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To all whom, it may concern: - 
Beit known that I, EDWARD E. FITLER, of 

the city of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl 
vania, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Improvement in Garment-Protectors, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming part of this 
specification. - 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

garment protector of that class used by bicycle 
riders to protect the pantaloons legs from in 
jury while riding, and is one of that general 
class which by encircling the limb at a point 
just above the ankle will keep the lower end 
of the pantaloons folded tightly around the 
leg. 

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is 
a view illustrating a garment protector con 
structed in accordance with my invention 
illustrating its position and function when in 
use. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view 
of the same, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view on 
the line 3-3, Fig. 2. 
The protector comprises a single circular 

strip of sheet metal of an inherently elastic 
nature; the opposite ends of the band are 
provided with lips, a, adapted to extend over 
portions of the body of the band in such man 
ner that the diameter of the band may be en 
larged or contracted, and yet, to all intents 
and purposes, it will form a practically solid 
ring, and when in position completely en 
circle the pantaloons keeping them folded 
tightly around the leg, the elasticity of the 
band being sufficient to tightly compress the 
folded end of the paintaloons against the le 
and prevent release without the use of the 
hand for the purpose. The lips, Cl, engaging 
the main body of the band between their in 
ner surface and the surface of the end of the 
band in which they are formed operate as a 
guide to retain the respective ends in their 
relative positions to the main body of the 
band and being open at the bottom allow of 
their ready disengagement from the band 
proper when desired. 
The encircling band is preferably flat so as 

to present a fairly broad surface to the mate 
rial of the trousers legs, and to assist in re 
taining them neatly in their folded position, 
as shown in Fig. 1. The lips, a, illustrated as 
downwardly projecting in the drawings are 

constructed integral with the band proper. 
By the construction described not only a most 
rigid and substantial protector is produced, 
but the construction also admits of the en 
tire protector band and lips being stamped 
from one piece of metal at a single operation, 
and the lips turned down and the whole com 
pleted at another. 

I am thus enabled to reduce the cost of con 
struction to a minimum and to place the pro 
tector upon the market at a nominal figure. 
The lips, a, are bent substantially at right 
angles to the face of the band for a distance 
equal to the thickness of the band, and then 
again bent down parallel with the face of 
said band, with the inner surface of the lip 
impinging against the inner face of the band. 
A further advantage obtained by the use of 

a protector of this character is that all dan 
ger of accidental loss is averted as the lock 
ing lips engaging with the band will effectu 
ally prevent the removal of the protector un 
til the lips are entirely disengaged from the 
body of the band. 
To place the protector in position, or to re 

move it, it is simply necessary to disengage 
the lips, when the band may be opened out 
sufficiently to be passed around the leg, or, if 
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the band be of sufficient length, it may be 
slipped on and off over the shoe without dis 
engaging Such lips. 
The device forming this invention may also 

be used to advantage as a sleeve holder, or 
for other analogous purposes. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
A garment protector comprising an over 

lapping encircling band of inherently elastic 
material, presenting a smooth flat interior 
and exterior face, flattened lips, a, formed in 
tegral with the said band at the respective 
ends thereof, the inner face of said lips im 
pinging against the flattened face of said 
band and open at the end to allow of disen 
gagement from the band, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand this 4th day of May, A. D. 1893. 

EDWARD E. FITLER, 
Witnesses: 

H. GoRDON McCoucH, 
JNO. E. PARKER. 
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