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"0"  document referring fo an oml disclosure, use, exhibition or other

irrvolve an inventive siep when the document is combined with one or more other
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"&"  decument member of the same patent family
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Box No. Il Observations where certain elaims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain ¢laims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
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L |:| Claims Nos.:
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the subject matter listed in Rule 39 on which, under Article 17¢2)(a)(i), an international search is not required to be
carried out, including

2, |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an ¢xtent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. Il  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continnation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See Supplemental Box for Details

Ag all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
scarchable claims.

As all gearchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

Ag only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

1-5, 7-30, 3541, 44-46, 49

[ (1 [

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees wete accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the timne limit specified in the invitation,

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box I11

This Infernational Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the claims into distinet
groups:

¢ Invention A: Claims 1-8, 35-41 (in part) are directed towards a nasal interface comprising a first prong, a second prong and
a gases manifold. The gases manifold comprising a gases inlet. . The feature of the gases inlet in flnid communication
with a breathable tube is specific to this group of claims.

¢ Invention B; Claims 9-31, 35-41 (in part), 44, 45, 46, 49 are directed towards a nasal interface comprising a first prong, a
second prong and a gases manifold. The feature of wherein the first prong has a larger inner cross-sectional area in a
direction transverse to gases flow through the first prong than a corresponding inner cross-sectional area of the second
prong in a direction transverse to gases flow through the second prong is specific to this group of claims.

¢ Invention C: Claims 32-34, 35-41 (in part} are directed towards a nasal interface comprising a first prong, a second prong
and a gases manifold,. The fegture of wherein the gases manifold is reconfigurable relative to the cannnla body between a
first configuration and a second configuration is specific to this group of claims.

+ InventionD: Claims 42, 43 are directed towards a nasal interface comprising a first prong, a second prong and a gases
manifold. The feature of wherein the nasal inferface is configured such that at least about 60% of a total volumetric flow
rate of gases flow into the gases inlet is delivered out of the nasal interface through the first prong is specific to this group
of claims.

¢ Invention E: Claim 47 is directed towards a nasal interface comprising a first prong, a second prong and a gases manifold. .
The feature of wherein an extemnal surface of the cannula body between the first prong and the second prong comprises a
dip is specific to this group of claims.

s Invention F: Claim 48 is directed towards a nagal interface comprising a first prong, a second prong and a gases manifold. .
The feature of the nasal interface further comprising two side arms comprising wing portions extending laterally from
either side of the cannula body, the nasal intetface comprising or provided in combination a tube retention clip is specific
to this group of claims.

s Invention G: Claim 30 is directed towards a respiratory therapy system comprising a respimatory therapy apparatus and a
nasal interface. The feature of the respiratory therapy apparatus comprising a controller, blood oxygen safuration sensor,
ambient air inlet, oxygen inlet, valve, gases ontlet is specific to this group of claims.

s Invention H: Claim 51 is directed towards a respiratory therapy system comprising a respiratory therapy apparatus and a
nasal interface.. The feature of the respiratory therapy apparatus comprising comprising a gases inlet, gases cutlet,
nebulizer is specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the
claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

‘When there is no special technical feature common to all ihe claimed inventions there is no unity of invention

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not
common fo all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship. The only feature commen to
all of the claimed inventions and which provides a technical relationship among them is is a nasal interface comprising first and
second prongs, a gases manifold comprising a gases inlet, wherein the first and second prongs are in fhyid communication with the
gases inlet. In addition, the feature of asymmetrical prongs is also considered common to all gronps A-H (as asymmetrical prongs

Form PCT/I3A/210 (Supplemental Box) (July 2019)
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Supplemental Box

inherently produce “an asymmetrical flow of gascs at a patient’s nares”, as defined in claim 1; and the different cross-sectional arcas
of two prongs imply that the prongs are asymmetrical, see claim 9; the rest of independent claims all explicitly define the feature of
"asymmetrical prongs").

However this feature does not make a contribution over the prior art because it is disclosed in;
WO 2015/020540 Al (FISHER & PAYKEL HEALTHCARE LIMITED) 12 February 2015 (see abstract, Fig. 4a).

Therefore in the Light of this document this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Therefore there is no special
technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied
posteriori,

NOTE: As mentioned in the Invitation to Pay (I'TP) fees, where appended claims introdnce features of one of the claimed inventions
and yet are additionally appendad to ¢laims directed to any other of the claimed inventions, such claims will only be searched and
reporied on o the extent that additional search fees have been paid for all such claimed inventions, In particular, appendsd claims 6
and 31 introduce the features of the Group (3) and vet are additionally appended to claims directed to the Groups (1) and (2)
respectively. Since only one additional fee was paid for Invention B, ¢laims 6 and 31 will not be searched or examined,

Form PCT/I3A/210 (Supplemental Box) (July 2019)
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