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holds one or more pouches or bags containing an item to be used. The display
is made from a blank having upper, middle and lower panels and an upper
edge. There is a tab arrangement on the upper panel for holding the mer-
chandise to be displayed. The bags are inserted from the back of the blank

\ between the upper and middle panels and attached to the tab arrangement.

FIG. 1

After the bags are attached to the tab arrangement, the upper edge of the up-
per panel is inserted between the lower and middle panels and the lower pan-
el is folded over the upper panel in order to hold the bags relatively firmly on
the tab arrangement. The display may then be hung by the use of slots or
hooks in the upper panel.
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HANGING MERCHANDISE DISPLAY SYSTEM

The present disclosure relates o a system for packaging and displaying
merchandise for easy access.

Various devices have been utilized in the past to hold and display numerous
products to consumers and users. Display cards have been ulilized {0 expose a
variety of products to consumers such as jewelry, buttons, tooth brushes, nuts and
bolts and other smaller size products. Regardiess of the type of product displayed,
ideally the dispiay card and product should be relatively easy {0 assemble, and the
card should display the item in an aesthetically appealing and easily accessible
manner. Previously known display cards may inciude a generally planar outer
surface having 3 member 1o secure the arlicle thereto, and a hook or aperture for
engaging a support member such as a display rack or red. The securing member
may take a variety of forms, depending upon the type of article supporied on the
display card.

in addition o display cards, bags or pouches have also been utilized to hold
and display products to consumers. In some cases the bags or pouches are part
of a package which is displayed on a support member. For example, US patent
2,850,160 o Siebel et al. discloses a package including an inner, transparent
container or envelope for holding a product, and a window which permifs direct
viewing through the package of the packaged product. An aperture may be
provided in the tongue for mounting or displaying the package from a rod, or the
ke, US patent 5,184,724 to Mayled likewise discloses a package for supporting a
flexible, transparent pouch which holds small items therein. The package includes
an opening through which a portion of the pouch is visible s0 that consumers can
see items in the pouch. US patent 5,215,564 to Chang provides a cardboard
package for holding individual items that gliows access o the item prior {o removal
from the package. Chang provides slots and fabs for assembily of the package but
only holds one item per package. In addition, US patent 6,186,194 to Addison
discioses a hanger bag including a hanger that is an internally profiled hook
dimensioned 50 as 1o receive a rod within the perimeter of the package, thereby
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making the package more compact. With each of the above display pouches, the
pouch or envelope is bonded or otherwise formed as part of the display card. itis
not intended, therefore, to be utilized separately from the display card itself. In
addition, multiple product display pouches are not contemplated to be ufilized with
each hanging package.

Of particular interest here are displays that may be placed in a hospital
setting for supply of items that are frequently used. These items may be used in
the individual patient room, for example, and may be used once or twice per shifi,
or every 4 10 8 hours.  An example of this is personal grooming materials that are
disposed of afier each use. Anocther example is the packaging of oral hygiene
products that are, again, disposed of afer each use. A ready supply of such ifems
is required in order {o reduce the time that hospital personnel spend on procuring
them. Searching in a remote supply room for the needed item each time it was {o
be used would waste quite a bit of hogpilal personnel time.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure describes a display sysiem that may be hung and
that holds one or more pouches or bags containing an item to be used. The items
are enclosed in a bag that may be made of a recyclable material such as a plastic
like polyethylene.

In its broadest embodiment, the disclosed display is made from a blank
having upper, middie and lower panels and an upper edge. The panels are
distinguished from each other by foid lines. There is a tab arrangement on the
upper panel for holding the merchandise to be displayed and there is desirably a
means for hanging the display device also localed on the upper panel. The bags
have a slit for allaching them to the blank on the tab arrangement. The bags are
inserted from the back of the blank between the upper and middle panels and
attached to the tab arrangement. After the bags are attached io the tab
arrangement, the upper edge of the upper panel is inseried between the lower and
middle paneis and the lower panel is folded over the upper panel in order {0 hold
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ithe bags relatively firmly on the tab arrangement. The display may then be hung
by the use of slots or hooks in the upper panel.

