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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOSEPH. W. FREEMAN, OF COLUMBUS, oHIo. ASSIGNOR TO THE EVERLASTING COMBINED 

CASKET & WAULT COMPANY, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO, A CORPORATION OF OHIO, 

coMBINED CASKET AND GRAVE-VAULT. 
1,128,865. 

To all whom it i? ?ay ?ton rern, 
Be it known that I, Jose II W. FREEMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Columbus, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Ohio, have it vented certain incw 
and useful Improvements in 
Caskets and Grave-Vaults, of which the foll lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to a coilbined casket 

and grave vault and ains palticularly to 
provide a structure of this type which will 
be proof against the admission of water and 
against corrosion when the same is placed 
in the goind for burial purposes. 
The main object (if any invention resides 

in the provision of a structure which nor 
Inally resenbles the ordinary casket now in 
use and which may retain this appearance 
as long as a body is lying in state, but which 
may be made to perform the functions of a 
vailt by the use of an additional element, 
this element taking the form of a hood hav 
ing a top and depending sides and ends, but 
whose botton is open so that the same may 
he freely passed over the casket itself. 
Another object of my invention resides in 

providing a structure wherein the casket 
body is surrounded by a decorative casing, 
this 'a sing being perhanent to all intents 
:ii ( ) poses, but being removable there 
from for re-use before the loody is lowered 
into the grave. By this structure, a casket 
seiving all the ends of the ordinary casket 
may be had at a considerably reduced cost, 
ini's ich as the decorative casing adds nothing to the 'eserving properties of the 
casket aid may, there fore, be removed and 
again used for decorative purposes. In this 
connection, iny invention also resides in pro itling packing strips for normally cover 
ing the space foiled between the casket 
body and the decorative casing to add a 
more pleasing effect to the device as a w(ile. 
My invention also resides in providing 

self centering means for the casket body 
with respect to the external removable cas 
ing, this centerior means being for the pur 
is of permitting the ready application of 

either the filler strips or the hood member, 
s 
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which latter transforms the casket into a 
vault. In this connection, my invention 
also resides in so coltstructing the external 
removable casing that it has a substantially 
open botton and an open top, this casing 55 
fitting the casket body itself with sufficient 
closeness that it will have the appearance of 
being a permanent part thereof, but at the 
same time it may be removed for re-use in 
connection with another casket body. The 60 substantially open bottom permits the ready 
removal of the same from about the casket body without disturbing the casket body 
itself by turning the supporting portion of 
the customary pedestals at right angles, so 65 
that these pedestals will have no bearing 
support upon the casing itself and thereby 
permit this casing to be given å downward 
movement away from the casket body. In 
this manner, my invention has an advantage 70 
over the box-like structure in which the 
asket bodies are now sometimes placed 
Still a further object of my inventicn re 

sides in the peculiar manner of wall con 
struction used by ine, as will be hereinafter 75 more specifically pointed out. 
Other objects of Iny invention will become 

more apparent after a frther detailed de 
scription of the accompanying sheets of 
drawing, in which similar characte's of ref- 80 
erence designate corresponding parts, and in 
which : - 

