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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,555,718 

COLLAPSEBLE SUTCASE 

Joseph Hirsch Wineberg, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
Application January 2, 1946, Serial No. 638,6396 

(Cl. 190-43) Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to collapsible Suitcases. 
A traveller often accumulates during the course 

of his travels so many additional articles that the 
luggage that he has with him will not accommo 
date them. It is inconvenient to carry a number 
of parcels but yet the traveler may not have any 
need for an additional permanent piece of lug 
gage. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

wide a collapsible Suitcase construction adaptable 
for use both with cheap materials to provide a 
collapsible suitcase which is cheap enough that it 
need not be retained as a permanent piece of 
luggage or for use with better grade materials 
to provide a suitcase sufficiently durable to be 
retained as a permanent piece of luggage and 
which may be collapsed or set up at Will. 
A satisfactory collapsible suitcase must be one 

which, when collapsed, occupies little Space and 
can easily be carried in a traveller's luggage but 
yet can be easily assembled to provide an addi 
tional suitcase to carry Such articles as may be 
accumulated on the journey. In order to Satisfy 
the object of the invention mentioned above, the 
construction must be one which permits low cost 
manufacture out of either cheap or higher grade 
materials. 
The one-piece constructions ordinarily used for 

boxes for dresses or the like, which are intended 
simply to carry light articles from the store to 
the customer's house, do not afford enough 
strength or rigidity for a suitcase, and other Sug 
gested one-piece constructions intended to give 
additional strength are complicated and difficult 
to assemble and involve great waste of material. 
On the other hand, constructions which require a, 
number of pieces permanently attached by gluing, 
stapling or some other special operation are unde 
sirable for the construction of cheap suitcases by 
reason of their expense. Accordingly it is neces 
sary in order to achieve the object of the inven 
tion to provide a construction in which a frame 
separate from the cover member of the Suitcase 
may be held in place by the latter when the Suit 
case is set up or may, in suitcases made of higher 
grade materials where the expense of an attached 
frame may not be undesirable, be permanently 
attached to the cover member. 
The invention Will be more fully described by 

reference to certain preferred forms of con 
struction in accordance with it, these being illus 
trated in the attached drawings in which, 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a blank in which the 
frame is divided into two parts and permanently 
attached to the cover member, the construction 
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2 
being suitable for a relatively high grade collap 
sible suitcase, 

Figure 2 is a View showing the suitcase of Fig 
ure 1 partially set up, 

Figures 2A and 2B are cross sections along the 
lines 2a-2a and 2b-2b respectively of Figure 2. 
The cover member of Figure 1 includes a bot 

ton Section 0 having a back wall section f, two 
Side wall sections 2 and 3 and a front wall sec 
tion 4 connected thereto. Extending from the 
back wall Section i? are flaps 5 and 6 and flaps 
it and 3, the latter being merely of the depth 
i'equired for the cover of the Suitcase. Con 
nected to an outer edge of the side wall section 
f2 is a flap fic and connected to an outer edge of 
the side wall section 3 is a flap 8a, these two 
fiapS carrying Socket portions 9 of dome fasten 
ers. Connected to opposite side edges of the front 
Wall 3 are flaps Ga and fib, and connected to an 
Outer edge of this front wall section 4 is a flap 
20, from side edges of which extend flaps 2 and 
22. Connected to an edge of the back section 
i? opposite that connected to the botton Section 

is a top section 23, to an opposite edge of which 
is Colnected a top front Section 24 and to side 
edges of which are connected top side sections 
25 and 26. Flaps. 27 and 28 extend from side 
edges of the top front section 24, this section and 
the flaps 2 and 28 being of the same height as 
the flaps 7 and 8. Connected to an outer edge 
of the flap 24 is a flap 29, from opposite side edges 
of which extend flaps 30 and 3 f, these flaps carry 
ing dome portions 32 of dome fasteners. Con 
nected along outer edges of the top side sections 

; 25 and 26 are flaps 33 and 34 respectively, which 
carry Socket Sections 33d of dome fasteners 
adapted to co-operate With the done sections 32. 
The frane for the Suitcase illustrated is formed 

in two parts. One part 34 is composed of a 
back portion 35 and side portions 36 and 37 and 
the other part 46 is composed of a front portion 
4 and Side portions 42 and 43. The back por 
tion 35 is attached to that area of the back Wall 
section lying between the dotted line 38 and 
the edge of the back wall section connected to 
the bottom section 0. The side portions 36 
and 3 are attached to the flaps 5 and 6 re 
spectively but not to the flaps 7 and 8. Dome 
portions 39 of dome fasteners adapted to co 
operate with the socket portions 9 are secured 
to the side frame portions 36 and 37 and to the 
flaps 5 and 3. The front portion 41 of the 
frame is attached to the front wall section f4 and 
the side portions 42 and 43 are attached to the 
flaps. 4d. and 4b. 



