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HOLDER FOR PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claim priority under 35 U.S.C. 
S119(e) from the U.S. provisional patent application entitled 
“Device Holder for In-car Use filed on 21 Dec. 2007 and 
assigned Application No. 61/015,827, and which is incorpo 
rated herein by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 The present invention generally relates to holding or 
otherwise Supporting portable electronic devices in an auto 
mobile, and particularly relates to device holders having resil 
ient bodies. 

BACKGROUND 

0003 Portable electronic devices are commonly used in 
vehicles, with popular examples including cellular tele 
phones and route-guidance GPS devices. For reasons of 
safety and usability, it is common to secure Such devices in 
various types of rigid holders, which are permanently or 
temporarily mounted within the vehicle. Examples include 
the well known suction cup holders commonly used for GPS 
devices. With such holders, a rigid device carrier provides a 
Snap-in or other device-locking mount, and includes a strong 
Suction-cup base for securing the carrier to the inside Surface 
of a vehicle's windshield. Suchholders offer the advantage of 
placing the mounted electronic device high within the driver's 
line of sight, but they are disadvantageous in a number of 
respects. 
0004 For example, suction mounts can mar the wind 
shield surface, or at least leave visible rings on the window. 
Further, the performance of suction mounts depends strongly 
on having clean Suction cup and windshield Surfaces, mean 
ing that Some care must be taken to keep the Suction mount(s) 
clean when the holder is not in use. Still further, suction 
mounts tend to lose their grip when the vehicle interior gets 
hot (i.e., in a parked car during Summertime). 
0005. Alternatives commonly rely on permanent/semi 
permanent dashboard mounts, such as carriers that mount to 
dashboard vents, or two-piece carriers that mount to and 
detach from a permanently-mounted base. Such bases typi 
cally are glued on or screwed into the vehicle's dashboard or 
other interior structure. These alternatives have the disadvan 
tage of requiring permanently-mounted fixtures. 

SUMMARY 

0006. In one embodiment, a holder for retaining a portable 
electronic device on a dashboard of an automobile comprises 
a resilient body that includes a generally wedge-shaped sec 
tion for resiliently wedging into an angled space formed 
between the dashboard and a windshield of the automobile, 
and a device recess configured to Snugly hold the portable 
electronic device. The device recess is located in the resilient 
body such that it faces an interior of the automobile when the 
holder is wedged into place, and therefore allows the holder to 
maintain a portable electronic device in an easily viewed/ 
accessed orientation. 
0007. In another embodiment, a system for retaining por 
table electronic devices on automobile dashboards comprises 
a set of holders, each holder comprising a resilient body 
including a generally wedge-shaped section for resiliently 
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wedging into an angled space formed between a dashboard 
and a windshield of an automobile. Further, each holder 
includes a device recess located in the resilient body, such it 
that faces an interior of the automobile when the holder is 
wedged into place. The device recess of eachholder is dimen 
Sioned for a given size of portable electronic devices, and 
different holders in the set are characterized by having differ 
ently dimensioned device recesses, corresponding to differ 
ent portable device form factors, and/or by having differently 
dimensioned wedge-shaped sections, corresponding to dif 
ferent ranges of dashboard-windshield angles. 
0008. However, the present invention is not limited to the 
above Summary of features and advantages. Indeed, those 
skilled in the art will recognize additional features and advan 
tages upon reading the following detailed description, and 
upon viewing the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0009 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a 
holder for a portable electronic device. 
0010 FIG. 2 is a diagram of a conventional portable elec 
tronic device, e.g., a GPS device, as an example of a device 
that can be securely and protectively held by the holder of 
FIG 1. 
0011 FIG. 3 is a side view of one embodiment of a holder. 
0012 FIG. 4 is a side view of one embodiment of a holder 
wedged into place within the angled space formed between 
the dashboard and windshield of an automobile. 
(0013 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a two-piece assem 
bly, forming one embodiment of a holder. 
0014 FIG. 6 is a side view of a two-piece assembly, form 
ing one embodiment of a holder. 
0015 FIG. 7 is a front view of a face, formed on a back 
portion of a holder in one embodiment. 
0016 FIG. 8 is a side view of another embodiment of a 
holder, illustrating a wedging section profile that is advanta 
geous for certain dashboard/windshield angles. 
(0017 FIG.9 is a top view of a one embodiment of a holder, 
wherein a contact surface of the holder includes a high static 
friction coating. 
0018 FIG. 10 is a rear view of one embodiment of a 
holder, wherein contact surfaces of the holder are ribbed or 
slotted. 
0019 FIG. 11 is a diagram of one embodiment of a system 
of device holders. 
0020 FIG. 12 is a diagram of one embodiment of plurali 
ties of standardized front and backportions, that can be mixed 
and matched to form device holders targeted to particular 
styles of vehicles, and to particular device form factors. 
0021 FIG. 13 is a front view of a holder in one embodi 
ment, illustrating a grid of removable elements. 
0022 FIG. 14 is a perspective view of one embodiment of 
a removable element. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

