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inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-19(completely); 25-36(partially)

Method of forming a non-metallic coating on a surface of a
metallic or a semi-metallic substrate by applying bipolar
electric pulses, whereby the amplitude of the positive
voltage pulses is potentiostatically controlled and the

amplitude of the negative pulses is galvanostatically
controlled.

2. claims: 20-24(completely); 25-36(partially)

Method of forming a non-metallic coating on the surface of a
metallic of semi-metallic substrate by applying bipolar
electric pulses, whereby the electrolyte is colloidal and
comprises solid particles dispersed in an aqueous phase.
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Claims Nos.: 37, 38(completely); 1-36(partially)

The present application contains 38 claims, of which 7 are independent.
There is no clear distinction between the independent claims because of
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issue of novelty, since claims 1 to 19, 25 to 29 relate to an extremely
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(C25D9), electrolytic conversion coating (C25D11), electrophoretic
plating (C25D13), electroplating with embedded particles (C25D15). -
Claims 20 to 24 are not clear either, because the fact that the
non-metallic layer is "formed during periods of the cycle during which
the substrate is anodic with respect to the electrode", does not exclude
an electrophoretic deposition with negative charged particles (class
C25D13) or an electrolytic coating other than with metals by an anodic
process (class C25D9). - Claims 30 and 31 relate to an extremely large
number of possible apparatus, not only limited to one for forming a
non-metallic coating. Indeed, said claims do not comprise "enough"
technical features to characterise the apparatus itself (claim 31 only
relates to the electrolyte which shall be used). Thus, no exhaustive
search on those claims could be done Those apparatus claims are a priori
considered as not novel. - Claim 32 is a product-by process claim. Where
a claim defines a product in terms of the method by which the product is
made, the claim as a whole is directed to a product. Such a claim lacks
novelty if a prior art product, even if made by an undisclosed process,
appears to be inherently the same as or indistinguishable from, the
claimed invention (see the PCT Guidelines 5.26, and A5.26[1]). - The
product claims 33 to 36 are defined by general properties which can be
obtained by using a method which has not been taken into consideration in
the present application, Tike CVD, sputtering etc. Since the product
obtained otherwise might be inherently the same as or indistinguishable
from, the claimed product, and in view of the large search fields of
different methods which can be used to manufacture said product, no
exhaustive search could be done, and the claimed product is a priori
considered as lacking novelty. The search was Timited to a process in the
field of class C25D. - Claims 37 and 38 are so unclear according to
article 6 PCT that they could not be searched at all.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
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not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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