IFigure 1 is a side elevation of the sur 
rounding casing or decorative element used 
by me and shown separately, Fig. 2 is a side 85 
elevation of the casket body proper, this 
body being shown as carrying a lid. IFig. 3 
is a side elevation, partially broken away, of 
the hood element used by me adapted to be 
placed over the casket body to transfo in it 90 
into a burial vault, Fig. 4 is an enlarged ver 
tical section through one side and corner of 
the assembled structure, as shown in Fig. 6. 
Fig. 5 is a horizontal section of the structure 
shown in Fig. 4, Fig. 6 is a broken perspec- 95 
tive of the assembled structure when used as 
a grave vault. Fig. 7 is a broken perspective 
of the assembled structure when used as a 
casket only, and, Fig. 8 is a view in perspec 
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My combined casket and grave vault com 
prises three elements in particular, the sur 
rounding casing 1 which may be decorated 
as desired and provided with handles 2 if 
desired, the casket body proper 3 and the 
hood member 4. 
preferably constructed of a combination of 
cardboard and sheet metal, this cardboard 
being of the well known double-wall type, in 
which the rear piece 5 is flat, while the inner 
face 6 carried thereby, is of a corrugated 
nature. Mounted flush on the corrugated 
side and adapted to coincide with the corru 
gation of the cardboard member, lies a me 
tallic sheet 7, the corrugations being pro 
vided to add strength to the structure and 
also permit of the use of a very light sheet 
metal. Onto the flat side of the cardboard I 
attach a cloth covering.8 and whatever other. 
decorations may be desired. The lower 
longitudinal edge of the flat member 5 of 
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the cardboard is cut out to receive the up 
standing leg 9 of a suitably shaped step or 
shelf member whose horizontal leg is bent 
out as at 10 and again doubled back as 
shown at 11, the end of the portion 11 being 
again bent upwardly as shown at 12, to lie 
against and be attached to the corrugated 
sheet metal member 7, thus providing a sub 
stantially open bottom for the casing. At 
suitable intervals, I have provided spring 
clip members as is shown at 13, these spring 
clips being designed for the purpose of 
causing a self centering action of the casket 
body itself when it is placed within the cas 
ing member. The upper longitudinal edge of the flat 
cardboard portion 5 is also cut out to re 
ceive the depending leg 14 of a U-shaped 
reinforcing member 15, the other leg 16 of 
this U-shaped member embracing the entire 
upper edge of the casing structure with the 
exception of the decorative portion to give 
the desired strength. Within this casing is 
adapted to rest the casket body proper 3, 
this latter carrying a hinged lid 17 and be 
ing fitted on the inside as may be desired. 
The wall structure of this casket hody is 
more clearly shown in Fig. 4 and is similar 
in some respects to the casing structure. In 
this figure, it will be noted that an outside 
metal covering 18 is provided, the lower 
portion of this metal covering being bent 
at right angles as shown at 19 to form the 
bottom of the casket body proper, while its 
upper edge portion is shaped as shown at 20 
to form a reinforcing portion and also to 
form a rest rail upon which the interior 
fabric decoration of the casket body may be 
attached. The walls of the casket body are 
also fitted up with cardboard of a double 
nature, in which 21 represents the flat nea 
ber, while 22 represents the corrigated 
member. Iying against the corrugated 

The casing element l is 

ing the lateral projection 28 to 
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member 22 is the corrugated sheet metal 23 
which forms the interior of the casket body 
and sinnilarly, a corrugated sheet 24 lies on 
the bottom flush against the corrugated 
cardboard 25. The side and bottom por 
tions are securely held in position by means 
of the angle strip 26, while the top edges 
are reinforced and securely held together 
by means of the U-shaped member 27 carry 

give added 
stability to the shelf structure 20. While I 
have here shown only one wall and a por 
tion of the bottom, it is to be understood that 
the opposite wall is similarly constructed. 
The hood member 4 is fornied of depend 

ing sheet metal sides and ends, the lower 
portions of the sides and ends being doubled 
back. as shown at 29 to do away with any 
raw edges, while the upper edges of these 
sides and ends are bent to hook shape as is 
shown at 30 to coöperate with similar hooks 
31 on the outside sheet metal cover 32 form 
ing the dome of this hood. I have also re 
sorted to the use of the double cardboard 
structure in forming the dome of this hood. 
This cardboard structure being similar to 
that previously related and being designated 
in its entirety as 33, while the inside is also 
provided with the corrugated sheet metal 
covering 34. The point of jointure of the 
sides and dome forms a suitable point for 
the attachment of a U-shaped strengthening 
member 35, the opposite leg of this U-shaped 
member embracing the inside sheet metal 
34 to securely hold it in place and at the 
same time forms a suitable shelf to which a 
gasket 36 may be attached to coöperate with 
the upper edge of the casket to form a seal 
when the hood is in the position shown in 
Figs. 4 and 6. 
The casing member 1 is preferably made 

slightly larger than the casket body 3, so 
that the same may comfortably fit within 
the casing and normally rest upon the lower 
stop as is shown at 10. Should it be desired 
to use the structure as a casket only, it is 
assembled as is shown in Fig. 7, wherein the 
spring clips 13 accurately center the casket 
body with respect to the casing. In order 
to cover the space between the casket body 
and the casing, I insert angle filler strips 
37 as is shown. These filler strips add to 
the appearance of the device, but it is to be 
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understood that they are only temporarily 
placed in this position. 

Should it be desired to bury the body 
without transforming the device into a 
vault, and with as little expense as is possi 
ble, the casket body 3 may be removed from 
the casing and lowered into the grave. 
However, if it is desired to guard against 
the admission of water and to preserve the 
body indefinitely, the hood 4 may be slid 
into position after removing the angle strips 
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37. As is shown in the drawings, the sides 
and ends of this hood fit down over the sides 
i: i ends of the citsket body a considerable 
distance and try water attempting to enter 
the 'asket would do so against the pressure 
( the cific lander the hood. After 
tilis Water rises around the casket body 
distan'' to cover the lower edge of the hood, 
a still is elected which positively prevents 
the escape of the air and any additional 
3\lter Will simply increase the pressure 
within the casket body until this pressure is 
slflicient to guard against any subsement 
rise. In addition, the gasket 36 also serves, 
in a reasure, to seal the casket. 
From the above description, it will be ap 