3. 
A handle A4 and a bottom portion 45 of a lock 

are secured through the front wall Section 4 
and the front frame portion 4, another portion 
46 of the lock being secured to the front top 
section 24. 
The assembly of the suitcase is shown in Figure 

2. The front wall section 4 attached to the 
front frame portion 4 is first folded to Stand 
up at right angles to the bottom section 0. The 
flap 20 is then folded in to overlie the front frame 
portion 4 and the flaps 2 and 22 are folded to 
stand along the edges 47 and 48 of the botton 
section O. The flaps 4a and 4b carrying the 
side portions 42 and 43 of the frame are then 
folded in to lie immediately outside the flaps 
2 and 22. The back wall section With the 
attached back frame portion 35 is then folded 
up in a manner similar to the front portion, the 
flaps 5 and 6 with the attached frame portions 
36 and 37 being folded to lie immediately inside 
the flaps 2 and 22 respectively, these flaps being 
thus embraced by the side portions of the frame. 
Finally, the side wall sections 2 and 3 are 
folded up to lie outside the flaps and Side por 
tions of the frame already referred to, and the 
flaps Ta, and 8a, are folded in over the top of 
these flaps and frame portions to lie immediately 
against the inner surface of the side frame por 
tions 36 and 37 which carry the dome elements 
39 of the dome fasteners. These dome elementS 
may thus be engaged by the socket elements 9 on 
the flaps 7 and 18. It will be appreciated that, 
when the suitcase is fully assembled the two 
parts 34 and 40 of the frame together provide 
a frame extending fully around all sides of the 
suitcase, provided only that the side portions 36 
and 37 and 42, 43 are each at least Somewhat 
more than half as long as the side Wall Sections 
f2. and 3. This is essential but it is not essen 
tial that each side portion should, as shown, be 
as long as the side Wall Sections. 
An analogous procedure to that just described 

is followed for the portions of the blank which 
constitute the lid of the Suitcase as can clearly 
be seen by reference to Figure 2. The difference 
is that in this case the order of folding of the 
flaps is slightly altered so that the flaps 30 and 
3 are innermost in order to allow the dome por 
tions 32 of the dome fasteners to be engaged by 
the socket portions 33a carried by the flaps 33 
and 34. 
What I claim is: 
1. A collapsible Suitcase comprising a cover 

member having a bottom section with a back 
wall section and two side wall sections and a 
front wall section connected thereto, said front 
and side wall Sections being of equal height, a 
top section connected to an edge of the back sec 
tion opposite to that edge of the back Section 
connected to the botton Section and having a top 
front, section and top side sections connected 
thereto; a frame of substantially the height of 
said front and side wall sections and having a 
back portion and side portions and a front por 
tion, said portions being of lengths respectively 
Substantially equal to the lengths of the corre 
sponding wall sections and being secured there 
to, said side portions having separable type faS 
tener elements mounted thereon, a flap connected 
to an outer edge of each of said side wall sections 
and having separable type fastener elements 
mounted thereon, said flaps being foldable down 
inside the side portions of said frame and de 
tachably secured by said fastener elements to said 
frame side portions, and a flap connected to an 
oute edge of said front Wall Section and foldable 
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4 
down inside the front portion of said frame; and 
a handle connected to said front Wall Section and 
said front portion. 

