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Edward F. Todd, Highland Park, and Sigmund Malczew-
ski, Chicago, Ill., assignors to The Imperial Brass Man-
ufacturing Co., a corporation of Illinois

Filed Feb. 17, 1958, Ser. No. 715,745
"3 Claims. (Cl. 312—234.5)

The present invention pertains to cabinets in general
and particularly to a display merchandiser for displaying
and storing small parts or items of merchandise.

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a
display merchandiser having a plurality of transparent
drawers positioned in a cabinet with their forward faces
inclined to afford easy identification of their contents.

Another object of the invention is to provide a cabi-
net with drawer positioning means cooperable with the
drawers to position the drawers with their major sur-
faces inclined from the horizontal but with their forward

" walls parallel.
Another object of the invention is to provide a cabi-
“met with drawers, the front wall of which is designed to
cooperate with the drawer positioning means to positive-
ly position the drawer in the cabinet and to provide
space for an identification card therein.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
cabinet ‘with drawers having a transparent front wall,
a portion of which extends beyond the bottom wall of
the drawer for cooperation with an extension of the
drawer to form an enclosed recess below the ordinary
line of sight to the interior of the drawer for position-
ing an identification card therein, whereby the downward
extension forms an out of the way drawer pull.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent to one skilled in the art from the following
detailed description, when read in conjunction with the
drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a display merchand1ser
embodymg the invention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of a merchandiser em-
bodying the invention with a portion of the side panel
cut away;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view illustrating an em-
bodiment of the drawers of the invention in cooperation
with the drawer positioning shelves, and

Fig. 4 is an end elevational view of a drawer embody-
ing the invention taken along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3
with a portion of the front pane 1 cut away to show the
structure of the drawer.

Because of the large number of small parts or items
which must be kept in inventory and readily accessible

- for individual sale, the retail hardware industry has al-
ways been faced with the problem of providing adequate,
convenient and attractive space for storing small parts
or items for over the counter sale. While the use of
small individual drawers has been known to thée indus-
try, they present the difficulty and inconvenience of as-
certaining the contents of the drawers which, in the sys-
tems which have been employed in the past, entails go-
ing to each individual drawer and opening it to survey
the contents. The individual drawers were, of course,
labeled to indicate the contents, but the contents them-
selves could not be seen.  The construction and posi-
tioning of the conventional drawers meant that even
though a transparent drawer were to be used, the clerk
could only see into those which were at eye-level since

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

- effective merchandising tools—eye appeal.

2

the front of the drawers were perpendicular to the hori-
zontal line of the floor or the cabinet.

The storage arrangements which have been known in
the past did mot permit the buyer to view the stored
items, thereby depriving the seller of one of his most
Since the
buyer very often does not know the proper: designation
of the item for which he is looking, it is difficult for him
to convey his needs to the clerk or to attempt to inter-
pret the identification cards which are placed on the
drawers. By making the stored items visible to the con-
sumer, his shopping is made easier for specific pur-
chases and also may serve as a reminder of other items
he needs.

Even where the conventional drawer has a transparent

“front wall, the drawer pull and identification card are

placed thereon as to obscure the view into the drawer.
The novel arrangement of the inclined front wall of the
invention permits the identification card holder and the
drawer pull to be incorporated below the storage por-
tion of the drawer so as fo present an unobstructed view
of its contents.

In the present invention, an embodiment of which is
illustrated herein, the display merchandiser is comprised
of a horizontal base and two side panels positioned per-
pendicular to the horizontal base. The front or dis-
play portion of the merchandiser lies in an inclined plane
which is defined by the tapered front edges of the side
panels while the drawers are positioned in the cabinet
on drawer positioning means in such a manner that their
major plane is perpendicular to the frontal plane defined
by the forward edges of the panels and is consequently
at an acute angle to the horizontal base of the cabinet.
The front wall of the drawers is formed at a reading an-
gle and cooperates with the drawer positioning means to
position the drawers in such a manner that viewing of
the drawers and their contents merely entails a glancing
down by the clerk. Because of the angle of the frontal
plane and the angles of the front or forward walls of
the drawers, all of the drawers are easily visible from
a single eye position without necessitating the stooping
or stretching which would ordinarily be required to put
the eye more or less perpendicular with the front wall
of a drawer. An identification card holding means is
incorporated in the front wall, within the drawer stop
portion, to accommodate an identification card in each
drawer. Because the identification card holding means
is placed below the bottom surface of the drawer and
within the transparent wall, there is no possibility that
the card will be inadvertently removed or misplaced,
and further, the card does not obstruct the view into the
drawer and is protected from smudging or other de-
terioration -due to handling, marking or getting dirty.

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2, the display mer-
chandiser illustrating the present invention is comprised
of a horizontal base 11 mounted on four suitable legs
such as 12a, 12b, 12¢ and 12d4. The cabinet itself is
an enclosure formed by the two side panels 13 and 14
and a back panel 16 with a top panel 17 mounted to-
ward ‘the upper ends of the side panels 13 and 14 to tie

- them together, and an intermediate panel 18 located part
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way up the side panels and secured to both.

