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UNITED STATES 
LEWIS J. SIMS, OF 

PATENT OFFICE. 
LINCOLN, ILLINOIS. 

LiGHT-REFLECTING ArtAcHMENT For TYPE-WRTERs. 
No. 849,862. 

To cut? it'hom if n-?tly eoncern: 
Be it known that I, IEWIs J. SIMs, a citi 

zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Lincoln, in the county of Logan and State 
of Illinois, have invented a Light-Reflecting 
Attachment for Type-Writers, of which the 
following is a specification. . . 

This invention relates to type-writing fina 
chines, and has reference more particularly 
to the provision of an attachment especially 
adapted for use in connection with such 
type-writing machines as are operated in a 
dimly-lighted room. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a light-reflecting medium easily and 
conveniently attached to any of the type 
writing machines now in common use and so 
located and arranged that light from a cer 
tain direction may be reflected onto the 
platen-roll of the machine in order that the 
printing may be more clearly seen by the op 
erator though the machine itself is in a 
dimly-lighted place. us 
With this principal object in view the in 

vention consists, primarily, of a reflecting 
medium-for instance, a mirror--in connec 
tion with means for attaching the same to a 
type-writing machine and for adjusting the 
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mirror with respect to the source of light and 
the platen-roll. - ‘. . . 
The following specification enters into a 

detail description of the construction, appli 
cation, and practical advantages of the in 
vention, and what I claim as new, and desire 
to protect by Letters Patent of the United 
States, is more specifically set forthin the ap 
pended claim. i . . 
In the accompanying drawings, which 

form a part hereof, Figure 1 is a front eleya 
tion of the device. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation 
of the same. Fig. 3 is alongitudinal sectional 
view through the mirror-frame and mirror 
carried thereby. Fig. 4 is a transverse sec 
tional view through Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is an end 
elevation illustrating the application of the 
invention. . . 

Like letters and numerals of reference in 
dicate like parts in all the figures of the draw 
SS 

in the operation of a type-writing ma 
chine in a dimly-lighted room it is frequently 
the case that though the operating-keys may 
be clearly seen by the operator yet the print 
ed matter cannot be so easily read, owing to 
the insufficiency of the light and the location 

specification of Letters Patent. 
Application filed March 20, 

Patented April 9, 907 
1906, Serial No. 307,045. 

such instances the operator is required to 
strain his eyes to a more or less extent in an 
effort to follow the printing, especially in that 
class of type-writing machines commonly 
known as “visible writers. It is the pur pose of my invention, therefore, to relieve 
this condition by the provision of a simple 
and effective device which can be readily and 
conveniently attached to any of the ordi 

In carrying out my invention f employ a rectangular frame A, which is Ely 
made of sheet metal to comprise the backd, 
end pockets a'a', and bottom pocket a, said 
pockets being formed by simply bending the 
ends and lower portion of the plate upon 
itself, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. This frame 
is adapted to hold a light-reflecting medium 
for instance, an ordinary mirror B, and so that 
the greater part of the face of said mirror 
will be exposed, as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
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CC designate angle-brackets by means of 
which the mirror and its frame are attached to the type-writing machine, and for the pur 
pose of supporting the mirror-frame in swing 
ing engagement with the brackets sail frame 
is provided at each end centially with a boss 
b, having a threaded pinb', the atter passing 
through an eye in the upper end of the 
bracket to receive an ordinary milled thumb 
nut d. The thumb-nut is adapted to bind 
upon the bracket, so as to firmly hold the 
mirror-frame at any position to which it may 
be tilted or adjusted. The lower end of each 
bracket is provided with a foot-piece c, hav 
ing a slot c' therein, by means of which the 
device may be secured upon a type-writing 
machine. It will be understood, of course, 
that in some instances it may be necessary to 
change the shape of the brackets in applying 
the device to different machines, and, in fact, 
the mirror or reflecting medium may be sup 
ported in any suitable manner. I also coin 
template providing a highly-polished metal 
plate as a reflecting medium in place of the 

nary type-writing machines. 

ordinary glass mirror, inasmuch as it is more 
durable and less expensive. i 

In the application of the device to a type- . 
Writing machine it is in some instancesse 
cured to the garriage e', Fig. 5, by means of the 
screws which hold the usual scale-plate in 
E. the slots c' in the foot-pieces of the rackets being provided for this purpose. In 
other cases it is secured to the main frame or 
other part of the machine. The brackets 
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of the platen-roll within the machine. In project forwardly and upwardly from the 
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carriage or frame and support the mirror in 
front of the platen-rolle above the center 
thereof and so that the mirror may be ad 
justed to reflect the light coming from in the 
rear of the machine onto the lower part of the 
front of the platen-roll, as indicated by the 
arrows in Fig. 5. Of course the inclination 
of the mirror can be readily adjusted to throw 
the light at the proper point by simply manip 
ulating the milled thumb-nuts d. it will be 
seein, E. that by the use of this device 
the printing which is in the shadow of the 
machine or roll will be lighted up by reflec 
tion, permitting the operator to clearly read 
thE, without straining his eyes. Having thus described my invention, what 
iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
iers Patent, is 
The combination with a type-writingma 

chine, of a device for reflecting rays of light 
onto the platen-roll of the machine and com 

840,862 
prising a rectangular plate bent upon itself at 
three of its edges forming shallow grooves or 
pockets, threaded pins projecting from the 
opposite side edges of the plate, a mirror in 
slidable. Ex: with the plate and adapted to take into the grooves thereof, 
brackets having apertures to receive the pins, 
said brackets i.eing provided with slotted 
foot-pieces for adjustable attachment to the 
type-writer, and thumb-nuts threaded on 
the pins, of the mirror-frame to frictionally 
engage the brackets, as herein shown and de scribed. 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

LEWIS J. SIMS. 
Witnesses: 

J. E. JEwert, 
URI Kiss INGER. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
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