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To all, whon, it inctly coil c.277. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES FRANKLIN 

SMITH, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of the city of New York, borough of 
Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of 

. New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Plate-Lifter, of which the following 
is a fill, clear, and exact description. 

This invention is an improved plate-lifter 
for carrying plates, lids, and other devices 
about in the kitchen, especially when in 
heated condition. 
The invention is primarily directed to a 

novel constriction adapting the lifter to be 
adjusted with facility to suit plates, pans, 
&c., of varying diameter. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the fig 

8S. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved lifter, showing a plate seated thereon 
in dotted outline. Fig. 2 is a plan of the 
lifter, and Fig. 3 is a longitidinal central ver 
tical section through the same. 
In carrying out my invention I employ a 

handle 1 of any desired construction or shape, 
that shown being iniformly cylindrical and 
carries a tonge 2, projecting Ottwardly at 
one end thereof. This tongie 2 near its 
oister end is provided with a corple of trans 
verse corrigations 3, forming seats for trans 
verse members 4 of Otwardly-projecting 
arms 5. These members 4 are held in en 
gagement with the tongue 2 and are adapted 
to be clamped in adjusted position by a plate 
6, said plate having its forward end bent 
upon itself to form a pocket 7, engaging the 
extremity of the tongle 2. The plate is 
further connected to the tongue 2 at the op 
posite side of the members 4 by a screw 8 
passing through an opening in the plate and 
threaded into the tongue. From the screw 
the plate is extended rearwardly to provide 
an of set overhanging end 9, which is de 
pressed by the thumb in locking the arms 5 
against movement. 
The arms 5, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, are 

outwardly-curved intermediate their length 
in order to conform somewhat to the shape 
of the plate or pan and provide a seat for the 
same from which the plate or pan is not likely 
to be accidentally displaced. The arms 5 are, 
moreover, slightly crved upwardly in a 
plane at right angles thereto, as shown in Fig. 

3, which shapes them somewhat in the nature 
of a scoop, adapting the arms to be readily 
passed inderneath the article to be lifted and 
held from sliding from the otter end thereof. 
The Cross or transverse members 4 of the 
arms after passing between the tongue 2 and 
plate 3 are each bent in opposite directions 
to provide an eye 10, embracing each other 
and slidably connecting the arms together. 
It is obvious from this construction that the 
arms may be made to approach or recede 
from each other and clamped in adjusted po 
sition by pressing on the overhanging end 9 
of the plate 6, adapting the lifter to take 
plates, pans, &c., of varying diameters. 

Although I have described the invention 
in detail in order that its construction and 
use might be fully understood, I neverthe 
less regard the precise embodiment as not 
material so far as it is within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A plate-lifter comprising two arms each 
having a transverse member provided with 
an eye slidingly embracing the other mem 
ber whereby the distance between said arms 
may be adjusted, and a handle for support 
ing the arms. 2. A plate-lifter comprising two arms each 
having a transverse member provided with 
an eye slidingly embracing the other mem 
ber whereby the distance between said arms 
may be adjusted, a handle for supporting the 
arms, and means for clamping the arms in 
adjusted position. 

3. A plate-lifter comprising arms adjust 
able to and from each other, a handle having 
a tongue extending therefrom for Supporting 
said aris, and a plate engaged with Said 
tongue having an overhanging end operable 
to clamp the arms in adjusted position. 

4. A plate-lifter comprising two arms slid 
ably connected together, a handle having a 
tongue for supporting Said arms, and a plate 
engaged with said tongue having a rear 
wardly-extending end overhanging the han 
dle operable to clamp the arms in adjusted 
position. 

5. A plate-lifter comprising two arms hav 
ing transversely-extending members, said 
members being bent to provide eyes slidably 
connecting the arms together, a handle hav 
ing an extending tongue with corrugations 
therein forming seats for said members, and 
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a plate having its forward end bent upon the arms, in adjusted position, and a screw itself to engage the extremity of the tongue passing through an opening in the plate and 
and a rearwardly-extending offset end over- threaded into said tongue. 
hanging the handle operable to clamp said r In testimony whereof I have signed my (5 
members between the tongue and plate. name to this specification in the presence of 
s A plate-lifter Sprising S. arms slid- two subscribing witnesses. ably connected together, a handle having an 
E.G. tongue for Supporting said arms, a CHARLES FRANKLIN SMITH. 

plate engaged with the extremity of the Witnesses: 
tongue having a rearwardly-extending end ARTHUR STUBER, 
overhanging the handle operable to clamp ROBERT HARPER. 