(0023 FIG. 1 depicts one embodiment of a holder 10, 
which is configured for retaining a portable electronic device 
on the dashboard of an automobile. (Neither the device or 
automobile are shown in FIG. 1.) The holder 10 comprises a 
resilient body 12, which includes a generally wedge-shaped 
section 14, for resiliently wedging into an angled space 
formed between the dashboard and a windshield of the auto 
mobile. The body 12 further includes a device recess 16, 
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which is located in the resilient body 12 such it that faces an 
interior of the automobile when the holder 10 is wedged into 
place on an automobile's dashboard. In a preferred embodi 
ment, the device recess 16 is configured to Snugly hold the 
portable electronic device, thereby securely and safely retain 
ing the device while the automobile is in use. 
0024. In the illustrated embodiment, the resilient body 12 
of the holder 10 includes a front portion 18 that includes the 
device recess 16, and further includes and a back portion 20 
that extends rearward from the front portion 18. The back 
portion 20 includes the generally wedge-shaped section 14, 
for resiliently wedging into the angled space formed between 
an automobile's dashboard and its windshield. 
0025. In one embodiment, the resilient body 12 is a unitary 
body, including integrally connected front and back portions 
18 and 20. In such embodiments, the device recess 16 is cutor 
otherwise formed in the unitary body. In another embodi 
ment, the front and backportions 18 and 20 comprise separate 
body parts connected together to form the resilient body 12. 
In at least one such embodiment, the front portion 18 detach 
ably connects to the back portion 20, to allow different front 
portions 18 having differently-dimensioned device recesses 
16 to be connected to the same backportion 20. In the same or 
other embodiments, the front portion 18 detachably connects 
to the back portion 20, to allow different back portions 20 
having differently dimensioned generally wedge-shaped sec 
tions 14 to be connected to the same front portion 18. 
0026. Further, in at least one embodiment, the resilient 
body 12 includes one or more slits or other openings 26 into 
the device recess 16. These openings 26 correspond to one or 
more cable connections of a portable electronic device, and 
they thereby provide for cabled usage of the portable elec 
tronic device while it is seated in the device recess 16. As a 
non-limiting example, FIG. 2 depicts a conventional portable 
electronic device 28, which includes a number of cables (e.g., 
data, power, etc.) connected to it. Referring back to FIG. 1, 
one sees that Such cables can be inserted through the openings 
26 formed in the resilient body 12. 
0027. In particular, the depicted front portion 18 “frames' 
and therefore defines the device recess 16, and the openings 
26 can be formed by molding, cutting, etc., through the fram 
ing section of the front portion 18. Notably, because the 
framing section of the front portion 18 is resilient in one or 
more embodiments, it can be dimensioned slightly undersize, 
or at least in close conformance to the device dimensions of 
interest, thereby allowing the resilient body 12 to snugly hold 
the device 28. In at least one embodiment, the resilient body 
12 is formed from polyurethane or other foam rubber, and it 
has good resiliency and elasticity. As such, a given device 
recess 16 can accommodate a range of device sizes, i.e., it can 
stretch to some extent, and also can accommodate somewhat 
irregular device contours, even if its borders are more uni 
formly shaped. 
0028. In a similar aspect of its adaptability, the generally 
wedge-shaped section 14, extending rearward as part of the 
rear portion 20, can be squashed or otherwise compressed 
into a range of opening sizes. FIG.3 depicts a side view of one 
embodiment of the holder 10, where one configuration of the 
generally wedge-shaped section 14 is shown in profile. FIG. 
4 correspondingly depicts a partial side view of an automo 
bile, showing the holder 10 wedged into place, in the angled 
space formed between the automobile's dashboard and its 
windshield. Advantageously, the resiliency of the wedged 
shaped section 14 allows it to be squashed or otherwise 
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stuffed into the angled space, such that the holder 10 is 
robustly retained in its desired position on the dashboard of 
the automobile. 
0029. Of course, it is contemplated herein that advanta 
geous structure (e.g., wedge-shaped section 14 and Snugly 
retaining device recess 16) and material properties (e.g., foam 
or other resilient body material) allow the holder 10 to be used 
for portable electronic device retention in other spaces. Non 
limiting examples including wedging the holder 10 into a 
vehicle console compartment, in between vehicle seats, etc. 
The holder 10 also can be used to wedge a device conve 
niently into place within a backpack or other travel bag, for 
easy access and viewing. 
0030 FIG. 5 provides fabrication details for one embodi 
ment of the holder 10, wherein the resilient body 12 is formed 
