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(54) Title: STATIC CLING GREETING CARD

(57) Abstract

A card with a removable and reusable covering thin transparent
vinyl layer sheet (1) with indicia thereon and a backing material sheet (3)
layered under said vinyl layer sheet (1) and removably retained thereto
by static cling without the use of adhesives therebetween. The covering
vinyl sheet (1) may cover part or all of one side of the backing material
sheet (3) such as in a folded greeting or a unfolded postcard, respectively.
The indicia (5) may take on almost any form of visual data including
letters, words, pictorial representations, drawings, photographs, logos or
any combination thereof. When the vinyl layer sheet (1) is removed from
the backing sheet, it may be placed on any flat smooth surface, such as
a glass window pane (21), as long as static cling can hold the removable f.

vinyl layer sheet (1) thereto.
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STATIC CLING GREETING CARD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Postcard and foldable greeting type cards have long been sent and used to
express and convey many types of feelings or notices from a sender to a receiver.
With some such cards part or most of a layered surface with indicia thereon can be
detached from a support backing and saved for further use and display on anpther
supporting surface. This removed card layer sheet usually has some type of indicia to
be saved which indicia may contain written words, letters. pictorial representations,
photographs, logos or any combination thereof. In many cases the removal layer or
segment has been fastened or bonded to the backing with an adhesive that may be
very slow setting thereby insuring the easy removably between the interfacing
removed layer and its support backing. The removed layer with the material desired
to be saved can then be placed against another type of support backing such as a

window. door. refrigerator. or just about any flat surfaced object the adhesive may
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adhere to. Depending on the nature of the adhesive used the removed layer may,
either not stick to the new s&rface‘ bond easy and permanently to it or adhere to it such
that it can be removed by hand and reused in the future. i
The present invention relates to a removable and reusable vinyl sheet layer with
indicia thereon used with a postcard or greeting card type backing that employs no
adhesive or bonding material between the removable layer and its backing which

removed layer can be used on a great variety of supporting surfaces all as further

described herein.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

The prior art discloses mailable greeting and other cards that have removable
backings. For example, in U.S. Patent 2,363.472 to Ritter a mailing card is disclosed
that has a removable and reusable transfer material which is securely adhered by a

suitable adhesive at its upper and lower marginal edges to the card.

In the Farnsworth reference (U.S. Patent 4,024,656) a card backing with a
calendar has scored and/or die cuts to permit the calender to be removed from the

backing and rest of the card and reused separately.

The card in the Feuer invention (U.S. Patent 4,200,222) has a removable decal

secure to one side by adhesive to the card’s backing.
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secure to one side by adhesive to the card's backing.

And in U.S. Patent 4,439,941 to Halperin a card with a removable and reusable
design containing insert is disclosed. The insert has a layer of thermoplastic adhesive
which by the application of heat and/or pressure permits its reuse on an article of
clothing or the like. The present invention differs from this cited art and the known prior
art by providing for a removable, reusable layer of sheet material with indicia thereon
that is kept in contact with a supporting backing surface by static cling and which can
be removed and placed on another backing surface using the principle of static cling all

as more further set forth in this specification.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a postcard type backing with a removable and
removable sheet layer with indicia thereon. This layer is held to the backing without the
use of an adhesive material using the principle of static cling. The removable sheet
layer may be made of a transparent material with the indicia consisting of letters,
pictorial representations, photographs, logos or any combination thereon imprinted in
the material. Normally, the removable sheet is placed on any substantially smooth non-

porous surface such as a window, refrigerator, mirror or the like.
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substantially smooth non-porous surface such as a window, refrigerator, mirror or the

like.

It is the primary object of the present invention to provide for an improved

removable and reusable layer of material that has indicia thereon.

Another object is to provide for such a layer that can cling to a postcard type
backing and be mailed and then removed for use on many types of different smooth

surfaces all without the use of adhesive materials.

These and other objects and advantages of the present invention will become
apparent to readers from a consideration of the ensuing description and the

accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front view of the invention’s preferred embodiment on a postcard
backing.

FIG. 2 is a front view of the FIG. 1 embodiment when the covering vinyl sheet
has been peeled back at its upper right hand corner part to expose part of the postcard
backing.

FIG. 3 shows a reverse side view of the postcard backing used in FIGs. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 shows the layer sheet within a foldable card.

4
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FIG. 3 shows areverse side view of the postcard backing used in FIGs. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 shows the layer sheet within a foldable card.

FIG. 5 is a perspective front view of the partially folded backing material o'fr Flé. 4
with its layer sheet when the sheet is mounted on outside of the backing facing front.

FIGS. 6a, 6b and 6c¢ illustrate the layer sheet when removed from its card
backing mounted on a lower left window pane (FIG. 6a), the same window without the

layer sheet thereon (FIG. 6b), and with the layer sheet mounted on the windows upper

right hand pane (FIG. 6c).

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 is a front view of the invention’s preferred embodiment. In this view the
transparent vinyl layer sheet 1 is mounted over a postcard backing material 3 of
substantially the same size and dimensions located directly behind and covered by it.
This layer sheet 1 thus substantially covers one of the two exposed surfaces (front
and back) of the backing material in this figure. Indicia 5, in this case consisting of the
printed or drawn words "HAPPY NEW YEAR”, has been applied to the covering viny!
layer sheet. Conceivably any type of data that may be imprinted on or in the vinyl layer
sheet can be considered indicia. Thus, indicia may be a photographic image, a

printed or drawn letter, a word or words, a pictorial representation or a logo or any
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combination thereof as the term is used herein. The indicia mounted on the layer sheet
1 whether in the form of a text or image may be optically scanned, downloa’ded from a
computer monitor or created by means of a resin based thermal transfer and applied i’i;
the initially clear thin transparent vinyl sheet material 1.

