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4 Claims;

This mventmn relatesto 1mprovements 1n hand
'luggage bags:
It is & primary object of the present invention

to. provide an extremely lisht and commodious.
hand luggage bag susceptible, when empty, of

beihg collapsed and rolled into a relatively small,
~compact bundle, thereby particularly adaptmg

the hand luggage bag for the use‘of serv1c° men :

and officers in the armed forces.

though not limited thereto the’ plesent in--
vention is particularly useful for trensportatlon -

bag, to thus fac1htate complete and compact col-
lapslr:ur of the bag when it is empty. -

“A further object of the invention is-to provide
a flexible walled hand luggage bag havmg a two-
secticn- I‘lgld but foldable bottom, the bag ‘also-
havmg a'central, vertical, removable” panel to
give form-and reenforcmg to the upper: portion

"-of the bag'when'it isin use, said vertical panel,

" when-in ‘position, dooperating with the sectional
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of uniforms and traveling paraphernaha, of'naval

officers and aviators. - These Service men are fre-:
quently transferred to dlff_erent statmns or sh1ps

requiring more or:less garments as part of their ‘I

standard equipment. “For -instance, an‘ officer

ahoard ey aireraft carrier muist transport a'large "
‘It is  highly -

number of garments and uniformis.’
desirable that ‘a hand luggagebag be’ provxded
for such garments ‘and eqmpment which “wilt,
among other things, housde durmg traveling a.de-
“sired number of -uniforms on-suitable hanger=
eqtipped. garment carrying frames, with the gar-

bottom ‘to maittain the- latter in its unfolded, .

condition; - :
A furt‘ler ‘object of the invention is to prov1de

~ dthand luggage bag which is neat and attractive -

aid' unique’in; appearance, “which is light ‘but
strong and durable, ‘which:“is 1nexpens1ve to

: ,manufactue, and: whlch is Well a,dapted for the _
| purposes’ ‘described.” :
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ment carrying: frames being removable: from the -

luggage bag for hanging the garments theréon on 55

o -closet or locker wall; ‘and with' the luggage o

bag when- emptied bemg suscept1ble ‘of “being:
collapsed and rolled inito ‘a compact bundle 6f’

minimum swe for storage ‘in any convenlent

11m1ted space "The: improved hand luggage bag
of the present 1nVent10n fulﬁlls all' f these
s speclﬁc requirements.’ :
“A-further object “of” the 1nvent10n is to pro-
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- With the abdve ahd other objects in v1ew, the

‘rnventlon ¢onsists ‘of the improved hand luggage

bag, and: it$ parts and combinations, as set. forth

fln ‘the claims, and all equivalents thereof. - ;
2In‘the accompanymg drawings in which the

same reference characters mdlcate the same parts

‘m allv of- the views:

ig. 14s'a perspectwe view of the nnproved
ha d- luggage bag m its packed and closed con-
ditiony 7"

Rig. 2 is an enlarged transverse vertlcal sec- -

tional-view: through the packed hand: luvgage bag B \

and taken on‘line:2—2 of Fig,'1; ! :
. Fig 3:is'a bottom view of the hand luggage bag

" inits . unfolded ‘condition, &and with portions

vide a hand luggage: bag. of relatlvely greab

capacity but in which-the weight and bulkiness

has been reduced to a m1n1mum the bag.also
being adapted to efFectwely conceal and conﬁne
suits
wrinkling the same. :

- A further- obJect of the, 1nvent10n is to prov1de
a hand luggage bag Whlch when utilized for the

access to and removal of a selected-suit w1thovt
’dlsturbmg the others packed within the bag: i

Another spec1ﬁc object of ithe: mventmn is to
provide ahand* luggage- bag which has 'flexible

external walls “and “which “can, " therefore; be "

readily  compressed,  squeezed; o1 dlstorted

order to-fit the bag into very limited spaces w1th- B

out-damaging the bag or its contents.
A further object of the invention'is o prov1de
a flexible walled hand luggage bag havmg a r1g1d

bottom formed by a pair of panels foldable Upon. -

themselves along the longltudmal median: of ‘the

and unlforms wrthout crushmg and )
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50
: tangular form. *All external wall portlons of the

