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This invention is directed to, and it is an
object to provide, a novel device for removing
old or worn linoleum from a floor.

Removing linoleum from a floor manually and
with hand tools is 2 hard, tedious job. It is there-
fore a further object of this invention to pro-
vide a push-type, wheel-supported device which
is operative, upon advance over a previously side-
cut strip of linoleum, to first heat the latter to
loosen or soften the adhesive, and to then lift
such strip from the floor and wind the same
onto a driven receiving roll.

An additional object of the invention is to pro-
vide a linoleum remover which includes a lino-
leum heating unit in novel combination with
the linoleum receiving roller.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a lincleum remover which embodies a novel
arrangement for securing the side-cut linoleum
strip in connection with the receiving roll for
pick-up by, and winding onto, the same.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a linoleum remover, as in the preceding
paragraph, in which the linoleum securing ar-
rangement includes a canvas leader anchored
at one end to the receiving roll, and fitted at
the other and free end with a novel hook plate
for releasable connection with one end portion
of the linoleum strip to be picked up.

It is also an object of the invention to pro-
vide a linoleum remover which is designed for
ease and economy of manufacture.

Still another object of the invention is to
provide a practical and reliable linoleum re-
mover, and yet one which will be exceedingly
effective for the purpose for which it is designed.

These objects are accomplished by means of
such structure and relative arrangement of parts
as will fully appear by a perusal of the follow-
ing specification and claims.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view, partly broken
away, of the device.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal section
showing the device as in ‘use. )

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view, part-
1y broken away, showing the hook plate as in
use between the free end of the canvas leader
and one end of the linoleum strip to be removed.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view, partly in
section, of the linoleum strip receiving roll and
the driving arrangement therefor.

Referring now more particularly to the char-
acters of reference on the drawings, the device
comprises a box-like frame, indicated generally
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at I, which frame includes side plates 2 con-
nected at the front by a transverse top plate 3,
and therebelow by a transverse angle beam 4.
The angle beam 4 is disposed so that one por-
tion thereof is uppermost and horizontal, while
the other portion thereof is foremost and de-
pends to a point adjacent, but clear of, the
floor §.

At the upper rear corners the side plates 2
are connected by a cross rod 6, and a push handle
i extends at a forward and downward incline
toward the cross rod §; such push handle being
forked, at its lower end, as at 8. At the lower
end portions of the fork 8, the same are secured
to the side plates 2; the cross rod § extending
through said lower end portions to assure that
the handle T is maintained in proper position.

The box-like frame [ is supporied from the
floor and for movement therealong by relatively
small-diameter front wheels § journaled in
connection with the front loweir corners of
the frame |. Adjacent fhe rear lower corners
of said frame there Is a cross shaft 10
which is journaled in connection with, and spans
between, the side plates 2, and a pair of rubber-
faced, relatively large-diameter, rear wheels 1
are carried on the cross shait {0 adjacent but
inwardly of the side plates 2.

With this arrangement the device is capable
of being rolled forwardly on the floor by means
of the push handle 7.

Between the front wheels § and rear wheels 41,
the device includes a relatively large-diameter,
linoleum strip receiving roll 12, which roll is
disposed with its axis transversely of the direc-
tion of travel, and with the low point of the roll
some distance apove the floor.

The roll 12 includes a transverse center shaft
13 which is journaled at its ends in connection
with the side plates 2, as at 4.

At its ends the roll 12 is fitted with friction
bands 15, and intermediate rubber-faced roll-
ers 1§ are engaged between the rubber-faced
rear wheels 1i and the corresponding friction
bands 15, whereby rotation of the rear wheels i1
imparts a rotary drive to the roll 12, with the
latter turning in the direction indicated by the
arrow in Fig. 2. The intermediate rollers {16 are
carried on a cross shaft ¢7 journaled at its ends
in econnection with the side plates 2.

A canvas strip or leader 18 is anchored at one
end, as at 19, to the roll 12, and is of a length
to extend from such roll forwardly beneath the
transverse angle beam 4 to a termination ahead
of the device.
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The canvas leader i8 is of a width approxi-
mating the distance between the friction bands
{8, and said leader lies between the latter.

At its forward or free end the canvas leader
18 is fitted with a flat, transversely extending
hook plate 20 riveted to the canvas leader, as
at 21, with a portion of said plate projecting
ahead of the leader,

At its forward edge the hcok plate 28 includes
a plurality of upstanding sharpened prongs or
hooks 22 adapted to be penetrated from below
through the adjacent end of a previously side-
cut strip 23 of the linoleum to be removed from
the floor 8§, which strip is approximately the
width of the canvas leader i8.