FIG. 2 is a front view of the FIG. 1 embodiment when the covering transparent
vinyl sheet 1 has been peeled back, in the direction of the arrow, at its upper right hand
corner part 7 to expose part of the covered postcard backing 3. There is no adhesive
material located between the layer sheet 1 and the postcard backing material 3. What
retains the removal layer sheet to the backing is the well known phenomena of static
cling. Such static cling is believed to be created by charges on the electrically
insulating vinyl sheet material in layer 1 being attracted to opposite existing charges on
the paper or cardboard backing material in the postcard backing material 3.

FIG. 3 shows a reverse side view of the postcard backing 3 used in FIGs. 1 and
2. From all outward appearances this reverse side is a conventional postcard with
space for the receiver's address 9, a stamp 11 and a message from the sender 13.

FIG. 4 shows the transparent layer sheet 1 within a greeting card backing 15 that
can be folded at its midsection 17. The same indicia 5 is visible in this figure as in
FIGs. 1 and 2. Similar to FIG. 2 the upper right hand corner of the transparent vinyl
layer sheet material 1 has been folded back to reveal the covered backing material 15.

However, in this view the foldable greeting card backing material 15 is twice the

exposed front surface area of the covering layer sheet 1 thereby permitting only half of
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layer sheet material 1 has been folded back to reveal the covered backing material 15.
However. in thiis view the foldable greeting card backing material 15 is twice the
exposed front surface area of the covering layer sheet 1 thereby permitting only half of
one exposed backing side to be covered by the thin transparent viny! layer sheet 1.

FIG. 5 is a perspective front view of the partially folded backing material of FIG.
4 with its layer sheet when the sheet is mounted on outside of the backing facing front.
With this type of card backing material a message can be written on the inside face 19
of the backing sheet by the sender as in a conventional greeting card.

FIGS. 6a, 6b and 6c¢ illustrate the layer sheet when removed from its card
backing material 3 or 15 as mounted on a lower left glass window pane (FIG. 6a), the
same window without the layer sheet thereon (FIG. 6b), and with the layer sheet
mounted on the window’s upper right hand glass pane (FIG. 6¢). In FIG. 6a the vinyl
layer sheet 1 with its indicia § has been completely peeled off its backing material and
transported to the glass window pane 21. Just about any flat smooth surface such as a
- glass window pane, refrigerator or any other surface material that can be subjected to
static cling may be used for this card substituted supporting backing surface. FIG. 6b
merely shows the same window with the vinyl layer sheet 1 absent. And in FIG. 6¢ the
same vinyl layer sheet 1 has been moved from the lower glass pane 21 to the upper
right hand glass pane 23. Should it be desired to reuse the same vinyl layer sheet
again it can simply be peeled off the window pane and used in the new supporting

backing surface such as a new postcard or greeting card backing.
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sheet again it can simply be peeled off the window pane and used in the new
supporting backing surface such as a new postcard or greeting card backing.

A clear abrasion guard material may or may not be added and layered over the
top surface of the layer sheet 1 for additional surface protection. If desired the bonding
properties of static cling may be augmented by using an adhesive material between the
backing material and the layer sheet 1 should a permanent or semi-permanent bond
between these two materials be desired. Further, as an alternative, a pocket or cut out
may be formed in the card backing material 3 or 15 to assist in retaining the vinyl! layer
sheet 1 to the backing surface.

Clearly almost anything data can be considered visual indicia 5 as such is not
restricted to printed or written letters, words, drawings, photographic images, logos or
any other symbols or characters. The card's backing material need not be a postcard
or a greeting card to be mailed. The backing layer may be used for a tag, a notice, a
business card and be mailed with or without being inserted into an envelope.

Although the present invention’s preferred embodiment and the method of using
the same according to the present invention has been described in the foregoing
specification with considerable details, it is to be understood that modifications may be
made to the invention which do not exceed the scope of the appended claims and
modified forms of the present invention done by others skilled in the art to which the
invention pertains will be considered infringements of this invention when those

modified forms fall within the claimed scope of this invention.
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What | claim as my invention is:

Claim 1. A card with a removal and reusable layer sheet comprising:
a transparent vinyl layer sheet material having indicia thereon; and
a backing material sheet layered under said vinyl layer sheet and removably retained

thereto by static cling without the use of adhesives between the layer sheet and

backing sheet.

Claim 2. The card as claimed in claim 1, wherein said vinyl layer sheet and said
backing material sheet have substantially the same exposed facing surface area with

the vinyl layer sheet covering substantially all of one side of the exposed backing

material sheet.

Claim 3. The card as claimed in claim 2, wherein said backing material sheet
has approximately twice the exposed surface area as the vinyl layer sheet whereby
approximately half of the exposed backing surface area on one backing side is covered

by the vinyl layer sheet.

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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approximately half of the exposed backing surface area on one backing side is covered

by the vinyl layer sheet. o

Claim 4. The card as claimed in claim 2, wherein said backing material has a
reverse exposed side surface with areas designed for the insertion of a receiver's

address. a mailing stamp and a sender’s message.

Claim 5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein said backing material

has an exposed side surface with provision for the insertion of a receiver’'s message.

Claim 6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, said transparent vinyl layer sheet
material is made of a clear thin sheet material except for the indicia thereon, said vinyl
layer being adapted to be peeled off its supporting backing material by hand without

substantially damaging the layer sheet or its indicia.
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