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The present invention relates to double deck 
Stock CarS and is particularly Concerned With in 
proved supporting devices for supporting the 
auxiliary movable deck of Such a stock car in any 
of its various adjustable positions. 
One of the objects of the invention is the pro 

vision of an improved double deck structure for 
stock cars which is firm and durable and which 
is adapted to be used upon all types of stock cars 
and which has such a simple Structure that it is 
adapted to be manufactured at a very low cost. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of an improved supporting arrangerient for 
a nowable deck in a Stock car Which Occupies a 
minimum amount of space when it is perform 
ing its supporting function and Which is adapt 
ed to be moved back into a receSS behind the 
Wooden Slats of the stock car when it is not in 
Se. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of an improved supporting arrangement for 
a movable deck in a stock car which has a mini 
mum amount of moving parts and Which is 
adapted to be automatically moved into the Sup 
porting position when the supporting devices are 
withdrawn from their recesses in the side of the 
Cai 
Another object of the invention is the proVision 

of improved supporting devices for movable 
decks of stock cars which are so arranged that 
they are firmly supported in a nested position 
when they are not in use and which are adapted 
to have such engagement with the stringers of 
the movable deck that there is no possibility of 
their becoming disengaged While they are Sup 
porting the deck. 
Another object of the invention is the proVision 

of improved supporting devices for movable 
decks of stock cars which are adapted to be Se 
cured in the channeled side frame members of 
an ordinary stock car and also recessed therein 
when they are not in use so that there are no 
projecting parts in the stock car When the Sup 
porting devices are not being used. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent from the following description 
and the accompanying drawings, in which simi 
lar characters of reference indicate Similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

Referring to the drawings, of which there are 
four sheetS: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary Side elevational View 
of one end of a stock car equipped with deck Sup 
ports and a movable deck embodying the inven 
tion; 
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Fig. 2 is a longitudinal Sectional View taken 
through the stock car of Fig. 1 showing the mov 
able deck in one of its positions and showing the 
location of a plurality of deck supporting devices 
embodying the invention; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary transverse Sectional 
view taken on a plane on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the plane of the line 4-4 of Fig. 5 looking in 
the direction of the arrows and showing one of 
the deck supporting devices in its deck Support 
ing position; 

Fig. 5 is a rear elevational view of one of the 
supporting devices as it looks in the position of 
Fig. 4 from the interior of the car, the figure be 
ing partially broken away to show the Stub shaft 
With Which the device is provided; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary horizontal Sectional 
view taken on the plane of the line 6-6 of Fig. 
4 looking in the direction of the arroWS; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary rear elevational View 
of the housing for the supporting bracket utilized 
in the devices of FigS. 5 and 6; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectional View taken on 
the plane of the line 8-8 of Fig. 4 looking in the 
direction of the arrows; and 

Fig. 9 is a similar view to Fig. 4 with the deck 
supporting bracket in the position which it as 
sumes when it is nested in its housing and not in 
LSE 
Referring to Figs. 1 to 3, 10 indicates in its 

entirety a double deck stock car which is pro 
vided with a movable deck if in addition to its 
usual stationary floor 2. The present movable 
deck supporting arrangements may be utilized in 
any kind of stock cars but are preferably utilized 
by stock cars of the type having side frame mem 
bers 3 which consist of metal channels. 
The side frame members 3 Support on their 

interior a plurality of wooden slats 4, the slats 
being separated by the usual cracks 5 and form 
ing the side wall of the car except at a prede 
termined intermediate height there is a rail 6 
which may be constructed of a rectangular or 
square piece of lumber Supported on the angle 
brackets 7 carried by the Side frame mem 
bers 3. 
The rails 6 preferably extend throughout the 

full length of the car and are supplemented by 
transverse rails 8 extending across the ends of 
the car. 
At the doorways 9 the rails 6 are absent, but 

the door may be provided with a transverse re 
movable pole 20 usually called the bull pole for 



2 
keeping stock in the car even when the door is 
Open. 
The side frame members 3 are carried by the 

longitudinally extending floor frame members 2, 
22 which extend longitudinally of the car at its 
bottom and are secured by transverse frame 
members to the sill members 23, 24. 
The roof 25 of the car may be of any desired 

construction and the end walls 26 may be of any 
desirable Construction. 
The movable deck comprises a plurality of 

stamped sheet metal transverse frame members 
27 which are flattened at their ends and Secured 
to the longitudinally extending channels 28, 29. 
The foor of the movable deck comprises longi 
tudinally extending floor boards 30 Secured to the 
transverse channeled members 27 by bolts or any 
Convenient fastening means. Such as bolts and 
clips. 

