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(57) ABSTRACT 
Various types of metadata and data containers associated 
with a media item and media item portions. In one aspect, a 
data container associated a media item, a rights-preserving 
metadata Subset associated with a media item portion, and a 
set of metadata associated with a composite media item. In 
another aspect, the data container may contain commerce 
enabling information. 
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DATA CONTAINER AND SET OF METADATA FOR 
ASSOCATION WITH A MEDIATEMAND 

COMPOSITE MEDIATEMS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

0001) This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi 
sional Application Ser. No. 60/657,222, filed Feb. 28, 2005, 
entitled A SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR DELIVERING 
MEDIA OVER ANETWORK, and U.S. Provisional Appli 
cation Ser. No. 60/678,718, filed May 5, 2005, entitled A 
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DELIVERING MEDIA 
OVER A NETWORK, both of which are hereby incorpo 
rated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present disclosure relates generally to a vari 
ous types of metadata and data containers associated with a 
media item and media item portions. In one aspect, the 
disclosure relates to a data container associated a media 
item, a rights-preserving metadata Subset associated with a 
media item portion, and a set of metadata associated with a 
composite media item. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003. The practice of mixing and remixing media is no 
longer restricted to media professionals. Emerging technol 
ogy of remixing digital media enables end-users to combine 
media elements new media products. 
0004 Further, new digital media data models, such as the 
MPEG-21 standard or enhanced ID3 tags, enable the bind 
ing of detailed descriptions or metadata about an item of 
digital media. Such data models can make it possible to 
determine what portions of a media item are contained in a 
given media item. Currently, Such metadata is typically 
entered manually in ad hoc formats into whatever tags are 
available, such as, for example, ID3 tags in MP3 files. 
However, existing systems and software tools enable one to 
mix the sequences of digital data that represent the audio 
visual information, but do not contemplate or make any 
attempt to systematically or reliably integrate the respective 
metadata of individual media portions that together com 
prise a new remixed or composite media item. Furthermore, 
although the new media products may be mixed together, 
such mixing lacks sufficient reliability to be associated with 
the rights, business rules, authorship, or accounting func 
tionality needed to enable a marketplace in both composite 
media or its constituent portions. Thus, there is a lack of 
methods and tools for combining Such metadata associated 
with the media item when combining the media itself. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005 The present disclosure addresses this deficiency in 
the current art. In one embodiment, the present disclosure 
relates generally to a type of data container or metadata 
Subset or set that easily identifies the rights, rules, terms, and 
various types of useful information regarding the media item 
or media item portion. 
0006 The present disclosure relates to a various types of 
metadata and data containers associated with a media item 
and media itemportions. In one aspect, the disclosure relates 
to a data container associated with a media item, a rights 
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preserving metadata Subset associated with a media item 
portion, and a set of metadata associated with a composite 
media item. 

0007. In another embodiment, the present disclosure 
relates generally to a set of metadata for association with the 
composite media item and a tool for logically creating a 
composite media item with an associated set of metadata. In 
further embodiments, the combined metadata of a composite 
media item can then be used to fulfill the rights, authorship, 
search and discovery, and commerce requirements necessary 
to the functioning of a composite media marketplace. 
0008. In one embodiment, a data container for associa 
tion with a media item comprises at least one metadata 
Subset associated with a portion of a media item, the portion 
being derived from a source media item, the metadata Subset 
being derived from source metadata associated with the 
Source media item; container-related metadata; and at least 
one media item identifier associated with a media item that 
may or may not be the Source media item. 
0009. In one embodiment, the metadata subset associated 
with a portion of a media item comprises a set of commerce 
enabling information. In one embodiment, the set of com 
merce-enabling information comprises usage rights. In one 
embodiment, the usage rights comprise a right to use the 
media item portions in a derivate work. The data container 
may comprise, a commercial designation, a non-commercial 
designation, an attribution of a publisher, a price per copy of 
the media item portion, the identity of a rights holder, a set 
of licensing terms, a copyright message, a digital rights 
message, a pointer to a copyright message, and a pointer to 
licensing information. 
0010. In one embodiment, the media item portion may 
comprise any of one an a cappella track of the Source media 
item, a backing track of the source media item, a sample of 
the source media item, a graphical image of the source 
media item, an equalizer preset of the source media item, an 
accompaniment of the Source media item, and/or a portion 
of the source media item 

0011. In one embodiment, either one or both of the media 
item portion and the media item is an audio file or a video 
file. In another embodiment, either one or both of the media 
item portion and the media item is a podcast. In another 
embodiment, either one or both of the media item portion 
and the media item is in mp3 format. In one embodiment, 
either one or both of the media item portion and the media 
item is an aac recorded audio track. In one embodiment, 
either one or both of the media item portion and the media 
item is a graphical image. 
0012. In one embodiment, the media item identifier may 
comprise a pointer, an uniform resource locator, an id unique 
to an online music service, an id unique to an online 
community. 

0013 In one embodiment, either one or both of the media 
item portion and the media item is acquired from a server. 
In another embodiment, either one or both of the media item 
portion and the media item is acquired from a user's local 
media library accessed from the user's computing device. In 
another embodiment, either one or both of the media item 
portion and the media item is acquired from the internet. 
0014. In one embodiment, the container related metadata 
comprises a string of text representing the name of the 
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container. In another embodiment, the container related 
metadata comprises a title of the media item portion. In 
another embodiment, the container related metadata com 
prises a title of the source media item. In other embodiments, 
the container related metadata comprises a date the container 
is created, a date the container is modified, a genre associ 
ated with the container, a size of the container, a length of 
the container, a type of content associated with the container, 
a file type associated with the container, an international 
standard recording code associated with the container, Soft 
ware requirements for encoding the container, Software 
requirements for decoding the container, user-defined text 
information. 

0015. In on embodiment, the metadata subset comprises 
a name of a performer, a name of an album, the identity of 
a composer, the identity of a lyricist, the date that the media 
item portion is recorded, a type of language associated with 
the media item portion, the original name of the media item 
portion, the year the media item portion is released, the 
identity of a lead performer, a link to a webpage of the artist 
associated with the media item portion, a link to a webpage 
of an on-demand music service. 

0016. In one embodiment, a commerce-enabling infor 
mation metadata Subset associated with a media itemportion 
comprises a set of digitally defined commerce-enabling 
information associated with the media item portion, the 
portion being derived from a source media item, the meta 
data Subset being derived from commerce-enabling infor 
mation-related metadata associated with the source media 
item, Such that the metadata Subset remains associated with 
the media item portion in order to preserve a relationship 
between the digitally defined commerce-enabling informa 
tion and the metadata portion when the source media item 
and the media item portion exist separately. 
0017. In one embodiment, a set of metadata for associa 
tion with a composite media item comprises a first metadata 
Subset representing data associated with a first portion of a 
media item, the first portion being derived from a first source 
media item, the first metadata subset being derived from first 
metadata associated with the first source media item; and a 
second metadata Subset representing data associated with a 
second portion of a media item, the second portion being 
derived from second source media item, the second metadata 
Subset being derived from second metadata associated with 
the second source media item, the first portion and the 
second portion being combined to form a composite media 
item, the first Subset and the second Subset forming a new set 
of metadata for association with the composite media item, 
the new set of metadata being based upon the first metadata 
Subset and the second metadata Subset. 

0018. In one embodiment, with regard to the set of 
metadata for association with a composite media item, the 
data associated with the first metadata Subset and the second 
metadata Subset comprises commerce-enabling information. 
0019. In one embodiment, the commerce-enabling infor 
mation comprises a first set of rights associated with the first 
metadata Subset and a second set of rights associated with 
the second set of metadata. In one embodiment, the first 
media item portion and the second media item portion are 
not combined if the first set of rights and the second set of 
rights conflict. In another embodiment, the first media item 
portion and the second media item portion are not finalized 
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if the first set of rights and the second set of rights conflict. 
In another embodiment, the first media item portion and the 
second media item portion are not combined if either one or 
both of the first set of rights and the second set of rights does 
not match a desired set of rights. In another embodiment, the 
first media item portion and the second media item portion 
are combined if the first set of rights and the second set of 
rights are similar. In one embodiment, a user is notified if the 
first set of rights and the second set of rights conflict. 

0020. In one embodiment, either one or both of the first 
and second set of rights is based upon a commercial or 
non-commercial designation. In a further embodiment, if 
both of the first set of rights and the second set of rights is 
designated commercial, a price associated with the compos 
ite media item is calculated. 

0021. In one embodiment, either one or both of the first 
and second set of rights is based upon the identity of 
attribution, upon a price per copy of each of the first and 
second media item portion, upon an identity of a rights 
holder, upon a licensing term. 

0022. In one embodiment, the logical combination is 
determined by a set of logical operators, a logical combi 
nation of rights, and/or conditional logic. 

0023. In one embodiment, either one or both of the first 
media item source and the second media item source is a 
media file. In one embodiment, either one or both of the first 
media item source and the second media item source is a 
video file. 

0024. In one embodiment, the set of metadata associated 
with the composite media item identifies a rights holder 
associated with the composite media item, a price per copy 
associated with the composite media item, an attribution 
associated with the composite media item, a royalty amount 
associated with the composite media item, and/or a licensing 
term associated with the composite media item. 

0025. In one embodiment, either one or both of the first 
media item portion and the second media item portion is an 
a capella track, a backing track, and/or a sample of a media 
item. 

0026. In one embodiment, the metadata associated with 
the composite media item is appended to the composite 
media item. 

