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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHAUNCY MI. BENNINGHAUS, OF GOVANS, IMARYLAND. 

BACK-STRAP FOR SHOES. 

1,042,80. 

To (ill chon, it may concern, 
Be it known that I, CHAUNCY M. BEN 

NINGHAUS, a citizen of the United States, 
residing at Govans, in the county of Balti 
more and State of Maryland, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Back-Straps for Shoes, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

back-straps for shoes, and has for its ob 
ject to provide means for holding the strap 
normally open and in an upright position 
and to prevent the tearing apart of the strap 
at the upper end thereof. 
The invention consists of the novel con 

struction and arrangement of the parts and 
combination of parts hereinafter more fully 
Set forth in the following specification and 
pointed out in detail in the claim. 

In the accompanying drawing-Figure 
1 is a side view of a shoe showing my in 
vention applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a de 
tailed side elevation, on an enlarged scale, 
of my improved strap. Fig. 3 is a rear view 
of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detailed side view of 
the metal finger piece. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing, 
forming part of this specification, and in 
which like reference numerals designate 
like parts throughout the several views 
thereof, 1 designates a loop made of Suit 

Specification of Letters Patent. 
Application filed April 10, 1911. 

Patented Oct. 29, 1912. 
Serial. No. 619,925. 

able fabric and having its lower ends sewed 
to the upper part of the shoe in the usual 
manner. Secured to the inner surface of 
the loop 1 is a metal finger piece 2 having 
its upper end 3 curved to fit the finger and 
to keep the loop 1 normally open so that 
the finger may be readily inserted therein. 
The lower inner end of said metal piece 2 
projects down to the top of the shoe to hold 
the strap in an upright position at all 
times. 
loop 1 in the present instance by the rivets 
4, but may be sewed or otherwise secured 
thereto. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is: 
The combination with a shoe, of a back. 

Strap comprising a flexible loop secured to 
the upper of said shoe, and a metal loop 
Secured to the inner surface of said loop 
and having its inner lower end projecting 
down to the top of the shoe and its upper 
end curved, whereby the said loop will be 
held in an upright and open position. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
CHAUNCY M. BENNINGHAUS. 

Witnesses: 
CHAPIN A. FERGUSON, 
WILMER EMORY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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This metal piece 2 is Secured to the 
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