Similar channeled members to those indicated 
at 28, 29, are also secured to the channeled mem 
bers 28, 29 at each end of the deck frame one 
of which is indicated at 3 in Fig. 2. 
The movable deck if is adapted to be moved 

by means of a plurality of supporting chains 32, 
33, the first chain being secured to one side of 
the deck and the Second to the other side as 
ShoWin in Fig. 3. A plurality of these chains are 
Secured to the movable deck at regularly 
Spaced points longitudinally of the car and thus 
another pair of chains may be seen in Fig. 2. 
The lower end of each of the chains 32, 33 

is secured to the eye of an eye bolt 34 which 
passes through an angle bracket 35 that is fixedly 
secured to the channels 29 or 28. At the right 
side of the car in Fig. 3 the chain, 33 passes up 
ward about a pulley 36 carried by a bracket 37. 
Chain 33 then passes over to a double sheaf 
pulley 33 carried by a bracket 39 at the left 
side of the car, the double sheaves being visible 
at the top of Fig. 1. The chain 32 passes over 
one of these sheaves and the OutWardly extend 
ing ends of the chains 32 and 33 are visible in the 
upper part of Fig. 1. 
Chains 32, 33 are both Secured to a common 

ring 40 which is secured to a single chain 4 
that extends to and has its ends Secured to a 
shaft, 42. The same arrangement exists With 
regard to the other chains and pulleys that are 
located longitudinally of the car at regularly 
spaced points. For example, four Such pairs of 
chains may be used to support the deck and all 
of the chains 4 have their ends secured to the 
same shaft 42 at Cne side of the Car. 
The shaft 42 is rotatably mounted in bearing 

brackets 43, 44 and may extend over the major 
portion of the length of the car So that all of the 
chains 4 may be wrapped upon the same shaft. 
A pawl-and-ratchet lever arrangement (form 

ing no part of the invention, and not shown) is 
indicated by numeral 45, Fig. 1, for holding the 
shaft 42 in any of its desired positions and per 
mitting it to be rotated to wrap the chains 4 
about the shaft and raise the deck fl. The 
pawl-and-ratchet arrangement 45 is not intended 
to hold the deckin its fixed position but is merely 
to hold it temporarily while it is being elevated 
or lowered gradually in a step-by-step manner. 
The movable deck is adapted in its lower 

most position to rest upon the rails 6, 6, 8, 18 
as these rails are arranged in the path of move 
ment of the longitudinal channels 28, 29. 
In addition to the rails 6, 18, the car is pref 

erably provided with a plurality of supporting 
devices adapted to be recessed in the side chan 
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nels 3 or withdrawn from their recesses to be 
used to support the deck as shown, for ex 
ample, in Fig. 3. These supporting devices pref 
erably are illustrated in Figs. 5 to 9 in detail. 
Each of then preferably includes a housing 
member 46 and a deck supporting bracket 47. 
The brackets 47 may be seen underneath the 
deck at each side in Fig. 3. 
As seen in Fig. 1, the side frame members 3 

are each provided with three of the supporting 
devices 48 arranged at different levels. This per 
mits the location of the deck at the various 
levels corresponding to the location of these Sup 
porting devices 48 in Fig. 1. 
Any number of supporting devices of this type 

may be used and at any desired levels, the dif 
ferent levels being adapted for the transporta 
tion of stock or fowl or animals of different size. 

