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• M P ROVE D | N STEP-STRETC H E. R. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 73,546, dated January 21, 1868. 

To all uhon it muty concern: 
Be it known that I, C. C. PEASE, of James 

town, in the county of Chautauqua and State 
of New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Instep Stretcher and Fitter for Boots 
and Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion thereof, which will enable those skilled 
in the art to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming part of this specification. . 
The nature of this invention consists in ap 

plying a screw to the purpose of raising and 
lowering the block on the top of boot and shoe 
lasts. Bythis meansit obviates agreattrouble 
in using wedges; and for this purpose it con 
sists in a novel fitter, which is susceptible of 
being used or not, according as may be de 
sired, whereby when the instep is to be raised 
or lowered to fit any measure by simply turn 
ing the screw it adjusts the block up or down, 
as may be desired. For convenience in last 
ing boots and shoes it can be lowered and the 
leather brought easily to its place on the bot 
tom of the last without using pinchers orother 
tools, and when made fast on the bottom of 
the last the instep may be raised or lowered 
to fit the measure by simply turning the screw 
forward or backward, thus raising or lower 
ing said block. 

In the accompanying plate of drawings or 
photographs myimprovements areillustrated, 
Figure 1 being a side view of the last, and 
Fig. 2 a screw passing through the top end of 

instep-block, and Fig. 3 a slot in the last un 
der said block, and Fig. 4 a slide with slot in, 
so it may play back and forth under the head 
of a Screw and in the Slot in Said last. The 
slot being longer than the slide, it is plainly 
obvious that by tipping the last forward the 
slide falls down to the lower end of the slot, 
so the screw can pass by the end of the slide, 
there being a hole in the last to admit of the 
entire length of the screw. Below the bottom 
of the block, on the top and at one end of the 
slide, there is a concave, and the end of the 
screw is convex. It is plainly seen that by 
turning the screw so the end comes even with 
the bottom of the block it will clear the slide, 
so that by tipping the last on an incline the 
slide falls back to the heel of the last and 
leaves the Concave in line with the end of 
screw. Thus the use of the Same saves time 
and labor. 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
terS Patent 

1. The slide, slot, and screw 2, as herein 
described, forraising and lowering the instep 
block of a last, as and for the purpose speci 
fied. 

2. Connecting the slide, slot, and screw to 
a last when arranged so as to be used and op 
erated for the purpose described. 

C. C. PEASE. 
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