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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a ferrule for holding a plurality of optical fibers. This ferrule comprises: a ferrule body having
a plurality of groove portions on which the plurality of optical fibers can be respectively mounted, and a window portion
which is open to at least some of the plurality of groove portions; and a retaining member disposed in the window portion

and configured to sandwich and hold the plurality of optical fibers between the plurality of groove portions and the retaining
member. The retaining member has a plate and an elastic body provided on the inner surface of the plate. In this ferrule,
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the retaining member is disposed in the window portion such that the elastic body overlaps at least some of the plurality
of groove portions when viewed from a direction crossing a surface over which the plate spreads.
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