The bags desirably have a line of perforation or weakness that allows them
to be pulled apart s that the lower part of the bag comtaining the items may be
removed from the display while the upper part of the bag remains attached to the
display.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a front view of a blank from which the handing merchandise display
system may be made. The blank has an upper, middie and lower panel, each
separated by fold lines and oplionally a slot. This blank has tabs that fold
ouwtwardly 1o accept the container (g.¢. bag) for the merchandise 1o be displayed.

Figure 2 is a front view of a blank from which the handing merchandise display
system may be made. The blank has an upper, middle and lower panel, each
separated by fold lines and oplionally a slot. This blank has an alternative {ab that
folds outwardly to accept the container for the merchandise o be displayed and
then can lock into the blank for greater holding power.

Figure 3 is a view of a polymeric bag for holding the merchandise 1o be displayed.
The bag has a slit for attaching it to the tabs on the blank and desirably, a line of
weakness for separaling the lower and upper parts of the bag for removal from the
display.

Figure 4 is a view of a bag being atiached {o the tabs afler being inseried inito the
slot between the upper and middie panels. The tabs are sgueezed together and
inserted into the slit in the bag.

Figure 5 is a view of the bag(s) on the blank afier the tabs have been inserted
through the slit and the tabs moved back toward their original positions so as o
hold the bag on the tabs.

Figure 6 is a view of the tabs as the upper edge of the upper panel is inserted info
the siot between the middie and lower panels as seen from the side. The tabs

B
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should remain flat (as in Figure 5) and then be held in position by the middie panel,
against which they rest.

Figure 7 is another view of the blank as the upper edge of the upper panel is
inserted into the slot between the middle and lower panel. The lower panel is
shown in the process of being folded down over the back of the upper panel.

Figure 8 is a view of the completed assembly showing multiple bags attached 10
the blank. The blank has been folded to resull in the final display, with slois
apparent for hanging.

Figure 9A, B and C are drawings of alternative tab designs showing the spacing
and a generally rectangular shape.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made to the drawings in which the various elemenis
of the present disclosure will be given numeral designations and in which the
disclosure will be discussed so as o enable one skilled in the art to make and use
the disclosure. it is to be understood that the following description is only
exemplary of the principles of the present disclosure, and should not be viewed as
narrowing the pending claims. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that aspects
of the various embodiments discussed may be interchanged and modified without
departing from the scope and spirit of the disclosure.

Turning to the drawings, Figure 1 lllusirates a general embodiment of the
disciosed merchandise hanging display system. The system is made from a blank
10 of a relatively stiff paperboard, plastic or eguivalent material that is sufficiently
strong so as io support the merchandise when the sysiem is hung. The blank 10
has a front 13 and a back 15 and may be divided into three sections; an upper
panel 12 a middie panel 14 and a lower panel 16. The panels are distinguished or
divided from each along fold lines. Fold line A-A divides the lower panel 16 from
the middle panel 14 and foid line B-B divides the middie panel 14 from the upper
panel 12. There is desirably a lower or first sliof 22 along fold line A-A that is

sufficient in size 1o aliow the insertion of the upper edge 18 of the blank 10 info the
4
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slot 22 when the blank 10 is folded. Anocther (upper or second) slot 24 is desirably
located between the middle panel 14 and the upper panel 12 along fold line B-B.
This upper slot 24 is for the insertion of merchandise to be hung, and will be more
fully discussed below. Ht should alse be noted that the slof width need only be

.

sufficient for the insertion of the merchandise bag or other panel and so may only
be a slit.

Alternatively, the three panels 12, 14, 16 may be separale pieces, not made
from the same blank. In this case the paneils may be connected iogether at their
edges o produce a tri-fold blank as shown in Figure 1. The connection may be by,

10 for example, hinges attached to each panel, hook and loop connections or other
means known to those skilled in the art. |t is important that the panels still be able
to fold against each other and that they may be separated for the insertion of the
bags or other panel.

The upper panel 12 has at least one {ab arrangement 30 used for securing

15 the merchandise. As shown in Figure 1, the tab arrangement 30 has two tabs; an
upper tab 32 and a lower {ab 34. These are cul from the blank 10 and have a
common hinge or fold along line C-C, though a common hinge is not required and
the tabs may be separated from each other by a distance. This aspect will be
discussed in greater detail below. The merchandise 60 to be hungisplaced in a

20 plastic bag 50 {Figure 3) having an aperiure or slit 52 at its upper portion or end
54. The bag 50 also desirably has a score line or perforation 58 {o aid in
separating the lower part 56 of the bag 50 that contains the merchandise 60 from
the upper end 54 of the bag 50 on the completed hanging display so that the

merchandise 80 may be removed for use.