0027. In one embodiment, the metadata associated with 
the composite media item is and the composite media item 
are rendered as a digital container object. 

0028. In one embodiment, a set of metadata associated 
with a composite media item, the metadata set comprise a 
name or descriptive term; a pointer to commerce enabling 
information; and a pointer to the location of the associated 
media item. In one embodiment, the metadata set further 
comprises at least one set of informative tags associated with 
the composite media item. In another embodiment, the 
metadata set further comprises the format type associated 
with the composite media item. the metadata set further 
comprises an ID unique to a community or online music 
service. In one embodiment, the name or descriptive term is 
associated with the metadata set. In another embodiment, the 
name or descriptive term is associated with the composite 
media item. 
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0029. In one embodiment, a data container associated 
with a media item, the container comprises a name or 
descriptive term; a pointer to commerce enabling informa 
tion; and a pointer to the location of the associated media 
item. In one embodiment, the data container further com 
prises at least one set of informative tags associated with the 
media item, the format type associated with the composite 
media item, and/or an ID unique to a community or online 
music service. In one embodiment, and/or the name or 
descriptive term is associated with the data container or is 
associated with the media item. 

0030. In one embodiment, a metadata subset associated 
with a media item portion, the metadata Subset comprises a 
name or descriptive term; a pointer to commerce enabling 
information; and a pointer to the location of the associated 
media item. In one embodiment, the metadata subset further 
comprises at least one set of informative tags associated with 
the media item portion, the format type associated with the 
media item portion, and/or an ID unique to an online music 
service. In one embodiment, and/or the name or descriptive 
term is associated with the data container or is associated 
with the media item. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0031. The following drawing figures, which form a part 
of this application, are illustrative of embodiments of the 
present invention and are not meant to limit the scope of the 
invention in any manner, which scope shall be based on the 
claims appended hereto. 
0032 FIG. 1 is an exemplary user interface according to 
an embodiment of the present disclosure; 
0033 FIG. 2 is an exemplary user interface according to 
an embodiment of the present disclosure; 
0034 FIG. 3a is an exemplary illustration of combining 
metadata Subsets according to an embodiment of the present 
disclosure; 
0035 FIG. 3b is an exemplary illustration of combining 
metadata Subsets according to an embodiment of the present 
disclosure; 
0.036 FIG. 4 is an exemplary illustration of the logic or 
rules associated with a media item portion according to an 
embodiment of the present disclosure; 
0037 FIG. 5 is an exemplary flowchart according to an 
embodiment of the present disclosure; 
0038 FIG. 6 is an exemplary illustration of combining 
media item portions according to an embodiment of the 
present disclosure; 
0.039 FIG. 7 is an exemplary illustration of a data con 
tainer according to an embodiment of the present disclosure; 
0040 FIG. 8a is an exemplary illustration of creating a 
new composite media item and its associated metadata; and 
0041 FIG. 8b is an exemplary illustration of creating a 
new composite media item and its associated metadata. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

0042. In one embodiment, the present disclosure relates 
to a data container associated with a media item. In another 
embodiment, the present disclosure relates to a rights 
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preserving metadata Subset associated with a portion of a 
media item. In another embodiment, the present disclosure 
relates to a set of metadata for association with a composite 
media item and a tool for creating Such composite media 
item with an associated set of metadata, wherein the com 
posite media item comprises portions of media items and 
metadata Subsets. 

0043. In further embodiments, either of the data con 
tainer, the rights-preserving metadata Subset, the set of 
metadata associated with a composite media item, or the tool 
can be used to fulfill the rights, authorship, search and 
discovery, and commerce requirements necessary to the 
functioning of a composite media marketplace. 

0044) Certain embodiments of the present disclosure will 
now be discussed with reference to the aforementioned 
figures wherein like reference numerals refer to like com 
ponents. The figures are intended as exemplary embodi 
ments and are not intended to be limiting. As used herein, the 
terms “media' or “media items' are used broadly to encom 
pass any type or category of experienceable, retrievable, 
filed and/or stored media, either singly or collectively, and 
individual items of media or content are generally referred 
to as entries, songs, tracks, items or files, however, the use 
of any one term is not to be considered limiting as the 
concepts features and functions described herein are gen 
erally intended to apply to any storable and/or retrievable 
item that may be experienced by a user, whether audibly, 
visually or otherwise, in any manner now known or to 
become known. Further, the term media comprises all types 
of media Such as audio and video, text, photos, or other 
forms. 

0045. In one embodiment, a data container is associated 
with a media item. In this embodiment, a container is a 
structure that allows items and or other containers to be 
grouped. In another embodiment, a container can also com 
prise sets of metadata which may or may not be physically 
located in the container. In one exemplary embodiment, the 
data container associated with a media item comprises at 
least one metadata Subset associated with a portion of a 
media item, wherein the portion is derived from a source 
media item and wherein the metadata subset is derived from 
metadata associated with the Source media item; container 
related metadata; and at least one media item identifier 
associated with a media item that may or may not be said 
Source media item. Thus in one embodiment, the data 
container comprises any number and type of set(s) of 
metadata associated with a media item portion, any number 
and type of set(s)of metadata associated with the container 
itself and any number and type of media item identifier(s). 
For example, in one embodiment, a data container may 
comprise three sets of metadata, each associated with a 
different media item portion, five different types of container 
related metadata, and six media item identifiers. 

0046. In one embodiment, the data container comprises at 
least one metadata Subset. In one embodiment, the metadata 
subset is a subset or identifiable group that is associated with 
a media item portion and is derived from the metadata 
associated with a source media item. 

0047. In one exemplary embodiment, the metadata subset 
comprises information or data about a media item portion 
Such as the name of the artist or performer, the album name, 
the identity of a composer, the identity of lyricist, the 
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identity of a lead performer or Soloist, the genre, the tempo, 
the rhythm pattern, the date or time of recording of the media 
item, identity of the language associated with the media 
item, the original filename of the media item, the original 
release year of the media item, the format type of the media 
item, a URL or link to the official webpage of an on-demand 
music service or internet radio station, or the a URL or link 
to the official webpage of the artist, album, rights holder, or 
producer associated with the media item. 
0.048 For example, the source media item may be an 
audio media file comprising a backing track media item 
portion, a jpeg image media item portion, and a cappella 
media item portion. Thus, the metadata Subset associated 
with the media item portion may comprise data or informa 
tion about the backing track media item portion, the jpeg 
image media item portion, and the cappella media item 
portion Such as the date of creation of each media item 
portion, the size of each media item portion, or the price of 
per copy of each media item portion. 
0049. In another example, the media itemportion may be 
the instrumental part of a media item. Accordingly, the 
metadata Subset is the metadata that is associated with the 
instrumentals portion such as the identity of a composer or 
lead performer of the instrumental portion, tempo, timing, 
key or other Such information. 
0050. In a further embodiment, the metadata subset asso 
ciated with a portion of a media item (media item portion) 
comprises a set of commerce enabling information. In one 
embodiment, commerce enabling information governs the 
use of a media item or portion. Commerce enabling infor 
mation refers, by way of non-limiting example, to informa 
tion, data, or pointers thereto, that can be utilized to facilitate 
electronic commerce involving a media item. For example, 
Such commerce enabling information can comprise the 
identity of attribution, the identity of a rights holder, a link 
or address of a website, a copyright message or a pointer 
thereto, licensing information or pointer thereto, or a digital 
rights management (DRM) related license or authorization 
or pointer thereto. The commerce enabling information may 
also comprise the authorship of the media item portion, the 
royalty amount of each media item portion, the price per 
copy of the media item, whether the media item portion is 
available for combining, the business terms, rules, and rights 
governing the use of a media portion could include desig 
nations derived from the metadata subsets such as whether 
a media item portion is designated non-commercial or 
commercial-only, or is designated as unavailable for inclu 
sion in any derivative works or conversely is designated as 
available for inclusion in any derivative works, and desig 
nated as share-alike, meaning that a new derivative work 
containing the media portion can only be made available 
with identical licensing terms. 
0051. In one embodiment, the media itemportion may be 
any type of identifiable portion or component of media item. 
For example, an a capella track, a backing track, a sample or 
loop of a media item recording, the beat of a media item, the 
chords of a media item, a graphical image, the equalizer 
presets, a band or orchestra accompaniment, the instrumen 
tals, a conductor or performer refinement, or part of a set. 
0.052 In one embodiment, the data container comprises a 
media item identifier. In one exemplary embodiment, the 
media item identifier is associated with a media item. In 
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another exemplary embodiment, the media item identifier 
comprises information identifying the media item and the 
contents of the media item itself. In other embodiments, the 
media item may be located, identified, and/or acquired from 
several Sources and through different ways. For example, the 
media item portion may be acquired from a server, from a 
user's local media library, from an on-demand streaming 
music service, and/or from the internet. In one embodiment, 
the media item identifier is associated an item that may or 
may not be a source media item. In another embodiment, the 
media item identifier may be a pointer, a uniform resource 
locator, or an id unique to an online music service or an 
online community. 

0053. Furthermore, in one embodiment, the data con 
tainer comprises metadata related to the container itself. In 
one exemplary embodiment, the container related metadata 
comprises a string of text representing the name of the 
container, a string of text representing the media item 
portion title, the date the container is created and/or last 
modified, the genre associated with the overall items within 
the container, the size of the container, the length of the 
container, the content type of the container, the file type, the 
international standard recording code associated with the 
container, the Software and/or hardware necessary for 
encoding and decoding the container and its items, and/or 
any user-defined text information. A pointer points to a 
media item located anywhere - even within the container 
itself. 

