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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ANGELO PICCIONE, a 

subject of the King of Italy, residing at 
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of 

5 New York, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Lathering Devices, of - - - - 

along the inner side of the cup. which the following is a specification. . . . 
This invention relates to lathering devices 

for use by barbers to produce lather for 
10 shaving purposes, and has for its object the 

provision of a device of this character which 
permits of easily and conveniently cleaning 
the cup and brush after each shaving oper 
ation and thus render the same more sani 

15 tary as well as facilitating the work of the 
barber. 
In the accompanying drawings: Figure 

1 is a vertical section of my improved lath 
ering device. Figure 2 is a horizontal sec 

20 tion of the same taken on line 3-2, looking 
downwardly. Figure 3 is a similar view 
taken on the same line but looking upwardly. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary vertical section 

or upwardly for uncovering the cup when 
the same is required for making lather. online 4-4, Fig. 2. 

25 Similar characters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts throughout the Several 
views. 

This lathering device, in its general con 
struction, comprises a cup which may be 

30 made of metal or any other suitable mate 
rial to form a cylindrical upright wall 10 
and a bottom one part of which is elevated 
to constitute a shelf 11 upon which the soap 
and water may be mixed to form lather and 

35 another part being depressed to constitute 
a bowl or fount 12 in which Water is held 
in which the bristles of the brush are dipped 
preparatory to mixing the same with the 
soap for making lather. 

40 The elevated part of the bottom contains 
an outlet 13 for the discharge of water and 
soap Suds from the cup into the delivery 
nipple 14 arranged below the outlet and 
adapted to be connected at its lower end 

45 with a drain pipe leading to a sewer or waste 
pipe. This outlet is controlled by a verti 
cally movable flush valve 50 which in its 
lowered position engages a seat around the 
upper edge of the outlet and closes the latter 

50 but which may be raised to uncover the out 
let and permit the contents of the cup to be 
washed out and discharged through the out 
let. The Water for thus flushing or washing 
out the cup is preferably delivered into the 

5s same by a spray ring 15 arranged around 
the inner side of the cup adjacent to the 

top thereof and connected by a valve 16 with 
a Water Supply pipe 7 on the outer side of 
the cup and provided on its underside with 
an annular row of perforations 18 through 
which a shower of water in the form of an 

60 

annular stream is delivered downwardly 
Immediately below the spray ring a single 

stream faucet 19 is arranged to which water 
may be supplied from the supply pipe 17 by 
Opening a valve 20 on the exterior of the cup, 
thereby enabling a barber to wet his hand 
for rubbing the face of a customer prepara tory to finishing the shaving operation in 
the customary manner. 
While the cup is being flushed out the 

upper end of the same is preferably closed 
by a cover 21 to prevent splashing outside, 
this cover being preferably, pivotally con 
nected on One side of its edge to the upper 
edge of the cup by a hinge 22, so that the 
cover can be swung downwardly over the 
upper end of the cup for closing the same 

Means are preferably provided for holding 
the cover in its closed position, which means 
may consist of a catch 23 pivoted on the cup 

.85 and adapted to be yieldingly held in engage 
ment with the upper side of the edgepor 
tion of the cover opposite its hinge by a 
spring 24 interposed between the cup and 
catch. 
The opening and closing of the flush valve 
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in the bottom of the cup is preferably ef fected automatically upon closing and open 
ing the cup. The preferred means for this 
purpose shown in the drawings comprise a 
vertically-swinging rock lever 25 connected 9: 
at its inner end with a stem 26 projecting 
downwardly from the lower side of the flush valve, and an upright vertically reciprocat 
ing shifting rod 27 connected at its lower 
end with the outer end of the rock lever and 
adapted to be engaged at its upper end by 
the cover when the latter is closed, and 
springs 28, 29 operating to turn the lever in 
the direction for closing the flush valve. 
When the cover is open the springs 28, 29 
close the flush valve and thus retain the soap 
suds or foam in the cup for use by the 
barber on the face of the customer, but upon 
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closing the cover the flush valve is opened 
automatically, thereby permitting the water 
from the spray pipe to wash or rinse the con 
tents of the cup into the drain. 
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The lever is arranged in a horizontal chan 
nel 30 extending from the side of the cup to 
the discharge nipple and is pivoted between 
its outer and inner ends to a bracket 31 de 
pending from the top of this channel. In 
order to render this channel accessible for 
inspection, adjustment or repairing the 
parts within the same, the bottom of the cup 
is constructed in sections, one section 32 
being preferably fixed and forming a per 
manent part of the bottom and connected 
with the side walls and bottom of the chan 
nel, and the other section 33 forming the 
top of the channel and detachably connected 
with the fixed section of the cup bottom by 
screws 34. - 
preferably formed partly on the fixed and 
partly in the detachable section of the cup 
bottom. The shifting rod is preferably ar 
ranged on the inner side of the cup and 
guided in lugs 35 projecting therefrom. The 
spring 28 has a pushing effect and the spring 
29 a pulling effect, but if desired any other 
suitable spring arrangement may be elm 
ployed. 
The brush whereby the lather is formed 

