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This invention relates to a novel and useful stand for
supporting newspapers and the like in an upright position.

The newspaper stand of the instant invention is charac-
terized by a clip which is fashioned from a single length of
wire, said clip embodying a pair of elongated upstanding
open- frame-like members each having parallel opposite
side portions. Integral means are provided for connect-
ing the frame-like members at their lower ends and the
construction of the frame-like members is such that they
are normally urged toward each cther. The frame mem-
bers are of the same width and are thus registrable with
each other. A stand base is provided for retaining the
frame-like members in an upstanding position and the
article to be supported is positioned between the confront-
ing surfaces of the frame-like members whose inherent
resiliency will frictionally grip the article or newspaper
disposed therebetween. Each of the frame-like members is
provided with a laterally projecting support member which
projects toward the other of the frame members. The
support members are carried by opposite side portions of
the frame-like members on which they are disposed and
thus the two laierally projecting support members are
spaced at opposite sides of the registered open frame-like
members to provide two spaced supporting surfaces upon
which the article being supported by the stand may have
its lower edge engaged with in order to provide additional
support for the article engaged with the stand. .

The main object of this invention is to provide a stand

for flexible printed material such as TV guides, newspapers
and the like that may be utilized to support the printed
material in a manner whereby one entire side of the
printed material may be viewed with a minimum amount
of the printed material being obstructed.
A further object of this invention, in accordance with
the immediately preceding object, is to provide an article
stand which will in addition to supporting the article in an
upright position also tightly frictionally grip the article so
that the Iatter may not be accidentaliy dislodged from
engagement with the stand by means of circulating air
or having a solid object accidentally brushed against the
articie.

A still further object of this invention, in accordance
with the preceding objects, is to provide an article stand
which will have a pleasing appearance in order that it may
be utilized as desired in rooms in which substantially ali
types of decor are used.

A final object of this invention to be specifically enu-
merated herein is to provide am article stand which will
conform to conventional forms of manufacture, is of
simple construction and easy to use so as to provide a
device that will be economically feasible, long lasting and
rvelatively trouble-free in operation.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the article stand of
the instant invention shown being utilized to support a
flexible panel-like member diagrammatically representing
any tyre of flexible printed material;

FIGURE 2 is a view observing FIGURE 1 in a direc-
tion from left to right and with the base appearing in
section; and
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FIGURE 3 is a vertical sectional view taken substan-
tially upon the plane indicated by the section line 3—3
of FIGURE 2.

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the
numeral 10 generally designates the article stand of the
instant invention which is shown in the drawings support-
ing a flexible panel member 12.

The article stand of the instant invention includes a
base generally designated by the reference numeral 14
and an article gripping and holding clip characterized by a
pair of elongated upstanding open frame-like members
generally designated by the reference numerals i6 and
18. Each of the open frame-like members constitutes a
clamping jaw and comprises an inverted U-shaped mem-
ber 2@ including a pair of opposite coplanar side portions
or legs 22 and 24 which are interconnected at their upper
ends by means of a curved bight portion 26. The legs 22
and 24 of each U-shaped member 20 are substantially
parallel although it is to be noted that they may be in-
clined relative io each other and the legs 22 and 24 of
each U-shaped member or jaw 28 are positioned similarly
relative to the positioning of the legs 22 and 24 of the
other U-shaped member 20, The U-shaped members 20
are interconnected by means of a unitary connecting ele-
ment 28 the median or crest portion of which is perched
atop and fixedly secured to the head 39 of a fastener 32
which in turn is secured through a bore 34 formed in
the base 14 by means of a nut 36. Thus, it will be noted
that the U-shaped members or frame-like members 20
are rigidly secured in an upright position relative to the
base 14. The base 14 may be provided with a covering
38 over its lower surface 48 for preventing the base from
marring objects on which it is placed. The covering 38
may be of felt or any other suitable material.

The leg 24 of each U-shaped member 28 is somewhat
longer than the leg 22 thereof and the unitary connecting
element 28 is disposed between the lower ends of the
longer legs 24. 1In addition, each of the longer legs 24 is
provided with a Jaterally projecting support member in the
form of a loocp 42 which projects toward the plane in
which the other U-shaped member is disposed.

The bight portion 26 of the frame-like member 1§ is
lower than the bight portion 26 of the frame member-
like member 26 and is laterally deflected at its upper
portion away from the plane in which the frame-like
member 28 is disposed. The lateral deflection of the
upper portion of the bight portion 26 of the frame-like
member 18 forms an upwardly cpening V-shaped notch
between the upper ends of the frame-like members 18
and 29 for facilitating the placement of the panel 12
therebetween.