from separate front and back portions 18 and 20. More par 
ticularly, in this embodiment, the resilient body 12 comprises 
front and back portions 18 and 20 that are connected together 
to form the holder 10, wherein the back portion includes a 
substantially planar face 30 for mounting the front portion 18, 
and wherein the front portion 18 includes a frame that defines 
the device recess 16 when the front portion 18 is mounted to 
the face 30 of the back portion 20. In this view, one sees that 
the back portion 20 includes opposing top and bottom Sur 
faces arcuately tapering rearward from the face 30, thereby 
forming the generally wedge-shaped section 14. 
0031. With this two-piece arrangement, the device recess 
16 is formed when the front portion 18 is mounted to the face 
30 of the backportion 20. Momentarily referring back to FIG. 
1, one sees that the frame 22 surrounds the cut-out 32 and thus 
forms the perimeter for the device recess 16. One also sees 
that the recess bottom surface 24 is a part of the backportion's 
face 30. It also should be noted that the cut-out 32 generally is 
dimensioned for a particular style or type of device (a targeted 
device form factor), although the resiliency of the holder 10 
means that the contours of the device recess 16 can stretch or 
otherwise conform to a range of device sizes. 
0032. Also, as noted, other arrangements for fabricating 
the holder 10 are contemplated herein, such as where the 
device recess 16 is wholly formed within the front portion 18. 
As a further alternative, the device recess 16 may be molded 
in or cut in, where the front and back portions 18 and 20 are 
integrally connected together, in embodiments where the 
resilient body 12 is unitary. Also, it should be noted that the 
mounting of the front portion 18 to the backportion 20 can be 
permanent, such as by adhesive joining, or it may be non 
permanent, Such as through the use of magnets, hook-and 
loop fasteners (e.g., VELCRO), etc. FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate 
one embodiment of a non-permanent connection between the 
front and back portions 18 and 20, wherein one or more 
hook-and-loop, magnetic, or other fasteners 34 are mounted 
to the face 30 of the back portion 20, and corresponding, 
complementary fasteners 36 are mounted in aligned fashion 
to the corresponding surface of the front portion 18. 
0033 FIG. 8 depicts a further variation, which may be 
practiced independent of permanent and non-permanent 
variations on the connection between the front portion 18 and 
the backportion20. Here, the backportion 20 includes oppos 
ing top and bottom concave Surfaces 38, which taper rearward 
from the face 30 and terminate in a wedge-shaped protuber 
ance that comprises the generally wedge-shaped section 14. 
This arrangement can be particularly advantageous in auto 
mobiles that have relatively shallow windshield-to-dash 
board angles, because it allows greater wedging depth and 
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more robust retention. Of course, in automobiles that have 
steeper windshield-to-dash angles, such as in SUVs (e.g., 
JEEPS, etc.), the wedge contouring introduced in FIG. 1 is 
more appropriate. In fact, it is contemplated herein that hold 
ers 10 having different radii of curvature for their wedging 
sections 14 and/or having different wedging profiles (e.g., 
compound curvatures or differently tapered) can be manufac 
tured, to Suit a wide range of vehicle types. 
0034. Other embodiments that offer enhanced in-place 
holding are shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, and it should be under 
stood that these enhancements can be used with a variety of 
wedging profiles and dimensions. FIG. 9, in particular, 
depicts a top view of a holder 10, wherein a portion of the top 
Surface is coated with a high static-friction coating 40. Such 
coatings sometimes are referred to as high “stiction' coatings. 
It should be understood that a like coating may be used on the 
bottom of the holder 10. In at least one embodiment, a rubber 
coating, such as a soft, high tactility rubberization, is used on 
the top and bottom contact Surfaces of the generally wedge 
shaped section 14, allowing better gripping with the automo 
bile windshield and dashboard. (Additionally, UV-protective 
coatings may be applied generally to the exterior of the holder 
10, to increase longevity.) FIG. 10 depicts a rear-view of one 
embodiment of the holder 10, and shows a further alternative 
to increased grip, wherein a plurality of ribs or slots 42 are 
used to enhance grip when the holder 10 is wedged into place. 
0035. Thus, in one or more embodiments, one or more 
contact surfaces of the resilient body 12 are coated with a high 
static friction Surface coating, for enhancing wedged reten 
tion of the holder 10. Additionally, or alternatively, in one or 
more embodiments, one or more contact Surfaces of the resil 
ient body 12 are ribbed or slotted, for enhancing wedged 
retention of the holder 10. Various enhancements are there 
fore contemplated for making the holder 10 hold in place 
more robustly on the dashboard of an automobile. 
0036. Of course, it is advantageous if good wedging and 
