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My invention relates to a novelty device for 
attachment to or incorporation in a shoe, sandal, 
or slipper, particularly such as are worn by girls. 
While my invention may be most popular in 

shoes used for stage dancing, or for costume 
dress, Such as of the gypsy or Spanish type, they 
may also be incorporated in shoes for sport or 
even Street wear. Briefly my invention contem 
plates a device which will be carried by the shoe, 
Which Will make a sound, such as a rattle, a jingle 
or a tinkle, as the foot is moved in walking or dancing. 
Thus such invention may be a rattle device 

housed within the shoe bottom, such as in its 
heel, or it may be a jingle, such as a little bell, 
overlapping suspended spangle plates, or metallic 
discs slidable loosely on a rod, carried by or 
mounted in the shoe bottom or heel. The term 
"bottom' is used in this specification to distin 
guish from the shoe upper, and includes, for ex 
ample, the shoe heel. These various devices may, 
Of course, be differently supported upon or housed 
Within the shoe, and may be of different size or 
construction, depending upon the effect desired. 
Moreover, two or more different types of Such 
devices may be incorporated in the same shoe, 
or One type may be provided for one shoe and a 
different type for the other shoe of a pair. It 
Will be understood that a large number of ar 
rangements and combinations of such devices, as 
well as individual types thereof, may be employed 
in conformance With my invention. 
The principal object of my invention, there 

fore, is to provide upon a shoe a noise-making 
device which will produce a pleasing sound, pref 
erably of Small Volume and of more or less musi 
cal nature as the foot moves. On the other hand 
it is a further object to provide such a device 
which can have maximum movement, and hence 
which Will produce the loudest Sound for a given 
amount and type of foot movement, especially SO 
that the Sound Will be quite audible during nor 
mal Walking. 
A further object is to Support Such a device 

upon the shoe in Such a manner that it Will not 
interfere with walking, or with dancing gyra 
tions. It may be partially or even Wholly con 
cealed Within the shoe, for example being housed 
by the shoe heel. It is a further object to pro 
vide such a device which, if desired, will not only 
produce a pleasing sound, but which will be Sup 
ported in an exposed position, and be decorative 
in character so that its movement, as Well as its 
sound, Will attract attention. 
Various structural characteristics of my device 

which have been found most suitable for accom 
plishing my purposes will be described in detail 
hereafter. Representative types of devices have 
been illustrated in the drawing, but it Will be un 
derstood that various modifications within the 
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Scope of the appended claims may occur to those 
skilled in the art. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation view of a shoe heel 
With parts broken away, illustrating two types of 
my device applied to the heel which may be used 
either conjointly, as shown, or each may be used 
Separately. Figure 2 is a transverse section 
through the heel of Figure 1, taken along line 
2-2 of that figure. 

Figure 3 is a side elevation view of a shoe car 
rying a different type of noise-making device. 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal section through a 
shoe heel, showing another form of jingle inserted 
in it, While Figure 5 is a view of the jingle online 
5-5 of Figure 4, showing it removed from the 
Shoe. 

Warious types of jingles, such as little bells, 
pieces of metal, or loosely supported discs, similar 
to those on a tambourine, may be employed which 
can be mounted on the shoe in different ways. 
In Figure 1 the bottom of a shoe S is provided 

With a cavity within which is secured a little 
bell (), which may have a screw shank screwed 
into the shoe heel at the base of the cavity. The 
mouth of the cavity, as shown, is located in the 
side of the shoe heel, but, if preferred, it may be 
concealed by locating it in the front face of the 
heel beneath the shoe instep. The cavity has 
been illustrated as of cylindrical shape because 
Such a hole can be bored in a thick part of the 
shoe bottom, such as in the heel, after its fabri 
cation. If built up of several parts, however, 
each piece might be preformed, as by notching, 
to leave the cavity When they are assembled, in 
Which case the cavity might be of rectangular or 
other shape in cross section. The size of the 
cavity with relation to the bell may also be varied, 
but ordinarily it Will be little larger than neces 
sary to receive the bell readily. The types of bell 
employed and the manner in which they are sup 
ported Within the cavity may, of course, be dif 
ferent; for example, the bell might be pivotally 
Suspended from the roof of the cavity. It is pre 
ferred, however, that the bell shell be rigidly 
supported so that the striker ball f2 will move 
Within and impact the shell as the shoe is moved. 
The jingle may be in the form of dangling 

metal strips 2 pivotally Supported for swinging 
action, such as by a loop 20 loosely encircling a 
rod 2 carried by the shoe. Such dangling metal 
strips may also be housed Within a cavity in the 
shoe heel and Supported from its roof for swing 
ing into impact with each other, with the shoe 
heel, or With Some other Sounding member in the 
cavity. Preferably, however, such strips are 
formed as Spangle plates and supported in ex 
posed locations, generally parallel to the sides of 
the shoe bottom. Several rows of such spangle 
plates may be supported one above the other on 
a downwardly tapered heel in stepped fashion, as 



