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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM IsIDOR PIT 

CAN, a subject of the King of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and resident of Manchester, 
England, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Corsets, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention refers to corsets, and in 

particular what are known as figure-reduc 
ing corsets. The object of the invention is 
to provide corsets, which will serve for com 
pressing the abdomen, and also for support 
ing the abdomen. Or, which will serve for 
either purpose separately. In the latter case 
the corsets will be specially suitable for wear 
by expectant mothers, or by persons requir 
ing an effective abdominal support without compression. 
The invention will be described with the 

aid of the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
front of the corset while, 

Fig. 2 is a corresponding view of the rear 
of the corset. 
According to the invention, each corset 

half a, is provided with a broad band b, one 
end c of which is secured to the busk or front 
edge of the corset at a point slightly above 
the lower end of the busk, while the other 
end d is left free. This band, which is pref 
erably made of elastic webbing, which is so 
cut and arranged that it inclines upwardly 
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and toward the waist line. At its free end, 
the band b is provided with buckles or 
like fastenings f. 
At the back of each corset section, are se 

cured two straps (7, (7, which from the points 
of connection incline downwardly, the 
straps being designed to extend over the hips 
to the front of the corset, where their free 
ends may be connected by the buckles f, f to 
the broad band aforesaid on the front of 
the respective corset sections. 
With the band and straps of each corset 

section thus disposed any tension produced 
by tightening the straps will be exerted 
along lines extending diagonally from a 
point, or points, at or near the middle of 
the back of the corset, to the front lower part 
of the corset. By thus exerting a pull on 
the front of the corset, the abdomen is com 
pressed and the desired figure obtained. 
A further but narrower elastic band h is 

secured to the busk or front edge 6 of each 
corset section at a point below the before 
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named broadband, the two bands (upper 
and lower) slightly overlapping each other. 
This further and lower band is arranged to 
lie more or less parallel with the lower edge 
of the corset Section to which it is attached, 
and at its free end is a buckle or like fas tening i. 
To the back part of each corset section, is 

Secured one end of a further strap i which 
also lies more or less parallel with the bot 
tom edge of the corset section, and thus is 
adapted to be connected by the buckle i to 
the lower band h, at the front of said corset 
Section. The lower edge of the corset will 
Referably be cut to extend well below the 
hips. 
By means of the broad bands b, b and 

straps {7, 7 the abdomen may be compressed, 
while by means of the lower bands h, h, and 
straps i, j the abdomen may be supported. 
Either set of bands and straps may be used 
alone for its particular purpose, while the 
other set is not used. 
The bands will preferably be made of elas 

tic webbing, while the straps will be of cloth 
or tape as commonly used with corsets. 
Although preferring a single broad upper 

band for each corset section, two narrower 
bands may be provided. In this connection 
the bands may be arranged at slightly dif 
ferent angles, but the strap of each will be 
Secured in Such manner as to cause the pull 
to be taken by the back of the corset and 
where the spine can best bear the strain. 
The corsets will be made with side lacings 

k, as well as the back lacing to allow of 
the corsets being adjusted to suit the Wear 
er's figure. 
What I claim is:- 
Corsets for compressing or supporting the 

abdomen comprising in combination two cor 
set sections, means for connecting said sec 
tions at the back and front, a comparatively 
short broadband of elastic material secured 
to the busk or front edge of each corset half 
at a point slightly above the lower end of the 
busk and inclined upwardly toward the 
waist line, fastening means at the free cor 
ners of said bands, two inelastic straps se 
cured to the back part of each corset half 
and inclined downwardly at an angle corre 
sponding to and in line with the edges of 
the beforementioned broad band, one of the 
free ends of said straps being adjustably se 
cured to one of the ends of the broad bands, 
a second elastic band secured to the busk or 
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front edge of each corset Section at a point ing a continuation of the band and supple- 0 
near the lower edge of the same, and ar- mentary lacing means in each half section, 
ranged to lie substantially parallel with said Substantially as described. 
lower edge together with a complemental In witness whereof I have hereunto set 

5 strap, one end of which is secured to the back my hand in the presence of two witnesses. 
part of the corset while the other end is ad- WILLIAM ISIDOR. PTCAN. 
justably secured to the before-mentioned Witnesses: - 
band, said strap also being arranged to lie F. C. PENNINGTON, 
along the lower edge of the corset, and form- J. BERNARD HAY WARD. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D.C.' 