device retention performance is provided across a range of 
automobile types, and for a range of portable electronic 
device form factors. To that end, it was noted that the front and 
back portions 18 and 20 comprise separate body parts in one 
or more embodiments, which are connected together to form 
the resilient body 12. In one such embodiment, the front 
portion 18 detachably connects to the back portion 20, to 
allow different front portions 18 having differently dimen 
Sioned device recesses 16 to be connected (one at a time) to 
the same back portion 20. Additionally, or alternatively, such 
an arrangement allows different back portions 20 having dif 
ferently dimensioned generally wedge-shaped sections 14 to 
be connected (one at a time) to the same front portion 18. 
0037. In this manner, a user buys the front portion 18 that 
best matches the type of portable electronic device to be held 
by the holder 10, and buys the back portion 20 that best 
matches the type of automobile the holder 10 will be used in. 
Indeed, as depicted in FIG. 11, it is contemplated herein to 
manufacture or otherwise provide a system 50 for retaining 
portable electronic devices on automobile dashboards. Such a 
system 50 comprises a set of holders 10 (e.g., holders 10-1, 
10-2. . . . , 10-R), each one comprising a resilient body 12 
including a generally wedge-shaped section 14 for resiliently 
wedging into an angled space formed between a dashboard 
and a windshield of an automobile, and further including a 
device recess 16 located in the resilient body 12 such it that 
faces an interior of the automobile when the holder is wedged 
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into place, e.g., see FIG. 4 for orientation of the device recess 
16 when the holder 10 is properly wedged into position on the 
dashboard. 
0038. The device recess 16 of any given holder 10 is 
dimensioned for a given size of portable electronic devices, 
and the different holders 10 in the set are characterized by at 
least one of differently dimensioned device recesses 16, cor 
responding to different portable device form factors, and dif 
ferently dimensioned wedge-shaped sections 14, correspond 
ing to different ranges of dashboard-windshield angles. The 
resilient body 12 of each holder 10 comprises a back portion 
20 that includes the generally wedge-shaped section 14, and 
a front portion 18 that connects to the back portion 20 and 
defines the device recess 16. 
0039. In at least one embodiment of the system50, there is 
at least one standardized back portion 20 having a given 
wedge-shaped section profile, and a plurality of standardized 
front portions 18, each having given device recess dimen 
sions, such that a holder 10 for a particular size or style of 
portable electronic device is constructed by joining the appro 
priate standardized front portion 18 to the appropriate stan 
dardized back portion 20. Preferably, the at least one stan 
dardized back portion 20 comprises a plurality of 
standardized back portions 20, each having given wedge 
shaped section dimensions, such that a holder 10 for a given 
automobile size or style and for a particular size or style of 
portable electronic device is constructed by joining the appro 
priate standardized front portion 18 to the appropriate stan 
dardized back portion 20. 
0040 FIG. 12 depicts such an embodiment of the contem 
plated system 50, wherein the system 50 includes a plurality 
52 of differently configured front portions 18 (e.g., 18-1, 
18-2, ..., 18-N), each one having a differently dimensioned 
device cut-out 32 (e.g., cut-out 32-1, 32-2. . . . , 32-N). The 
system 50 further includes a plurality 54 of differently con 
figured back portions 20 (e.g., 20-1, 20-2, ..., 20-M), each 
one having a differently dimensioned wedge-shaped section 
14 (e.g., 14-1, 14-2. . . . , 14-M). With this arrangement, a 
manufacturer or vendor can provide a holder 10 that is par 
ticularized for a given style of automobile and for a given 
style of portable electronic device simply by selecting a given 
one of the front portions 18 and a given one of the back 
portions 20. 
0041. These items may be made available in component 
form, allowing the consumer to do the required mixing and 
matching, or such items may be pre-assembled, such that a 
consumer purchases pre-assembled front and back portions 
18 and 20 having the desired configurations. Also, it should be 
noted that the overall dimensions of the holder 10 can be 
varied. Referring back to FIG. 1 for reference, in one example 
embodiment “w” and “h” are about 5 inches each, “d 1' is 
about 1.5 inches, and “d2 is about 3.5 inches. Example 
recess dimensions are 3% inches wide, 27/8 inches high at the 
terminal points of the depicted arch, and 3/8 inches at the 
apex of the arch. Of course, different families of holders 10 
can be manufactured by varying one or more of these dimen 
sions, and the size and border contours of the device recess 16 
can be made to match a particular device form factor or range 
of form factors. Because the device recess 16 is framed by a 
resilient border, a given range of device sizes and shapes can 
be accommodated. 