“brokKen away:and in:section to show -structural:

detalls, said view being on a smaller scale;
Fige4'1s 4 fragmentary, detail, sectional view’

‘of the bottom portion of the bag showing the fold~

ing of the sectional ‘bottom ‘members after the
vertlcal r1g1d panel of the bag has been removed
and i
Fig. b is & perspectlve view of the bag .in its
collapsed and rolled condition, said v1ew bemg )

. ‘on an:enlarged scale.
reception.of -suits and uniforms; permits ready .-

»¥While-the invention has- been shown herem as

being specifically applied to & hand luggage bag =
‘of ‘Gertain proportions.and of a certain.shape, it

will'be apparent that some of the hovel features
arecapable of more general application, and that

- the” spec1ﬁc ‘disclosure. should. not therefore be

ccnstrued as.an intent to: limit- the scope..
'Thé hand luggage - bag illustrated 'is of rec-

‘hag-are” formed of “flexible: material.. " Far this
purpose’ it may be practical to use different types
of ‘tenacious fabrics, canvas, and light materials.”
: The bottom of the bag, of rectangular contour
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is exteriorly of the class of .flexible materials
previcusly mentioned. Interiorly, however, the
bottom is reenforced to give it rigidity. 'The bot-
tom reenforcements comprise a pair of comple-
mentary boards or veneer panels. 8 having their
adjacent inner longitudinal edges slightly spaced
from each other along the longitudinal median of
the bottom of the bag. The inner faces of the
cormaplementary boards or panels 8 are- covered
by a suitable lining material or fabric.. On the
outer face oI the hettom the fabnc is formed- with
_.a welt 9 on which the complementary boards

.. or panels 8 are foldable relative to each other, as.

will hereinafter appear.
The sides of the bag are formed of rectangular
sheets of flexible material {0 -which, in normal

packed condition of the bag rise vertically up--

wardly from the outer longitudinal side edges of

~the bottom sections 8. Similarly the ends of the .

bag are formed by flexible walls {1 rising -up-
wardly from the end edges of the bottom mem-
bers 8, I‘mtexmed'ate theijr side edges the end
walls- H are gathered to foam vertical -folds or
pcckets into Wh‘ch the end edges of an 1ntenor
central, 10ng1tud1,nal ﬂexﬂole pa;rtltlon { 2 extend
and are secured. - It will thus be seen that: the
improved bag in 1ts outstretched and erect condl-
$ion for use provides -a pair of compartments or

" pockets ‘of ‘relatively large size, -of rectangular -

form: in horizontal section, and open at the up-
per ends.’

_There is also secured -within the bag 1n slightly
spaced relation relafive-to the ﬁex1ble partltlon
{12::a noclret formmg partltlon { 3 Whose upper
’I‘h,e central longltudiﬂal pocket between the ﬂex-
ible partitions {2 and {8 is adapted; under cer-
tain -conditions, to receive a rectangular, . rigid

" pape-board 14. When:the panel board-is in the
pocket. .as in Fxg 2 the upper: free and- extended

_edge of the partition #3 may be folded over the

upper portion of the panel board and the upper
oben-end:of the pocket may be closed to prevent
accidental removal of the rigid panel by means

of straps #5 and snap fasteners 1€, - The boftom . %9

edges’of the partitions 12 and 3 are secured di-

“rectly. to the fsabric forming- the bottom of the ‘

--bag adjacent the welt 8. :
‘The .adjacent. inner, lonvltudmal edges of ‘a

pair of top closure flaps 17 are stitched-or other- &

wisezsecured to top edee portions of the central
lencr;.tudvnal partition 42.  These top. closure ﬁaps
are pr oportioned :soas .to. eompletely: cover the
open upper ends of the compartments of thebag
‘andto'drape down the outer side-walls 10 thereof.