All of the supporting devices 48 are installed 
in substantially the same way and therefore the 
description of the installation and construction 
of one of these devices will suffice. For example, 
in FigS. 4 to 9 the numeral f3 again indicates 
one of the channeled side frame members each of 
which is provided with a web. 49, a pair of side 
flanges 50, 5, and a pair of oppositely project 
ing flanges 52, 53, carried by the side flanges 50, 
5f. 
The Slats 4 which form the fence-like side 

wall of the stock car are cut away at 54, 55 to 
form a receSS in the Slat Wall inside the car to 
permit the manipulation of the brackets 47 fur 
ther to be described. 
The Web. 49 of each channel 3 Where One of 

the devices 48 is installed, is also cut away to 
form an elongated aperture 56, the main part of 
which is rectangular in shape and which com 
municates with an elongated rectangular slot 57 
shown in dotted lines at the bottom of the aper 
ture 56 in Fig. 5. 
The housing 46 preferably comprises a sub 

stantially rectangular box member of cast metal, 
the side walls 58 and 59 of which are also adapted 
to serve as attaching flanges. The rear side 60 
is open as indicated in Fig. 4, but the front is 
provided with a Wall 6 which has apertures 
registering with the apertures 56 and 57 previ 
susly mentioned. 
Referring to Fig. 7 the apertures in the front 

Wall have been indicated by the numerals 75 and 
76. As a matter of usual practice the apertures 
56, 57 in the channeled frame member are gen 
erally cut slightly larger than the apertures 56, 
57 in the housing to make sure there will be no 
interference with the bracket 47. 
The top wall 62 and the bottom wall 63 may 

be cut away at 64, 65, intermediate the corners, so 
that What has been termed a housing is actually 
a frame with suitable attaching flanges. The at 
taching flanges 58, 59 carry at a point slightly 
above the midway point, a pair of inwardly pro 
jecting bearing lugs 66, 67 which may be sub 
stantially cylindrical, and which are aligned with 
each other. 
These bearing lugs 66, 67 are provided With 

aligned bores 68, 69 for receiving a stub shaft 
70. The stub shaft 70 may have a tight fric 
tional fit in the bores 68, 69, or it may be re 
tained in its place by engagement of its ends with 
the side flanges 5), 5 of the channeled frame 
members 3. 
The side walls 58, 59 are provided with a plu 

rality of through apertures 7 preferably sym 
metrically located and four in number for receiv 
ing the rivets 72 which pass through apertures 73 
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in the channel flanges 50, 5 to secure the hous 
ing member 46 to the channeled frame mem 
ber 3. 
The housing 46 may also be provided with aux 

iliary reinforcing ribs extending from One Wall 
58 to the other wall 59 except at the slot 76. 
The bearing lugs 66, 67 also preferably have a 
pair of stop extensions 77, 78 which project into 
the aperture 75 for engagement with complemen 
tary stop members located on the bracket 47, 
further to be described. 
Stop members 77, 78 have a space 79 between 

their ends sufficient to pass the Web 80 of the 
bracket 4 so that these stop members do not 
interfere with forward or backward pivotal or 
sliding movement of the bracket 47. 
The supporting bracket 47 also comprises a cast 

metal member preferably made of steel, and this 
bracket is provided With an upper Supporting 
flange 8 having a flat Supporting Surface 82 
which is supported in a horizontal position when 
the bracket is being used as shown in Fig. 4. 
The supporting flange 8 preferably has an up 

Wardly extending flange 83 at its end for the 
purpose of engaging inside of the longitudinally 
extending frame member 28 of the deck . This 
stop member 83 provides additional aSSurance that 
the deck cannot slide off the supporting brackets, 
and prevents the supporting bracket from sliding 
back into its recess When it is engaging the frame 
of the deck. 
The Supporting flange 8 of the bracket 4 is 

carried by the centrally located Web 80, located 
beneath it so that the Web 80 and flange 8 pre 
sent a substantially T-shaped cross section. The 
Web 80 may taper toward the free end, that is the 
right end of the bracket 47, and is preferably 
provided at that end with a horizontally extend 
ing slot 84, which is defined on its lower side (Fig. 
4) by an outwardly projecting lug or shoulder 85. 

Referring to Fig. 9, there the supporting bracket 
is shown in the position which it takes When it is 
pivoted down and recessed in the housing 46. At 
that time the slot 84 receives the flange portion 
86 of the front Wall which is at the base of the 
slot T6. The lug 85 is located behind the front 
wall 6, and the slot 84 serves to latch the mov 
able bracket in this recessed position. 
At its rear end, that is the left end of Fig. 4, 

the Web 80 of the supporting bracket 47 is thick 
ened as indicated by the curved shoulders 87, 88 
(Fig. 6), and the body portion 89 at this end is 
made of sufficient thickness to fit between the ends 
of the bearing lugs 66, 67. With a sliding and ro 
tating fit. 
This body portion 89 is provided with an elon 