0054 Described below, by way of example, are several 
formulations and methods for creating a data container. For 
example, the container may be constructed so that software 
programs acting upon or utilizing the container can expect 
given fields or portions of the metadata or data to contain 
data representing useful information. Containers may com 
prise Software objects or software objects may comprise 
containers. Further, such containers may be created using a 
variety of methods such as XML, using linear strings of data 
with internal header information, or software objects such as 
those utilized in the Java or C++ programming language, 
with data encapsulated within the software object according 
to the conventions of the language used. Any and all 
methods and programs for creating Such a data container 
known by one skilled in the art presently or the equivalents 
thereof in the future are also contemplated. 

0.055 FIG. 7 illustrates one exemplary embodiment of a 
data container 721 associated with a media item. As can be 
seen in the embodiment depicted in FIG. 7, the data con 
tainer 721 comprises of a first metadata subset 718 associ 
ated with a media item portion, a second metadata Subset 
719 associated with a media item portion, a third metadata 
subset 720 associated with a media item portion, and con 
tainer related metadata 717. In the embodiment as depicted 
in FIG. 7, the first metadata subset 718 is the complete media 
item or source media item, the second metadata subset 719 
is the Acappella Vocals, that is, the same Vocals as included 
in the complete media item, but without any instrumentals, 
and the third metadata Subset 720 is a graphical image Such 
as a jpeg. 

0056. In one embodiment, the container related metadata 
717 can include any type, combination, or number of 
information or data associated with the attributes of the 
container itself. In another embodiment, the container 
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related metadata can include any type, combination, or 
number of information or data associated with the attributes 
of a media item source, media item portion, or media item. 
In one exemplary embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 7, the 
container related metadata 717 comprises a name or descrip 
tive term associated with the container 700, an internal 
metadata subset reference 706, an ID unique to a community 
or online music service 701, a format type of the container 
702, a set of informative tags 703, a pointer to a set of rights. 
704, and a pointer 705 to a physical file location of the 
associated media item. By analogy, it is contemplated that a 
container represents a genome for a media item, and the 
internal metadata is analogous to DNA that may be spliced 
to create new media "life forms'. 

0057. One exemplary embodiment of a metadata subset 
of a data container is depicted in FIG. 7. As discussed above, 
the metadata Subsets are a Subset or identifiable group that 
is derived from the metadata associated with a media item 
portion. For example, a metadata Subset may comprise any 
number and combination of information or data about a 
media item portion Such as the name of the artist or 
performer, the album name, the identity of a composer, the 
identity of lyricist, the identity of a lead performer or soloist, 
the date or time of recording of the media item, identity of 
the language associated with the media item, the original 
filename of the media item, the original release year of the 
media item, the format type of the media item, a URL or link 
to the official webpage of an on-demand music service or 
internet radio station, or the a URL or link to the official 
webpage of the artist, album, rights holder, or producer 
associated with the media item. As can be seen in FIG. 7, 
each of the metadata subsets 718, 719, 720 comprise an 
internal metadata subset reference 206, 713, 716; a name or 
descriptive term associated with the type of the subset 707, 
727, 730; an ID unique to a community or online music 
service 708, 728, 731; a format type of the subset 709,729, 
733; informative tags 710, 725,725; a pointer to a license 
711, 714, 726; and a pointer to a physical file location of the 
associated media item 712, 715, 732. 

0058. In one embodiment, the container ID 701,708, 728, 
731 unique to a community or online music service may be 
associated with any type of entity capable of assigning 
unique IDs. Further, the unique ID may be kept in a registry 
or collection of unique IDs. The registry can be maintained 
by any type of entity or a federation of entities. 

0059. In one embodiment, the format type of the con 
tainer 702 describes the nature of the media items referenced 
in the data container. For example, the format may be audio, 
a podcast, enhanced podcast including visual material, MP3 
or AAC audio track, digital video, e-Book, or a webpage, 
blog or other format. Moreover, static media may also be 
included, such as a JPEG still image. In a further embodi 
ment, the format type may be a logical combination or a 
concatenation of all the different types of format types 
included in the data container. In the present disclosure, the 
terms logic, logical, and rules are used interchangeably, and 
are generally intended to refer broadly to any application 
specific set of rules, instructions, or heuristics that may be 
implemented and followed to achieve a desired result. 
Accordingly, the format type of each of the metadata Subsets 
709,729.733 may be audio, a podcast, enhanced podcast 
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including visual material, MP3 or AAC audio track, digital 
video, e-Book, blog entries, static media such as a JPEG still 
image, or other format. 

0060. In one embodiment, the informative tags 703,710, 
725,725 can vary as to number or length. In the embodiment 
depicted in FIG. 7, the informative tags are associated with 
the container itself 703. In another embodiment, the infor 
mative tags 710, 724, 725 are associated with the metadata 
subsets 718, 719, 720. An exemplary excerpt of the con 
tainer related metadata informative tag 703 is depicted in 
FIG. 7. As can be seen, the informative tag associated with 
the container related metadata 703, includes the size 721 of 
the container, the date the container is created 722, and the 
date the container was last modified 723. Other types of 
informative tags included in metadata subsets 718, 719, 720 
and/or the container related metadata 703 includes, but is not 
limited to a string of text representing the name of the 
container, a string of text representing the media item 
portion title, pricing information, the genre associated with 
the overall items within the container, the length of the 
container, the content type of the container, the file type, the 
international standard recording code associated with the 
container, the Software and/or hardware necessary for 
encoding and decoding the container and its items, and/or 
any user-defined text information. 

0061. In one embodiment, the pointer to a license 704, 
711, 714, 726 includes, but is not limited to a pointer to 
licensing information or related message, a DRM authori 
Zation or message, contract terms, or copyright information 
or message. In one exemplary embodiment, a URL may 
reference a document containing machine-readable licens 
ing information Such as, for example, a machine readable 
Creative Commons license. In another embodiment, the 
license information might be directly embedded within the 
metadata subset and/or data container itself. Indirect refer 
ence of a licensing term or set of rights, in one aspect, 
enables the updating of terms as only the destination docu 
ment need be changed to propagate new licensing terms to 
all relevant metadata Subsets and/or data containers. 

0062. In one embodiment, the pointer to a physical file 
location of the associated media item 705, 712, 715, 732 
comprises a pointer to a physical file location where a media 
item portion or media item may be found. In another 
embodiment, the media itself might be directly embedded 
within the metadata Subset and/or data container. In one 
example, a URL may reference an AAC audio media item 
portion stored on a server. Further, the media item or media 
item portion may be acquired from a server, the internet, or 
a user's local media library. Thus, in one aspect, through the 
indirect reference of the media item portion or media item, 
distribution and commerce is simplified, as data containers 
may be exchanged in a commerce implementation, without 
the inconvenience or expense of exchanging files in every 
transaction. Thus, the user in possession of a data container 
can cause the media to be streamed or transferred to his or 
her media player of choice when she desires to do so. 

0063. In one embodiment, a commerce enabling meta 
data Subset associated with a media item portion is dis 
closed. In one exemplary embodiment, the commerce 
enabling metadata Subset may comprise a set of commerce 
enabling information associated with a media item portion, 
wherein the portion is derived from a source media item and 
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wherein the metadata subset is derived from a commerce 
enabled related metadata associated with the source media 
item. As stated above, the media item portion and Source 
media item can be of various types. Thus, the metadata 
Subset remains associated with the media item portion in 
order to preserve a relationship between the commerce 
enabling information and the metadata portion when the 
Source media item and the media item portion exists sepa 
rately. 
0064. In one embodiment, the commerce enabling infor 
mation comprises information that governs the use of a 
media item portion. For example, in one embodiment, Such 
commerce enabling information comprises the identity of 
attribution, the identity of a rights holder, a link or address 
of a website, a copyright message or a pointer thereto, 
licensing information or pointer thereto, or a digital rights 
management (DRM) related message or pointer thereto. 
Furthermore, the commerce enabling information comprises 
the authorship of the media item portion, the royalty amount 
of each media item portion, the price per copy of the media 
item, whether the media item portion is available for com 
bining with the media items, the business terms, rules, and 
rights governing the use of a media portion could include 
designations derived from the metadata Subsets such as 
whether a media item portion is designated non-commercial 
or commercial-only, or is designated as unavailable for 
inclusion in any derivative works or conversely is desig 
nated as available for inclusion in any derivative works, and 
designated as share-alike, meaning that a new derivative 
work containing the media portion can only be made avail 
able with identical licensing term. 
0065. In a further embodiment, the commerce enabling 
metadata Subset may be a part of a data container as 
discussed above. In another embodiment, the commerce 
enabling metadata Subset may be associated with a media 
item portion used to create a composite media item as 
discussed in further detail below. 

0066. In one embodiment, a set of metadata for associa 
tion with a composite media item is disclosed. In one 
exemplary embodiment, the set of metadata for association 
with a composite media item comprises a first metadata 
Subset representing data associated with a first portion of a 
media item, the first portion being derived from a first source 
media item, the first metadata subset being derived from first 
metadata associated with the first source media item; and a 
second metadata Subset representing data associated with a 
second portion of the media item, the second portion being 
derived from a second source media item, the second 
metadata Subset being derived from second metadata asso 
ciated with the second source media item, the first portion 
and the second portion being combined to form a composite 
media item, the first Subset and the second Subset forming a 
set of metadata for association with the composite media 
item that comprises predetermined information based on the 
first metadata Subset and the second metadata Subset. 

