener and otherwise according to the prin-
ciples of Fig. 5 as hereinabove explained; in
which connection see Fig. 8. Here the socket
element 230 is carried by the main body of the
garment, and the post element 22b by the now

- uppermost piece 33’ corresponding to the piece
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33; there now being provided also, between said
piece 33’, and the piece 32’ corresponding to the
piece 32, a pair of cross-shoulder-spaced tunnels
41 and 42, each for taking a tape or the like from
a nether undergarment. Here, as will be under-
stood, the stitchings 34’, 35’, 36’ and 371’ corre-
spond respectively to the stitchines 34, 35, 36
and 37, .

Referring finally to the embodiment illus-
trated in Figs. 9 and 10, this, also, is shown as
applied to the same garment {5. The epaulet
marked generally 43 comprises a malh member
44, having at its ouber end an integral pro-
longation 45 folded over and stitched down onto
the main member 44 at 46. A snap fastener post
element 22¢ is carried by the epaulet as shown,
this element for cooperating with a socket ele-
ment 23¢ on the garment {5, for mounting the
outer end of the epaulet. The latter is shown as
attachable at its inner end to the garment i5,
also by a snap fastener 47.

The post element 48 of still another snap fas-
tener is shown as carried by the epaulet; this
element 48 being indirectly thus earried, because
directly carried by a slider-sleeve 48 of textile or
any suitable material on the epaulet. At spaced
proints across the shoulder of the garment i5 are
two snap fastener socket elements 50 and B51.
Thus the slider sleeve may be positioned along the
epatlet to arrange the post element 48 to coop-
erate with either of the socket elements 58 and 51,
thereby to adjust the epaulet for most comfortable
performance of its function in acting as a holding
and positioning means for a strap attached to
an article to be carried while suspended from the
shouilder.

In the appended claims, wherever an epaulet
or shoulder strap is referred to as having means
for attachment thereof to an over-shoulder por-
tion of a garment, there is meant that the shoulder
strap is thus intended to be used .or capable of
being so used either at the-outside or at the inside
of the garment. .

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be

5 understood that I do not limit myself to the precise
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construetions herein disclosed and the right is
reserved to all changes and modifications coming
within the scope of the invention as defined in
the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United States
Letters Patent is:

1. A shoulder strap for application to 5 gar-
ment for the purpose described, comprising a
main member, an auxiliary member, means par-
tially carried by one of said members and par-
tially carried by the garment for attaching the
shoulder strap to the latter, means partially car-
ried by one of said members and partially carried
by one of the auxiliary members and the garment
for providing a previsedly located tunnel through
which a supporting strap or the like may be
extended, such tunnel being of less width than the
length of the shoulder strap, said two means being

so arranged and located relative to the length -

of the shoulder strap that strain along the length
of the shoulder strap and delivered from said
supporting strap laterally of the latter is at least
substantially mainly absorbed by the second-
named means before reaching the first-named
means.

2. A shoulder strap for application to a garment
for the purpose described, comprising a main
member, an auxiliary member, means partially
carried by one of said members and partially
carried by the garment for attaching the shoulder
strap to the latter, means partially carried by one
of said members and partially carried by one of
the auxiliary members and the garment for pro-
viding a previsedly located tunnel through which
a supporting strap or the like may be extended,
sueh tunnel being of less width than the length
of the shoulder strap, said first-named means
being a snap fastener the post element of which
is carried by the shoulder strap, the shoulder strap
including a second auxiliary member shaped and
connected to the main member to cover the basal
portion of said post element where it would other-
wise be exposed on a side of the shoulder strap
oppesite fo the side of the latter whence projects
the post of said element.

3. Ashoulder strap for application to a garment
for the purpose described, comprising a main
member, an auxiliary member, means partially
carried by one of said members and partially
carried by the garment for attaching the shoulder
strap to the latter, and means partially including
the shoulder strap for providing endwisely of the
Iatter a plurality of tunnels through each of which
a supporting strap may be extended, said tunnels
spaced longitudinally of and each extending
laterally of the shoulder strap.

4. A shoulder strap for application to a garment
for the purpose described, comprising a main
member, an auxiliary member, means partially
carried by one of said members and partially car-
ried by the garment for attaching the shoulder
strap to the latter, means partially carried by one
of said members and partially carried by one of
the auxiliary members and the garment for pro-
viding a previsedly located tunnel through which
a supporting strap or the like may be extended,
such tunnel being of less width than the length
of the shoulder strap, said means comprising a
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plurality of fastener elements carried by and
spaced lengthwisely of an over-shoulder portion
of the garment, and a plurality of complementary
fastener elements carried by and spaced length-
wisely of the shoulder strap.

5. A shoulder strap for application to a gar-
ment for the purpose described, comprising a main
member, an auxiliary member, means partially
carried by one of said members and partially car-
ried by the garment for attaching the shoulder
strap to the latter, means partially carried by one
of said members and partially carried by one of
the auxiliary members and the garment for pro-
viding a previsedly located tunnel through which
a supporting strap or the like may be extended,
such tunnel being of less' width than the length
of the shoulder strap, said means comprising 2
plurality of fastener elements carried by and
spaced lengthwisely of an over-shoulder portion
of the garment, a second auxiliary member, a
complementary fastener element couplable selec-
tively with one of said plurality of fastener com-
ponents, said complementary element carried by
said second auxiliary member, said second auxil- -
iary member being adjustable on the shoulder
strap for making the selective coupling aforesaid
thereby to provide at a longitudinal subdivision of
the shoulder strap a previsedly located tunnel
through which a supporting strap may be ex-
tended.

6. A shoulder strap for application to a gar-
ment for the purpose described, comprising a
main member, an auxiliary member, means par-
tially carried by one of said members and partially

5 carried by the garment for attaching the shoulder

strap to the latter, means partially carried by ons
of said members and partially carried by one of
the auxiliary members and the garment for pro-
viding a previsedly located tunnel through which
a supporting strap or the like may be extended,
such tunnel being of less width than the length
of the shoulder strap, said means comprising a
plurality of fastener elements carried by and
spaced lengthwisely of an over-shoulder portion
of the garment, & second auxiliary member, a
complementary fastener element couplable selec-
tively with one of said plurality of fastener com-
ponents, said complementary element being car-
ried by said second auxiliary member, said second
auxiliary member being adjustable on the shoulder
strap for making the selective coupling aforesaid
thereby to provide at a longitudinal subdivision
of the shoulder strap a previsedly located tunnel
through which a supporting strap may be ex-
tended, said second auxiliary member being an
endless band of material sleeving the shoulder
strap laterally thereof.
HERMAN F. EISENBERG.
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