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To all, Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JESSE M. DAVIS, of St. 

Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and State 
of Missouri, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Garment-Support 
ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of 

IO 

the invention, which will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to letters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
My improvement relates to that class of 

supporter or fastener for garments and other 
articles in which are used two clasping or 
gripping levers; and it consists in certain 
specialties of construction which I will now 
describe. 
Figure 1 is a side view with the lever-jaws 

closed, the movable pin or bolt being then 
in the outer end of the slots in the levers; 
Fig. 2, a plan view of Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a side 
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view with the jaws open and with the pin or 
bolt in the inner end of the slots, and Fig. 4 
a perspective view of Fig. 3. 
A and B are the levers, each having a 

toothed bent end b on one arm b' of the le 
ver, and having a slot c in its other arm. 
D is a fulcrum or axial rod on which both 

levers A B are pivoted. 
E is a spiral spring Wound around this rod 

D, and having its two ends e'e' projecting 
equally beyond the rod and each bearing, as 
shown, against the inner face of the toothed 
arms of the levers, so as to exert a normal 
tendency to force the toothed jaws open. 
Each slot c, at its end which is nearer to 

the fulcrum-rod D, has a curved or circular 
enlargement g, and for a purpose presently 
to be described. 

II is the movable pin or bolt, from which 
the garment or other article may be upheld 
Or Supported by any proper means, as, for in 
stance, by a doubled piece I, of sheetmetal, en 
folding such boltin its bight or doubled end, 

such piece I being secured to a tape K, as 
shown. 
The jaw-teeth b of each arm should be 

made to engage or mesh with those of the 
other arm, each tooth when the jaws are shut 
fitting between two teeth of the opposite jaw, 
and it is desirable that the jaws incline 
slightly toward each other the better to in 
Sure a close engagement. 

It will be seen that when the jaws are closed, 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the action of the 
spring E e'e' on the jaw-arms instead of open 
ing them serves to hold the opposite or slotted 
end firmly against the suspender-bolt H, thus 
preventing this bolt from dropping down in 
the slots when the tension on the tape K may 
be from any cause relaxed. When, however, 
it be desired to open the jaws, it is simply 
necessary to push the bolts H down in the 
slots to the enlargement g, and then the Spiral 
spring is free to come into action, throwing 
the jaws apart, and holding them in that po 
sition. To close them again, it is necessary 
simply to pull the bolt outward by its tape, 
thus again firmly closing the jaws. 

I claim 

of two level's AB, each having a slot clength 
wise of the lever and terminating at itsinner 
end in an enlargement g, wider than such 
slot, and each having an inwardly-curved jaw 
b, and having a spring E, whose ends bear 
against the inner side of the jaws betWeen. 

mally to force the jaws apart, combined with 
a pin or bolt in the slots c and serving when 
at their outer ends to close the jaws, and 
When in the enlargement g to allow the jaws 
to spring apart, all as shown and described. 
h In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
and. 

JESSE MI. DAVIS. 
Witnesses: 

PAUL M. LANCASTER, 
FRANK J. NEVIN, 

The described garment-support, consisting 
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the jaws and their fulcrum, and serving nor-e 8o 
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