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To all whom it mdy concern.:,
Be it known that I, JAMES S. STEWART, a

citizen of the United States, residing at New

York city, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Means for
Slﬂ)porting Lamp-Receptacles, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

My invention relates to a form of lamp re-
ceptacle or similar electrical appliance which
is adapted for use for out-door and interior
EUTPOSQS where the lamps are designed to be

xed to and supported by a solid frame or
object such as an electric sign, the decora-
tions or tower of a building or the walls or
ceilings thereof. '

A large part of the wiring of the above
character is exposed to the weather and rains,
and has to be made so as to prevent ingress
of water to the interior metalll)ic parts of the
lamp receptacles. For this purpose a form
of receptacle has been largely adopted in
which the usual threaded shell of the recep-
tacle is cemented within a sealed porcelain
cup or block, the usual circuit wires being
permanently  connected within the recep-
tacle when it is manufactured, and passed
through openings which are afterwards her-
metically closed by pitch or other water-
proof insulating cement. In most cases re-
ceptacles of this character are merely sup-

orted by these circuit wires so that they

ang down loosely from the base to which
they are connected. In electric signs and
other conditions where this is impracticable,
the receptacles have been formed with inte-
gral porcelain lugs perforated to receive at-
tachment screws. In other cases the recep-
tacle has been designed to fit snuglyina
properly formed recess in a supporting plate
of wood or metal. Both of these arrange-
ments are objectionable in practice; the first
because porcelain is a very brittle material,
and the lugs are liable to break off, especially
when strained by the insertion o?
screws. The second arrangement is objec-
tionable, because in many cases insurance

-regulations forbid seating the receptacle

snugly in a recess of wood or metal.

In carrying out the presemt invention I
provide a different arrangement of support-
ing the porcelain receptacle, and which is not

wood

liable to breakage, and which complies with
all insurance regulations.
I make use of certain parts conveniently
stamped from sheet metsﬁ which codperates
with the porcelain to form a firm support
therefor, and one which is adapted: for con-
nection with all sorts of supporting walls,
frames, and other fixed objects.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a receptacle having fastening or at-
taching means embodying the principles of
my invention; Fig.
same; Fig. 31s a %ront view of the porcelain
block or body with the metallic fastening de-

vice removed; Fig. 4 is a side view thereof;

Fig. 5 is a face view of what I shall term the
main fastening device; Fig. 6 is a similar
view showing a supplemental fastening de-
vice; Fig. 7 is a side view of the receptacle
engaged by the fastening devices of Figs. 5
and 6; Fig.8is a front view of the same; and
Fig. 9 is a side elevation showing a third
fastening member organized to support the
receptacle in inclined position from a fixed
wall or frame. :

Referring to the drawings in which like
parts are designated by the same reference
sign, 1 indicates the body of a receptacle of
porcelain or other insulating material, which
may be of any suitable or desired form. I
have shown a water-proof receptacle having
leading-in wires 2, but it is obvious that the

For this purpose-

2 1s a front viewof the
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invention is not restricted to an out-door re- .-

ceptacle of this character.

3 indicates a bead or rib or other projection
formed on the body 1,and preferably extend-
ing circumferentially around the same. This
rib or bead is notched or interrupted at the
points 4 and may be additionally notched or
recessed at the points5. The main fastening
device 6, shown in Fig. 5, is best stamped in
one piece from sheet- metal. A convenient
form is that shown having an annular por-
tion 7, flanged or rimmed inward at 8.

‘9denoteslugsorinternal projections formed
on the annular portion 7,conveniently at dia-
metrically opposite points, to correspond with
the notches or interruptions 4 of the bead
3 of the body. There are also formed a pair
of outwardly turned ears or extensions 10,0n
the fastening device 6, which may have cen-
tral holes 11, to receive screws, bolts or suit-
able fastening devices. ‘
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“diameter of the body 1.

Tn many cases the single fastening device 6
is sufficient to support the receptacle in the
desired relation on a supporting frame or
plate. For example, in Figs.1 and 2 1 have
illustrated a supporting plate 12, with per-
forations 13, of a size corresponding to the
The receptacle is
merely inserted in these openings 13, until
the .bead or rib 3 abuts snugly against the
plate 12. The fastening device 6 is there-
upon slipped over the body of the receptacle
from the other side thereof so as to surround
and inclose the bead or rib 3, with its annu-
lar portion 7, the fastening device being then
secured to the plate 12 by the screws and
bolts 14. In this relation the lugs or pro-
tuberances 9 enter the notches or interrup-
tions 4 of the bead or rib 3, and the flange or
rim 8 extends around the bead 3 on the side
thereof opposite to that engaged by the
plate 12. The receptacle is thereby clamped
to the plate 12, and secured againstrotation
or movement in any direction, notwithstand-
ing the somewhat severe strains which are
applied in inserting and removing lamps.