The side panels 13 and 14 are positioned perpendicu-
lar to the horizontal base 11. The side panels are so
shaped that their rear edges are also perpendicular to the
base 11 while their forward edges 13¢ and 14a are ta-

‘pered toward the top to define between them a frontal

plane for the cabinet which intersects the horizontal
base at an angle less than 90°. A drawer positioning
means, generally designated 21, comprising a plurality
of drawer shelves 24 is secured within the cabinet with
the major plane of the shelves being perpendicular ta
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the frontal plane defined by the edges 134 and 144. The
lower portion of the cabinet is a storage compartment 22
enclosed on the top and bottom by the horizontal base
11 and. the. intermediate panel.18. respectively,. and en-
closed on three sides: by; portions of. the two side:panels
13.and: 14.and the back panel 16. " The front of the stor-
age.compartment. 22.is. closed by.a. suitable hinged door
23

The drawer. positioning means 21:is most. clearly- seen
in Figure.3 and.comprises: a backplate 25 which- is se-
cured  in- the cabinet. parallel: to- the. frontal plane and
has secured. perpendicular: thereto: a plurality  of drawer
shelves 24, ~Each of the shelves.24: has a.channel. por-
tion 26 formed: on.the outer end: thereof. by making two
bends: in the material. and. forming. a. substantially U-
shaped channel. This channel 26, as will be explained
later, serves as a limiting member in limiting both the
outward and inward- movement of.the. drawer.

The drawer. 27, which is most clearly seen in Figures
3 and 4, is formed of a bottom wall 274, two side walls
27b which are perpendicular to the bottom wall, a back
wall 27¢, and a front or forward portion 28. The side
walls 27b. each have a: shoulder formed thereon which
together with the upper portion of the back wall 27¢
defines a stop portion 29." This stop portion 29 on the
drawer 27 cooperates with. the lower extremity 31 of the
U-shaped panel 26. of its upper adjacent drawer shelf
24 to act as a drawer stop and limit the outward move-
ment of the drawer. When it is desired to remove the
drawer for any reason, it'can be rotated counterclock-
wise (Fig. 3) to-remove the stop portion 29 from. en-
gagement with the extremity.31..

The front wall-28a of the drawer is.at an acute angle
to the bottom wall 27a. This acute-angle is of a Iesser
degree than the angle of the frontal plane with the base
portion. of the cabinet so that the forward wall of the
drawer will be more inclined-than the frontal plane when
placed in the cabinet and hence at the average reading
angle and easier to read from above. The base wall 274
terminates at its forward end in an abruptly downward-
ly curving portion and the forward wall 28 is secured
substantially parallel to the downward curved portion by
an arcuate connecting bead 32. The space between the
downwardly curved portion of the base. 272 and front
wall 28a is utilized as a holder for an identification card
33 which may be held in place against the forward panel
284 by. any suitable means such as the tabs 35 formed on
the curved portion of the base wall 27a.

In addition to forming an identification card holder,
the curved portion of the base 27a and the lower por-
tion of the. front wall 28a, which is below the major
plane of the bottom wall 274, forms a drawer pull. The
forward positioning of the drawer is accomplished by a
pair of abutments 285 formed within the curved portion
for cooperation with the vertical sides 34 of the U-
shaped channel of the supporting drawer shelf 24.

The drawer of the illustration of the present invention
is provided with a plurality of. pairs of ribs 36 formed
on the side walls 27b. These pairs of ribs are formed
opposite one another for the accommodation of dividing
panels for purposes of compartmentalizing the drawers
if it is so desired.

The foregoing detailed description is. given for clear-
ness of understanding only, and no unnecessary limita-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

5

ot

60

4

tions are to be understood therefrom, as modifications
will be obvious to those skilled in the art.

We claim: i

1. In a display merchandiser for storing a plurality of
types of items in compartments affording easy visual in-
spection thereof, and having a pair of parallel perpen-
dicular side panels, the forward edge of said side panels
being tapered toward the top:to- define- an inclined fron-
tal plane and drawer positioning means including drawer
supports positioned  between. said ‘side panels. perpen-
dicularly to said frontal' plane, a plurality of drawers
positioned on said'‘supports, each of said drawers com-
prising: a substantially. -flat' bottom wall terminating in
a downward projection at its forward end; and a trans-
parent front wall secured- in: spaced relationship to said
projection at an acute angle to the flat portion of said
bottom wall whereby an upwardly extended portion of
said front wall permits viewing of the interior of the
drawer at an average reading angle and a downwardly
extending. portion thereof cooperates with said downward
projection to form a transparent card enclosing means
below the flat plane of the bottom wall of said drawer.

2. In a display merchandiser, a display drawer com-
prising: a substantially flat base wall which terminates
at its forward end in- a downward projection; and a
transparent forward wall secured to the projection of
said base wall to extend upwardly therefrom at an acute
angle to the flat portion of the base wall and spaced
forwardly thereof whereby the space between said for-
ward wall and said downward projection forms a.card
receiving recess readily viewable from.the front of .the
drawer while precluding accessibility thereto from. the
front of the drawer and’ permitting observation. of the
interior of the drawer through the .upper portion of the
forward wall.

"3..In a drawer for use in a display merchandiser: a
substantially flat bottom wall terminating at its forward
end in a downward projection, said projection being
curved to form. a finger-grip thereon; a transparent for-
ward wall secured in spaced relationship to said down-
ward projection at an acute angle to the flat portion. of
said bottom wall to form a card receiving recess between
said forward wall and said projection; and tabs extend-
ing forwardly from said projection within said recess to
adjacent the forward wall to position a card against the
rear face of said forward wall for ready viewing. thereof
through said front wall,
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