0042 FIG. 13 illustrates yet another embodiment of the 
holder 10 aimed at increased configurability. In particular, 
FIG. 13 depicts a front view of the holder 10 (i.e., looking at 
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the face of the front portion 18, as would be viewed by an 
automobile occupant), wherein a front-most portion of the 
resilient body 12 includes a grid 60 of individually removable 
foam elements 62, such that the device recess 16 (not shown 
in FIG. 13) is formed by a user of the holder 10 plucking or 
otherwise removing individual ones of the foam elements 62 
in a pattern that corresponds to a form factor of the portable 
electronic device. FIG. 14 depicts a given foam element 62, 
showing its torn end 64 after being plucked from the grid 60. 
0043. With the pluck grid 60 and the other examples given 
herein, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the holder 
10 can be manufactured or otherwise adapted to a wide range 
of automobile styles and portable electronic device form fac 
tors. Broadly, the holder 10 comprises a resilient body 12 that 
is advantageously configured to Snugly retain a portable elec 
tronic device in place on the dashboard of an automobile, 
based on wedging the holder 10 into the angled space between 
the automobile's dashboard and its windshield. 
0044. In one or more embodiments, the holder 10 is a soft 
foam rubber device that is designed to hold many commonly 
used in-car electronic devices Snug and secure, for safe and 
convenient use in all vehicle types. The design and materials 
used to construct the holder 10 allow it to firmly hold and 
"wedge' into the angled space between a vehicle's dashboard 
and its windshield. The holder 10 also can be wedged into 
many other convenient locations within an automobile, e.g., 
between seats, within console recesses, etc., according to the 
needs of the vehicle occupants. 
0045. As non-limiting examples, different models of the 
holder 10 are manufactured or otherwise provided, with each 
model targeted to a different style of portable electronic 
device, and, optionally, different models or model variations 
are provided for different vehicle types. In particular, it is 
contemplated to provide different models of the holder 10 
targeted to the most popular styles of GPS units, such as those 
from TOM-TOM and GARMIN. For example, a number of 
GARMINGPS model families share a common form factor, 
and a given model of the holder 10 can be configured with a 
device recess 16 matched to that form factor. The same can be 
done for TOM-TOM, MAGELLAN, and other popular GPS 
equipment. Likewise, different holder models can be targeted 
to popular cellular telephone form factors from various manu 
facturers, including SONY-ERICSSON, NOKIA, SAM 
SUNG, and APPLE (e.g., the IPHONE). 
0046) With an appropriately dimensioned device recess 
16, the holder 10 snugly and securely retains the portable 
electronic device seated within the device recess 16, in an 
operable position. That is, when the holder 10 is properly 
wedged into place on a vehicle's dashboard, or otherwise 
wedged into a desired space, the device recess 16 seats the 
retained device in its face-up, operable position (if the device 
allows for Such seating), and allows a user to use or otherwise 
interact with the device. Also, as noted, various models of the 
holder 10 include cable openings, which allow device cables 
to be routed into the device recess 16 through the resilient 
body 12 of the holder 10, thereby allowing a device seated 
within the holder 10 to maintain its data and/or power con 
nections. 