To retain: the bag in its elosed condition when

packed, and to maintain the-closure flaps. 7 in
their nproper positions, the bag is provided with
suitably spaced pairs of encircling straps. Pairs
. of buckle-carrying strap sections (8 haye their
. adiacent ends riveted onto the rigid bottom mem..
“bers of the bag, as in Fig. 3.  *These strap sections

extend ‘loosely -up. opposite ‘sides  £0..of the bag
“The "

free ends of said strap sections 48 carry buckles’

and -are freely held thereto: by loops 19.

Coacting with the strap sections-18-are pairs
"Fhe inner

20
of .complementary strap sections 2.

ends.of the latter strap sections 21 are secured. -

to upper edge nortions of the partition 12 with the

secured iuner edgeporticns of the closure flaps 17,

Said strap sections 24 ‘extend freely and -adjust-
Ably thiough top:loops 22 and the free apertured
ends of " said strap ‘sections 24 hang down the
side walls of the bag so-as to adJustably engage
with-the buckles 20, : S

60
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For the convenient carrying of the hand lug-
gage bag a pair of handle members 23 are pro-
vided. These handle members are somewhat
flexible and swingable and have their ends. se-

5 cured directly tothe partition 12 within the seam =
formed on the top of the bag at the junction
of the meeting edges of the top closure flaps (1.
All exposed. free and projecting edges of the bag
walls and flaps are provided with suitable edging
strigs or welts. . In carrying the packed bag the
strain imposed-on  the carrying handles 23 is
taken by the partition 12 and transmitted to the
bag bottom:. This relieves the sides and top of
the bag of weight and strains.

When the improved hand luggage bag is to be
used it is arranged in its set-up condition with
the central, vertical panel 14 within the pocket
provided therefore to give the bag some rigidity
and form and maintaining the bottom boards 8
in {their unfolded relationship, as in Fig. 2. The
gneircling straps are released and either or both of
the top closure flaps 17 may be folded back to

10
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expose the large compartments or pockets of the )

bag. Either or hoth of the bag-.compartments
25 may. have dlsposed therem special garment carry-
ing frames on which suits, uniforms, and .coats.
are neatly folded and draped Unﬁlled portions
of the bag. compaltments may then be packed
with mlscellaneous articles of wearing apparel :
30 and traveling paraphernaha The flexible nature
of the walls of the bag permit bulging and ex-
pansmn of. the same so that the bag pockets may
he packed to then: fullest capacltles, if needed. -
* When the bag is packed the closure flaps are
35 secured in closmg relatmnshxp in-the manner
prevmusly descmbed and . as shown in Figs, 1
and-2. The packed bag may then be easily car-
ried by . hand and althouﬂh it may contain a-
relatlvely large amount of wearing apparel and

40!

£asy to handle and the side walls are reheved of.
carrymg straln and stresses :
) the owner of the 1mproved hand luggage

rst unpacked and the garment frames
50 Wthh carry the suits. and umforms may be used |
in_a:closet. or locker for the hangmg means for
said garments. The narrow central- pocket closed
by the straps 45 is opened and the central ver-
tlcal panel 14 is-remoyed bodily from the hag.
The ﬁex1ble walls of the bag w111 then collapse
agamst the bag’ bottom member and ‘the bag.
may be compacted and rolled mto 8 very smaIl
and -neat Bundle. " For the latter purpose it has
‘been fouind convenient to strétch the bag out flatly
on a side wall with one of the top- ﬂaps out-~
stretched and with the bottom boards 8 overly—
ing the same. 'Then, ag’in Fig. 4, one bottom,
board may be folded onto the other, ‘whereupon
the bag is rolled into a flat, compact bundle of
minimum bulk, as shown in Fig. 5. -Storage space
on a vessel is most limited and the compact bundle
Hllustrated in Fig.-5 may be readily stored in any
- convenient crevice or locality. If necessary, the
removable panel 14 may be thrown away. as it-can
‘ultimately. be replaced when ‘the bag is'to’ be re-.
packed

the 1nvent1on to have the central longltudmal
) panel non-removable or to dlspense with the rigid
panel 1nsert In the latter case.a s1ng1e member

equxpment it is nevertheless extlemely hrfht and -
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{2 or 13 would divide the interior of the hag and
carry the handle 23.