0067. The metadata associated with a composite media 
item can be formed from any number or any type of 
metadata Subsets. As stated above, in one embodiment, a 
metadata Subset may be a Subset or identifiable group that is 
derived from the metadata associated with a media item 
portion. Furthermore, as stated above, in one embodiment, 
the media itemportion or a source media item comprises any 
type of identifiable portion or component of media item. 
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0068 FIG. 6 depicts in conceptual form one exemplary 
embodiment of a composite media item created from two 
media itemportions. As can be seen in FIG. 6, the composite 
media item 600 is a track entitled “Hollaback Inc.” As 
shown in FIG. 6, the composite media item is created from 
two media item portions “Hollaback'602 and “Feel Good 
Inc'604. In addition to the media item portions 602, 604 
being combined to create the composite media item 600, the 
metadata Subsets associated with the media item portions 
602, 604 in combination create metadata associated with the 
composite media item comprising licensing information 600 
and a graphical image 606. In particular, the composite 
media item 600 has an associated metadata comprising a 
license 601 based on two metadata subsets; a license excerpt 
information from both “Hollaback'603 and “Feel Good 
Inc'605. Furthermore, metadata associated with the com 
posite media item 600, in this case a graphic image 606 
associated with the media item portion “Hollaback Inc'600, 
is created from the combination of two other metadata 
subsets; a graphic image from “Hollaback'607 and a graphic 
image from “Feel Good Inc'608. 

0069. In one embodiment, the media item portions/meta 
data Subsets are combined using a metadata processor 
capable of identifying the relevant metadata, extracting the 
metadata, and combing the metadata into a new set of 
metadata. In one embodiment, the media item portions/ 
metadata Subsets may be combined via concatenating the 
metadata Subsets. In another embodiment, media item por 
tions are combined using a set of logic and/or rules discussed 
in further detail below. 

0070. In one embodiment, the newly formed set of meta 
data associated with the composite media item comprises 
predetermined information based on the metadata Subsets. In 
one embodiment, the predetermined information comprises 
any information derived from the metadata subset. In 
another embodiment, the predetermined information can be 
any type of metadata information Such as the media items 
name, a media items location, the nature of the media item, 
the size of the media item, the creation date of the media 
item, the date of the last modification of the media item and 
or metadata, the last date the media items accessed, permis 
sions associated with the media item such as the identity of 
whom can read, write, and/or run the media item, and any of 
the metadata Subset types discussed above. 
0071. In another embodiment, the predetermined infor 
mation comprises the identity of a rights holder associated 
with a media portion. For example, a record label or pro 
ducer who owns the rights to distribute and reproduce the 
media item portions. 

0072. In another embodiment, the predetermined infor 
mation comprises commerce enabling information that gov 
erns the use of a media item portion. As stated above, Such 
commerce enabling information can comprise the identity of 
attribution, the identity of a rights holder, a link or address 
of a website , a copyright message or a pointer thereto, 
licensing information or pointer thereto, or a digital rights 
management (DRM) related license or authorization or 
pointer thereto. Commerce enabling information also pref 
erably, but not necessarily comprises the authorship of the 
media item portion, the royalty amount of each media item 
portion, the price per copy of the media item, whether the 
media item portion is available for combining, the business 
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terms, rules, and rights governing the use of a media portion 
could include designations derived from the metadata Sub 
sets such as whether a media item portion is designated 
non-commercial or commercial-only, or is designated as 
unavailable for inclusion in any derivative works or con 
versely is designated as available for inclusion in any 
derivative works, and designated as share-alike, meaning 
that a new derivative work containing the media portion can 
only be made available with identical licensing term. 

0073. In an alternative embodiment, the newly formed set 
of metadata associated with the composite media item not 
only comprises the predetermined information, but also a 
logical combination of the predetermined information. For 
example, the price per copy of one media item portion may 
be 0.50 cents, and the price per copy of another media item 
portion may be 0.80 cents. Thus, through logical operators, 
the prices are added to produce the total minimum price of 
a composite media item copy based on the two media item 
portions is S1.30. Alternatively, the price may be portion 
dependent, so that, for example, discounts or alternative 
pricing models could be applied. 

0074. In a further embodiment, the logic is conditional 
logic. For example, one metadata Subset may be designated 
as commercial only, meaning that it can only be combined 
with other media item portions having metadata Subset 
designated also as commercial only. Thus, in one embodi 
ment, if the designations derived from the metadata Subsets 
conflict, as determined by applying logical operators or a set 
of rules, the media item portions cannot be combined. 
0075. In one embodiment, a tool for creating a composite 
media item with an associated set of metadata is disclosed. 
It is important to note that the metadata associated with 
composite media item, the data container, and the rights 
preserving metadata set discussed above are not limited to 
being created solely by the disclosed tool, as other types of 
programs and methods are contemplated. 

0076. In one embodiment, the tool may be a part of a 
Software application. In another embodiment, the tool may 
be part of a Software application incorporated in a music 
management application, for example, such as media appli 
cations sold under the trade names MusicMatch Jukebox 
and/or Yahoo! Music Engine. In a further embodiment, the 
tool may comprise a metadata processor for identifying, 
extracting, and combining metadata. In yet a further embodi 
ment, the metadata processor may also comprise a metadata 
langue interpreter or translator for interpreting and/or trans 
lating the metadata languages of disparate media items into 
the same metadata language so the metadata may be more 
easily combined and Subsequently interpreted as applied. 

0077. In one embodiment, the tool may be stored locally 
on an end-user's computing device. In another embodiment, 
the tool may be accessible from a remote computing device 
or a remote server. In another embodiment the tool may be 
machine readable code on a storage medium or embedded in 
a signal. In one embodiment, the computing device may be 
a personal computer, personal digital assistant, a cellular 
telephone, a portable media player, and/or any device now 
known or to become known capable of accommodating the 
tool as herein described. 

0078. In one embodiment, the tool comprises a compo 
nent for extracting a portion of a first media item having first 
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metadata and for extracting a portion of a second media item 
having second metadata, a component for combining the 
first portion and the second portion to form a composite 
media item, and preferably a component for analyzing the 
first and second metadata in order to extract predetermined 
portions of the first and second metadata to form a new set 
a metadata for association with the composite media item. 

0079. In one embodiment, a portion of a media item may 
be extracted by examining the container to discover what 
portions are available, then following links to the physical 
media and downloading or otherwise obtaining it from its 
location as represented in the container, whether that loca 
tion is local and in fact bound to the metadata in the file 
being examined or located on a distant computer accessible 
via the Internet or other network. 

0080. In one embodiment, the metadata is analyzed. In 
one embodiment, analyzing the metadata comprises travers 
ing the metadata and examining the information according 
to find known items of information, then relating those items 
of information to known schema, such that they may be 
Subjected to logical or ruled based processes to determine if 
the media portions can be combined and what commercial 
terms might govern Such combination. In one embodiment, 
the relevant information is copied from the metadata por 
tions in the container object, inserted into data structures 
used by the program during manipulation of the media item 
portions. Program logic, such as object-oriented program 
ming methods capable of acting upon the data may then be 
applied to accomplish tasks relevant to analyzing or com 
bining the media portions. A work-in-progress data con 
tainer that will hold the combined information is also created 
by the program, and relevant information is inserted into this 
data container. Thus, in one embodiment, when the finished 
work is complete, the work-in-progress data container is 
saved in a form that enables its transfer between users or 
machines locally or across networks. 

0081. In one embodiment, the first portion and the second 
portion are combined according to a set of logic and/or rules 
discussed in further detail herein or developed in accordance 
with the teachings herein. 