2 
shown in Figure 2, so that ordinarily the plates 
hang out of contact with each other. In each 
row, however, the plates may overlap laterally 
to conceal the heel completely, even covering the 
opening of cavity f, if desired, the supporting 
rods 2 passing across such opening. These 
plates, then, will swing back and forth upon the 
rods 21 in a direction toward and away from the 
shoe heel, striking one against the other to make 
a jingling sound. The tone produced will depend 
upon the kind of metal used for the plates as well 
as upon their size, shape and thickness. These 
plates will preferably have polished or brightly 
colored surfaces so that as they are swung by 
movement of the shoe they will twinkle or flash 
reflected light to attract attention, thus Serving 
as ornaments to produce an effect similar to 
Spangles used upon clothing. 
The shoe S of Figure 3 likewise is provided 

with a cavity in its bottom, such as the heel, 
preferably of cylindrical shape, and which may 
or may not extend completely through the heel 
from side to side. Again the particular loca 
tion of the cavity is largely immaterial, but for 
this form its vertical cross section is preferably 
circular. Within the cavity is received a tumbler 
3 containing a couple of small shot 30 or similar 
small objects. As an alternative construction 
several tumblers, perhaps of solid construction, 
could be inserted in the cavity. The CrOSS Sec 
tional shape of such a tumbler should be circular, 
the tumbler being either spherical or cylindrical 
so that as the shoe is moved it Will roll upWard 
and downward in the cavity , as well as being 
shaken within it. Such rolling and bouncing 
makes a noise, but in addition relative movement 
of the small shot 30 or equivalent objects within 
the tumbler 3 produces the rattling noise of its 
repeated impact. Where several tumblers are 
provided they will strike not only each other but 
the walls of the cavity to produce Sound, in 
addition to the shot rattling within them. Any 
suitable means, such as bars 3, may extend 
across the opening of the cavity to retain the 
tumbler or tumblers within it. Such retaining 
means may be of an attractive shape and de 
sign for decorative purposes. 
A different type of jingle is shown in Figures 4 

and 5, again adapted to be housed within a cy 
lindrical shoe bottom cavity , as in the shoe heel. 
In this instance a number of separate discs 4 are 
loosely threaded on a rod 40, the opposite ends 
of which are secured to and supported by a frame 
4. Preferably the width of this frame is such 
that it will be held in the cavity by a press fit or 
may be received in grooves or keyWays formed in 
its Walls. Additional or substitute means for se 
curing the frame in the cavity may be utilized 
as the desire or necessity arises. In any event 
it is preferred that the rod 40, as shown in Fig 
ure 4, be mounted in a position inclined rear 
Wardly and down Wardly when the shoe is in 
normal attitude, or substantially perpendicular 
to a radius from it to the shoe's line of flexure. 
In this disposition the sudden flexing of the shoe 
during walking Will cause the discs to slide by 

... their inertia along the rod 4 during upward 
movement of the heel, and as the heel is set down 
the discs Will slide down Ward into contact with 
each other to make the jingling or tinkling sound, 
asin a tambourine. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. In a shoe, a shoe bottom having a cylindri 
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cal cavity with its axis disposed substantially 
parallel to the lower surface of the shoe bottom, 
sounding means wholly received within said caV 
ity and movable with respect to said shoe by nor 
mal movement of the shoe in Walking to produce 
sound, and means for retaining said first means 
Within said cavity. 

2. In a shoe, a bottom having a cavity therein, 
a hollow shell received completely within said 
cavity, and a striker member housed within the 
confines of said hollow shell and freely movable 
therein, for jingling impact therewith by normal 
tilting movement of the shoe in walking. 

3. In combination with a shoe, a plurality of 
dangling strips arranged in overlapping relation 
ship, and pivot means supporting each of Said 
strips from the shoe for movement relative to the 
shoe effected by movement of the shoe. 

4. In combination with a shoe, a plurality of 
horizontal rows of dangling metallic strips, said 
rows being superposed one above the other in 
overlapping relationship, each strip being piv 
otally supported by its upper end from the shoe 
for swinging into striking engagement with other 
strips by movement of the shoe. 

5. In a shoe, a shoe bottom having a cavity 
therein, a rod received in said cavity and inclined 
rearwardly and downwardly, and a plurality of 
metallic discs loosely threaded on said rod for 
movement with respect to the shoe and relative 
to each other for mutual striking contact effect 
ed by movement of the shoe during Walking. 

6. In combination with a shoe, a jingle in 
cluding a plurality of overlapping metal plates, 
and means supporting said plates from the shoe 
for free movement of each relative to the shoe 
and into jingling impact With another plate by 
normal movement of the shoe in walking. 

7. In a shoe, a rod secured to the shoe botton, 
a plurality of plates threaded on said rod in 
overlapping relationship, each plate being freely 
swingable relative to said rod, within limits, to 
strike another such plate by movement of the 
shoe. 

50 

8. In a shoe, a rod secured to the shoe, and a 
plate loosely mounted on said rod for free SWing 
ing relative to the shoe, Within limits, solely by 
movement of the shoe. 

9. In a shoe, a shoe bottom having a cavity 
therein, and a jingle received Wholly Within said 
cavity, and including a striker member unat 
tached to said bottom and freely movable rela 
tive.thereto for jingling impact by normal tilting 
movement of the shoe in Walking. 
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10. In a shoe, a shoe heel having a cavity in 
an outer upright side thereof, a jingle received 
wholly Within said cavity, and a plurality of 
dangling, metallic strips depending from the shoc 
heel over the entrance to such cavity, adjacent 
strips overlapping both vertically and horizon 
tally to completely conceal such cavity entrance, 
said jingle and said strips being movable for 
jingling impact by normal movement of the shoe 
in Walking. 

11. In a shoe, a shoe bottom having a cavity 
therein, a tumbling shell freely movable With re 
spect to the shoe bottom. Within the confines of 
said cavity, means within said shell movable 
thereagainst by such free tumbling of the shell 
within the cavity, to produce a noise, and means 
for retaining said shell Within said cavity. 

LOUIS CASSERD, 