25 In assembling the display, the upper end 54 of the plastic bag 50 is inserted
from the back side 15 of the blank 10 through the siot 24 (Figure 4). The tabs 32,
34 are bent away from the blank 10 (i.e. iowards the viewer of the Figure) until
they come fogether and then the tabs 32, 34 are inserted through the slit 52 of the
bag 50. The tabs 32, 34 are then pushed toward or allowed {0 return o, their

o

original positions substantially fiat against the blank 10, thus holding the bag 50

5
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against the blank 10 (Figure 5). As mentioned above, there may be more than one
tab arrangement 30 per blank 10 and each tab arrangement 30 may hold one or
more bags 50.

When the desired number of bags 50 has been atiached o the tabs 32, 34,
the middle panel 14 may be folded upward cver the tab arrangement 30 (i.e. on
the front side). The upper edge 18 of the blank 10 may be inserted through the
slot 22 between the middle panel 14 and ihe lower panel 16, folding along line A—
A (Figure 6). Laslly, the lower panel 16 is brought down againsi the back of the
upper panel 12 by folding along line B—B (Figure 7). In this fashion, the middle
panel 14 holds the tabs 32, 34 in place, which in turn holds the bags 50 in place.
The lower panel 16 may be atlached to the back of the upper panel 12 in any
appropriate manner if desired.

The upper panel 12 may also have means for hanging the completed
display. Cne convenient way to hang the display is by the use of a hanging slot(s)
42, 44 such as illustrated in Figure 1 that are designed 1o accept a typical display
holder. Alternatively, a hook may be cut from or added to the blank 10 at the
upper edge 18 so that the display may be hung from a suitable peg or rod.

The blank 10 may be made from any suitably flexible malerial. Suitable
malerials include plastics, cardboard and desirably, solid bieached sulfate (SBS)
board, a premium paperboard grade. The blank 10 can vary in size depending on
the item to be displayed. In one embodiment, the display may be used {0 contain
itermns o be used in a patient’s hospital room for oral care purposes. In this case,
suitable cleaning, suclion and washing supplies would be supplied in the bag 50.
Cral hygiene is performed desirably at least once per eight hour shift, so a plurality
of kits {e.g. bags) are necessary in a single day, with each bag containing all the
maierials that are needed for each oral cleaning. A display may be designed, for
example, with the proper number of oral care kits (bags) for an entire week of care
for a single patient. This would ensure a ready supply of materials for each patient
and minimize searching for supplies by the hospital personnel. The display having
a week’s supply could be altached 1o the wall of the patient's room in a convenient

6
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fccation and marked with the date of installation. In the case of an oral care
display, for example, the blank 10 may be about 20 o 40 cm in lengih, desirably
about 30 cm in length, and about 10 1o 30 om wide, desirably about 19 om wide.
The slols between the panels may be about 0.3 to 0.8 om in width, desirably about

.

0.6 cm. The blank 10 may have a thickness from a positive amount to about 4

mim.

The paneis need not be of equal size. The upper panel for example may be
larger than the middle and lower panels because the upper panel desirably
contains the means for hanging the compleied display. The lower and middle

10 panels are desirably about the same length and are about 7 {0 10 cm long,
desirably about 8.25 cm long, for an oral care dispiay, for example.

Turning now 1o Figure 2 there is iHlustraled an alternative type of tab for
holding the bags 50 that may provide more hoiding strength. This aliernative tab
arrangement 70 has a tab 74 that is cut from the blank 10. There is alsp aslit 72

15 cutinto the blank 10 that is sized to allow the leading edge 76 of the tab 74 1o fit
ifto it. The tab 74 may optionally also have a fold line D—D 1o aid in inserting the
tab 74 into the slit 72. The tab 74 desirably has wings 78 on gach end of the edge
76 which wili be retained in the slit 72 once the tab 74 is inseried. it is believed
that this will provide more holding power than only having the middle panel 14

20 laying against the upper panel 12 to hold the tabs in place as in the embodiment of
Figure 1. In this aliernative embodiment, the bags 50 are inserted from the back
through the siot 24 in the same manner as in the embodiment of Figure 1, the
alternative tab 74 is inserted through the siit 52 of the bag 50, and the alternative
tab 74 is inseried info the slit 72. Lastly, the upper edge 18 of the blank 10 may be

25 inseried through the slof 22 between the middie panel 14 and the lower panel 16
and ihe lower panel 16 brought down against the back of the upper panel 12.