gated through aperture 90 (Fig. 4) which is of Suf 
ficient width to receive the stop shaft 10, and of 
sufficient length to permit the sliding movement 
of the bracket on the shaft 70, as described here 
inafter. 
The oval aperture 90 extends through the 

bracket body 89 from side to side. The curved 
line 9 at the left end of the aperture 90 in Fig. 5 
indicates the wall of the aperture at that side, as 
well as the outside of the shaft 70. The thick 
ness of the portion 92 of the bracket may be Sub 
stantially the same as the web 90, and the thick 
body portion 89 extends to the abrupt shoulder 93. 
The upper flange 8 of the bracket 41 merges 

into a stop lug 94 at the rear end of the bracket 
(Fig. 4) and the stop lug 94 may project later 
ally from the web 80 of the bracket So that its 
end is flush with the surface of the body 89. 

There is a stop lug 94,97, on each side of the 
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bracket, and each stop lug is preferably pro 
vided with a flat stop surface 95 on its front side 
for engaging a complementary stop surface 96 
of the same angularity on the stop lugs 77, 78 
of the housing 46. Referring to Fig. 4, it will be seen that the 
stops 77, 78 of the housing engage the stop 
lugs 94, 97 of the bracket 47 and also engage 
beneath the upper supporting flange 8. 
The thickness of the Web. 80 is such that 

it will pass through the slot 76 (Fig. 7) but the 
body portion 89 is as Wide as the aperture 75. 
Thus the lower part of this body portion 89 
may be provided With an angular cut forming 
the surfaces 98, 99 (Fig. 4) which serve as Sup 
porting and stop surfaces for the lower part of 
the bracket. 
When the bracket is in horizontal supporting 

position as ShoWn in Fig. 4 the Surface 98 engages 
complementary flat surfaces 00 at the base of 
the aperture 75 (Fig. 7). At the same time the 
stop shoulder 79 engages the front wall at the 
points and provides additional support for 
the lower part of the bracket. These stop mem 
beis 77, 78; 94, 97; 98, f OO and 99, of relieve 
the Strain on the shaft 0 when the bracket 47 
is in its supporting position. It has already been 
ShoW how the bracket may be secured in the 
position of Fig. 4 where it supports the deck, 
or that of Fig. 9 where it is recessed in the Wall. 
The operation of the bracket and its mode of 

manipulation is as follows: When the bracket 
is in the position of Fig. 9, that is recessed in 
the Wall, it is only necessary to lift, upon the 
projecting lug 83 of the bracket until the front 
Wall portion, 6 is free of the slot 84 (Fig. 9). 
During this lifting motion the stop lugs 94, 97 
on the bracket, only one of which, 94, can be 
Seen in Fig. 9, pass up in front of the stop lugs 
7, 8, one of which, 8, is seen in dotted lines 
in Fig. 9. The diagonal arrangement of the 
OVal aperture 9 causes the bracket to move for 
Ward Slightly as it is raised. 
The length of aperture 90 is Such that the 

stop members 94 and 97 on the bracket 4 may 
be raised up above the stop lugs 7, 8 of the 
housing (see Fig. 9). 
Then the shaft 0 Will engage the OWer end 

of the Oval aperture 9 in Fig. 9, and the bracket 
A may be pivoted outward, that is, counter 
clockwise in Fig. 9, on the shaft 70. 
The stop lugs 94, 97 then pass over behind 

the stop lugs 77, 78 and the stop surfaces 96 and 
95 (Fig. 4) may come into engagement with 
each other when the bracket is slid toward the 
right until the shaft 70 engages the end sur 
face 9 of the oval aperture 90. Finally, the 
stop surfaces 98 and 99 drop into engagement 
with the surfaces O?), O and the bracket 4 
is provided with a multiplicity of different points . 
of Support holding it in rigid horizontal posi 
tion. 
When it is desired to move the bracket from 

the position of Fig. 4 to that of Fig. 9, the deck 
must, of course, be lifted from the bracket, and 
this is accomplished by means of the chains 32, 
33, 4 f, shaft 42, and pawl and ratchet lever 45. 
This lifting mechanism is, of course, used when 
ever it is desired to raise or lower the deck, and 
the deck may be held at any of a plurality of 
different positions. For example, it may be sup 
ported on the side rails 6, or upon any of the 
three sets of supporting devices 48, Fig. 1, which 
are located at different levels. 
Assuming the weight of the deck has been 



