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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GIDEON POTTER, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Osceola,
in the county of Stark and State of Illinois,
haveinventedcertain newand usefulImprove-
ments in Automatic Spice-Measurers; and I

do declare the following to be a full, clear,and

exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention consists in a novel automatic
spice measurer which combines convenience
in use with great accuracy in measuring and
delivering the exact amount of each of the
several kinds of spiees used; the invention be-
ing also applicable for use in measuring and
delivering many other substances in addition
to spices; and my invention will be herein-
after fully deseribed and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 11is aperspective view of the complete
measurer, with part of the outer casing broken
away. Fig.2is a sectional detail view, on an
enlarged scale, of one of the cans. Fig. 3 is
a sectional detail view, taken from another
point, and further illustrating the construc-
tion of the same can.

The same numerals of reference indicate

corresponding parts in the several figures.
_ Referring to the several parts by their des-
ignating numerals, 1 indicates the central
supporting post, having a suitable base 2, on
yvhlch the measurer-frame is mounted so that
it can be readily turned to bring any particu-
lar can before the operator; the post 1 pass-
ing up through the center of said frame.

3 indicates this supporting frame, which is
mounted and turns on the post 1 and in
which the series of cans, 4, is mounted. The
cans, 4, are mounted, as shown, in the revolv-
ing frame 3, and have suitable openings in
their upper ends through which the spices are
placed within them. Within each can is
mounted a central revolving shaft, 5, to the
lower part or end of which is secured a disk,
6, formed with eight (more or less) compart-
ments, 7, which are preferably formed by ra-
dial wings, 8. The compartments may be
made to hold any desired quantity, but are

usually of such size that they will hold an
ounce, each. At the outer side of the can an
opening, 9, is formed in the can-bottom, and
a spout, 10, leads down from said opening.
A glass slide, 11, is mounted in the side of
the can in front of its delivery opening, so
thatif the contents of the can become clogged,
the obstruction can be readily seen, and ac-
cess had thereto by opening the slide.

A cone, 12, is secured upon the shaft 5, ex-
tending up from the top of the measuring-
disk 6; and a series of pins, 13, are secured
on thiseone and project out radially, asshown.
Just above the measuring-disk a division-
plate, 14, is secured to the inner side of the
can, having a central opening, 15, larger than
the lower end of the cone, so that the spice
can flow through said opening when agitated
by the pins 13, down into the inner ends of
the compartments 7 and evenly fill the said
compartments. It will now be seen that the
weigher can turn the frame 3, either by con-
nected foot-power or by his hand, to bring
each can as desired beforehim, when by turn-
ing the can-shaft 5 by the small crank-han-
dle at its upper end for the proper distance
one of the compartments 7 will be turned di-
rectly above the discharge opening 9, when
its contents will drop down through the spout
10 into the bag or cup which is there stationed
to receive it. The frame 3 is then turned to
bring the can containing the kind of spice
next desired before the weigher, when the
handle of that can-shaft is turned in like
manner, and the contents of one or more com-
partments drawn into the cup or receptacle.
It will be seen that the object of the cone or

can to slide outward evenly to the several
compartments of the measuring-disk, while

the cone stir the contents of the can and pre-
vent it from packing.

In order to insure the turning of the ean-
shaft 5 for the exact distance required to dis-
charge the contents of each compartment 7
in turn, I secure upon the top of each can
eight equi-distant stop-blocks, or pins, 17, ar-
ranged as shown so that the handle 16 of the
shaft 5 will come in contact with one of these
stops when it has been turned far enough to
bring one measuring-compartment, 7, directly

pyramid 12 is to cause the contents of the
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over the discharge-opening 9 in the. can-bot-
tom; the stops being of such height that the
crank-handle can be pressed over themm by
the finger when it is desired to empty the
next compartment. ‘

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A spice measurer comprising a can or re-
ceptacle having the bottom discharge open-
ing and spout, a central revolving shaft, the
measuring-disk secured thereon and having
the series of measuring compartments, and
the division-plate secured in the can above
the measuring- disk; and having a central
opening through which said shaft passes sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. A spice measurer comprising a can or re-
ceptacle having the bottom discharge open-
ing and spout, a central revolving shaft, the
measuring-disk secured on the lower end of
said shaft and having the series of measuring
compartments; the cone secured upon the
shaft above said measuring-disk, and the di-
vision - plate secured in the ean above the
measuring-disk; substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

3. A spice measurercomprising a ean or re-
ceptacle having the bottom discharge open-
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ing and spout, a central revolving shaft, the 3o

measuring-disk secured on the lower end of
said shaft and having the series of measur-
ing compartments, the cone secured upon the
shaft above said measuring-disk and having
the series of stirring-pins projecting from it,
and the division-plate secured in the can
above the measuring-disk; substantially as
set forth.

4. A spice measurercomprising a can or re-
ceptacle having the bottom discharge open-
ing and spout, a central revolving shaft hav-
ing a crank-handle on its upper end, the
measuring-disk secured on the lower end of
said shaft and having the series of measuring
compartments; the division-plate secured in
the can above the measuring-disk, and hav-
ing a central opening through which said
shaft passes and the series of equi-distant
stops secured on the top of the ecan and adapt-
ed to engage with the handle of the revolv-
ing shaft, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GIDEON POTTER.

Witnesses:

W. E. WHAPLES,
C. M. CARPENTER.
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