As shown in Figure 4, the bags 50 are inserted from the back side 15 of
blank 10, through the slot 24 between the upper and middle panes 12, 14. The
bags have a slit 52 on the upper portion 54 through which the tabs 32, 34 are

(S
<

inserted. Prior {0 insertion through the slit 52, the tabs 32, 34 are bent together,

7
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L.e., perpendicular o the blank 10, so that they will pass through the slit 52. There
may be a plurality of bags on each set of tabs 32, 34 and there may be a number
of sets of tabs 32, 34. Figure 4 shows a blank 10 having two sets of tabs 32, 34.

After the bags 50 are inseried through the slot 24 and the tabs 32, 34 are
inserted into the slit 52, the tabs are moved back towards their starting position,
L.e., flat against the blank 10. This position is shown in Figure 5. The movement of
ithe tabs 32, 34 back loward the blank 10 “locks” the bags inte position by Haltening
the tabs 32, 34, making the tabs too large to pass back through the slit 52, Pulling
downwardly on the bags 50 at this point, however, would cause the tabs 32, 34 1o
again move inlo a position perpendicular to the blank 10 and would gliow the bags
50 1o slip off the tabs 32, 34.

As seen in Figure 6, the next slep in securing the bags 50 o the blank 10 is
io insert the upper edge 18 of the upper panel 12 into the lower slot 22. This
should be done while making sure that the tabs 32, 34 remain substantially fiat
against the blank 10. Figure 6 is a view of the procedure from the side, allowing a
view of the tabs 32, 34 as the upper panel 12 is inserted inlo the lower slot 22.

Figure 7 shows the upper edge 18 of the upper panel 16 fully inserted into
the lower slot 22 so that the upper and middie panels 12, 14 lie flat against each
other. The lower panel 16 is shown in the process of bending downwardly against
the back of the upper panel 12. In this position, the middie panel 14 keeps the
tales 32, 34 substantially flat against the upper panel 12 so that the bags 50 are
kept in position.

Figure 8 shows the completed display. In this Figure 8, there are two seis
of tabs 32, 34 {not visible), each holding a plurality of bags 50. The blank 10 has
been folded 50 thal the middie panel 14 is against the upper panel 12, holding the
tabs 32, 34 in position against the blank 10 (or upper panel 12}, though the upper
panel 12 is not visible in this view. The lower panel 16 has been folded down
against the back of the upper panel 12 10 complete the display. Means for hanging
the completed display, in this case slots 42, 44, may be provided to allow for

convenient display or storage of the completed unit.
)
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Folding the lower panel 16 downwardly against the back of the upper panel
12 completes the assembly of the display, as mentioned above. For most
applications it is believe that no additional means of holding the panels in this
position are necessary. There may be applications, however, in which even
greater holding power is desired. in such cases, auxiliary attaching means may be
used. The lower panel may be attached 1o the upper panel in their final position
with glue, staples, hook and loop fasteners, tape or other known fasteners, for
example. This would ensure that the display would not be pulied apart when a user
removed one of the bags containing the merchandise.

Turning now o Figure 9 there is shown a series of tabs 32, 34 that may be
used in the practice of the disclosure. Figure 8A shows a generally recianguiar iab
arrangement where the tabs 32, 34 are the same size and are separaied from
gach other by a small distance. Figure 9B shows a tab arrangement with the tabs
32, 34 of differing size, again separated from each other by a small amount.
Figure 2C shows tabs 32, 34 of differing size but without a separating distance
between them. Any of these tab arrangements may be used in the practice of this
disciosure. In addition, the tabs 32, 34 may be of different shapes; e.g. rounded,
elliptical, or shaped like the lelters "M”, *V7, “U”, "W’ etc. When the tabs are
separated by a distance, two fold or hinge lines are necessary (shown by dashed
fines in Figures A and 9B). When they are not separated {Figure 8C) only one
fold or hinge line is necessary. it is believed that tabs that are separated by a
distance would have somewhat greater holding power than tabs having a single
hinge line. A single hinge line can result in very litlle aftachment belween the tabs
and the blank 10 into which they are cut (see Figure 8C) and so they may be more
prone 1o being torn off the blank 10 with the application of moderate pulling force
exerted on the merchandise.