4. 
removed from the bracket 47 of Fig. 5, the bracket 
may then be lifted until the shoulder 99 clears 
the stop surface C. That is, it is pivoted 
counter-clockwise in Fig. 4. The oval aperture 
90 will then be at substantially horizontal posi 
tion, and the bracket 47 may be pushed into its 
housing 46, that is, toward the left in Fig. 5 
until the shaft 70 is at the right end of the oval 
aperture 90. 
Then the thick portion 89 of the brackets 47 

is in position to clear the stop surfaces 100 (Fig. 
T) and the web 80 is in position to be received 
in the slot 76 when the bracket 47 is pivoted 
downward in a clockwise direction. The back 
ward push of the bracket 47 on shaft 10 also 
causes the stop lugs 94, 97 to clear the Stop lugs 
7, 78 on the housing during this clockwise move 
ment of the bracket. When the bracket has been 
moved to substantially vertical position it may 
be dropped with its slot 84 engaging the front 
Wall 6 of the housing to hold it in the position 
of Fig. 9. 
During this manipulation of the bracket 47 

its left end may protrude from the channels 3, 
but that is immaterial as the channels are open 
on the outside of the car. 

Referring to Fig. 9 it will be seen that the 
bracket 47 is recessed in the wall of the car, 
that is, all of its parts are inside of the inner 
surface of the slats 4. The slats 4 are cut off 
at 54, 55 adjacent each bracket and are secured 
to the vertical channel members 3 by bolts paSS 
ing through the flanges 52, 53 with an inter 
mediate spacer. At all other points the Slats 
may be bolted directly to the web 49 of each 
channel member 3. 

It will thus be observed that I have invented 
an improved supporting arrangement for the 
movable deck of a double deck stock car, which 
is absolutely rigid, and which removes all of 
the strain from the hoisting mechanism. When 
the present supporting devices are not in use 
they are recessed in the wall of the car so that 
there are no projecting parts that might inter 
fere with the movement of the deck when it is 
being hoisted or that might injure the stock. 
The cooperating stop arrangements on the 

movable bracket and its supporting frame are 
adapted to take the strain off the shaft which 
supports the bracket for pivotal movement. 
The present devices have a minimum number 

of parts, and are adapted to be used for a long 
period of time without any possibility of getting 
out of order. 
While I have illustrated a preferred embodi 

ment of my invention, many modifications may 
be made without departing from the spirit of 
the invention, and I do not wish to be limited 
to the precise details of construction as set forth, 
but, desire to avail myself of all changes Within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States is: 

1. In a double deck stock car, the combination 
of a floor supporting frame with side Walls and 
end Walls, said side walls and end walls having 
channelled metal frame members extending Wer 
tically thereof, a movable deck located between 
the Walls of said car and comprising a Support 
ing frame and a floor, means for lifting said deck 
to any of a plurality of different elevations and 
a plurality of movable brackets adapted to engage 
under the frame of said deck to support it in Said 
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movably mounted in said channelled side frame 
members and adapted to be moved into the side 
walls of said car to a position where the brackets. 
do not project into the interior of the car, said 
channelled side frame members being provided 
with apertures for receiving said brackets, and 
each of said brackets being movable into a frame 
carried by said channelled side frame members, 
said brackets having slots extending diagonally 
to the supporting surface of the bracket, each 
bracket slot being mounted on a pin, whereby the 
bracket tends to move on said pin. OutWard into 
supporting position or backward into housed posi 
tion, said brackets and said frame members each 
supporting a pair of stop surfaces for simultane 
ous engagement to hold the brackets in deck 
supporting position. 

2. In a supporting device for a movable deck of 
a stock car, the combination of a vertically ex 
tending side frame member of the car with a 
metal housing member, said metal housing mem 
ber being carried by said side frame member and 
a movably mounted deck supporting bracket car 
ried by said housing, said deck supporting bracket 
having a substantially horizontal position for 
Support of the deck, and a vertical recessed posi 
tion in which the major portion of the bracket 
is housed in the wall of which the side frame 
member is a part, said side frame member com 
prising a channelled member, and said housing 
being located between the flanges of said chan 
nelled member, said bracket and said housing 
member each supporting a pair of stop surfaces 
for simultaneous engagement to hold the bracket 
in deck-supporting position. 