0047 Advantageously, the holder 10 can be tilted, turned 
and adjusted in an essentially unlimited range of positions, as 
needed or desired. The holder 10 also offers enhanced pro 
tection and security for portable electronic devices, by Snugly 
retaining them within a resilient body 12 that provides impact 
protection. (To that end, the depth of the device recess 16 may 
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be set to a value that allows for seated devices to be recessed 
from the front face of the holder 10, thereby providing extra 
device protection. Additionally, when not in use, electronic 
equipment (which is routinely sought out by thieves) can be 
hidden out of sight by simply removing the holder 10 from the 
dashboard, and placing or stuffing it in a more discreet loca 
tion within the vehicle. 
0048 More particularly, the holder 10 remains functional 
So long as its body 12 retains sufficient resiliency, and there 
are no moving parts or sealing Surfaces (like Suction cups) to 
wear out. As such, the holder 10 can be installed and removed 
an essentially unlimited number of times, directly comple 
menting the desire to more discreetly stow valuable electron 
ics once a vehicle is parked. From the user's perspective, 
“installing the holder 10 entails no more than wedging it into 
place, and uninstalling the holder 10 entails no more than 
un-wedging it. With these and other advantages in mind, 
those skilled in the art will appreciate that the present inven 
tion is not limited to the foregoing discussion and accompa 
nying drawings. Instead, the present invention is limited only 
by the following claims and their legal equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A holder for retaining a portable electronic device on a 

