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3 Claims.

The present invention rélates to an improve-
-ment in a hair curler.

Many forms of hair curlers-are known in the
‘art and the simpler forms thereof comprise a
spool about which a strand. of hair is wound to
form a curl. These curlers are provided with a
retaining member for retaining the curl in its
wound position upon the spool. The main use of
such. curlers is for forming and retaining a wound
curl of hair for subsequent treatment to impart
a permanent wave to the strand of hair. =" In one
device of the prior art known to me, the retaining
member consists of a rubber band fixed to one
end of the spool and provided at its other end
with an opening adapted to fit over a projection
formed at the other end of the sposl. In another
known prior art device a cord or siring is fixed at
one end to one end of the spool with the other
end of the spool being slotted so that the cord
may be draw taut and fixed in the' slotted end
of the spool retaining the curl in wound posi-
tion upon the spool. However, both of the re-
taining members of the devices referred to are
quite flexible and do not satisfactorily serve their
intended purpose.

According to my. invention, I propose to pro-
vide a spool, a spring retaining member, and
means providing for frictionally securing -the
spring member to opposite ends of the spool.
The leaf spring member preferably is construct-
ed of material of sufficient strength to adequately
hold the wound curl, and provides for frictional
engagement of the parts to retain them in assem-
bled position. In a preferred embodiment of my
invention the spring member is of leaf form and
constructed of wood so that a satisfactory curler
may be provided without utilizing present critical
materials. It will be understood however that
the parts may be made of metal, plastic, or other
suitable material.

It is an object of my invention, therefore, to
provide a hair curler comprising a spool, a leaf

spring member, and means for frictionally re-

taining the leaf spring member in detachable re-
lation to the spool. More specifically it is an ob-
ject to provide & spool having enlarged fanges
at opposite ends thereof provided with slots for
receiving the ends of the curl retainnig leaf
spring member to frictionally retain the latter
in assembled relation with respect to the spool.
If desired each of the inner surfaces of the end
flanges of the spool may be provided with a plu-
rality of slots affording a plurality of positions
in which the leaf spring member may be fric-
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‘tionally -retained in. assembled relamon w1th ré-
~spect to-the spool.

Other objects and advantages wﬂl appearifrom

:the detfail description.

. ‘In the drawing: -
Pigure .1 .is ‘8 Dperspéctive -view of the -curler
of rmy invention -with :the eurl Tetammg spnng

‘member in: position. upodnsthe:spool;

‘Figure: 2:is-4: perspective . view: of: the:cutler: of
my invention with the spring member for re-
taining the wound curl in position shown re-
moved and spaced away from the spool;

Figure. 3 is. a detail vertical sectional view
taken substantially on the line 3—38 of Pigure 1
looking in the direction indicated by the arrow;

Figure 4 is an elevational view of the curler
of my invention with the parts in assembled po-
tion and with a strand of hair wound upon the
spool; and
- Figure 5 is a plan view of the curler shown in
Figure 4.

Referring now to the drawing, it will be seen
that I have provided a spool 6 comprising an
elongated substantially cylindrical portion 1
having enlarged flange members 8, preferably
annular in form to facilitate manipulation of the
spool in winding a strand of hair into a curl

thereon. In the embodiment of the invention -

shown the spool 6 is made of wood and the an-
nular end flanges 8 are formed integral with the
spool. A pair of slots 9 are formed in the inner
suriace of each of the annular flange members
8 and extend transversely of the longitudinal
axis of the cylindrical portion of the spool. A
leaf spring retaining member 10 is formed with
a reduced intermediate portion 1i and tapered

© end portions 12.
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In the embodiment of the invention illustrated
in the drawings, a strand of hair 16 has been
wound upon the spool beginning with the free end
of the strand toward the scalp of the person,
Upon completion of the winding of the strand
of hair upon the spool the leaf spring member
18 is adapted to be inserted by movement trans-
versely of the longitudinal axis of the substan-
tially cylindrical portion T by inserting the ta-
pered ends 12 into opposed slots § of the annular
end flanges 8. It will be observed from Figures
1 and 3 that the spring retaining member 10
will be slightly bowed by the wound curl and
the ends 2 will engage the walls defining the
slots 9 to frictionally retain the leaf spring mem-
ber 10 in assembled relation with respect to the
spool €. Preferably, slots 8 are provided on

either side of the spool 6 to provide a plurality
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of positions in which the leaf spring member may
be assembled with the spool depending upon the
position the spool assumes upon completion of
the winding of the strand of hair.

‘While I have shown what I consider to be the
preferred embodiment of my invention it will be
understood that various modifications and re-
arrangements may be made therein without de-
parting from :the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

I claim:

1. A hair curler comprising a spool about‘

which a strand of hair is adapted to be wound
to form a curl having enlarged flange members
at. its opposite ends, a leaf spring member ex-
tending between said flange members for re-
taining the curl in wound position on the spool,
and means providing for engagement cf the cp-
posite ends of said leaf spring member adjacent

the junction of the spool with the inner sur- &

faces of said enlarged flanges for detachably re-
taining the leaf spring member and spocl in:as-
sembled relation.

2. A hair curler comprising a spool about
which a strand of hair is adapted to be wound
to form a curl having enlarged flange members at
its opposite ends, said flange members having
opposed aligned slots extending thereinto irom
the inner surfaces thereof, a resilient leaf mem-
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ber overlying said spool and within the ends of
said flange members for retaining the curl in
wound position upon the spool, said leaf member
being adapted to be bowed outwardly away from
said spool upon engagement with the wound curl
providing for frictional engagement of the oppo-
site ends of said member with the walls defining
the opposed slots in said flanges to detachably
retain the leaf member and spool in assembled
relation.

3. A hair curler comprising & spool about
which a strand of hair is adapted to be wound
having annular end members of greater diameter

_than the diameter of the spool, said annular end

members having opposed aligned slots extending
thereinto from the inner surfaces thereof adja-
cent the junction of the spool with the end mem-

" bers, a resilient leaf member overlying said spool

and within the annular end members for retain-
ing the curl in wound position uvpon the spool,
said leaf member being adapted to be howed out-
wardly away from said speol upon engagement
with the wound curl providing for {rictional en-
gagement of the ends of said leaf member with
the walls defining the opposed slots in said annu-
lar end members to detachably retain the leaf
member and spool in assembled relation.

ROBERT J. STERLING.