3. In a supporting device for the movable deck 
of a double deck stock car, the Combination of a 
metal housing having attaching flanges for at 
tachment to a car frame member, said housing 
having a transversely extending shaft and a 
bracket pivotally and slidably mounted on said 
shaft, stop means on said bracket and housing 
adapted to be engaged or disengaged by sliding 
and pivotal movement of Said bracket on said 
shaft, said bracket having a supporting surface 
adapted to engage under the frame of a movable 
deck and having a diagonally extending slot for 
receiving said shaft, whereby the bracket tends 
to move outward into supporting position or back 
Ward into housed position, due to the force of 
gravity, said bracket and said housing each sup 
porting a pair of stop surfaces for simultaneous 
engagement to hold the bracket in deck-support 
ing position. 

4. In a Supporting device for the movable deck 
of a double deck stock car, the combination of a 
metal housing having attaching flanges for at 
tachment to a car frame member, said housing 
having a transversely extending shaft and a 
bracket pivotally and slidably mounted on said 
shaft, stop means on said bracket and housing 
adapted to be engaged or disengaged by sliding 
and pivotal movement of said bracket on said 
shaft, said bracket having a supporting surface 
adapted to engage under the frame of a movable 
deck and having a diagonally extending aperture 
for receiving said shaft, said aperture being of 
sufficient width longitudinally of the bracket to 
permit a sliding movement, and stop means car 
ried by the bracket and housing for engagement 
to hold said bracket in substantially horizontal 
position. When said shaft is at one end of said 
aperture, said bracket being movable backwardly 
and upwardly on said shaft until it can be piv 

predetermined positions, said brackets being 75 oted downward into said housing, whereby the 
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bracket tends to move outward into supporting 
position or backward into housed position, due to 
the force of gravity, said stop means Comprising 
a pair of stop surfaces carried by said bracket 
and said housing in each case for simultaneous 
engagement to hold the bracket in Said Support 
ing position. 

5. In a supporting device for the movable deck 
of a double deck stock car, the combination of a 
metal housing having attaching flanges for at 
tachment to a car frame member, said housing 
having a transversely extending shaft and a 
bracket pivotally and slidably mounted on Said 
shaft, stop means on said bracket and housing 
adapted to be engaged or disengaged by Sliding 
and pivotal movement of said bracket on Said 
shaft, said bracket having a supporting Surface 
adapted to engage under the frame of a movable 
deck and having a diagonally extending aperture 
for receiving said shaft, said aperture being of 
sufficient width longitudinally of the bracket to 
permit a sliding movement, and Stop means Car 
ried by the bracket and housing for engagement 
to hold said bracket in substantially horizontal 
position when said shaft is at one end of said 
aperture, said bracket being movable back Wardly 
and upwardly on said shaft until it can be pivoted 
downward into said housing, and said bracket 
and housing having latching means for holding 
said bracket in housed position, whereby the 
bracket tends to move outward into supporting 
position or backward into housed position, due 
to the force of gravity, said stop means compris 
ing a pair of stop surfaces carried by said bracket 
and said housing in each case for simultaneous 
engagement to hold the bracket in Said Support 
ing position. 

6. In a supporting device for nowable decks of 
stock cars or the like, the combination of a Sup 
porting housing adapted to be secured to a car 
frame member, said housing having a pair of at 
taching Side fanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by said side flanges, a 
movable bracket mounted on said shaft, Said 
bracket having a supporting surface for a deck 
frame nember and having a laterally elongated 
aperture surrounding said shaft, a stop carried 
by one of said side flanges and a second stop car 
ried by said bracket, said stops being so located 
that When the shaft is at one end of said aper 
ture the stops are in engagement with each other 
and the said supporting surface is substantially 
horizontal. 

7. In a supporting device for movable decks 
of stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
Supporting housing adapted to be secured to a Car 
frame member, said housing having a pair of 
attaching side fanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by Said side fanges, a 
movable bracket mounted on said shaft, said 
bracket having a Supporting Surface for a deck 
frame member and having a laterally elongated 
aperture surrounding Said shaft, a stop carried 
by one of said Side flanges and a second stop car 
ried by said bra?ket, said stops being So located 
that when the shaft is at one end of Said aper 
ture the stops are in engageet, with each other 
and the said suppoiting SLIrface is substantially 
horizontal, and Similar stop neabel's on the other 
of Said fanges and the other side of Said bracket 
Whereby the bracket is provided with a three 
point Support. 