2. A collapsible suitcase comprising a COver 
member having a bottom section, a back Wall Sec 
tion connected to an edge of said bottom Section, 
a pair of back side flaps extending from opposite 
side edges of said back wall section, a front Wall 
section connected to said bottom section, Said 
front and side wall sections being of equal height, 
a pair of front side flaps extending from opposite 
side edges of said front wall Section, Side Wall 
sections connected to said bottom Section, a flap 
connected to an outer edge of each of Said Side 
wall sections and having separable type fastener 
elements mounted thereon, and a top Section 
connected to an edge of the back Section Oppo 
site to that edge of the back section connected 
to the bottom section and having a top front 
section and top side sections connected thereto; 
a frame of substantially the height of Said front 
and side wall sections and having a back portion 
attached to said back Wall section, a front por 
tion attached to said front Wall section, and side 
portions attached to at least two of Said Side flaps, 
said side portions having separable type fasteners 
mounted thereon, said side Wall connected flaps 
being foldable down inside the side frame por 
tions and detachably secured by said fastener 
elements to said side frame portions, and a flap 
connected to an outer edge of Said front Wall 
section and foldable down inside the front por 
tion of said frame; and a handle connected to 
said front wall section and said front portion. 

3. A collapsible Suitcase according to claim 2, 
in which side portions of the frame are attached 
to all the side flapS. 

4. A collapsible suitcase according to claim 2 
in which the frame is composed of two Strips, 
one of said strips forming the back portion and 
two side portions and being attached to the back 
wall section and to the back side flaps extending 
therefrom, and the other of said strips forming 
the front portion and two other side portions 
and being attached to the front wall section and 
to the front side flaps extending therefrom. 

5. A collapsible suitcase according to claim 2 
in which the flap connected to the outer edge of 
the front wall section has flaps extending there 
from along its two side edges, said last mentioned 
flaps being foldable along the sides of the Suit 
case when the latter is assembled, and in which 
side portions of the frame are attached to all the 
side flaps. 

6. A collapsible suitcase according to claim 2 
in which the back portion of the frame is at 
tached only to a lower margin of the back Wall 
section, the resulting upper free margin of the 
back Wall section forming a hinge Wall for said 
top section, flaps extending from opposite edges 
of said hinge wall, flaps extending from opposite 
side edges of the top front section, all of said 
flaps being foldable along the top side Sections 
when the suitcase is assembled, and a flap Con 
nected to an outer edge of each of Said top side 
Sections and foldable down inside Said flaps Which 
are foldable along the top side sections when the 
Suitcase is aSSembled. 

7. A collapsible. Suitcase comprising a COver 
member having a bottom section, a back Wall 
section connected to said botton Section, a pair 
of back side flaps extending from opposite side 
edges of said back Wall Section, a front Wall Sec 
tion connected to said bottom Section, a pair of 
front side flaps extending from opposite side edges 
of said front Wall Section, side Wall Sections Con 
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hected to said bottom section, said front and 
side wall sections being of equal height, a flap 
connected to an outer edge of each of Said side 
wall sections, and a top section connected to an 
edge of the back Section opposite to that edge 
of the back section connected to the bottom sec 
tion and having a top front Section and top side 
Sections connected thereto; a collapsible frame 
of substantially the height of said front and side 
wall sections and having a back frame portion 
attached only to a lower margin of Said back 
wall section, the resulting upper free margin of 
said back wall section forming a hinge-wall for 
said top section, a front frame portion attached 
to said front Wall Section, and side frame por 
tions attached to all of said back and front side 
flaps, said side frame portions also being foldable 
for erection from a flat open condition to a frame 
condition in which latter condition Substantial 
areas of said side frame portions lie in overlap 
ping relationship; said side wall connected flaps 
being foldable down inside the side frame por 
tions when erected; a flap connected to an outer 
edge of said front wall section and foldable down 
inside said front frame portion when erected, 
said folded flaps maintaining Said frame in 
erected condition; a pair of hinge-wall flaps ex 
tending from opposite side edges of Said hinge 
wall, a pair of top front side flaps extending from 
opposite side edges of the top front Section, Said 
hinge-wall flaps and said top front side flaps be 
ing all foldable along said top side sections when 
the suitcase is assembled; a flap connected to an 
outer edge of each of said top side Sections and 
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foldable down inside said hinge-wall flaps and 
said top front side flaps when folded in erected 
condition along said top side sections, said folded 
top side Section flaps maintaining said hinge-Wall 
flaps and said top front side flaps in erected Con 
dition; and a handle connected to said front Wall 
Section and said front frame portion. 

JOSEPH HRSCH WINEBERG. 
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