0082 In an alternate embodiment, the tool for creating a 
composite media item with an associated set of metadata 
comprises a module for identifying a first metadata Subset 
representing data associated with a first portion of a media 
item, the first portion being derived from a first source media 
item and the first metadata subset being derived from first 
metadata associated with the first source media item; a 
module for identifying a second metadata Subset represent 
ing data associated with a second portion of the media item, 
the second portion being derived from a second source 
media item, the second metadata Subset being derived from 
second metadata associated with the second source media 
item; a module for combining the first portion and the 
second portion to form a composite media item; and a 
module for combining the first subset and the second subset 
So as to form a set of metadata for association with the 
composite media item that comprises predetermined infor 
mation based on the first metadata Subset and the second 
metadata Subset. As used herein the term module is used 
broadly, in non-limiting fashion, to define or describe any 
single or plural component of software, hardware, firmware, 
signal, or combination thereof, capable of performing a task, 
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function or operation. Modules may be formed of other 
modules or may be formed of parts of other modules, or may 
be the result of functions distributed across a network or 
parts thereof. 
0083. In one embodiment, a metadata subset is identified 
by a user-based search using input criteria associated with 
the metadata Subset Such as an artist, album, Song title, 
genre, tempo, timing, rhythm, type or category of metadata, 
price, rights holders, business or licensing terms or rules, or 
any of the type of information discussed above that associ 
ated with the metadata subset. In another embodiment, the 
metadata Subset is identified through a browsing tool that 
may be operable on an end user computer or available via a 
network. In another embodiment, the metadata is identified 
via a metadata processor. In another embodiment, the meta 
data Subset is identified using a metadata language translator 
or interpreter. In another embodiment, the metadata Subset is 
identified by examining the container-related metadata to 
discover pointers to those Subsets. In other words, in one 
embodiment, the header information is known to contain a 
pointer to a linked list of metadata subsets. When the 
program finds the starting point of the linked list by exam 
ining the container metadata, it is thereafter able to find the 
first metadata Subset, and in that metadata, find a pointer or 
data location to the next metadata Subset, and so on. There 
are a number of approaches to traversing and examining 
related sets of data or subsets of such data. For example 
other embodiments comprise the use of tables, XML tags, 
arrays of pointers, and so on. Any such method and others 
is a way that metadata Subsets can be identified. Once Such 
a subset has been identified, similar techniques enable the 
program to extract the individual pieces of information 
comprising the metadata Subset. 
0084. In one embodiment, a metadata subset is derived 
from metadata by querying a data dictionary using SQL 
statements, an API constructed to derive metadata Subsets, 
or any of the methods discussed above. 
0085. In one embodiment, the metadata subsets may be 
combined into a set of metadata associated with a composite 
media item via a metadata processor. In one embodiment, 
the metadata processor is a software program capable of 
examining and identifying the metadata associated with each 
media item and media item portion. 
0.086 One exemplary embodiment of combining meta 
data is depicted in FIG. 3c. FIG. 3c depicts two sets of 
metadata 300, 301 each associated with a media item or 
Source media item (not shown) and comprising at least one 
metadata subset. Further, some or all of these metadata 
subsets are combined to form a new metadata 303 associated 
with a composite media item (not shown). As depicted in 
FIG. 3c, the metadata 300, 301 associated with a media item 
or a source media item (not shown) comprises metadata 
subsets 304, 306, 307, 308, 305, 309, 310. In one embodi 
ment, the metadata subsets 304,306, 307, 308,305,309, 310 
are each associated with a media item portion, wherein the 
media item portion (not shown) is derived from the media 
item or source media item (not shown). For example, in FIG. 
3c, the metadata subset 307 associated with the a capella 
media item portion is derived from the metadata 300 asso 
ciated with the media item or source media item (not 
shown), “Hollaback Girl.” 
0087 As depicted in FIG.3c, the metadata processor 302 
examines and determines the type and makeup of each of the 
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metadata 300, 301 associated with media items or source 
media items (not shown) and the metadata subsets 304,306, 
307, 308,305, 309, 310 associated the media item portions 
(not shown). Then, the metadata processor converts some or 
all of the metadata subsets 304,306, 307, 308,305,309, 310 
into new metadata 303 associated with the newly created 
composite media item (not shown). In one embodiment, the 
new metadata 303 is formed by the metadata processor 302 
concatenating or otherwise combining the metadata Subsets. 
In another embodiment, the new metadata 303 is formed by 
the metadata processor 302 via application specific logic 
and/or rules that may preserve some, all, or none of the 
metadata subsets 304, 306, 307, 308, 305, 309, 310. For 
example, in FIG. 3c, the new metadata 303 comprises data 
associated with the title of the composite media item asso 
ciated with the new metadata 303, in this case "Hollaback 
Inc.” With respect to this example, the metadata processor 
302 extracts "Hollaback from the title from one metadata 
Subset 304 and “Inc from the title from metadata Subset 305 
to form a new title, "Hollaback Inc. in the new metadata 
3O3. 

0088 Various different methods are contemplated for 
creating a composite media. FIG. 8a depicts an exemplary 
embodiment of creating new metadata associated with a 
composite media item. FIG. 8a depicts media item portions 
805, 806, metadata subsets 801-804 associated the media 
item portions 805, 806, a metadata processor 807, and new 
metadata 809 comprising pointers 810, 811. The pointers 
810, 811 are each respectively associated with media item 
portions 805, 806. For example, pointer 810 may be asso 
ciated with and thus point to media item 805 and pointer 811 
may be associated with and thus point to media item portion 
806. The term pointer refer generally to any for of location 
identifier that point to, or identifiers, a location on a global 
network or portion thereof, intranet, a distributed Storage 
environment, in whatever form accessed, where media items 
or portions thereof may be found. In one embodiment, a 
composite media item (not shown) can be created from the 
media item portions 805, 806, and the new metadata 809 is 
associated with this new composite media item. In FIG. 8a, 
through a set of logic and/or rules, the metadata processor 
807 interprets the metadata subsets 801-804 and then pro 
cesses them to create new metadata 809. As depicted in FIG, 
8a, the new metadata 809 comprises pointers 810, 811 
associated with the media itemportions 805,806. The point 
ers 810, 811 may be used by a media playing device or 
application to acquire or otherwise access the media item 
portions 805, 806 in various ways. For example, the media 
item portions may be streamed from a server, the internet, or 
a remote location, the media item portions may be down 
loaded, and/or acquired from a local memory. Thus, via the 
pointers contained in new metadata 809, the media item 
portions are acquired or otherwise accessed. Thus, when the 
pointers are simultaneously or sequentially acquired, or 
otherwise accessed, the composite media file will be 
accessed or reproduced. For example, if the pointers 810, 
811 point to locations on a global network from which media 
may be streamed, the newly created composite media item 
is experienced by streaming media item portions 805, 806, 
as appropriate. 
0089 FIG. 8b depicts another exemplary embodiment of 
creating new metadata associated with a composite media 
item. FIG. 8b depicts media item portions 805, 806, meta 
data subsets 801-804 associated the media item portions 
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805, 806, a metadata processor 807, a newly created com 
posite media item 808, and new metadata 809 associated 
with the new composite media item 808. As can be seen in 
FIG. 8b, through a set of logic and/or rules the metadata 
processor 807 interprets the metadata subsets 801-804 and 
then processes them to create new metadata 809, and inter 
prets the media item portions 805, 806 and then processes 
them to create a new composite media item 808. Unlike, 
FIG. 8a, the new metadata 809 does not contain pointers to 
the media itemportions that create the composite media item 
808. Rather, in FIG. 8b, the composite media item 808 is 
caused to be created by metadata processor 807 processing 
metadata subsets 801-804 in accordance with predetermined 
rules or logic in the same or similar manner to that discussed 
above. The metadata processor 807 then accesses, or causes 
another process or program to access media item portions 
805, 806, which, are then processed in accordance with said 
rules or logic to form a new composite media item 808, 
which may then be experienced or stored or shared in any 
manner now known or to become known with respect to 
items of experianceable media. 
0090. In one embodiment, any number or combination of 
metadata Subsets can be appended to or otherwise associated 
with the new metadata. In one embodiment, some or all of 
the metadata subsets 304, 306, 307, 308, 305, 309, 310 are 
appended to or otherwise associated with (311, 312, 313, 
314) the new metadata 303 associated with the newly 
created composite media item. For example, in FIG. 3a, 
some of the metadata subsets 307, 308, 309, 310 not only 
make up the new metadata 303, but are also appended or 
otherwise associated 307",308,305,309,310'with the new 
metadata. In another example, in FIG. 3b, only metadata 
subsets 307, 309 are appended or otherwise associated 307, 
309" with the new metadata 303. In one embodiment, 
although some of metadata Subsets may not be appended or 
otherwise attached to the new metadata 303, they still may 
be incorporated into the new metadata 303. For example, in 
FIG.3a metadata subsets 304,306, 305 are not appended to 
the new metadata 303, but that does not mean that metadata 
subsets 304,306, 305 cannot form, in part, the new metadata 
3O3. 

0091. In another embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 3c, 
none of the metadata subsets 300, 301 are appended to or 
otherwise associated with the new metadata 303 associated 
with the newly created composite media item (not shown). 
0092. In one embodiment, the metadata that is appended 
or otherwise associated with the new metadata depends on 
the media item portions that are used to form the composite 
media item. For example, referring to FIG. 3b, if the only 
media item portions associated with metadata subsets 307, 
308 are combined to form a composite media item, then the 
new metadata 303 associated with the composite media item 
comprises of metadata subsets 307, 308. Further, metadata 
subsets 307, 308 are appended or otherwise associated 307, 
308' with the new metadata 303. Thus, in this exemplary 
embodiment, new metadata has been created containing all 
the information relating to its provenance, licensing require 
ments, business terms, and Source media items of the 
collected components. This encapsulation of all relevant 
information for the newly composite media item makes it 
possible for commerce systems to obtain and utilize neces 
sary information to reliably affect the commercial transfer of 
Such products. For example, in one embodiment, a market 
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place in composite media would be able to offer a search and 
discovery capability, enabling end users to search by any of 
the informative tags, such as artist or genre. The search and 
discovery software would find composite works that con 
tained media portions related to the search terms used by the 
end user. In another embodiment, an end user might enter 
Gorillaz, and find not only work by this artist, but also 
composite media items wherein one component is a backing 
track by Gorillaz. If the user decided to purchase this sample 
track, the pricing and licensing information in the composite 
media items metadata can be utilized to effect the transac 
tion, notifying the user of the price required in, for example, 
a credit card transaction. Various payment schemes known 
or to become known for carrying out networked commerce 
may be used, and the particular payment scheme can be 
flexibly applied utilizing the teachings heein. For example, 
once the money has been collected for the item, the mar 
ketplace commerce system could examine the respective 
terms for the composite item sold, and discover that there are 
two rights holders who are to be paid, for example, S0.50 
and SO.80 respectively for the content included in the 
composite media item. This money could be disbursed to 
each one using identifying information about the rights 
holders found, again, in the metadata of the composite media 
item. As can be seen, it would not be possible to accomplish 
Such commerce easily, reliably or perhaps at all without the 
benefits of the composite metadata, particularly when one 
recognizes that myriad composite media items may be 
constructed by end users making use of the tool described, 
and that no one can envision or catalog with any ease or 
certainty all the possible combinations and composite meta 
data describing terms that will arise from Such production. 
0093. In one embodiment, the logic and/or rules used to 
combine the metadata Subsets and/or media item portions 
may be based on conditional logic operators. For example, 
Boolean operators such as “and”, “or”, “xor, and “not” and 
conditional logic such as “if then” and “if then else' state 
ments can be utilized to determine whether and how to 
combine the metadata Subsets and/or media item portions. 
As seen in FIG. 3a, the new metadata 303 can be formed as 
by using logic and/or rules. In one embodiment, the logic 
and/or rules are used to combine a set of business rules and 
licensing rules and terms and commerce terms associated 
with the metadata subsets. Other methods known to those 
skilled in the art of creating and utilizing metadata are also 
contemplated. Thus, the metadata processor can be appro 
priately programmed or designed to determine the com 
merce enabling information Such as the licensing schemes, 
rights, and/or business terms, and commerce terms of the 
metadata associated with a composite media item. Further 
more, through the metadata processor, the metadata Subsets 
can be combined based on specific commerce enabling 
information including the rights derived from the metadata 
subsets. In a further embodiment, the logically combined 
metadata associated with the composite media item will be 
appended or otherwise associated to the composite media 
item so that the commerce enabling information associated 
with the composite media item are easily recognized and 
useable. 