in addition, indicia of the contents or other adveriizing information may be
provided on the display. The back 15 of the middie panel 14 will be facing
ouwtwardly and so be the most prominent panel once the display is completed so
this panel 14 may be labeled with the proper identifying and or pricing (e.g. SKU)
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information. The front of the upper panel 16 will also be visible in part (the upper
section) so this would be an appropriate panel for labeling as well.

in addition to the product disclosed above, also contemplated in this
disclosure is a method of displaying merchandise. The method includes the sieps
of inserling the upper portion of a bag in which merchandise is placed, through a
slot between the first and second panels of a three panel blank. The bag is
attached to the tab arrangement on the first panel by inserting the tab arrangement
through the slit on the upper portion of the bag. The upper edge of the upper
panel is then inseried through the slot belween the second and third panels to
bring the second panel against the first panel to hold the tabs in place. Lastly, the
third panel is folded down over the back of the first panel.

As used herein and in the claims, the term "comprising” is inclusive or open-
ended and does not exclude additional unrecited elements, compositional
components, or method steps.

While the disclosure has been described in detail with respect o specific
embodiments thereof, it will be apparent 1o those skilled in the art that various
alierations, modificalions and other changes may be made to the disclosure
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. it is therefore
intended that the claims cover gl such modifications, alierations and other
changes encompassed by the appended claims.
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A display device for merchandise comprising a blank having upper,
middie and iower panels and an upper edge, said panels separaied from
each other by fold lines running along said fold lines; a tab arrangement
on said upper pane! for holding merchandise 1o be displayed; and
means for hanging the device locaied on said upper panel.

The display device of claim 1 wherein merchandise is packaged in a bag
adapted o gtiach to said tab arrangement.

The display device of claim 1 wherein said merchandise is inseried
through said slot between said upper and middie panels and attached to

said iab arrangement.

The display device of claim 3 wherein said upper edge is inseried
through said slof between said lower and middle panels and said lower
panel folded over the upper panel.

The display device of claim 4 wherein said lower panel is attached fo
the upper panel after said lower panel is folder over the upper panel.

The display device of claim 2 wherein said bag has a siot on iis upper
end that is adapied to accept said {ab arrangement,

The display device of claim 1 wherein said {ab arrangement comprises
two tabs.

A tri-fold display system for displaying merchandise comprising a blank
made from a relatively stiff paperboard, plastic or eguivalent material,
the blank having a front and & back and divided inio three seclions; an
upper panel a middie panel and g lower panel, the panels distinguished
or divided from each along fold lines.
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1.

12.

13.

4.

15.

186.

The system of claim 8 wherein the middle and lower panegls are
separated by a first slot sufficient in size {0 allow the insertion of an
upper edge of the upper panel into the slot when the blank is folded.

The system of claim 9 further comprising a second siot between the
middle panel and the upper panel for the insertion of merchandise o be
displayed.

The system of claim 8 wherein said blank is made from separaie
pieces connected together at their edges.

The system of claim 10 further comprising a tab arrangement having an
upper tab and a lower iab.

The system of claim 12 wherein said tabs are cut from the blank and

have a common hinge or fold along line.

The system of claim12 wherein said tabs are separated from each other
by a distance.

The system of claim 12 wherein said merchandise is placed in a plastic
bag having a slit at an upper end, said bag inseried through said second
slot and the tab arrangement inserted in said shit to hold said bag on said
blank, the bag also having score line or perforation 1o aid in separating a
lower part of the bag from the display.

A method of displaying merchandise comprising the steps of inserting an
upper portion of a bag holding said merchandise through a sloi between
a first and second panel of g three panel blank, attaching saidbag io a
tab arrangement on said first panel of said blank by inserting said tab
arrangement through a slit on an upper portion of said bag, inserting an
upper edge of said upper panel through a slof between said second
panel and a third panel to bring said second panel against said first
panel and foiding said third panel against a back of said first panel.

12
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