From the foregoing description it will be seen
that the improved hand luggage bag is ideally
suited for the special requirements of service men
due to the flexible nature of the kag, its lightness,
its large capacity, and its ability to house all
classes of uniforms and other articles and para-
phernalia. Ordinary types of hand Iuggage pre-
sent storage problems but this is overcome in
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the present invention due to the ability to fold .

and compact the bag into a fraction of its normal
bulk when it is empty. The improved hand lug-
gage bag is furthermore of simple and novel con-
struction and is well adapted for the purposes set
forth.

What is claimed as the invention is:

1. A luggage bag, comprising a rectangular,

horizontal, rigid bottom, flexible walls surround-

ing said bottom extending upwardly therefrom,
said bottom and flexible walls cooperating to
form a bag-like enclosure with an open upper
end, a vertical, rigid solid partition secured with-
in the bag and dividing it longitudinally into a
pair of compartments, the lower edge of said
partition being secured to said bottom, a pair
of top closure flaps connected at their inner
ends to the upper portion of the partition and
extending in opposite directions therefrom to
close the upper ends of the bag compartments
and to drape over opposite under side wall por-
tions of the bag, and a carrying handle secured
to an upper portion of the partition whereby
the partition transmits carrying strains and
stresses imposed on the handle directly tc the
rigid bottom.

2. A luggage bag, comprising a rectangular,
horizontal bottom formed of a pair of foldably
connected, rigid sections, the line of foldable
connection between said sections being along the
longitudinal median of the bottom, flexible walls
surrounding said bottom and extending upward-
1y therefrom, said bottom and flexible walls co-
operating to form a bag-like enclosure with an
open upper end, a pair of adjacent vertical par-
titions secured within the bag and dividing it
longitudinally into a pair of compartments, a
narrow pocket being formed between said par-
titions, a panel removably positioned within said

pocket, the lower edges of said partitions being *

secured to said bottom along the line of fold of
said bottom sections, a pair of top closure flaps
connected at their inner ends to the upper por-
tion of one of the partitions and extending in
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opposite directions therefrom to close the upper
ends of the bag compartments and to drape over
opposite upper side wall portions of the bag, and
a carrying handle secured to an upper portion
of one of the partitions. :

3. A luggage bag, comprising a rectangular,
horizontal bottom formed of a pair of foldably
connected, rigid sections, the line of foldable
connection between said sections being along the
longitudinal median of the bottom, flexible walls
surrounding said bottom and extending upward-
ly therefrom, said bottom and flexible walls co-
operating to form a bag-like enclosure with an
open upper end, a vertical partition secured
within the bag and dividing it longitudinally
into a pair of compartments, the lower edge of
said partition being secured to said bottom along
the line of fold of said bottom sections, a pair
of top closure flaps connected at their inner ends
to the upper portion of the partition and ex-
tending in opposite directions therefrom to close
the upper ends of the bag compartments and to
drape over opposite upper side wall portions of
the bag, adjustable cooperating straps releas-
ably encircling the bag and engaging said flaps
to hold the same in closing position, some of
said straps having their end portions secured
to upper portions of the partition, and a carry-
ing handle secured to an upper portion of the
partition.

4. A luggage bag, comprising a horizontal bot-
tom formed of a pair of foldably connected rigid
sections, the line of foldable connection between
said sections being along the longitudinal median
of the bottom, flexible walls surrounding said
bottom and extending upwardly therefrom, said
bottom and flexible walls cooperating to form a
bag-like enclosure with an open upper end, a
vertical, rigid, solid partition secured within the
bag and dividing it longitudinally into a pair of
compartments, the lower edge of said partition
registering with the line of fold of said bottom
sections and secured thereto, a pair of flexible
top closure flaps connected at their inner ends
to the upper portion of the partition and ex-
tending in opposite directions therefrom to close
the upper ends of the bag compartments and to
freely drape over opposite upper side wall por-
tions of the bag, and a carrying handle secured
to an upper portion of the partition whereby the
partition transmits carrying strains and stresses
imposed on the handle directly to the rigid bot-
tom sections.

WALLACE H. BRACKEN,