8. In a Supporting device for movable decks of 
stock cars Or the like, the combination of a 
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car frame member, Said housing: having a pair of 
attaching side flanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by said side flanges, a 
movable bracket mounted on Said shaft, said 
bracket having a supporting surface for a deck 
frame member and having a laterally elongated 
aperture Surrounding said shaft, a stop carried 
by One of said side flanges. and a Second stop 
carried by said bracket, Said stops being so lo 
cated that When the shaft. is at one end of Said 
aperture the stops are in engagement With each 
other and the said supporting Surface is Substan 
tially horizontal, said bracket having a slot 
formed in its end portion and Said housing hav 
ing a flange for engaging in said slot when the 
bracket is nested in said housing in vertical posi 
tion. 

9. In a Supporting device for movable decks of 
stock cars or the like, the combination of a sup 
porting housing adapted to be secured to a car 
fraine member, Said housing having a pair of at 
taching side flanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by said side flanges, a 
movable bracket mounted on said shaft, said 
bracket having a Supporting Surface for a deck 
frame member and having a laterally elongated 
aperture Surrounding said shaft, a stop carried 
by one of said Side flanges and a second stop 
carried by said bracket, said stops being solo 
cated that When the shaft is at . One end of Said 
aperture the Stops are in engagement With each 
other and the said Supporting Surface is substan 
tially horizontal, Said bracket having at its ex 
treme end an upwardly extending shoulder for 
engaging the side of a deck frame member to 
assure the location of the bracket with respect 
to the frame member. 

10. In a supporting device for movable decks 
of Stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
Supporting housing adapted to be secured to a car 
frame inember, said housing having a pair of 
attaching side flanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by said side flanges, a 
InOVable bracket mounted on said shaft, said 
bracket having a supporting surface for a deck 
frame member and having a laterally elongated 
aperture Surrounding said shaft, a stop carried 
by One of Said side flanges and a second stop car- . 
ried by Said bracket, Said stops being so located 
that when the shaft is at one end of said aper 
ture the stops are in engagement with each other 
and the said Supporting surface is substantially 
horizontal, Said housing being formed with a 
front Wall having an aperture adapted to pass 
the bracket when mounted on said shaft. 

11. In a Supporting device for movable decks of 
Stock cars or the like, the combination of a sup 
porting housing adapted to be secured to a car 
frame member, said housing having a pair of at 
taching Side flanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by said side flanges, a 
novable bracket mounted on said shaft, said 
bracket having a supporting surface for a deck 
frame member and having a laterally elongated 
aperture Surrounding said shaft, a stop carried 
by one of Said side flanges and a second stop 
carried by Said bracket, said stops being so lo 
cated that When the shaft is at one end of said 
aperture the stops are in engagement with each 
other and the said supporting surface is substan 
tially horizontal, said bracket having a vertically 
extending flange mounted by a transverse flange 
Which is provided with said supporting surfaces. 

12. In a Supporting device for movable decks 
supporting housing adapted to be Secured to a 75 of stock cars or the like, the combination of a 



6 
Supporting housing adapted to be secured to a car 
frame member, said housing having a pair of 
attaching side flanges and having a transversely 
extending shaft carried by said side flanges, a 
movable bracket mounted on said shaft, said 
bracket having a supporting surface for a deck 
frame member and having a laterally elongated 
aperture surrounding said shaft, a stop carried 
by one of said side flanges and a second stop 
carried by Said bracket, said stops being so located 
that when the shaft is at one end of said aper 
ture the stops are in engagement with each 
other and the said supporting surface is sub 
stantially horizontal, said bracket having a ver 
tically extending flange mounted by a transverse 
flange which is provided with said supporting 
Surface, and said bracket having its rear end pro 
vided with a relatively thick body surrounding 
Said laterally elongated aperture. 

13. In a supporting device for movable decks 
of Stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
Supporting frame adapted to be secured to the 
side flanges of a channelled frame member, said 
frame having a pair of side flanges, with a trans 
versely extending shaft carried by said side 
flanges, a movable bracket mounted on said shaft, 
said bracket having a supporting surface for a 
deck frame member and having an elongated 
aperture Surrounding Said shaft, said aperture 
extending longitudinally and diagonally down 
ward with respect to the bracket when the 
bracket is in Supporting position, stop means car 
ried by Said bracket and engaging stop means 
carried by said frame for engagement with each 
other when the bracket is in horizontal load sup 
porting position, said bracket being movable by 
means of said diagonal slot on said shaft rear 
Wardly and upwardly until said stop means pass 
each other to permit the bracket to be pivoted 
downWard. ... 

