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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ADOLPH WERNER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and 
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Fruit-Jar Grip 
pers; and I do hereby declare that the foll 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

simple economical tools for use in connection 
with fruit-jars of various sizes when filled with 
hot material; and it consists in certain pecul 
iarities of construction and combination of 
parts hereinafter particularly set forth with 
reference to the accompanying drawings and 
subsequently claimed. 

Figure I of the drawings represents a plan 
view of one form of tool in accordance with 
my invention, partly in section; and Figs. 2 
and 3, sectional views of the same, respectively 
indicated by lines 22 and 33 in the first fig 
lure of the series. 

Referring by letter to the drawings, Ishow 
an annular band A, made from a strip of flat 
metal, the ends of the band being lapped one 
upon the other. 
outward, as shown at b, and provided with a 
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tongue c, as well as a longitudinal slot d, the 
tongue and slot being for the engagement of 
a rack-edge fin B on the other end of said 
band lengthwise of the same. 
A housing C is preferably employed in con 

nection with the band A to cover the tongue 
c, slot d, and so much of the rack-fin as may 

One end of the band is bent 

be engaged there with, and handles D are 
made fast on tangs that extend from said hous 
ing and rack-fin. The band A is expanded 
or contracted to fit on fruit-jars of various 
diameters, and being positioned on a jar it is 
automatically locked in place by the engage 
ment of the tongue c with the rack-fin B. 
Hence the operator does not have to exert con 
stant pressure on the handles D of the tool. 

If the annular portion of the herein - de 
scribed tool be made from a round or partly 
round strip of metal, said tool may be utilized 
to manipulate screw-caps of the fruit-jars. It 
is also possible to otherwise vary the detail of 
the tool without departure from my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A tool comprising a metallic annular device 

the ends of which lap each other, one of these 
ends being provided with a tongue and a lon 
gitudinal slot, a housing over the slot and 
tongue, a rack-fin on the other end of the an 
nular device engageable with said tongue and 
slot, and handles in connection with said hous 
ing and fin. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in 
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis 
consin, in the presence of two witnesses. 

ADOLPH WERNER. 
Witnesses: 

N. E. OLIPHANT, 
B. C. ROLOFF, 
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