0094 FIG. 4 depicts a representation of an exemplary set 
of logic or rules 407, 408 used to determine whether the 
commerce enabling information of the metadata Subsets can 
be combined. For example, in one embodiment, the com 
merce enabling information may comprise a set of rights. As 
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can be seen in FIG. 4, for each set of logic and/or rules 
associated with a media item portion 407, there is a possible 
set of logic and/or rules 408 for a second media item portion 
or indeed for any media item portions added thereafter. As 
can be seen in FIG. 4, a set of icons 400 represents a set of 
rights derived from a metadata Subset associated with a 
media item portion. In one embodiment, these rights may 
include the associated attribution 409, whether a media item 
portion is designated non-commercial 410, whether a media 
item portion is designated as preventing any derivative 
works 412, whether a media item portion is designated as 
share-alike 412, whether a media item portion is designated 
as commercial only 413, and the price of a copy of the media 
item portion 414. Thus a user building a media item may 
incorporate such icons through a user interface (e.g. FIG. 1) 
in drag and drop fashion to create a new media item with 
user selected commerce characteristics. The metadata pro 
cessor is appropriately programmed or designed to follow 
the rules set forth in, or that govern certain types of 
metadata. 

0.095. In one example, the commerce enabling informa 
tion may state that the media item portion can be included 
on a commercial-only basis 413, and that a minimum fee of 
S0.40414 must be paid to the rights holder when a copy of 
the new composite media item sold. Thus, if a third media 
item portion were to be included but use of that component 
was restricted to non-commercial 402 distribution, then the 
composite media item using the third media item portion is 
not feasible because the rights, rules, or terms conflict. 
0096. In another example, if a metadata subset requires 
specific commerce enabling information Such as a share 
alike rights 413 that requires the media itemportions only be 
conveyed with exactly the same terms under which the 
portions were acquired, then only the media item portions 
with metadata Subsets that have the same share-alike des 
ignation 404 can be combined. 
0097. In yet another example, if a media item portions 
license provides for non-commercial 402 designation, but 
with attribution 401 inclusion in a derivative work, and 
another media item portions license specifies commercial 
only 405 inclusion with the example S0.40 minimum terms 
414, the composite media item is again non-feasible, as the 
rights conflict. 
0098. In another embodiment, the commercial enabling 
information may comprise a license to obtain and use 
samples of media items. Furthermore, the logic and/or rules 
may implement these license terms. For example, a license 
may allow a user or the system to obtain and use samples of 
a media item for any purpose other than advertising. In 
another embodiment, the license may prohibit copying and 
distribution of a composite media item comprising a sample 
unless the proper attribution is included. In another embodi 
ment, a license may allow for only non-commercial copying 
and use of a sample in a composite media item. 
0099. In one embodiment, if a media itemportions’ rights 
are in conflict, the metadata processor, or tool incorporating 
the metadata processor, or the metadata processor, and other 
Software, hardware or signal, causes the media item portion 
is filtered out or otherwise prevented from being combined 
or included in the composite media item portion. In one 
embodiment, rights may be in conflict when their designa 
tions do not match, when a designation specifically excludes 
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the other, or when the rights associated cannot be logically 
combined. For example, if a media item portion is desig 
nated as non-commercial 410, then the other media item 
portion's metadata Subset must also must also have the 
non-commercial 402 designation. In another example, if a 
media item portion is designated as commercial-only 413. 
then the other media item portion(s) should at a minimum 
not be designated non-commercial 410. In one embodiment, 
a lack of a non-commercial 410 specification means that the 
rights holder authorizes either commercial or non-commer 
cial use of his or her work. So, if a media item portion is 
designated as commercial-only 413, any other media item 
portion(s) should at a minimum not be designated non 
commercial 413. In a further embodiment, when a commer 
cial-only designation 413 is used, an optional price per 
media item copy 414 will may follow, but there may be no 
Such price per copy 406 requirements on other media item 
portions. Instead, all that is required is the lack of a non 
commercial 410 designation. 

0100. In some embodiments, the rights may not impose a 
requirement on any other media item portions. For example, 
a media item portion may require attribution 409, but all 
other media item portions for combination are not required 
to have an attribution 401. Thus, in one embodiment, 
attribution is simplified and made reliably available since the 
attribution itself can be assured by the metadata processor by 
embedding the attribution directly in the new composite 
media item. 

0101. In other embodiments, a right may completely 
prevent a media item portion from being combined with any 
other media item portion. For example, if a media item 
portion contains a no derivative works 411 designation, no 
composite media item is possible. 

0102) In another embodiment, the conflicting media item 
portion is filtered out so that it may be considered or even 
used for a composite media item, but the user is not able to 
finalize and/or save the composite media item due to the 
conflicting media item portion. In another embodiment, the 
tool can be set to function without any filtering part of the 
tool but will notify the user of which distribution models, if 
any, may be used to conform at the rights collectively 
associated with the media item portions. 

0103) In a further embodiment, the metadata processor or 
tool may comprise a rights interpreter or translator for 
interpreting/translating the metadata language among differ 
ent media item formats, metadata language, and multimedia 
resources across a wide range of networks and devices used 
by different communities, independent of structure and 
platform to achieve semantic reconciliation. It is important 
to note that as different types of metadata arise and standards 
develop, the metadata translator/interpreter function, per 
formed by the metadata processor or by an ancillary pro 
cessor or component, is able to interpret/translate these 
various types of metadata language. For example, in FIG. 5, 
a rights interpreter or translator 515 is applied to interpret/ 
translate the metadata content and associated rights and rules 
associated with the metadata of disparate media items and 
media portions 505, 510 into the same metadata language 
520 so that the metadata may be easily combined. Thus, in 
one embodiment, the rights interpreter/translator 515 can 
facilitate the transformation of metadata from the terminol 
ogy of one operational domain or commerce system 505. 
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510 into that of another operational domain or commerce 
system 520 in an automated or partially-automated way with 
the minimum ambiguity or loss of semantic integrity. 

0104. In one embodiment, once the composite media 
item is determined to be feasible by the metadata processor 
or similar element, and deemed complete by the user or the 
system, the composite media item is saved and is associated 
or appended with newly generated metadata associated with 
the composite media item. For example, the metadata may 
be embedded in a field of the digital media file itself, 
rendered as a data container as discussed above, encapsu 
lated data structure, or in Some other form according to the 
approach to metadata employed. The final composite media 
item is then made available to third parties, and its com 
merce enabling information Such as the rights, licensing, 
commerce, and business rule requirements are available 
when it is in turn incorporated into yet another media item. 

0105. In one embodiment, a commerce system for facili 
tating the transfer and exchange of payment of a composite 
media item is disclosed. For example, a commerce system 
affecting the transfer of a newly created composite media 
item can determine which composite media items are com 
mercial and require a payment. The commerce system can 
determine the payment amount required for each copy sold, 
and by examining other metadata, can determine who the 
rights holder is. The rights holder metadata can contain 
sufficient information to enable the issuing of funds, or the 
notification that funds are available for pickup by the rights 
holder. In one embodiment, a commerce engine can deter 
mine the payment requirement for each of a set of media 
itemportions making up a composite media item, and handle 
payment disbursements for each. In a further embodiment, 
the pricing of the composite media item can also be vali 
dated. In one embodiment, the price of the composite media 
item must equal or exceed the sum of individual split 
payments due collectively for the media item portions. 

0106. In one embodiment, the tool comprises a user 
interface (e.g., FIGS. 1 and 2) for creating a composite 
media item with an associated set of metadata. In one 
embodiment, the tool allows the user to identify media 
items, the metadata associated with the media items, the 
media item portions, and the metadata Subsets associated 
with the media item portions. In one embodiment, the user 
interface allows a user to browse and/or search through a 
collection of media items. In a further embodiment, the user 
interface allows a user to browse/and or search through a 
collection of media item portions. In one embodiment, the 
user interface allows a user to browse and/or search through 
a collection of metadata associated with a media item. In 
another embodiment, the user interface allows a user to 
browse/and or search through a collection of metadata 
Subsets associated with media item portions. 

