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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JAMES B. M. WINBURN, OF GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA. 

BOOK-SUPPORT AND ARM - REST. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 644,346, dated February 27, 1900. 
Application filed January 31, 1899, Serial No. 704,027, (No model.) 

To all, w/on, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMESB. M. WINBURN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Gaines 
ville, in the county of Hall and State of Geor 
gia, have invented a new and useful Book 
Support and Arm-Rest, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

bOok-Supports. 
One object of the present invention is to 

provide for bookkeepers, accountants, and 
the like a book-Support adapted to adjust it 
Self to a book to support the leaves at which 
the book is opened in a horizontal position, 
Whether the book be opened at the center or 
not, and a further object of the invention is 
to provide a convenient arm-rest capable of 
adjustment to suit the character of the book 
and the position of the same on the support. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
Out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
View of a book-support and arm-rest con 
structed in accordance with this invention. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view. Fig. 
3 is a transverse sectional view. Fig. 4 is a 
Vertical sectional view illustrating the device 
at an inclination. Fig. 5 is a plan view of the 
frame, the leaves or sections being removed. 
Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of one of 
the pivoted dogs. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 

1 designates a rectangular frame construct 
ed of suitable material, preferably wood, and 
provided with longitudinal openings 2, ar 
ranged at opposite sides of a central portion 
3 and receiving the supporting devices of ad 
justable leaves or sections 4, adapted to be 
arranged on the frame flush with the central 
portion thereof and capable of being raised 
above the frame to support a book, so that its 
Open pages or leaves will be arranged in the 
Same plane to facilitate writing on the sur 
faces thereof or reading the contents of the 
Same. The leaves or sections, which are 
adapted to be raised unequal distances to 
compensate for the unequal number of leaves 

at opposite sides of an open book, are con 
nected with the frame and supported by sub 
stantially U-shaped links 5, having their 
transverse portions 6 forming pintles and 
hinged to the lower faces of the leaves or sec 
tions by suitable eyes 7, and the terminals of 
the sides of the links are bent outward to form. 
pivots 8, which are arranged in suitable bear 
ings of the frame at opposite sides of the lon 
gitudinal openings 2. 
The links permit the leaves or sections to 

be readily raised and lowered, and the latter 
are held at any desired adjustment by dogs 
9, arranged to engage ratchet-bars 10 of the 
frame. The dogs 9, which are substantially 
oblong, are hinged or pivoted to the lower 
faces of the leaves or sections at 11 and are 
provided adjacent to the pivotal points with 
arms 12, located, beneath openings 13 of the 
leaves or sections and adapted to be readily 
engaged by the finger of the operator to lift 
the dog from the rack-bars 10. The rack 
bars 10, which are arranged within the open 
ings 2, consist of T-shaped castings located 
at the top of the frame and having inwardly 
shouldered teeth. The laterally - disposed 
arms of the T-shaped castings are arranged 
transversely of the openings 2, as clearly 
illustrated in Fig. 5 of the accompanying 
drawings. 
The bottom of the frame is provided with 

a transverse opening 14, the recess being 
adapted to receive the supporting devices of 
a leaf or section 15, forming an arm-rest and 
adapted to be raised from a position flush 
with the face of the frame to a point above 
the same in order to Support the arm in con 
venient position for Writing in the book. The 
leaf or section 15 is connected with the frame 
by links 16 and is supported by a dog 18 en 
gaging a rack-bar 19, constructed similar to 
those heretofore described and arranged at 
one side of the frame. The rack-bar has in 
Wardly-shouldered teeth, and the dog is pro 
vided at its point of connection with the leaf 
or section with a laterally-disposed substan 
tially --shaped arm 18, extending beyond 
the frame and adapted to be readily grasped 
by the operator. 
The book-support and arm-rest, which is 

designed to be normally arranged in a hori 
ZOntal position, may be supported at an in 
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clination, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 4 of the accompanying drawings, by a hinged bar 
21 and a hinged brace or prop 22, both adapt 
ed to fold within a recess 23 beneath the cen 
tral portion of the frame. The bar 21, which 
is hinged at the inner end of the recess 23 at 
24, is provided with a series of transverse 
grooves 25, forming a ratchet and adapted to 
be arranged by the prop or brace 22, which 
is substantially U-shaped. The sides of the 
prop or brace have their terminals bent out 
Ward to form pivots for engaging bearing 
openings or sockets at the outer end of the 
recess 23, and by adjusting the brace or prop 
from one groove to another the inclination 
of the device may be varied. The grooved 
bar 21 may have the grooves formed in it di 
rectly, or it may be provided with a metal 
plate having suitable grooves for the recep 
tion of the brace or prop. 
The invention has the following advan 

tages: The book-support, which is simple and 
comparatively inexpensive in construction, is 
adapted to hold a book so that its open leaves 
Will lie in the same plane, and the independ 
ently-adjustable sections compensate for the 
Varying thickness of the sides of the book. 
The leaf or section at the foot or front of the 
device forms an arm-rest and is capable of 
adjustment to suit the size and position of a 
book, and the entire device may be arranged 
at an inclination, if desired. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and mi 

nor details of construction may be resorted 
to Without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of this invention. 
What is claimed is 
1. In a device of the class described, the 

combination of a frame, an adjustable section 
connected with the frame and adapted to be 
raised and lowered, said section being pro 
vided with an opening, and a dog mounted on 
the Section and arranged to engage the frame 
to maintain the section at any desired adjust 
ment, said dog being located at the said open 
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ing, whereby it is adapted to be engaged by 
the finger of the operator, substantially as 
described. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a frame, having openings and provided 
therein with ratchets, adjustable leaves or 
sections arranged at the openings and pro 
vided with finger-openings, links connecting 
the leaves or sections with the frame, and 
dogs mounted on the leaves or sections at the 
finger-openings thereof and engaging the 
ratchets, substantially as described. 

3. A device of the class described, compris 
ing a frame provided with ratchets, independ 
ently-adjustable leaves or sections having 
openings, links connecting the leaves or sec 
tions with the frame, and dogs mounted on 
the leaves or sections and engaging the ratch 
ets, said dogs being provided with arms ar 
ranged at the openings of the leaves or sec 
tions, substantially as described. 

4. A device of the class described compris 
ing a frame provided with parallel side open 
ings and having a transverse opening at its 
bottom, T-shaped castings arranged at the 
upper ends of the side openings and at one end 
of the transverse opening and provided with 
ratchets disposed longitudinally of the said 
openings, the leaves or sections 4 arranged at 
opposite sides of the frame and provided with 
finger-openings, the transverse leaf 15, links 
connecting the leaves or sections with the 
frame, dogs mounted on the leaves or sec 
tions and engaging the ratchets, the dogs of 
the leaves or sections 4 being provided with 
arms located at the finger-onenings, substan 
tially as and for the purpose described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES B. M. WINBURN. 
Witnesses: 

W. B. SMITH, 
THOS. M. BELL. 
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