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The present invention relates primarily to a
child’s toothbrush holder.

The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a toothbrush holder which is operable to
emit a musical or other sound and which is
therefore adapted to encourage or induce or re-
mind a child to brush its teeth. Further, and
in accordance with another object of the pres-
ent invention, the toothbrush holder presents an
appearance which is particularly pleasing to a
child and which therefore, in this respect as well,
offers a certain amount of encouragement and
inducement to the.child to brush its teeth.

The invention, the above mentioned objects
thereof, and other objects, ancillary thereto, will
be fully understood from the following descrip-
tion considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawings which are to be considered
as illustrative of the invention but not in limita-
tion thereof.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side perspective view of a tooth-
brush holder embodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 2; '

Fig. 4 is a perspective view, on a larger scale,
of part of the mechanism with Whlch the tooth-
brush cooperates;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary top plan view-of part
of the mechanism within the holder.

Referring now to the drawings in detfail, the
toothbrush holder 10 is illustrated in Fig. 1 as
presenting a fanciful representation of a baby
elephant, but it will be understood that said
holder may be in any one of a large number of
suitable forms attractive to a child: Said holder
comprises a hollow member 12 which may be
mounted or otherwise suitably formed of any
suitable material, for example, plaster-of-paris,
a suitable plastic, wood, metal, etc. The outer
surface of outer member 12 may be colored and
also, if desired, may be provided with any suit-
able surface ornamentation. In the particular
embodiment shown herein, the ears {4 of the fig-
ure are formed of fabric or other suitable sheet
material adhesively or otherwise secured in posi-
tion in any suitable way. The figure member 12
is provided with a base or bottom closure mem-
ber 16,

The toothbrush is indicated at B and it will
be noted that the figure member (2 is provided
with an opening 18 to receive the handle H of
the toothbrush. The figure 12 is provided in-
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teriorly thereof with a longitudinal guide 20
for directing the lower end of the handle to the
proper position on a support 22 and in juxtaposi-
tion to the vane 24 of a musical device of any
suitable music-box type. It will be noted that
when the brush is mounted in the holder the
lower end of the handle of the brush is in the
path of rotation cf the vane 24 and thereby pre-
vents the operation of the musical device. On
the other hand when the brush is removed from
the holder the vane 24 is free to rotate so that
the musical device can operate or play. Ac-
cordingly, ‘inducement and encouragement are
offered to a child to remove the toothbrush from
the holder for brushing its teeth since the
musical device cannot play unless the toothbrush
handle is. moved out of engagement with the
rotary vane 24 of the musical device.

“The musical or other sound-emitting device
may be of any suitable type and does not in
itself form part of the present invention except
i relation to the toothbrush holder. It may
bé noted, however, that the musical device com-
prise a rotary drum 26 provided with a plurality
of radial prongs 28 which during the rotation
of said drum engaged the ends of a set of musical
vibratory members’ 80 which when vibrated pro-
duce various musical tones. Sounds, other than
musical sounds, attractive to a child may be
emitted. ‘Drum 26 is rotated by a spring motor

34 and 36. The vane 24 is fixed to a rotary
shaft 38 which is journalled for rotation at its
opposite ends in a bearing member 40, of a
bracket 42, and in the base plate 44 of the mu-
sical device. The supporting member 22 for the
lower end of the toothbrush handle is carried
by said bracket 42, Shaft 38 is geared to and
is driven by rotary drum 26. More specifically,
as here shown, said shaft is provided with a
worm gear 46 which meshes with a driving worm
wheel 48. The shaft 50 on which worm wheel
48 is fixed is provided with a gear 52 which is
geared to the gear 54 carried by drum 26 through
the intermediate speed increasing gearing illus-
trated (Fig. 5). It will be noted that drum 26
is geared to spring motor 30 by gears 56 and 58.

Thus, it is seen that the toothbrush holder of
the present invention is well adapted to accom-
plish the primary purposes and objects of the
present invention. It will be understood, how-
ever, that the invention may be applied to a
holder for a removable article other than 2
toothbrush and may be embodied otherwise than
as here shown, and that in the illustrated em-
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bodiment certain changes in the details of con-
struction and in the srrangement of parts may
be made without departing from the underlying
idea or principles of the invention within the
scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

i A device of the character described com-
prising a holder, a musical device associated with
said holder and having s member which con-
trols the operation of said musical device, said
holder having an opening for receiving the han-
dle of a removable toothbrush, and means pro-
vided in said holder in association with said
opening for guiding the handle to a predeter-
mined position in relation to said member for
interrupting the playing of said device, said con-
trol member being released when the toothbrush
is removed from said position and engaged by
said handle when the toothbrush is inserted in
said holder.

2. A device of the character described com-
prising a holder for a removable article, a musi-
cal device positioned in said holder and having

a rotary controlling member which prevents the 2

musical device from playing when said rotary
member is prevented from rotating, means pro-
viding a support for the inner end of said re-
movable article when the latter is mounted in
said holder, said support being positioned so that
when the removable article is supported thereby
2 part of said removable article within the hold~
er is in the path of said rotary controlling mem-
ber and thereby constitutes a stop for said ro-
tary member to prevent the playing of said musi-
cal device, said support having guide means
therein for guiding a part of said article to its
position in said path of said rotary controlling
member.

3. A deviee of the character described compris-
ing a holder in the form of toy figure, a musi~
cal device associated with said holder and hav-
ing a rotary controlling member which prevents
the playing of said musical device unless said ro-
tary member is free to rotate, said holder hav-
ing means for supporting a removable article in g,
bredetermined position therein to prevent rota-
tion of said rotary member whereby to prevent
the playing of the musical device unless said
removable article is removed from said predeter-
mined position.
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4. A device of the character described com-
prising a container for a removable article, said
container having an opening for the insertion
and removal of said article and a musica] device
associated with said holder, said musical device
having a movable member which controls the
operation of said musical device, said control-
ling member being positioned to be releasably
engaged by said removable article when the lat-
ter is mounted in a predetermined position in
the container whereby to prevent the playing of
said musical device unless said removable article
is removed from said position and thus released
from said controlling member, and means in
said container for supporting said article in said
position.

5. A device of the character described com-
brising a container for a removable article, said
container having an opening for the insertion
and removal of said article and a sound-emitting
device associated with said holder, said sound-
emitting device having 3 movable member which
controls the operation of said device, said con-
trolling member positioned to be releasably en-
gaged by said removable article when the latter
is mounted in a predetermined position in the
container whereby to prevent the operation of said
sound-emitting device, unless said removable arti-
cle is removed from said position and thus re-
leased from said controlling member, and means
in said container for supporting said article in
said position.

BENJAMIN H. KUYLER.
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