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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Isaao N. C. SAVILLE,
of the city and county ot Worcester, and Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Lasts,
used in making boots and shoes; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the sdme, reference
being had to theaccompanying drawing, which
formsa partot thisspecitication, and in which—

Figure 1 represents a side view of my im-
proved last, and Fig. 2 represents a longitud-
inal vertical central section of the same.

To enable those skilled in the art to which
my invention belongs to make and use the
same, I will describe it more in detail,

In the drawing, the parts marked A and B
are the two pieces which forw the last proper,
and oue of which pieces is very liable to crack,
particularly at the heel, the crack or checks
being in a vertical direction, and generally
centrally through the last—that is, from heel
to toe—or it may be that the tibers have just

- begun to separate, making several small fis-
sures. This eracking is caused by the natural
process of seasouing the wood. To prevens
and remedy these defects in the last a third
piece of seasoned wood, C, is combined with
the heel as follows: A hole is bored, or other-
érwise formed, transversely, through the heel
.of thepart A of the last, and a piece of highly
seasoned wood, C, the grain of which is in the
direction of its length, is driven or pressed
into such hole, and is secured 1n place by glue
or .other adhesive substance. The practical

effect of the insertion of the wooden piece C
is to close up any cracks which have been par-
tially formed, while, at the same time, it pre-
vents the last from splitting from the lateral
strain, resulting from the action of the jack-

spindle which enters the hole D, and which
hole is bored through the wooded piece C, as
indicated in the drawing,.

I estimatethat full one-third of all the lasts -
are either supplied with metal strapsoverthe . .
leel to prevent cracking, or else have metal
rivets passed through the heel for a- similar
parpose; and such straps or rivets are expen-
sive, while at the same time they are objec-
tionable since they are liable to render the
outer surtace of the heel of the last of im-
proper shape.

Lasts are turned from wood not. fully sea- -
soned, and L have found that by the use of .
the wooden plug or piece U, that the heels of
the last season or dry much better after they
are turned, and that, tvo, without. showing
cracks or injurious checks.: = .

Thus it will be seen that by this method the
seams or fissures already formed are . perma-
neutly closed and all further liability to open
prevented, and that, too, at-a very slight ex:
pense, while the shape of the last is not af-
fected injuriously, since the ends of the plug
C can be tinished off even with the other parts
of the last and at the same time. ‘

Having described my improved last for boots
and shoes, what I claim-therein as new and of
my invention, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent as an improved article of manufacture,
is— ‘

A wooden last, provided with a wooden
piece or plug, C, inserted and secured in.the
heel, in the position described, with the spin-
dle-hole D extending into or through it, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

ISAAC N. C. SAVILLE.

Witnesses:

THOS. H. DoDGE,
E. E. MOORE.