in the cup and applied to the face of the 
customer is preferably suspended on the 
inner side of the cup when not in use for 
which purpose a clasp. 36 is arranged on the 
inner side of the cup above the Water fount, 
so that upon engaging the handle 37 of the 
brush with this clasp, the bristles 38 on the 
lower end thereof are arranged in the fount, 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. While the brush 
is in this position, the same may be washed 
by streams of water issuing from one or 
more jets 39 projecting outwardly from the 
inner side of the fount and connected by a 
valve 40 with the main water supply pipe 
so that the bristles of the brush may be 
washed and rinsed when desired while the 
same is enclosed. 
This lathering device is very compact in 

construction, it has no parts which are likely 
to get out of order and the same provides a 
very convenient means for expeditiously pro 
ducing lather for shaving a customer and 
then cleaning out the cup for promoting 
sanitation. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A lathering device, comprising a cup 

provided in its bottom with an outlet, a 
vertically movable valve adapted to move 
upwardly to open said outlet and down 
wardly to close the same, a cover pivoted to 
the upper end of said cup, a lever connected 

The flush outlet of the cup is 
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with said valve and an upright rod con 
nected at its lower end with said lever and 
adapted to be engaged at its upper end by 
said cover. - - - 

2. A lathering device, comprising a cup 
provided in its bottom with an outlet, a 
nipple arranged below said outlet, and a 
horizontal channel leading from the side of 
the cup to said nipple, a valve movable ver 
tically toward and from said outlet, a rock 
lever arranged in said channel connected at 
its inner end with said valve, an upright 
shifting rod guided on the inner side of said 
cup and connected at its lower end with said 
lever, a spring for turning said lever in the 
direction for closing said valve and raising 
said rod, and a cover pivoted to the upper 
end of said cup and adapted when moved 
downwardly into its closed position to en 
gage the upper end of said rod and depress 
the same for opening said valve. 

3. A lathering device, comprising a cup 
provided at its bottom with an outlet, a 
nipple arranged below said outlet, and a 
horizontal channel leading from the side of 
the cup to said nipple, a valve movable ver 
tically toward and from said outlet, a rock 
lever arranged in said channel connected at 
its inner end with said valve, an upright 
shifting rod guided on the inner side of said 
cup and connected at its lower end with said 
lever, a spring for turning said lever in the 
direction for closing said valve and raising 
said rod, and a cover pivoted to the upper 
end of said cup and adapted when moved 
downwardly into its closed position to en 
gage the upper end of said rod and depress 
the same for opening said valve, the bottom 
of Said cup having a fixed section connected 
with the side walls of said channel, and a 
removable section which forms the top of 
said channel and is detachably connected 
With said fixed section. 

4. A lathering device, comprising a cup 
having a bottom one part of which is ele 
vated to receive soap and a part which is 
depressed to form a water fount, and an ot 
let in said elevated part of the bottom, 
means for supporting a brush on the inner 
side of Said cup with its bristles projecting 
downwardly into said fount, and valve con 
trolled water delivery jets projecting out 
Wardly from the inner part of said fount 
toward the inner side of the cup and adapted 
to deliver water against the bristles of the 
birush. 

ANGELO PICCFONE. 
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