0107. In another embodiment, the user may search for 
media items and media item portions via input criteria. The 
input criteria allows a user to search via relate to attributes 
associated with the media item including, but not limited to 
the album, artist, genre, type or category, price, identity of 
the rights holder, or by a specific licensing, commerce, or 
business rule or term. In another embodiment, the input 
criteria allow a user to search via predetermined information 
associated with the metadata Subsets. In another embodi 
ment, the input criteria allow a user to search via attributes 
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associated with a media item portion. In one embodiment, 
the user interface facilitates the search through a drop down 
menu and a text field box that allows the user to select the 
search criteria from the drop down menu and enter the input 
into the text field box. 

0108. In a further embodiment, once the user or the 
system has identified a media item, the user interface dis 
plays the media item and its media item portions available 
for combining. For example, the media item and its media 
item portions may be displayed in a hierarchical fashion, in 
a drop down menu, in a right click menu, in a single area, 
or in multiple areas of the user interface. In another embodi 
ment, once the user has identified a media item, the user 
interface displays the media item, its media item portions, 
and the metadata Subsets associated with the media item 
portions. 

0.109. One exemplary embodiment of a user interface is 
depicted in FIG.1. As can be seen in FIG. 1, a graphical user 
interface window 100 comprises an area 104 for displaying 
graphical representations of the media item portions 112 and 
113 of a media item 102, an area 103 for displaying a 
hierarchical menu associated with the media item portions, 
an area 109 that allows a user to play a media item 102 or 
media item portion 112 and 113, an area 105 for displaying 
and/or previewing the structure of a particular media item 
portion 112 and 113, an area 115 for displaying the metadata 
subsets 106, 107, 108 associated with a particular media 
item portion, and an area 114 for searching/and or browsing 
for media items and/or media item portions. 

0110. As depicted in FIG. 1, the user is able to browse, 
search, or otherwise identify media item portions for com 
bining to create a composite media item. Furthermore, the 
user is able to view the metadata subsets associated with 
each media item portion. For example, in FIG. 1, the user 
has identified the media item 102 entitled “Hollaback Girl.’” 
As can be seen, the user interface displays the media item 
102 in a hierarchical menu 103 arranged in the categories 
associated with the media item portions 112, 113. In par 
ticular, the categories associated with the media item por 
tions of the "Hollaback Girl' media item include audio 110 
and photos 111. Furthermore, the user interface displays in 
an adjacent area 104, the graphical images representing the 
particular media item portions 1123, 113 of the media item 
102 highlighted and/or selected. In other embodiments, 
instead of graphical representations, other embodiments 
may display further information of the media item portions. 
Thus, in one embodiment, the area 104 displaying a hierar 
chical menu associated with the media item portions 112, 
113 corresponds to the same media item portions displayed 
in the area 104 for displaying graphical representations of 
the media item portions 112, 113. 
0111. In FIG. 1, the media itemportions are an a capplea 
track 112 and a jpeg image of the media items artist 113. In 
one embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 1, when a media item 
portion 112 is highlighted or otherwise selected, it is then 
previewed in an area 105. In one embodiment, the selected 
media item portions structure is displayed in this area 105 
for the user. For example, the user can view the graphical 
representation of the waveform of the audio, the length, and 
any other relevant components of the media item. In a 
further embodiment, upon selecting a media item portion, 
the media item portion is also played in an area for the user. 
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As can also be seen in FIG. 1, the user interface displays 
Some of the metadata Subsets associated with a media item 
portion. Specifically, in FIG. 1, some the metadata subsets 
associated with the Acappella track 112 is displayed in area 
115. Specifically, some the metadata subsets associated with 
the A cappella track 112 comprise the identity of the rights 
holder 106 of the media item portion, the licensing infor 
mation 107 governing the use of a media portion, and the 
business rules or terms applicable to the commercial use of 
a media portion 108. Thus, in one embodiment, the user can 
identify a media item and through the tools user interface, 
the user can view a hierarchical menu of the media item 
portions associated with the media item and view the 
graphical representations of the media item portions asso 
ciated with the media item. Further, once the user highlights 
or otherwise selects a media itemportion, the structure of the 
media itemportion and the metadata Subsets associated with 
the media item portion are displayed on the user interface. 
Moreover, the user interface is capable of playing the media 
item portion for the user. Of course there are many contem 
plated combinations and arrangements of areas and features 
of the tool user interface contemplated. 
0112 In a further embodiment, the tools user interface 
allows a user to create, display, and/or play a composite 
media item based on at least two media item portions. 
Furthermore, the user interface displays the metadata asso 
ciated with the composite media item, the metadata being 
based on the logical combination of the metadata Subsets of 
the media item portions of the composite media item. FIG. 
2 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a user interface for 
creating a composite media item. As can be seen in FIG. 2, 
a composite media item 200 has been created from two 
media item portions 204, 205 and is displayed on the user 
interface. Specifically, FIG. 2 depicts a graphical user inter 
face window 100 comprising an area 104 for displaying 
graphical images representing the media item portions 202 
and 212 of a particular media item 210. FIG. 2 also com 
prises an area 103 for displaying a hierarchical menu of the 
media item portions of the media items 210, 211. As can be 
seen in FIG. 2, the media item 210 selected or highlighted 
in the hierarchal menu is the media item with listed by its 
artist name, "Gorillaz”. In one embodiment, upon highlight 
ing or otherwise selecting a media item in the menu area 
103, an area 104 adjacent to the menu displays graphical 
images representing the media item portions 212, 202 asso 
ciated with the selected media item 210. As can be seen in 
area 104, the media item portions associated with the 
"Gorillaz' is a head shot in jpeg format 212 and a backing 
track 202. Thus, through the hierarchical menu area 103 and 
the adjacent area 104, the user is able to view the media item 
portions of media items. 
0113 Furthermore, as can be seen in FIG. 2, the com 
posite media item 200, is based on two media item portions: 
an a capella track from Gwen Stefani 204 and a backing 
track from the Gorillaz. 205. Accordingly, the user interface 
comprises an area 105 for displaying and/or previewing the 
structure of the media item portions 204, 205 used to create 
the composite media item 200. In FIG. 2, the structure of the 
A Capella track from Gwen Stefani 204 and the structure of 
the Gorillaz backing track are displayed in an area 105. 
Thus, the user is able to view the media item portions 
selected for the composite media item. Furthermore, the user 
interface comprises an area 109 that allows a user to play a 
composite media item 200 or each of the media item 

Apr. 12, 2007 

portions. In addition, the user interface comprises an area 
115 for displaying the metadata subsets 207, 208, 209 
associated with the composite media item. In one embodi 
ment, the metadata associated with the composite media 
item is based on the metadata Subsets associated with the 
media item portions used to create the composite media 
item. In FIG. 2, the metadata Subsets displayed comprise an 
area 207 for displaying the identity of a rights holder 
associated with the composite media item, an area 208 for 
displaying the licensing information governing the use of the 
composite media item, and an area 209 for displaying some 
of the business rules or terms applicable to the commercial 
use of the composite media item. As discussed above, in one 
embodiment, the metadata Subsets are logically combined 
together to form a set of metadata associated with the 
composite media item. In another embodiment, the set of 
metadata associated with the media item is based on the 
predetermined information derived from the metadata sub 
SetS. 

0114 Thus, the data container, the commerce enabling 
metadata, metadata associated with the media item and its 
tool each facilitate the managing of complex of rights, 
attributions, and business terms necessary to operate a 
commercial market place for composite media items. For 
example, the present disclosure enables a user to search for 
and locate component media items, browse through com 
ponent elements (DNA) to discover, acquire, and use the 
Source material. Provide composite creating interfaces 
enabling creation of new works that contain information 
about the provenance, commerce enabling information, 
associated rights, business rules, and general metadata of 
each component part. Also, these disclosures provide a way 
of “publishing new works into a media directories or 
catalogs, Ingesting a large number of Suitable media ele 
ments currently discoverable through searches into a library 
or remixable media, enable the inclusion of author informa 
tion for new works, including association of authors with 
commercial entities that may be compensated for their work, 
enable the accounting of split payments amongst rights 
holders to the various media item portions elements incor 
porated within a single remix work, enhance the range of 
affinities associated with a given end user to include the 
media item portions in his or her collection, enable the 
creation of media collections that Support easy transfer of 
newly-created remix media between users, as such media is 
represented by encapsulated, and easily transferred digital 
objects. 
0115 Those skilled in the art will recognize that the 
method and system of the present invention within the 
application may be implemented in many manners and as 
Such is not to be limited by the foregoing exemplary 
embodiments and examples. In other words, functional 
elements being performed by a single or multiple compo 
nents, in various combinations of hardware and software, 
and individual functions can be distributed among software 
applications at either the client or server level. In this regard, 
any number of the features of the different embodiments 
described herein may be combined into one single embodi 
ment and alternate embodiments having fewer than or more 
than all of the features herein described are possible. Func 
tionality may also be, in whole or in part, distributed among 
multiple components, in manners now known or to become 
known. Thus, myriad software/hardware/firmware combi 
nations are possible in achieving the functions, features, 
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interfaces and preferences described herein. Moreover, the 
Scope of the present invention covers conventionally known 
and features of those variations and modifications through 
the system component described herein as would be under 
stood by those skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. A data container for association with a media item, said 

container comprising: 

at least one metadata Subset associated with a portion of 
a media item, said portion being derived from a source 
media item, said metadata Subset being derived from 
Source metadata associated with said source media 
item; 

container-related metadata; and 
at least one media item identifier associated with a media 

item that may or may not be said source media item. 
2. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 

Subset associated with a portion of a media item comprises 
a set of commerce-enabling information. 

3. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises usage rights. 

4. The data container of claim 3 wherein said usage rights 
comprises a right to use said media item portions in a 
derivate work. 

5. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a commercial 
designation. 

6. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a non-commer 
cial designation. 

7. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises an attribution of 
a publisher. 

8. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a price per copy 
of said media item portion. 

9. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises the identity of a 
rights holder. 

10. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a set of licensing 
terms. 

11. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a copyright mes 
Sage. 

12. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a digital rights 
message. 

13. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a pointer to a 
copyright message. 

14. The data container of claim 2 wherein said set of 
commerce-enabling information comprises a pointer to 
licensing information. 

15. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises an a cappella track of said source media 
item. 

16. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises a backing track of said source media item. 

17. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises a sample of said source media item. 
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18. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises a graphical image of said source media 
item. 

19. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises an equalizer preset of said source media 
item. 

20. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises an accompaniment of said source media 
item. 

21. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
portion comprises a portion of said source media item. 

22. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is an 
audio file. 

23. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is a 
video file. 

24. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is a 
podcast. 

25. The data container of claim 22 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is in 
mp3 format. 

26. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media itemportion and said media item is an aac 
recorded audio track. 

27. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is a 
graphical image. 

28. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
identifier is a pointer. 

29. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
identifier is a uniform resource locator. 

30. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
identifier is an id unique to an online music service. 

31. The data container of claim 1 wherein said media item 
identifier is an id unique to an online community. 

32. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is 
acquired from a server. 

33. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is 
acquired from a user's local media library accessed from 
said user's computing device. 

34. The data container of claim 1 wherein either one or 
both of said media item portion and said media item is 
acquired from the internet. 

35. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a string of text representing the 
name of said container. 

36. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a title of said media itemportion. 

37. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a title of said source media item. 

38. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a date said container is created. 

39. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a date said container is modified. 

40. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a genre associated with said 
container. 

41. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a size of said container. 
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42. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a length of said container. 

43. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a type of content associated with 
said container. 

44. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises a file type associated with said 
container. 

45. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises an international standard record 
ing code associated with said container. 

46. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises Software requirements for 
encoding said container. 

47. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises Software requirements for 
decoding said container. 

48. The data container of claim 1 wherein said container 
related metadata comprises user-defined text information. 

49. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises a name of a performer. 

50. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises a name of an album. 

51. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises the identity of a composer. 

52. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises the identity of a lyricist. 

53. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises the date that said media item portion is 
recorded. 

54. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises a type of language associated with the 
media item portion. 

55. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises the original name of said media item 
portion. 

56. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises the year said media item portion is 
released. 

57. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
subset comprises the identity of a lead performer. 

58. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises a link to a webpage of the artist associated 
with said media item portion. 

59. The data container of claim 1 wherein said metadata 
Subset comprises a link to a webpage of an on-demand music 
service. 

60. A commerce-enabling information metadata Subset 
associated with a media item portion, comprising: 

a set of digitally defined commerce-enabling information 
associated with said media item portion, said portion 
being derived from a source media item, said metadata 
Subset being derived from commerce-enabling infor 
mation-related metadata associated with said source 
media item, Such that said metadata Subset remains 
associated with said media item portion in order to 
preserve a relationship between said digitally defined 
commerce-enabling information and said metadata por 
tion when said source media item and said media item 
portion exist separately. 
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61. A set of metadata for association with a composite 
media item comprising: 

a first metadata Subset representing data associated with a 
first portion of a media item, said first portion being 
derived from a first source media item, said first meta 
data Subset being derived from first metadata associated 
with said first source media item; and 

a second metadata Subset representing data associated 
with a second portion of a media item, said second 
portion being derived from second source media item, 
said second metadata Subset being derived from second 
metadata associated with said second source media 
item, said first portion and said second portion being 
combined to form a composite media item, said first 
Subset and said second Subset forming a new set of 
metadata for association with said composite media 
item, said new set of metadata being based upon said 
first metadata Subset and said second metadata Subset. 

62. The metadata of claim 61 wherein said data associated 
with said first metadata Subset and said second metadata 
Subset comprises commerce-enabling information. 

63. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said commerce 
enabling information comprises a first set of rights associ 
ated with said first metadata Subset and a second set of rights 
associated with said second set of metadata. 

64. The metadata of claim 63 wherein first media item 
portion and said second media item portion are not com 
bined if said first set of rights and said second set of rights 
conflict. 

65. The metadata of claim 63 wherein first media item 
portion and said second media item portion are not finalized 
if said first set of rights and said second set of rights conflict. 

66. The metadata of claim 63 wherein first media item 
portion and said second media item portion are not com 
bined if either one or both of said first set of rights and said 
second set of rights does not match a desired set of rights. 

67. The metadata of claim 63 wherein first media item 
portion and said second media item portion are combined if 
said first set of rights and said second set of rights are 
similar. 

68. The metadata of claim 63 wherein either one or both 
of said first and second set of rights is based upon a 
commercial or non-commercial designation. 

69. The metadata of claim 68 wherein if both of said first 
set of rights and said second set of rights is designated 
commercial, a price associated with said composite media 
item is calculated. 

70. The metadata of claim 63 wherein either one or both 
of said first and second set of rights is based upon the 
identity of attribution. 

71. The metadata of claim 63 wherein either one or both 
of said first and second set of rights is based upon a price per 
copy of each of said first and second media item portion. 

72. The metadata of claim 63 wherein either one or both 
of said first and second set of rights is based upon an identity 
of a rights holder. 

73. The metadata of claim 63 wherein either one or both 
of said first and second set of rights is based upon a licensing 
term. 

74. The metadata of claim 63 wherein a user is notified if 
said first set of rights and said second set of rights conflict. 

75. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said logical com 
bination is determined by a set of logical operators. 
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76. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said logical com 
bination is determined by a logical combination of rights. 

77. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said logical com 
bination is determined by conditional logic. 

78. The metadata of claim 62 wherein either one or both 
of said first media item source and said second media item 
Source is a media file. 

79. The metadata of claim 62 wherein either one or both 
of said first media item source and said second media item 
source is a video file. 

80. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said set of metadata 
associated with said composite media item identifies a rights 
holder associated with said composite media item. 

81. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said set of metadata 
associated with said composite media item identifies a price 
per copy associated with said composite media item. 

82. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said set of metadata 
associated with said composite media item identifies an 
attribution associated with said composite media item. 

83. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said set of metadata 
associated with said composite media item identifies a 
royalty amount associated with said composite media item. 

84. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said set of metadata 
associated with said composite media item identifies a 
licensing term associated with said composite media item. 

85. The metadata of claim 62 wherein either one or both 
of said first media item portion and said second media item 
portion is an a capella track. 

86. The metadata of claim 62 wherein either one or both 
of said first media item portion and said second media item 
portion is a backing track. 

87. The metadata of claim 62 wherein either one or both 
of said first media item portion and said second media item 
portion is a sample of a media item. 

88. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said metadata 
associated with said composite media item is appended to 
said composite media item. 

89. The metadata of claim 62 wherein said metadata 
associated with said composite media item is and said 
composite media item are rendered as a digital container 
object. 

90. A set of metadata associated with a composite media 
item, said metadata set comprising: 

a name or descriptive term; 
a pointer to commerce enabling information; and 
a pointer to the location of said associated media item. 
91. The metadata set of claim 90 further comprising at 

least one set of informative tags associated with said com 
posite media item. 
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92. The metadata set of claim 91 further comprising the 
format type associated with said composite media item. 

93. The metadata set of claim 92 further comprising an ID 
unique to a community or online music service. 

94. The metadata set of claim 90 wherein said name or 
descriptive term is associated with said metadata set. 

95. The metadata set of claim 90 wherein said name or 
descriptive term is associated with said composite media 
item. 

96. A data container associated with a media item, said 
container comprising: 

a name or descriptive term; 

a pointer to commerce enabling information; and 

a pointer to the location of said associated media item. 
97. The data container of claim 96 further comprising at 

least one set of informative tags associated with said media 
item. 

98. The data container of claim 97 further comprising the 
format type associated with said composite media item. 

99. The data container of claim 98 further comprising an 
ID unique to a community or online music service. 

100. The data container of claim 96 wherein said name or 
descriptive term is associated with said data container. 

101. The data container of claim 96 wherein said name or 
descriptive term is associated with said media item. 

102. A metadata subset associated with a media item 
portion, said metadata Subset comprising: 

a name or descriptive term; 

a pointer to commerce enabling information; and 

a pointer to the location of said associated media item. 
103. The metadata subset of claim 102 further comprising 

at least one set of informative tags associated with said 
media item portion. 

104. The metadata subset of claim 103 further comprising 
the format type associated with said media item portion. 

105. The metadata subset of claim 104 further comprising 
an ID unique to an online music service. 

106. The metadata subset of claim 102 wherein said name 
or descriptive term is associated with said metadata Subset. 

107. The metadata subset of claim 107 wherein said name 
or descriptive term is associated with said media item 
portion. 