14. In a supporting device for movable decks 
of stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
supporting frame adapted to be secured to the 
side flanges of a channelled frame member, said 
frame having a pair of side flanges, with a trans 
versely extending shaft carried by said side 
flanges, a movable bracket mounted on said shaft, 
said bracket having a Supporting Surface for a 
deck frame member and having an elongated 

- aperture surrounding said shaft, said aperture 
extending longitudinally and diagonally down 
ward with respect to the bracket when the 
bracket is in supporting position, stop means 
carried by said bracket and engaging stop means 
carried by said frame for engagement with each 
other when the bracket is in horizontal load 
supporting position, said bracket being movable 
by means of said diagonal slot on said shaft rear 
wardly and upwardly until said stop means pass 
each other to permit the bracket to be pivoted 
downward, said stop means comprising laterally 
projecting lugs carried by each side of the bracket 
and inwardly projecting lugs carried by each side 
fange of said frame; 

15. In a supporting device for movable decks 
of stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
supporting frame adapted to be secured to the 
side flanges of a channelled frame member, Said 
frame having a pair of side flanges, with a trans 
versely extending shaft carried by said side. 
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flanges, a movable bracket mounted on said shaft, 
Said bracket having a supporting surface for a 
deck frame member and having an elongated 
aperture Surrounding said shaft, Said aperture 
extending longitudinally and diagonally down 
Ward With respect to the bracket when the 
bracket is in Supporting position, stop means 
carried by said bracket and engaging stop means 
carried by Said frame for engagement with each 
other when the bracket is in horizontal load sup 
porting position, said bracket being movable by 
means of Said diagonal slot on said shaft rear 
Wardly and upwardly until said stop means pass 
each other to permit the bracket to be pivoted 
downward, Said stop means comprising laterally 
projecting lugs carried by each side of the bracket 
and inwardly projecting lugs carried by each side 
flange of Said frame, and also comprising a stop 
shoulder located on the lower part of said bracket 
for engagement with face flanges on said frame. 

16. In a Supporting device for movable decks 
of stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
Supporting frame adapted to be secured to the 
side flanges of a channelled frame member, said 
frame having a pair of side flanges, with a trans 
versely extending shaft carried by said side 
flanges, a movable bracket mounted on said 
shaft, Said bracket having a supporting surface 
for a deck frame member and having an elon 
gated aperture surrounding said shaft, said 
aperture extending longitudinally and diagonally 
downWard with respect to the bracket When the 
bracket is in supporting position, stop means 
carried by Said bracket and engaging stop means 
Carried by said frame for engagement with each 
other when the bracket is in horizontal load sup 
porting position, said bracket being movable by 
means of Said diagonal slot on said shaft rear 
Wardly and upwardly until said stop means pass 
each other to permit the bracket to be pivoted 
downward, said bracket having an upwardly 
turned stop flange on its end for engagement with 
the side of a deck frame member. 

17. In a supporting device for movable decks 
of stock cars or the like, the combination of a 
Supporting frame adapted to be secured to the 
side flanges of a channelled frame member, said 
frame having a pair of side flanges, with a trans 
versely extending shaft carried by said side 
flanges, a movable bracket mounted on said 
shaft, Said bracket having a Supporting surface 
for a deck frame member and having an elon 
gated aperture Surrounding said shaft, said aper 
ture extending longitudinally and diagonally 
downward With respect to the bracket When the 
bracket is in Supporting position, stop means 
carried by Said bracket and engaging stop means 
Carried by Said frame for engagement with each 
other when the bracket is in horizontal load sup 
porting position, Said bracket being movable by 
means of Said diagonal slot on said shaft rear 
Wardly and upwardly until said stop means pass 
each other to permit the bracket to be pivoted 
downward, the free end of said bracket having 
a slot and the lower portion of said frame hav 
ing a flange for engagement in said slot to hold 
the bracket nested in said frame in substantially 
vertical position. 

RALPH DAY BRYAN. 