But notwithstanding the fact that this er-

gagement is very secure, it is not absolutely |

unyielding, since the parts are all made with
a certain amount of looseness or back lash,
which prevents any shrinking or binding
strains which might break the. porcelain.
In Figs. 7 and § a form of supporting plate
12/ is shown which has large square or rec-
tangular openings 13’ therein. This form of
supporting plate with large openings is neces-
sitated in some cases by insurance regulations
which prevent the receptacle being closely
Gited in a wooden framework. A further
requisite arises from the fact that where the
openings 13" are elongated it may be desired
to position the receptacles at different
oints thereof, for example, according to the
etter to be made in an electric sign. Under
these circumstances, I make use of an auxil-
iary fastening device 15, which is shown in
Fig. 6. This is a flat sheet metal stamping
with a central opening 16, corresponding to
the diameter of the body 1, and 1s provided
with lateral extensions or ears 17, adapted to
register with the ears 10 of the main fasten~
ing device 6. These ears 17 have holes 185,
corresponding to the holes 11 of the other
fastening device 6. The member 15 1s
merely assembled upon the receptacle to en-
gage the front side of the bead or rib 3 in
lace of the plate 12 shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
he registering ears 10 and 17 are then
clamped by the screws or bolts 14" to the
body of the plate 12/,in which relation the re-
ceptacle is held centrally in the large opening
13’ of the support. While I have ustrated
this particular construction of plate 15, hav-
ing a form which completely surrounds the
receptacle 1, it is evident that this is not ab-

solutely essential, since any shape engaging
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the ears 10 of the member 6 and lapping over
the bead or Tib 3 of the body 1, is all that is
required.

When a supplemental fastening device 15,
is used, it may be made with diametrically
opposite indentations, producing a pair of

‘small lugs or protuberances 19 on the other

side which engage the notches 5 of the head or
rib 3. This engagement is sufficient to hold
the body of the receptacle against rotation,
so that the lugs 9 of the mamn fastening de-
vice 6 may be dispensed with under these
circumstances. '

In Fig. 9 an additional fastening device-or
member 20 is provided, and which is used in
connection with the fastening devices of Figs.
5and 6. The member 20 is bail-shaped with
o screw extension 21, and terminal ears 22,
perforated to receive screws or bolts. The
receptacle body is assembled between the
fastening devices 6 and 15 in the manner
already described, and then bolted to the ex-
tensions 22 of the bail 20, by the screws or
bolts 14", Tt is clear that this form of fas-
tening device may be screwed upon a vertical
wall in inclined Telation as shown, thereby
permitting the water to drain from the edges
of the receptacles and not enter to corrode
the metallic parts and connections.

While the use of a bail 20 is best adapted to
secure the lamp receptacles in an inclined re-
lation, this is not absolutely essential, since
the fastening devices 6 and 15 or 6 alone,
may be bent before or after they are posi-
tioned on their supporting frame, to give the
lamp receptacle an inclined relation thereon
if desired. :

What I claim, is:— ’

1. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having a body with a circumferential bead or
rib, a fastening device adapted to detachably
engage and surround said rib to hold and sup-
port the same. R

9. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having an integral bead or rib formed there-
on, a fastening device having an annular por-
tion adapted to surround said bead or rib and
having means cobperating,therewith to pre-
vent relative rotation.

3. In combination with a lam receptacle
having an annular rib or bea integrally
formed thereon, a fastening device having an
annular portion adapted to surround said
bead anc}) havidg an internal rim or flange
adapted to lap over the edge of the said bead
on to-the rear surface thereof, and means
whereby said fastening device is removable.

4 In combination with a lamp receptacle
having a notched or interrupted integral
bead thereon, a fastening device having an
annular portion adapted to surround said
bead and having an mternal lug or perfora-
tion to engage the noteh thereof.

5. In combination with 8 lamp receptacle

having a notched or interrupted integral
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bead thereon, a fastening device adapted to
surround said bead and having a lug or pro-
tuberance to engage the notch thereof, said
fastening device having an ear or extension
perforated to receive a fastening device.

6. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having a notched or interrupted integral
bead thereon, a fastening device adapted 4o
surround said bead and having a lug or pro-
tuberance to engage the notch thereof, said
fastening device having an ear or extension
Eerforated to receive a fastening device and

eing internally rimmed or flanged to lap
over and cover the rear face or wall of said
bead.

7. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having an integral bead thereon, a fastening
device adapted to surround said bead, and an
additional member cotperating therewith to
hold said fastening device in place upon said
bead and removable from said fastening de-
vice whereby the latter is removable from the
bead. :

8. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having an integral bead thereon, a fastening
dévice having a flanged rim adapted to sur-

round said bead and lap over the rear side
thereof, and removable means codperating
therewith to lock said bead in said fastening
device.

9. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having an integral bead thereon, a fastening
device adapted to surround said bead and
lap over one side thereof, means cooperating
therewith to lock said fastening device on
said bead, and additional means engaging
sald fastening device to support the recep-
tacle in any desired relation.

10. In combination with a lamp receptacle
having an integral bead thereon, a fastening
device adapted to surround said bead and
lap over one side thereof, means coperating
therewith to lock said fastening device on
said bead, and additional means engaging
said fastening device and adapted to hold the
receptacle in an inclined relation.

In witness whereof, I subscribe my signa-
ture, in the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES S. STEWART.

Witnesses:

Wwu. M. STOCKBRIDGE,
Warpo M. Cuapin.
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