The base 14 may be of any configuration although it
is most conveniently rectangular in plan provided with
a substantially flat top wall 44 whose marginal portions 46
are downwardly and outwardly beveled.

While the laterally deflected portion 43 of the open
irame-like member 18 serves to facilitate the placement of
the panel 12 between the U-shaped members 28, it will be
noted that the side portions 22 and 24 are registered with
each other so as to enable the panel 12 to be supported
therebetween without creasing the panel 12.

Additionally, the loops 42 provide additional upwardly
opening V-shaped notches in which the lower edge 48
of the panel is received in order to provide two points of
contact for the lower edge 48 at spaced points longitu-
dinally therealong. Thus, not only is the panel 12 fric-
tionally gripped between the U-shaped members 20, but
the lower edge 48 thereof is supported in 2 manner which
would itself be sufficient to support the panel 12. How-
ever, the frictional gripping of the panel 12 between the
U-shaped members 20 is desired in order that the panel
12 will not become cocked or accidentally dislodged. In
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addition, the loops 42 are beneficial when used in con-
nection with the frictional gripping afforded by the U-
shaped members 2§ inasmuch as since the lower edge 48
of the panel is supported at iwo points spaced longitu-
dinally therealong the panel 12 will not become cocked
relative to the stand 18 while frictionally gripped between
the Y-shaped members 28,

¥t will be noted that the loops 42 on each leg 24 are
formed thereon below the lower end of the adjacent leg
23 of the oiher U-shaped member 28. Thus, the loops 42
may be directed toward the opposite U-shaped member 28.

Tt will be noted that the frame-like members 18 and 28
are unitary and coanected by the unitary connecting ele-
ment 28 disposed therebetween whereby the entire clamp-
ing assembly may be constructed of a single piece of wire.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of
the principles of the inventicn. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to
the cxact construction and operation shown and described,
and accordingly all suitable meodifications and equiva-
lents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the
invention as claimed.

-“What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A stand for removably supporting a Newspaper,
booklet or similar article in an upright readable position
comprising: a portable base, a pair of cooperatively asso-
ciated vertically elongated upstanding open frame-like
members, each member being of inverted U-shaped form
.and embodying a pair of spaced parallel coplanar legs
having upper ends thereof joined by a bight portion, the
legs of one member being opposed to and aligned with
corresponding legs of the other member, means connecting
the lower end portions of said members together, said
means comprising 2 connecting element unitary with co-
operating legs of said frame-like members, means joined to
said conmecting element and mounting the same on said
base, said frame-like members and said comnecting ele-
ment being constructed of a singie piece of wire, one leg
of each member being short and the other leg long, each
of the longer legs of said frame-like members including a
laterally projecting article support member disposed in a
plane below the plane of the respective shorter legs of
the respective frame-like members.

2. A -poriable stand for use on a table or the like to
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clampingly held a newspaper, magazine, card or the like
in an erect readily viewable and readable position” com-
prising: in combination, a portable base embodying a
biock having a padded anti-slipping bottom to rest atop
said table, said block having a central vertical bore whose
jower ead is counterbored, a boit passing downwardly
through said bore and having a nui-retained end confined
in the coumterbore, an upper end of said bolt having a
head exposed above a top surface of said block, and an
article holding clip extending vertically above the central
bored portion of said block, said clip embodying a pair of
similarly construcied inverted. U-shaped open frame-like
members each constituting an article ciamping jaw, said
frame-like members each being of the same widih, ons
member being of a length different from the iength of the
other one, the lower ends of said members being joined to-
gether by an arcuately bent connecting element, and. the
median crest of said connecting element being fixed atop

said head, said clip being fashioned from a single length . -

of wire bent upon itself to define said bent connecting ele-:
ment and also said jaws, each' frame-like member em-
bodying a long leg and a short leg, said legs having their
upper ends joined by a bight portion, the lower ends of
the respective short legs being free and the lower ends
of the long legs being joined to the respectively cooperai-
ing ends of said bemt connecting element, said wire at’
the juncture of said lower eads and cooperating ends of
said bent connecting element being coiled and formed into
laterally projecting loops, said loops providing limit stops
for the lower end of the article which is positioned be-
tween the jaws, and said stops being positioned in a com-
mon plane, a plane which is below the plane of the free
jower ends of the respective short legs.
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