After attachment of the hook plate 20 to the
linoleum strip 23, the device is slowly advanced
along such linoleum strip, with the resuit that
the canvas leader i8 first winds onto the roll {2
and then the strip 23 is gradually lifted or peeled
from the floor and wound onto said roll. The
roll 12 includes a transverse depression 24 which
receives the hooks 22 as the leader and linoleum
strip wind onto the roll (2.

The peeling or lifting of the linolewn strip 23
from the floor is facilitated by heating such strip
in advance of the roll i 2, and this is accomplished
as follows:

Directly below the transverse angle beam 4,

which beam is internally faced with a heat-re- :

sistant lining 25, there is an elongated, trans-
versely extending heating unit, indicated gen-
erally at 26. The heating unii 25 comprises a
plurality of helical resistance cecils 2%, ezch of
which is wound on a dieleciric core 23, which
cores are supported, at the ends, by suitable
brackets 2§ fixed to the side plates £.

The coils 27 are energized from an eleciric
supply cord 83 which leads into ths pox-like
frame | from the rear; such electric cord having
a switech 31 interposed therein.

The heating unit is preferably disposed close
to the floor, so that the heat is most effectively
employed, and in order {o preveni the linoleum
as wound onto the roll {2 from possibly contact-
ing the heating unit, a cross rod 22 extends he-
tween the side plates & immediately to the rear of
the heating unit and at a izvel below the same,
as shown in Fig. 2, Also, tne forward depending
portion 4a of angle § projects to a bobttom termi-
nation below the heating unit, further protecting
the linoleum from possible contact wich theé heag-
ing unit.

When the device is in use and the coils 27 are
energized, they effectively heat the linoleum strip
23 with slow advance of said device; such heat-
ing of the linoleum strip locsening or softemng
the adhesive by means of which tie linoleum is
secured to the floor. Thus, as the strip 23 reaches
the bottom of the roll i2, such strip readily peels
ofl the floor and is wound onto the roll 12, whence
it may be subsequently readily removed and dis-
carded.

With the described device, old or worn linoleum
can be effectively removed from a ficor, and with-
out the tedious labor heretoiore required; the de-
vice being practical and reliable for the intended
purpose.

From the foregoing deseription it will be readily
seen that there has been produced such a device
as substantially fulfills the objects of the inven-
tion, as set forth herein.
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While this specification sets forth in detail the
present and preferred construction of the device,
still in practice such deviations from such detail
may be resorted to as do not form a departure
from the spirit of the invention, as defined by the
appended claims,

Having thus described the invention, the fol-
lowing is claimed as new and useful, and upon
which Letters Patent are desired:

1. A linoleum remover comprising a frame,
wheel means supporting the frame for advanc-
ing movement along a side-cut strip of linoluem
on a floor, a linoleum strip receiving roll jour-
naled transversely in the frame above the floor,
said wheel means including transversely spaced
friction faced wheels, friction bands on the roll
in alinement with said wheels, intermediate fric-
tion faced rollers engaged between corresponding
wheels and bands in driving relation to the roll,
the roll turning upward at the rear, and means
to connect one end of the linoleum strip to said
roll for pick-up thereby upon advance of the
frame.

2. A linoleum remover comprising a frame,
wheel means supporting the frame for advancing
movement along a side~cut strip of linoleum on a
fioor, a linoleum strip receiving roll journaled
transversely in the frame above the floor, means
to drive the roll from the wheel means, the roll
turning upward at the rear, a leader of flexible
material secured at one end to the roll, the leader
being of a length to initially extend to a point
ahead of the frame, means to detachably connect
the free end of the leader to an adjacent end of

5 the linoleum strip, and an electric heating unit

mounted in the frame ahead of the roll and ad-
jacent the floor in heating relation to the lin-
oleum strip as the frame advances.

3. A linoleum remover comprising a frame sup-
ported for advancing movement along a side-cut
strip of linoleum on a floor, a strip receiving roil
journaled on the frame transversely thereof,
means to drive the roll so that said roll turns
upwardly at the rear upon advance of the frame,

* means to connect one end of the strip to the roll

for pick up thereby upon advance of the frame,
a transverse heating unit mounted on the frame
ahead of the roll adjacent but above the floor, and
means on the frame to prevent contact of the
linoleum strip with the heating unit as said strip
is disengaged from the floor and is being wound
onto the roll.

4. A device as In claim 3, in which said last
named means includes a cross rod on the frame
immediately to the rear of the heating unit at a
level below the same.

JAMES LOVIN.
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