dashboard of an automobile, said holder comprising a resil 
ient body including: 

a generally wedge-shaped section for resiliently wedging 
into an angled space formed between the dashboard and 
a windshield of the automobile; and 

a device recess located in the resilient body such it that 
faces an interior of the automobile when the holder is 
wedged into place, and configured to Snugly hold the 
portable electronic device. 

2. The holder of claim 1, wherein the resilient body com 
prises a front portion that includes the device recess and a 
back portion that extends rearward from the front portion and 
includes the generally wedge-shaped section. 

3. The holder of claim 2, wherein the resilient body is a 
unitary body including integrally connected front and back 
portions, and wherein the device recess is cut or otherwise 
formed in the unitary body. 

4. The holder of claim 2, wherein the front and back por 
tions comprise separate body parts connected together to 
form the resilient body. 

5. The holder of claim 4, wherein the front portion detach 
ably connects to the back portion, to allow different front 
portions having differently dimensioned device recesses to be 
connected to the same back portion. 

6. The holder of claim 4, wherein the front portion detach 
ably connects to the back portion, to allow different back 
portions having differently dimensioned generally wedge 
shaped sections to be connected to the same front portion. 

7. The holder of claim 1, wherein the resilient body 
includes one or more slits or other openings into the device 
recess corresponding to one or more cable connections of the 
portable electronic device, to thereby provide for cabled 
usage of the portable electronic device while it is seated in the 
device recess. 

8. The holder of claim 1, wherein one or more contact 
surfaces of the resilient body are coated with a high static 
friction Surface coating, for enhancing wedged retention of 
the holder. 

9. The holder of claim 1, wherein one or more contact 
surfaces of the resilient body are ribbed or slotted, for enhanc 
ing wedged retention of the holder. 
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10. The holder of claim 1, wherein a back portion of the 
resilient body includes a face to which a front portion of the 
resilient body connects, and wherein the back portion 
includes opposing top and bottom concave Surfaces tapering 
rearward from the face and terminating in a wedge-shaped 
protuberance that comprises the generally wedge-shaped sec 
tion. 

11. The holder of claim 1, wherein a back portion of the 
resilient body includes a face to which a front portion of the 
resilient body connects, and wherein the back portion 
includes opposing top and bottom surfaces arcuately tapering 
rearward from the face, thereby forming the generally wedge 
shaped section. 

12. The holder of claim 1, wherein the resilient body com 
prises front and back portions that are connected together to 
form the holder, and wherein the back portion includes a 
Substantially planar face for mounting the front portion, and 
wherein the front portion includes a frame that defines the 
device recess when the front portion is mounted to the face of 
the back portion. 

13. The holder of claim 1, wherein a front portion of the 
resilient body includes a grid of individually removable foam 
elements, such that the device recess is formed by a user of the 
holder plucking or otherwise removing individual ones of the 
foam elements inapattern that corresponds to a form factor of 
the portable electronic device. 

14. A system for retaining portable electronic devices on 
automobile dashboards comprises a set of holders, each 
holder comprising a resilient body including a generally 
wedge-shaped section for resiliently wedging into an angled 
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space formed between a dashboard and a windshield of an 
automobile, and further including a device recess located in 
the resilient body such it that faces an interior of the automo 
bile when the holder is wedged into place, said device recess 
dimensioned for a given size of portable electronic devices, 
and wherein different holders in the set are characterized by at 
least one of differently dimensioned device recesses, corre 
sponding to different portable device form factors, and dif 
ferently dimensioned wedge-shaped sections, corresponding 
to different ranges of dashboard-windshield angles. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the resilient body of 
each holder comprises a back portion that includes the gen 
erally wedge-shaped section and a front portion that connects 
to the backportion and defines the device recess, and wherein 
the system includes at least one standardized back portion 
having a given wedge-shaped section profile, and includes a 
plurality of standardized front portions, each having given 
device recess dimensions, such that a holder for a particular 
size or style of portable electronic device is constructed by 
joining the appropriate standardized front portion to the 
appropriate standardized back portion. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the at least one stan 
dardized back portion comprises a plurality of Standardized 
back portions, each having given wedge-shaped section 
dimensions, such that a holder for a given automobile size or 
style and for a particular size or style of portable electronic 
device is constructed by joining the appropriate standardized 
front portion to the appropriate standardized back portion. 
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