parent that have providel a structure of 
considerable utility and one in which ap 
pearance as well as expense has been well 
considered. For a very cheap casket, the 
casing 1 inay be used for display purposes 
and removed before the casket is lowered in 
the grave ur, the casing itself may be pro 
isiti with a suitable lid and be used as a 

stinet big more expensive is de 
'asing inay be left in its position. 
(desired to transform the device 

into a vault, the angle strips 37 are removed 
: it it hanol 4 placed in its position. It is 
lso to he inderstood that the casing 1 may 

be reliloved when, so desired when the struc 
it irc is used as a vault. 
What I claim, is: 
1. \, combined casket and grave vault 

coln prising a casket body, an external cas 
i:g tiere for, and a hood member having a 
to and depending sides and ends and an 
{yen otton adapted to slide down into posi 
toil t c set the top of said body and enter 
the safe let \veen said body and said casing. 

2. A combined casket and grave vault 
comprising a casket body, a lid therefor, an 
€ Nikita Casing surrounding the ends and 
sites if said body and slightly larger than 
said body, said body being readily remov 
a lie is oil said casing, and a hood member 
having a top and depending sides and ends 
: i) { i ! :) oper isottom adapted to slide down 
into (sition to cover the top and fit down 
over the sides of said body and between said 
isely aid said casing. - 

3. A combined casket and grave vault 
comprising a casket body, a lid therefor, an 
external casing sit rounding the ends and 
sides of said body and entirely independent 
thereof. stops along the lower inside por 
tion (if said easing upon which said body is 
a lapieri to rest. and a hood member having 
a top titid depending sides and ends and an 
oth i? in a ratt.d to cover the top of said 
bar y atti entee the space between said body 
and easing. 

4. A coinbined casket and grave vault 
comprising a casket body, an external deco 

3. 

s and ery is : rative casing surrounding to :; i. 
of said body, said casii)g being : it'eiv in . 
clependent of and reinox able frt a said body 
when desited for re-use, and a hooch mera 
ber having a top and tiepending sitics and 
ends and an open botton a d:tel to ever 7 a 
the top aid side lov, a : i:iati in over 
the sides and entis (, sail 
casing is removed. 

5. A combinet ea 
conrising a casket if 
lative casing stirrolin in 's ; it? in is 
of Said body. Snid cisiis is is eiticis 
depencient of and reotti, ie is sis 
when desired for i."r stir is 
adapted to cover the S. hef wee; 
casing a lid said body she said 3: sing 
rounds said body. 

6. A combined casket in grave sty'. 
comprising a casket body. an external tic 
rative casing surrounding the sides, a ride's 
of Said bodv, said casing being in is perit:- 
of Said body, a hook is g a j ::: ; 
pending side; and inds a livia; ; ; ; ?tir, 
dapted to cover tie koi ar, ( ; ; ; 

over the sides and an is ; ; ; ; ; 
space between said to is : 
and filler strips adapt 
between said casing ai 
casing Surrounds said it 
removed therefrotri. 

7. A combined kii 
comprising a caske v. an exter: 
ing Surrol inding the sides and eiids {i ::::: 
body and independent 'the 'eof, stops airig 
the lower inside portion of said casing upri 
which said body is adapted to rest. spring 
clips between said casing and body and car. 
ried by one of them to center said itsely wifi 
respect to said gasing, a hood niber hav 
ing a top and depending sides iii: , , , inds inci 
an onen bottom adapted to slide twin it (, 
position to cover the top and fi: , r yin over 
the sides of said body aid the ty, on said 
body and said casing, and a fedge it, the ip 
per portion of said hood adapted if 'est on 
the top of said body when the hook. :) vers 
said body. 

8. A casket comprising a main bcitiy, in 
external surronding casing having an ope; 
top and bottom and renovable from sai 
main body for reuse. and a supporting 
structure rigidly carried by said casing and 
arranged to normally support the main body 
therein, said casing being renovable from 
said main body by relative few ward move 
ment. 

* 9. A casket comprising a main body, an 
external surrounding casing haring an open 
top removable there from for reuse, and a 
horizontal shelf surrounding the lower in 
terior portion of said casing upon which 
the base of said body is adapted to normally 
rest. 
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10. In a casket, wall construction com 
prising a double thickness of cardboard, 
one being flat and the other corrugated, a 
cloth covering adapted to be affixed to said 

5 flat portion, and a sheet metal body corru 
gated to mesh with the corrugations of cor 
rigated portion of said cardboard. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH. W. FRIEEMAN. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. B. DoNA v N., 
J. E. MATTHEws. 


